■V  I'-J-.h; 


f  4-J  ‘^y.  A-f  •  ,*■  -j  - 


1  TV^'' 


iA 


(If- 

■\vS*-  •  •  - 


TIMES 


M  No.  65,813 


FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14 1997 


,a  c°mest''., 

’  ,U|arv . 

:  •  -••’  G'l!jC 

■•J'll.-.  ..» 

'•  r  ,v;. 

: "  |,,dS? 

Green^the^; 


•  •  -  ’  ^ 

•  • 

■•■■.JLH 

•■^ai 

3b°w^;p 


*V:LUA^  R 


aft  »\:- 


■£*  RiDoaT 


-••'-•^N  SSYAIIT 


JSTuARE 


VOO#  TODAY 


A  f 

■ESS*  1 
l<«  * 


'  M 


'Y 


£56,000  Hi 

MOVIE  PI 
CAMERA 

Your  chance  to  make 
a  blockbuster 
Details  PAGE  39 


BLUR  ON  THE 
RUN 

Caitlin  Moran 
'on  the  band  -  flK|J| 
who  have  whl 

lamped  the  pack  .Ti 
PAGE  41  '  M 


MY  VALENTINE  , 

Valerie  Grove  on  ! 

modem  marriage  PAGE  19 

JB|  VAUENTBiFS  MY  J 

Messages  that  say  I 
IIV I  love  you  for  a  day  ’ 
Hr  PAGES  24, 25 


TOMORROW 

MIA 

AND  ME 

Woody  Alan  > 
answers 

back  in  the  I 

MAGAZINE ■ 


Howard  seeks  to  overturn  defeat 
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By  Frances  Gibb  and  James  Landale 


MICHAEL  HOWARD  last 
night  promised  to  overturn 
changes  to  iris  tough  new 
sentencing  plans  after  foe 
Government  ‘  suffered  -  an 
right-vote  defeat  on  its  law 
and  order  policy  in  die  Lords. 

A  Bntnip  of  peers,  former 
Tory  ministers  and  judges, 
indudmg  three  past  ;  and  -, 
present  Lord  Chief  Justices, 
backed  a  crass-party  move 
giving  judges  greater  sentenc¬ 
ing  discretion. 

The  changes  give  judges 
power  to  set  aside  the  manda¬ 
tory  minimum  sentences 
which  the  Crime  (Sentence^) 
BQl  would  impose  on  persis- 
tenrburglars  and  drug  dealers 
if  they  felt  the  fixed  penalties 
would  be  unjust  • 

Lord  Bingham  of  Comhfil, 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  leading  . 
the  judicial  attack  on  the 
plans,  said  judges  simply, 
wanted  the  power  not  to 
impose  a  sentence  which  was 
“offensive'*  to  their  moral  con¬ 
sciences  and  :  professional 
judgment.  The  Home,  Secret 
tajry  immediately  condemned 
the .  changes  to  the  Bill  — . 
carried  by  180  votes  to  172  — , 
warning  that  thcyjmtatrisk 
the  Government's  .law  and 
order  measure. 

The  move  showed  that  Lab¬ 
our  could  not  be  trusted  on 
crime,  he  said-  It  would  “com¬ 
pletely  undermine  toe  tough 
and  effective  action  against 
professional  burglars  whit*  is 
contained  in  the  Crime  Bill". 

T  am  going  to  reverse  this 
amendment  because  it  drives 
a  coach  and  horses  through, 
the  provisions  at  the  Bill."  he 
told  Channel  Four  news. 

Baroness  match,  the  Home 
Office  Minister  who  led  for  the 
Government  in  foe  Lords,  said 
the  move  would  undermine 
Government  efforts  to  protect 


Beijing  tension 

Tension  continued  in  Beijing 
as  Seoul  sent  a  delegation  for 
talks  with  Chinese  officials 
about  the  North  Korean  offi¬ 
cial  taking  refuge. in  a  South 
Korean  diplomatic  com¬ 
pound.  Hwang  Jang  Yop.  72. 
is  a  confidant  of  Kim  Jong 
H _ Pages  13. 21 
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Bingham:  led  attack 

toe  public  from  persistent1 
offenders.  "Burglars  and  drug 
dealers  will  rejoice  at  these 
amendments,”  she  said.  ■ 

■’  The  defeat  was  toe  second 
InfIScfed  by  the  Lords  on  the 
Government- in  toe  past  two' 
weeks. The  other was  over  Mr 
.  Howard's  plans  for  new  poKce 
buying  powers: 

Lord  Haflsham  of  St  Mary- 
lebone,  foe  former  Conseivar 
five  Lord  . Chancellor  and  Lord 
Car&le  of  Buddow.  former 
Ttiry education  minister,  were 
among  those  helping  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  its  doeat 

It  opens  up  tbeprospecrof  a 
further  defeat  of  the  Govern*. 
matt  in  toe  Commons  in  toe 
run-up  to  toe  election  if  no 
compromise  can  be  reached. 
But  Labour,  who  did  not 
oppose  the  BDl-in  tire  Com¬ 
mons,  will  risk  accusations  of 
being  soft  on  crime  if  they  fail 
to  support  it  when  it  comes 
before  MPs  again. 

Instead.  Labour  hope  Mr 
Howard  will  now  come  under 
pressure  from  senior  Tories, 
who  have  already  voiced  their 
.concern  about  the  BQL  to 
mate  concessions  to  ensure 
the  safe  passage  of  toe  mea¬ 
sure  before  toe  election- 


jack  Straw,  the  Shadow 
Home  Secretary,  said  last 
night:  “I  repeat  my  offer  to  toe 
Home  Secretary  to  engage  in 
toe-same  constructive  discus- 
son  on  this  Lords  defeat  as  he 
and  I  had  on  toe  Police  BQL" 
The  amendments  preserved 
the  idea  of  minimum  sen¬ 
tences,  he  said,  but  made  the 
BQl  workable. 

Last  night's  defeat  came 
over  one  of  the  Bill’s  most 
controversial  measures:  pro¬ 
posals  for  mandatory  mini¬ 
mum  sentences  of  three  years 
for  repeat  (third  time)  domes¬ 
tic  buglars  and  seven  for  drug 
traffickers. 

The  BQl  also  introduces 
automatic  life  sentences  for 
second-time  violent  and  sexual 
offenders  and  abolishes  toe 
present  system  of  parole. 

Load  Bingham,  with  his 
predecessors  Lord  Taylor  of  | 
Gosforth  and  LordLane  sit¬ 
ting  near  by,  said -that  passing, 
sentence  was  not  a  “mechani¬ 
cal  task",  and  drawing  up 
rules  of  thumb  was  not  the 
solution. 

Ten  Tory  peers  voted 
against  toe  Government.  The 
Labour  amendment  was  also 
backed  by  13  past  and  present 
law  lords,  77  Labour  peers,  41 
liberal  Democrats,  -37 
crassbenchervand  the  Bish¬ 
ops  of  Birmingham  and 
Hereford. 

The  defeat  was  widely  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  Law  Society,  Bar 
and  penal  groups.  Paul 
Cavadmo,  chair  of  toe  Bmal 
Affairs  Consortium  which  rep¬ 
resents  33  criminal  justice 
bodies,  said  the  Lords  had 
"strode  a  blow  for  fairness  and 
justice  in  sentencing" 

Debate,  page  10 
Frier  RidddL  page  11 
Leading  article,  page  21 


Lorraine  McElroy,  who  was  Injured  In  the  shooting  in  Bessbrook.  “My  heart  aches  for  the  family."  she  said 

‘I  keep  seeing  soldier’s  smile’ 


By  Njchoias  Wait 
CHIEF  IRELAND 
-  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  woriian  who  narrowly 
escaped  death  in  toe  IRA 
sniper  attack  in  Co.  Armagh 
gave  a.  harrowing  account 
yesterday  of  how  lance  Bon> 
hardier  Stephen  Rosterick  was 
shot  in  the  hade  as  he  stood 
smiling  at  her. 

Lorraine  McElroy,  35.  a 
Roman  Catholic  was  taken  to 
hospital  in  the  same  ambu¬ 
lance  as' toe  soldier.  That  was 
probably  the  most  horrific 
thing  I  have  ever  endured  in 
my  life  because  I  watched  a 
young  man  dying.  I  just 
wanted  to  go  and  hold  him 
because  he  was  so  alone  and 
he  was  dying." 

Mrs  McElroy,  who  suffered 
a  ricochet  wound  to  her  head, 
said  the  soldier  greeted  her 
with  a  friendly  smile  as  she 
stepped  her  car  at  a  check¬ 


point  She  said  she  was  famil¬ 
iar  with  reports  of  soldiers 
being  killed  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land,  but  said  there  was 
nothing  that  could  prepare  her 
for  watching  a  friendly  young 
man  die.  “what  makes  it  so 


horrific  was  that  he  was 
smiling  at  me.  Last  night 
when  we  got  home  all  l  could 
think  of  was  his  face  smiling  at 
me  My  heart  just  breaks  for 
his  family."  '*\  '  • 

The  buUeUwhich  struck  the 


soldier  in  his  bade  in 
Bessbrook,  Co  Armagh,  rico¬ 
cheted  off  Ms  rifle  before 
grazing  Mrs  McElroy  above 
her  left  eye.  She  saRb  "1 
actually  thought  that  I  had 
been  shot  ana  my  husband 
thought  the  same." 

Mrs  McElroy  said  she  was 
driving  home  from  a  trip  to 
buy  ice  cream  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Tony,  also  35.  and  their 
two  children,  David,  one,  and 
Sean.  13l  They  were  figged 
down  by  L/Bdr  Rosterick  at 
the  checkpoint.  "When  it  came 
to  ourselves  toe  soldier  recog¬ 
nised  us.  He  would  always 
smile  and  say  hello  to  the  baby 
in  the  lack  of  the  car.  He  took 
my  driving  licence  and  was 
literally  handing  it  back  to  me 
and  smiling  and  saying 
thanks  when  it  happened. 
There  was  a  crack  and  a 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 


Britain 
defies  US 
to  back 
Tehran 
oil  fair 

By  Michael  Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR 

BRITAIN  is  to  sponsor  a  stand 
at  an  energy  fair  in  Tehran  in 
April,  encouraging  British 
firms  to  invest  in  Tran’s  gas 
and  oil  industry  in  defiance  of 
American  sanctions. 

The  news  conies  a  day  after 
toe  Foreign  Office  denounced 
as  “outrageous"  the  increase 
to  $Z5  million  (£15  million)  in 
toe  bounty  to  be  paid  by  an 
Iranian  foundation  far  toe 
murder  of  Salman  Rushdie, 
toe  British  author,  for  alleged¬ 
ly  blaspheming  the  Prophet. 

The  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  is  going  ahead 
with  preparations  to  set  up  a 
stand  that  would  act  as  a 
conduit  for  smaller  British 
companies  wanting  to  estab¬ 
lish  themselves  in  Iran. 

The  Foreign  Office,  which 
holds  the  Iranian  Government 
directly  responsible  for  toe 
bounty  offer,  is  pressing  far  an 
end  to  European  dialogue 
with  Iran  and  an  increase  in 
political  and  economic  pres¬ 
sure  an  Tehran. 

Yesterday,  however,  a 
spokesman  said  he  saw  "no 
contradiction"  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  British  trade  in  Iran  at 
a  time  when  political  relations 
were  deteriorating.  He  said 
"critical  dialogue"  was.stfli  the 
European  Union’s  policy  to¬ 
wards  Iran. 

About  ten  British  firms  are 
expected  to  take  part  in  the  fair 
and  the  DTI  will  offer  logisti¬ 
cal  support.  A  Foreign  Office 
spokesman  said  it  would  offer 
help  “if  asked" 

Under  legislation  intro¬ 
duced  in  toe  US  Congress  by 
Senator  Alfonse  D’Amato  and 
signed  into  law  last  August, 
any  foreign  company  that 
invests  heavily  in  Iran's  ener¬ 
gy  sector  is  liable  to  sanctions 
in  America-  However,  this 
legislation  has  not  yet  been 
enforced  against  any  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Foreign  Office  yester¬ 
day  said  that  there  had  been 
no  US  pressure  on  Britain  to 
curb  trade  with  Iran. 


Stephen  Restorick;  shot  as  he  smiled  at  family 


Parents’ plea,  page  4  |  Army  backs  fatwa.  page  14 


Romantic  John  outwoos  Tony  I  Woman  points  gun  at  judges 


By  Andrew  Pierce 

POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 


BSSSi 


JOHN  MAJOR  reveals  in  a 
Valentine’s  Day  interview  to¬ 
day  that  marriage  to  Norma 
was  the  most  significant  event 
of  his  fife  and  far  more 
important  than  becoming 
Prune  Minister. . 

Tony  Blair,  -who  has  been, 
married  to  Cherie  far  .16  years 
compared  with  toe  26-year 
union  of  John  and  Norma,  is 
much  less  romantic.  Asked  in 
Cosmopolitan  magazine; 
which  features  the  Labour 
leader  in  its  directory  of  toe 
100  sexiest  men  alive,  which 


was  the  most  significant  event 
of  his  life,  he  replied:  “Becom¬ 
ing  toe  Labour  Party  leader,” 

Mr  Major  told  Cosmopoli¬ 
tan:  "It'S  trite  but  true.  Marry¬ 
ing  Norma  is  the  single  most 
significant  event  of  my  fife.- 1 
was  married  to  Norma  long 
before  I  became  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  I  will  be  married  to 
Norma  long  after  I  cease  to  be 
Prime  Minister." 

The  party  leaders  both 
agreed  to  the  interviews  with 
the  women’s  magazine  as  part 
of-  their  effort  to  raise  their 
appeal  with  women,  voters. 
Mr  Major  wore  a  grey  suit  for 
his  interview  while  Mr  Blair 


was  more  relaxed  in  khaki 
trousers  and  denim  shirt  at  his 
Islington  home. 

The  Prime  Minister,  chal¬ 
lenged  about  his  grey  image, 
denied  he  had  been  to  an 
image  consultant  "They  are 
all  booked  up  with  the  Labour 
Party,"  he  said.  Mr  Blair 
clearly  has  not  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  services.  When 
asked  whether  his  shirt  was 
from  Gap,  he  said:  "It*s  not 
actually.  I  bought  this  from 
Burtons." 

Tracing  suspects,  page  5 
Valerie  Grove,  page  19 
Valentines,  pages  24. 25 


By  Richard  Duce 
AND  FRANCES  GIBB 

A  WOMAN  was  on  the  run 
last  night  after  she  threatened 
three  senior  judges  with  a  gun 
and  sparked  a  huge  security 
alert  at  the  Royal  Courts  of 
Justice  in  London. 

The  Victorian  Gothic  build¬ 
ings  were  sealed  off  for  more 
than  four  hours  as  armed 
police  searched  seven  miles  of 
corridors  in  a  fruitless  hunt  for 
the  woman.  Hundreds  of  be- 
wigged  judges,  barristers 
wearing  robes  and  court  offici¬ 
als  spued  out  coi  to  the 
pavement  in  The  Strand  as  the 


courts  were  evacuated.  Ail 
legal  business  for  the  day  was 
abandoned. 

The  incident,  in  oak- 
pannelled  Court  number  sev¬ 
en,  has  raised  concerns  over 
security  at  the  courts,  even  if 
the  weapon,  which  witnesses 
described  as  resembling  a 
Luger  pistol,  proves  to  have 
been  imitation. 

The  alert  began  at  about 
1220pm  yesterday  when  toe 
woman,  wearing  a  green  ano¬ 
rak,  walked  forward  from  the 
public  gallery  holding  toe  gun 
in  from  of  her  in  a  double- 
handed  police-style  grip. 

She  shouted  m.  what  was 


thought  to  be  an  American 
accent  “J  want  my  appeal 
heard  now.  I  want  my  child¬ 
ren.  If  I’m  not  heard,  I  will 
shoot  the  judges.” 

The  bench  had  been  in  the 
middle  of  handing  down  judg¬ 
ment  in  a  criminal  appeal 
unconnected  with  the  woma. 
Mr  Justice  Mance  slipped  out 
of  court  by  a  rear  door  to  raise 
toe  alarm,  leaving  behind  Mrs 
Justice  Bracewell  and  Lord 
Justice  Beldam,  who  tried  to 
calm  the  woman. 

After  brandishing  the  gun  at 
the  judges  for  some  three 
minutes,  toe  woman  left  by  toe 

Continued  on  page  2.  col  6 
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Tune  in,  fade  out,  as  the  Commons  stars  play  it 


A  slight  pause  in  Ange¬ 
la  Knight's  speed) 
rhythm'  yesterday  be-  ■ 
trayed  much.  A  last-minute  * 
change  of  vocabulary  spoke 
volumes.  The  leggy  Econom¬ 
ics  Secretaiy  to  the  Treasury 
had  been  slightly  disconcerted' . 
by  the  arrival  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  for  Questions,  just  " 
before  the  .  end  of 'Treasury 
Questions  whereshe  was  field¬ 
ing  the  last  inquiry.  Wishing 
to  explain  the  position  on  the.. 
Continent,  she  began  her 
sentence:  "So  many  of  bur 
European..."  ' 

But  then  she  lost  her  nerve. 


.John  Major  was  almost  beside 
her.  Almost  certainly  she  had. 
intended  to  say  “so  many-ofr 
our  European  partners"  (or 
“allies"-  or  even'  "friends")  — 
but.  on  second  thoughts,  'was 
'that  the  right  word?  Was 
.European  partnership  cou- 
rant  as  an  ideal  these  days? 
What  was  the  .Cabinet  cpm-- 
pzpmise  on  .this?  Had  she 
missed  an  internal  memo?.  ‘ 

•  She  could  have  ripped  over 1 
the. other  way,  and.  gone  lot  . 
“our  European  rivals”  (or ‘‘en¬ 
emies"  or  even  “foes")  but  this, 
too,  might  displease  the  Prime. 
-Minister,  and  would  certainly 


displease  her  boss,  Kenneth 
Clarjce.  -What  should  Mrs 
Knigh  t  do? 

"So  many,"  she  said,  “of  our 
European  ,fs2 .  *er  ...  coun¬ 
tries  . . "  Especially  in  politics, 
there  is  refuge  in  gibberish. 

■  Or  in  repetition.  It  has  been 
rightly  said  that  a  statesman 
must  choose  between  repeat¬ 
ing  himself  and  contradicting 
himself.  Yesterday  Tony  Blair 
asked  rite  same  question  that 
he  has  asked  at  feast'  twice 
before,  about  BSE  in  cattle  — 
what  was  the  Government 
going  to  do  .about  it?  —  and 
repealed  the  same  opinions. 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


John  Major  replied  with  the 
same  accusations  he  always 
dishes  out  on  these  occasions: 
that  the  Opposition  should 
'stop  undermining  British  agri¬ 
culture.  at  this  sensitive 
.  moment. 

,Ir  may  be  that  both  mpn 
have  decided  that  the  safest 
course  for  each  is  to  stage  a  re¬ 
run  of  favourite  Dispatch  Bax 
exchanges  from  recent  years— 


a  sort  of  These  You  Have 
Laved.,  or  House  of  Commons 
Gold  —  from  now  until  the 
election. 

There  were  a  couple  of 
variations  on  the  theme.  The 
Labour  leader  managed  to 
mention  Northern  Ireland  in 
his  .question.  This  was  pre¬ 
sumably  with  an  eye  to  pos¬ 
sible  Unionist  support  in 
the  coming  debate  on-  the 


Agriculture  Ministers  salary. 

And  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  in  the  past  has  accused 
the  Shadow  Heallh  Secretary, 
Harriet  Harman,  of  aggravat¬ 
ing  the  BSE  health  scare,  now 
appears  to  have  derided  that 
she  caused.it  almost  single- 
handed. 

A  viral  infection  in  cattle? 
Contaminated  feed?  Species 
crossover  to  humans?  Noth¬ 
ing  of  the  sort!  The  whale 
thing  was  caused  fry  .  Mrs 
Harman. 

To  loud  Tcny  cheers  behind 
him,  Mr  Major  said  that  it 
was  her  attempt  “to  stoke  up  a 


health  scare"  which  lay  behind 
the  Mis  that  Britain  now  had 
-to  pay  for  cattle  slaughter. 

“Where  is  she?"  shouted 
Government- '  backbenchers. 
Too  modest  to .  appear, 
presumably..  - 

It  really  isqute  an  adiieve- 
meritby  this  unassuming  mid- . 
dle-dass  -lady  from  Peckham 
to  have  "wrecked  die  nation's 
livestock  industry  with  qnef- 
"remark  —  “public  confidence.- 
:  b  hanging  by  a  thread"  —  in 

the  Commons  chamber. 

There  was  another  small 
change  in  Mr  Major's  script 
yesteniay.'Toriy  Blair  asked 


Ex-minister  attacks 
leak  ‘shambles’  in 
conduct  committee 
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B\  Arthur  leathley  ■ 

POLITICAL  CCJKKESPOiVDEiVr 

A  FORMER  .Tory  .  minister 
called  last  night  for  the  inter¬ 
rogation  of  senior  colleagues 
on  oath  as  part  of  a- public 
inquiry  into  leaks  from  a 
Commons  disciplinary  com- ' 
mittee. 

Richard  Ryder,  a  former 
Chief  Whip,  claimed  that  an 
MP  on  the  Commons  Stan¬ 
dards  and  Privileges  Commit¬ 
tee  had  told  journalists  that  he ' 
was  criticised  in  a  report  Mr 
Ryder  demanded  that  the  11 
committee  members  shoiilrfbe  . 
interviewed  publicly  to  discov: 
er  which  MP  had  leaked 
details  6f  the  report  before  jts 
publication  yesterday; . 

The  report  does  not  criticise 
Mr  Ryder  by  name  but  says 
that  the  Whips'  office  that  he 
headed  had  made  a  mistake  in  . 
1994  which  had  damaged  the 
work  of  an  earlier  disciplinary 
investigation. - 

Mr  Ryder  -wrote  to  Tony 
Newton,  the  committee  chair¬ 
man,  demanding  thar  the 
committee  cany  out  *  a  full 
investigation  into  “this  sham-; 
bles"  before  it  conducted  a 
bigger  inquiry  into  allegations 
against  Neil  Hamilton,  die  - 
former  Trade  Minister  ac¬ 
cused  of  accepting  cash  pay¬ 
ments  to  table  Commons 
questions. 

His  .intervention,,  and  the  ' 
threat  of  legal  action  against 
the  MP,  -overshadowed  the 
publication  of  the  comnrifree'x 
report,  which  cleared  Andrew 


Ryder:  said  an  MP  had 
leaked  criticism  of  Him 

■Mitchell,  a  Social  Security 
minister,  of  improper  behav¬ 
iour;  Mr  Mitchell,  who  served 
as  a  government  whip  on  an ' 
.earlier  disqiptinaiy  committee, 
.investigating  dai/ns  against 
Mr  Hamilton,  was  accused  by. 
Labour  of  using  his  position  ih 
1994  to  try  to  influence  fellow 
,  Tory  MPs  on  the  committee." 

The  committee,  which  com¬ 
prises  senior  MPS-  of  the  three 
-main,  parties,  accepted  Mr. 
■  Mitchell’s  assurances  that  he 
had  never  used  his -whip’s 
position  to  influence  Tories 
while  serving  on  the  Mem¬ 
bers’  Interests  Committee,  but 
had  served  simply  .as  a 
backbench  MP.-  Efive  Tories 
who  served  pn‘  the  now  de¬ 
fy  net  committee  wrote' in  ■sup¬ 
port  of  his  assurances, 

Mr  Mitchell  told  the  Stan¬ 
dards  and  Privileges  Commit¬ 
tee  during  a  public  hearing 
last  month  that  he  had  not 


even  known  that  the  Mem¬ 
bers'  Interests  Committee  was 
a  .quasi-judicial*  committee. 
However,  yesterday’s  cross- 
party  report  said:  “We  consid¬ 
er  that  all  members  should 
have  been  aware  that  the 
Members’  Interests  Select 
Committee  was  a  quasi-j'udi- 
cial  committee." 

The  report  reserved  its  main 
criticism  for  the  derision  to 
appoint  a  whip  to  the  commit¬ 
tee.  "Whips  are  particularly 
associated  with  the  political 
-  parties  they  serve,"  the  report 
by  die  Tory-dominated  cont- 
.  mittee  said. 

•  “We  conclude  that  it  is 
inappropriate  for  whips  of  die 
maun  parties  to  be  appointed 
.  to ‘any  committee  considering 
the  conduct  of  individual 
.•members  or  which  otherwise 
sit  in  a  quasi-judicial  capacity. 

“Such,  appointments  '  are 
bound  to  give  rise  to  suspi¬ 
cions  of  .  political  Interference, 
whether  such  suspicions  are 
justified  or  not  The  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr  Mitchell  was  a 
mistake  which  damaged  the 
work  of  the  select  comnuttee 
on  members’  interests  during 
1994  and  1995.  '• 

,  '  ''We  recommend  the  House 
never  in  future  appoints  a 
whip  of  one  of  the  main  parties 
to  .  any  quasi-judicial  select 
committee."  The  report  said 
that  Sir  Geoffrey  Johnson 
Smith,  then  chairman  of  the 
.Members’  Interests  commit¬ 
tee.  Had  not  been  consulted 
about  the  appointment  of  a 
■  whip  to  his  Committee. 


Sir  Richard  Scott  yesterday:  "The  record  over  the  past  years  suggests  there  needs  to  be  a  supervisory  mechanism1" 

Scott  calls  for  check  on  ministers 


By  Valerie  Elliott 
'  WHITEHALL  EDITOR 

SIR  Richard  Scott  the  Vice- 
Chancellor.  said  last  night 
that  Parliament  should  ap¬ 
point  a  watchdog  to  check 
that  government  ministers 
were  not  withholding  infor¬ 
mation  from  MPs.  . 

In  an  interview  to  mark  the 
first  anniversary  tomorrow  of 
his  report  into  the  arms-to- 
Iraq  affair.  Sir  Richard  said 
that  he  was  particularly  con¬ 
cerned  by  ministers’  use  of  the 
term  “commercial  confidenti¬ 
ality'’  to  block  information. 

During  his  inquiry  be  was 
aware  of  the  frequent  use  of 


"commercial  confidentiality” 
in  relation  to  defence  sales 
overseas.  “When  government 
has  to  weigh  up  the  public 
interest  exception,  what  sort 
of  commerciai  confidentiality 
is  of  sufficient  weight  to  offset 
the  balance  of  something  that 
is  of  the  highest  democratic 
importance?"  Sir  Richard 
said  yesterday. 

He  believes  that  ministers 
could  still  be  misleading  MPs 
and  that  it  is  important  fo 
establish  an  independent 
check.  He  suggested  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  an  officer  of 
Parliament  who  had  toe  right 
to  call  papers  and  see  whether 
toe  Government  had  exceed¬ 


ed  its  use  of  “public  interest 
exceptions". 

This  week  toe  House  of 
Commons  for  toe  first  time 
published  a  list  of  questions 
tabled  by  MPs  that  were 
blocked  by  the  Government 
during  the  past  year..  The 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  blocked  toe  highest 
number.  51  questions,  citing 
commercial  confidentiality  in 
14  cases.  -The  Ministry  of 
Defence  blocked  50  questions. 

There  has  been  particular 
concern  among  MPs  about 
difficulties  in  obtaining  infar1 
mation  on  government  work 
hived  off  to  private  firms  and 
quasi-independent  bodies.  Sir 


Richard  has  not  monitored- 
the  answers,  but  he  sakh  “The 
record  over  the  past  years 
suggests  there  needs  to  be  a 
supervisoiymedtanism, inde¬ 
pendent  of  government;-  to 
keep  an  eye  bn-  whether  toe 
public  interest  exception  is 
properly  used  or  overused." 

Sir  Richard  was  otherwise 
pleased  with  government  re- 
.sponse  to  his  report  It  was 
“reasonable"  that  a  final  deci¬ 
sion  on-  a; new  systa^Tbr 
export  licences  haa'Beeri.  de¬ 
layed  until  after -toe  election. 
R  was  "exeefiepr  that  the  new- 
harm,  test  now ;  applied.-'  to 
public  interest  "  immunity 
certificates. 


More  is  less 


Major  derides  Labour 
devolution  proposals 

By  Jill  Sherman  and  Andrew  Pierce 


Was£lT2p0’CvAT' 

(Mai  o) 


JOHN  MAJOR  will  today 
attack  Labour  over  its  devolu¬ 
tion  plans,  claiming  they 
would  "destroy  1.000  years  of 
British  history". 

Speaking  at  the  Welsh  Con¬ 
ference  in  HoiyweiL  the  Prime 
Minister  will  attempt  to  de¬ 
flect  attention  from  Monday’s 
censure  motion  an  Douglas 
Hogg  by  insisting  that  Mr 
Blair  would  "gerrymander 
Britain  and  play  party  politics 
with  our  nation".  He  will  add: 
“Labour  would  throw  a  bone 
to  toe  yapping  dogs  in  Welsh 
and  Scottish  separatism  in  the 
vain  hope  that  they  might 
follow  the  party." 

Mr  Major  will  also  open  a 
Commons  debate  on  toe  con¬ 
stitution  next  Thursday,  in  an 
attempt  to  return  to  the  offen¬ 


sive  on  the  issue  after  the 
erabarassing  row  over  Ste¬ 
phen  Done  Li's  change  of  tac¬ 
tics  on  a  Scottish  Parliament 
Tony  Blairts  aides  said  the 
Labour  leader  was  now  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  March  20  general 
election.  But  that  date  was 
firmly  ruled  out  by  Tory  party 
sources  last  night  and  the 
Prime  Minister  again  pom  ted 
to  May  1  in.  a  television 
interview.  But  in  a  dear  hint 
that  the  date  would  be  later 
rather  than  sooner,  Mr  Major 
said:  “There  is  a  general 
election  in  the  not  too  distant 
future.  People  should  sit  bade 
and  relax  and  not  get  too  over¬ 
excited  about  it" 

He  said  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  had  no  need  to  go  to  the 
country  early  when  there  was 


surft  a  heavy  and  important 
legislative  programme  going 
through  Parliament  with  Bills 
on  education,  firearms  and 
law  and  order. 

Mr  Major  refused  to  rule 
out  a  televised  debate  with 
Labour  and  said  he  looked 
forward  to  the  campaign.  He 
derided  Labour’s  vote  of  cen¬ 
sure  on-Douglas  Hogg’s  han¬ 
dling  of  toe  beef  crisis  as  a 
stunt  and  said  be  would  not 
be  offering  deals  to  the  Ulster 
Unionists  to  preserve  toe  Gov¬ 
ernments  majority.But  it 
emerged  that  Malcolm 
Rifkind  is  to  fly  back  from 
Singapore  this  weekend'  to. 
ensure  a  foil  Tory  turnout  fen- 
toe  debate,  which  could  pre¬ 
cipitate  a  vote  of  confidence  if 
the  Government  is  defeated. 


Shot  soldier  I  Gun  scare  at  courts 
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Compaq  De$kpro  2000  5133  Ml 620 
Intel  Pentium"'  1 13-MHz  processor 
1.6GB  hard  drive 
16-MB  memory,  256KB  cache 
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Continued  from  page  I 
flash  and  the  next  thing  I 
knew  there  was  blood  pouring 
from  my  head." 

Mrs  Me  Elroy  was  scornful 
yesterday  of  the  IRA  and  said 
she  would  hare  to  think  that 
toe  world  thought  the  terror¬ 
ists  represented  Irish  Cath¬ 
olics. 

She  said:  “Whoever  did  this 
had  a  dear  view  of  what  they 
were  doing.  They  saw  that 
soldier,  they  saw  him  speak¬ 
ing  to  me.  There  was  a  baby 
seat  in  toe  bade  of  the  car,  they 
didn’t  know  my  baby  was  in  it. 
They  did  not  care  ...  they 
killed  that  man  and  were  quite 
happy  to  kill  me  and  whoever 
elsc  was  with  rne  as  long  as 
they  got  him." 

In  Peterborough,  where 
L/Bdr  Rosierick’S  grieving, 
family  gathered  al  his  home, 
his  parents,  John  and  Rita 
Restorick.  condemned  the  IRA 
as  •'cowards'*  bur  called  for 
calm  and  appealed  for  toe 
loyalists  not  to  retaliate. 

The  shooting  was  widely 
condemned  on  both  sides  of 
toe  Irish  border  yesterday. 
John  Bruton,  the  Irish  Prime 
Minister,  told  the  Irish  Parlia¬ 
ment:  ‘"This  murder  is  anti- 
Irish  and  it  is  antithetical  to  all 
the  interests  of  all  toe  Irish 
people." 


Parents’  plea,  page  4 


Continued  from  page  I 
same  door  as  Mr  Justice 
Mance,  and  disappeared  in 
the  Labyrinth  of  corridors.  She 
came  within  yards  of  toe  Lord 
Chief  Justice.  Lord  Bingham 
ofComhill. 

Mr  Thomas  MacKinnon, 
the  barrister  conducting  the 
interrupted  appeal  said  Lord 
Justice  Beldam  and  Mrs  Jus¬ 
tice  Bracewell  deserved  med¬ 
als  for  bravery.  “The  woman 
sprinted  from  the  public  gal¬ 
lery  at  the  rear  of  the  court  and 
up  the  stairs  beside  the  judges' 
bench." 

He  described  how  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  Mance  calmly  left  *e 
court  while  Mrs  Justice 
Bracewell  told  the  woman: 
“Why  don’t  you  put  your  gun 


down?.  Levs  consider  this." 
Mr  MacKinnon,  who  said  the 
weapon  resembled  a  Second 
World  War  Luger,  added: 
“There  is  some  debate  as  fo 
whether  it  was  a  real  gun.  She 
told  everyone  not  to  move,  and 
when  the  senior  court  regis¬ 
trar.  Ray  Armstrong,  moved . 
towards  her  and  said  he 
would  like  to  take  down 
details  of  her  case,  she  pointed 
the  gun  at  him  and  said:  ‘No 
one  will  get  hurt  if  you  don’t 
move.  If  anyone  moves,  you 
will  all  get  shot’" 

He  said  the  woman,  who 
was  5ft  2m,  appeared  de¬ 
ranged  and  talked  gibberish. 

The  court  shorthand  writer, 
who  is  pregnzntwas  last  night 
said  to  be  deeply  shocked. 

One.  theory  is  that  the 
woman,  had  intended  to  target 
Mis  Justice  Bracewell,  a  fam¬ 
ily  division  judge,  because  her 
grievance  appeared  m  centre 
on  a  child-custody  matter. 

Within  10  minutes,  police 
had  drafted  in  an  armed 
response  team  cartying  mach¬ 
ine-guns.  The  search,  over¬ 
seen  by  Superintendent 
Louisa  Elliston,  relied  on' 
blueprints  of  the  1871  building 
designed  bv  Georse  Street. 


Bracewell:  “'deserves 
medal  for  bravery" 


After  it  was  wound  down. 
Ms  Elliston  said:  "We  have 
not  found  any  sign  ofthe  lady 
or  of  a  weapon.  We  have  a 


suspect.” 


him  whether  it  was  true  that 
the  cost  of  the  crisis  had  now 
-reached  £3J36biIlion- 

“Yes,"  said  Major,  that  was 
true. 

.  For  a  second,  Mr  Blair, 
footed  quite  taken  aback.  It 
was  as  ill foe  stage  prompt  had 
given  the  PM  the  wrong  line. 
-  Hewas  supposed  to  ignore  toe 
question,  whereupon  toe  Lab¬ 
our  leader’s  script,  directed 
him -to  taunt  toe  PM  for 
evasion.  But  He  had  not  ig¬ 
nored  toe  question.  What  was 
Bfoir.  to  do? 

;  Easy. :  He  .ignored  the 

answer. 
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Judge  backs 
boy,  9,  over 
foster  care 

A  High  Court  judge  yesterday 
upheld  a  nine-year-old  boy’s 
right  ,  to  say  who  he  wants  fo 
look  after  him.  Mr  Justice 
Scott  .  Baker  criticised  Devon 
sodsi  services  for  threatening 
a  foster  couple  with  jail  unless 
they  gave  up  the  child.  - 
The  boy  had  lived  with  toe 
couple  for  2h  years  and  was 
happy  they  were  going  to 
-adopt  him.  Nobcfoy  had 
asked  the  child's  opinion  be¬ 
fore  deciding  he  should  be 
handed  back  to  a  previous 
foster  couple  be  had  not  seen 
for  over  two  years.  The  judge 
ruled  that  the  boys  wishes 
and  feelings  were  paramount 

No  link  between 
officers9  deaths 

Peter  Curran,  38,  a  prison 
officer  from  Whitemopr  jail. 
Cambridgeshire,  found  dead 
19  months  after  disappearing, 
died  from  “immersion  in  wat¬ 
er",  police  said.  He  was  found 
in  his  submerged  car. 

Police  found  no  link  be¬ 
tween,  the  deaths  of  Mr  Cur¬ 
ran  and  Marcia  Whitehurst 
37,  another  officer  at  die  jail 
who  toed  in  similar  rircum- 
stances  last  month. 

Police  suspended 
over  sex  claims 

Three  officers  have  been  sus¬ 
pended  'over  allegations  of 
indecent  sexual  behaviour  in¬ 
volving  a  strippagram 
woman  at  a-  birthday  party  in 
toe  bar  of  the  Lancashire 
Police  training  centre  at 
Hutton,  near  Preston.  Fifteen 
officers  from  different  forces 
have  been  ordered  to  leave  toe 
centre.  The  Police  Complaints 
Authority  is  to  supervise  an 
investigation. 

Couple  jailed  for 
blowing  up  house 

A  couple  who  blew  up  their 
house  to  claim  £310,000  on 
insurance  have  been  jailed  for 
2*2  years  by  Gloucester 
Crown  Court  Abdul  and  Julie 
Patel  46,  were  convicted  of 
arson.  The  couple  who  were 
£44,000  in  arrears  with  mort¬ 
gage  payments  and  feared 
subsidence  had  made  the 
property  unsaleable,  blamed 
a  racist  attack  after  a  fire  at 
their  house  in  Gloucester. 

Anti-gun  group's 
Elm  campaign 

The  Snowdrop  Petition,  the 
anti-gun  campaign  set  up 
after  toe  Dunblane  massacre, 
is  to  mn  a  £1  million  cinema, 

press  and  poster  advertising 
campaign  in  the  run-up  to  toe 
election.  The  London  adver¬ 
tising  agency  Delaney  Fletch¬ 
er  Bozell  is  offering  its 
services  free  of  charge  to  keep 
the  handgun  issue  in  the 
public  mind  during  toe  elec¬ 
tion  campaign. 

Woman  priest  at 
St  Paul’s  delight 

The  Rev  Lay  Winkett  toe' 
first  woman  priest  to  be 
appointed  to  St  Paul's  Cathe¬ 
dral.  said  yesterday  she  waS 
"delighted"  to  accept  ,  the  job 
as  a  minor  canon,  which  has 
dismayed  traditionalists. 

Miss  Winkett.  29,  who  is  on 
a  siding,  holiday  in  Austria, 
said  that  she  was  looking 
forward  to  working  at  toe 
cathedral  from  September. 

Leading  artide.  page  21 


-ST.  JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE  ST.  LONDON  E8  4SA. 

(Charity  Nd  231323) 
Since  1505  we  have  shared 
the  grief  and  eaied  the  pain 
ot  countless  soi&tng  sods. 1 
Last  year  alone  900  found 
peace  with  the  help  of  ywtr 
vital  gHts.  Most  of  them  (Bed 
of  cancer  -  bat  so  sertneif 
that  yon  would  hardly  know. 
You  anettfl  Is  as  tooomagBg 
as  your  generosity  and  we 
thank  yon  for  yonr  inspiring 
trust ' 
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Victim’s  mother  spotted  signs  missed  by  doctor 


error 


BY  A  STAFF  Rfi^OlOBR 

A  FAMILY  doctor  who  failed 
to  perform  a  ample  test  that 
could  have  saved  die  life  of  a 
young  father  and  then  tried  to 
falsify  his  medical  records  has 
beet*  jailed  for  a  year  for 
manstaughier.  •  •  ■  . 

Salim  Najada,  a  GP  in 
Birmingham,  failed  to  diag¬ 
nose  diabetes  in  peter  Cedes, 
28,  though  he  was  showring  the 
classic  signs  of  the  condition 
and  even  his-  mother  .had 
guessed  that  he  had  diabetes: 

Mr.  Coles,  of  King’s  Heath, 
Birmingham,  who  had  two 
children  aged  five  and  three, 
lapsed  into  a -diabetic  coma 
and  died  at  Birmingham’s 
Selly  Oak.  Hospital  on  £>ecem- 
ber  6,  J992-  He  had  visited 
Najada,  who  ran  a  single- 
handed  practice  in  King'S 
Heath,  several  times  during 
the  previous  three  wades  com¬ 
plaining  of  a  dry  mouth, 
excessive  thirst,  dizziness  and 


Salim  Najada,  left,  who  failed  to  identify  Peter  Coles's 
condition,  instead  prescribing  medicine  for  vertigo 


On  one  occasion  he  took  a 
sample  of  urine,  but  Najada 
did  not  test  it  Instead  he  was 
given  a  sick  note,  a  mouth 
spray  and  treatment  for  a 
chest  infection  and  vertigo. 

Nigel  Rumfitt,  QC,  for  the 
prosecution,  told  the  jury  at 
Birmingham  Crown  Court 
that  Najada-  v^- /Taizninally 
incompetent".  He  said  that 
Najada  had  falsified  fits  medi¬ 
cal  notes  when  the  coroner 
began  investigating  to  make  it 
appear  that  he  had  been 


aware  of  the  serious  nature  of 
his  patient’s  conditim  but  had 
bees  unable  to  persuade  him 
to  attend  hospital.  However, 
bis  deception  was  revealed  at 
the  inquest  when  the.  coroner 
produced  a  photocopy  of  the 
original,  unamended  notes. 

•  Najada,  a  Jordaruan  who 
qualified  in  Madrid,  was 
jailed  for  12  months  after 
being  convicted  of  manslaugh¬ 
ter  and  perverting  tire  course 
of  justice:  He  began  his  sen¬ 
tence  in  December  but  die 
judge  imposed,  a  ban  on 
reporting  the  ease  because 
other  charges  were  pending. 
The  ban  was  lifted  yesterday, 
after  the  other  charges  were 
abandoned. 

Najada  has  had  ah  eventful 
career  since  registering  to 


!  in  Britain  in  1581.  His 
practice  partner, 
Danuta  Kaczmarska,  was 
murdered  in  1986.  She  'had 
been  hit  over  the  head  and  her 
body  bnmr  on  a  gyre  of 
cushions  at  her  Birmingham 
home.  Najada,  who  admitted 
laving  ah  affair  with  "  Dr 
Kaczmarska,  was  briefly 
arrested  but  was  not  charged 
and  the  murder  remains  un¬ 
solved. 

Frank  Coles,  fee  dead  man’s 
father,  said  that  the  sentence 
was  ridiculous/  His  wife, 
60,  said  she  had 
f  her  son  to  ask  the  doctor 
to  do  a  test  for  diabetes/"!  bad 
noticed  he  was  drinking  exces¬ 
sively  and  said  it  might  be 
diabetes  so  he  should  see  the 
doctor  and  take  a  sample  with 


Killer  Sams  riven 


By  Paul  Wxuonson 

MICHAEL  SAMS,  the  IdHer 
and  kidnapper,  was, yesterday 
given  another cjghj.  y^arsj  i?i 
jail  for  holding  a  probation 
officer  hostage  tp.  ^raw  public 
attenuoq  to  his  •  -prison 
grievances. 

.Sams,  grveri"four.  life,  sen¬ 
tences  in  ur  July  1993  for  the 
murder  of  Julie  Dart,  a  Leeds 
prostitute,  and  the  kidnap  of 
Stephanie  Slater,  a  Binmng- 
hara  estate  agent,  had  taken. 
Julia  Fladc  hostage  inside 
Wakefield  jail.  He  was  found 
not  guilty  at  Durham  Crown 
Court  of  attempting  to  murder 
Mrs  Flack,  the  wife  of  the 
Bishop  of  Huntingdon;  but 
guilty  of  false  imprisonment 

Sams,  55,  originally  from 
Newark.  Nottinghamshire, 
had  told  the  court  that  be 
planned  to  take  a  hostage  so 
he  could  air  his  anger  at  the 
refusal  of  legal  aid  for  him  to 
sue  for  libel  over  Miss  SI  alerts 
datm  in  her  book  that  she  was 
raped  while  she  was  his 
prisoner.  He  was  also  in¬ 
censed  that  the  prison  authqnr 
ties  had  prevented  him  setting 
his  paintings  for  children's  ■ 
charities  and  refused  to  con¬ 
sider  his  complaint  that  six  of 
his  books  on  railways  had- 
been  stolen  by  staff. 

Mrs  Flack.  50,  who  was 
accompanied  in  court  by  her 
husband  John,  who  was  arch¬ 
deacon  of  Pontefract  at  the 
time  of  the  attack,  was  upset  at 
the  verdict.  She  dropped  her 
head  and  wiped  tears  from,  her 
eyes. 

The  eight-year  sentence  will 
run  concurrently  with  the  life 
sentence.  Mr  Justice  More¬ 
land  described  the  offence  of 
folse  imprisonment  as  “very 

grave"  but  suggested  that  me 

Director  of  Prisons  and  Chief 
Inspector  of  Prisons  should 
investigate .  the  way  that 
Sams’s  complaints  were 


Julia  Fladfo  was  held  ' 
hostage  on  prison  visit 

handled.  ;  ( 

-  The  court  was  told  that 
when  Mrs  Flack  tried  to  hit  a 
panic  button,  Sams,  who  was 
armed  with  a  sharpened  metal 
spike  and  a  length  of  tape,  told 
ben  “Touch  That  button  and 
you  are  dead” 

Fellow  inmates  said  they 
heard  Mrs  Hack  scream  ‘'al¬ 
most  Hke'  death”  and  found- 
Sams  with  his  left  arm  around 
her  neck  and  struggling  with 
her  on  the  floor.  After  the 
verdict  Mrs  Hack  said:  “Al¬ 
though  he  is  already  serving  a 
life  sentence  l  think  it  was 
right  he was  prosecuted  for  his 
attadt  which  indeed  did 
threaten  uiy  lift  His  convic¬ 
tion  gives  a  message  to  every¬ 
one  in  prison  that  the  law  will 
uphold  the  right  of  people  like 
myself  not  to  fobs  intimidation 
or  assault  from  prisoners. " 

She  said  thar  being  cross- 
examined  fey  Sams  was  “a 
considerable  ordeal  for  me 
personally  but  nevertheless  it 
was  important  as  part  of  my 
own  recovery  process.  1  would 
go  back  to  working  in  a  prison 
again  if  1  had  the  chance  but 
that  is  not  up  for  discussion  at 
the  moment.*  ’ 


Grobbelaar 
'took  cash 
for  forecasts 
not  fixing’ 

By  LtN  Jenkins 

MONEY  alleged  to  have  been 
received  by  Bruce  Grobbelaar 
to  rig  itmfchfe  was pSid jfiirely 
for  forecasting  results^  the 
goalkeeper  told  Winchester 
Crown  Court  yesterday. 

Mr  Grobbelaar  said  that  he 
had  neve¥  thrown  a- match  or 
accepted  money  to  do  so. 
Asked  by  his  counsel,  Rodney 
Kievan,  QC  if  £25,000  he  had 
given  to  Christopher  Vincent 
a  friend,  to  invest  in.  their 
"native  Zimbabwe  had  been  “a 
reward  for  throwing  games", 
he  replied:  “There  is  no  truth 
in  that"  1 

He  said  that  his  bond  with 
the  Liverpool  fans  would  have 
prevented  him  from  letting 
them  dawn.  “You  don’t  go  on 
to  the  field  to  lose  games.” 

Mr  Grobbelaar,  39,  was 
giving  evidence  for  the  first 
time  on  the  21st  day  of  the  triaL 
He  and  Hans  Segers,  35,  John 
Eashanu.  34,  and  Henj»  Suan 
Lira,  31,  deny  conspiring  to 
give  and  accept  corrupt  pay¬ 
ments.  "Mr  Grobbelaar  also 
denies  '  corruptly  accepting 
£2,000  from  Mr  Vincent 
The  goalkeeper  said  he  had 
been  introduced  to  Mr  Urn,  a 
Malaysian  businessman,  by 
Mr  Fashanu,  who  said  he 
might '.be  able  to  find  investors 
for  a  safari  park  project  in 
Zimbabwe,  later  Mr  Lim 
asked  if  be  was  interested  in 
forecasting  games,  something 
he  had  done  before  for  a 
newspaper  in  Norway. 

"Naturally  The  answer  was 
yes.  He  said  he  world  give  me 
some  money:  £250  for  a  correct 
forecast  of  first  division  match¬ 
es,"  Mr  Grobbelaar  said. 

He  admitted  receiving 
£1,000  cash  from  Mr  Lim  at  a 
Manchester  hotel -but  said  it 
was  for  .forecasting,  not 
match-fixing  as  Mr  Vincent 
had  claimed. 

The  trial  continues. 


BT  refuses  inquiry  over  staffs 
lucky  lines  to  Concorde  flight 


TWO  British  Telecom  staff 
who  beat  30  miflipn  callers 
trying  to  win  £10  Concorde 
tickets  work  for  the  depart¬ 
ment  that  designs  computer 

data  for  the  telephone  system, 

it  emerged  yestatJay- 

Qpf-nlar  and  Dean 


By  Glen  Owen  and  Stephen  Fakrblx, 

usually  costs  £5,400.  The  offer 
was  one  of  the  most-over^b- 
scribed  ever,  with  20  million 
rails  between  9.50pm  and 
I0J5p*n-  '  ' 

Despite  BT*S  resistance  that 
the  offer  was  a  lottery  for  all 
those  taking  part;  experts  last 
night  called  for  an  investiga¬ 
tion,.  claiming  that  insiders 

_ _  L..u  oluwt  M(tl  |H 
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has  insisted  the  win  was  pure, 
chance  “We  came  in  to  do 
some  work,  and  thought  it 
was  worth  a  go.  Some  might 
think  that  we  found  some  way 
round  it,  but  it  is  not  true.”  : 

A  BT  spokesman  insisted 
there  would  be  no  investigar 
tion  -  without  evidence  of 
wrongdoing.  He  refused  to 
reveal  the  men's  jobs  at  Data 
Buttd.  One  of  their  colleagues 
confirmed  that  the  depart¬ 
ment  built  the  data  that  runs 
the  telephone  system,  but 
added:  “I  cant  tell  you  any 
more  about  what  we  da  We 
all  have  to  sign  the  Official 
Secrets  Act  you  know.’’  .  . 

A  BA  spokesman  said  it 
would  not  caO  for  an  investi¬ 
gation  either '“BT  assures  us 
that  this  was  p  urely  a  comri- 
dence  and  there  is  nothing  to 
worry  ablMjlL,, 


.1 


him."  Mrs  Cote  said.  “When 
he  came  home  he  told  me  the 
doctor  said  it  was  a  chest 
infection.  I  Name  Najada  for 
mysort'ff-death-  If  he  had  done 
bis  job  property  Peter  would 
stffl  be  around  today.  Hell  be 
out  soon  tart  I’ve  lost  my  son 
-  forever  and  his  kids  have  lost 
,  titeir father” 

Mr  Cole’s  former  wife  Su¬ 
san,  32,  a  nurse,  is  hoping  to 
cfohn  cavil  damages  against 
Najada. 

It  is  estimated  that  1.4 
million  Britons  suffer  from 
diabetes  —  an  inability  to 
produce  sufficient  insulin  — 
and  the  average  GP  has  50 
cases  on  his  list  Diabetes  can 
be  easily  diagnosed  by  placing 
a  dipstick  in  a  sample  erf  urine. 
The  diagnosis  is  cmSrmed  by 
a  blood  test  and  the  condition 
can  be  treated  by  control  of  the 
diet  or  injections  of  insulin. 

Dr  Najada,  was  final 
£3,000  in  1993  by  the  family 
health  services  authority,  but 
allowed  to  continue  in  practice 
until  convicted  last  November. 
His  900  patients  were  asked  to 
find  new  GPS  by  the  end  of  last 
year. 

When  he  has  completed  his 
sentence,  which  could  be  in 
eight  months,  the  General 
Medical  Councfi  will  consider 
his  case  and  is  expected  to 
strike  him  off  the  medical 
register.  Although  he  would 
have  the  right  of  appeal  for 
restoration  to  the  register  after 
12  months,  it  is  unfikely  that 
such  an  appeal  would  succeed. 


Louise  Woodward  arriving  handcuffed  at  the  court  yesterday 


Nanny  pleads 
not  guilty  to 
baby  murder 

From  quenttn  Letts  in  boston 

THE  nanny  accused  of  murdering  a  ninwnonth- 
old  baby  in  America  pleaded  not  guilty  yesterday. 
Louise  Woodward,  J8,  of  Elton.  Cheshire,  listened 
to  Judge  Bietzerts  decision  to  refuse  her  bail  in 
silence  at  the  small  district  court  in  the  quiet 
Boston  suburb  of  Newton. 

Matthew  Eappen  died  of  a  brain  haemorrhage, 
allegedly  after  being  struck  on  the  head.  Miss 
Woodward  has  admitted  losing  her  temper  with 
the  child,  shaking  him  and  throwing  him  on  to  a 
pile  of  towels. 

Lynn  Rooney,  the  Assistant  District  Attorney, 
disclosed  that  a  post-mortem  examination  had 
found  a  24  in  fracture  in  the  rear  right-hand  side  of 
the  baby’s  skull.  “This  child  died  after  a  blunt  force 
trauma  to  the  head,"  she  said.  “It  would  suggest 
that  die  amount  of  force  was  extremely  severe.  He 
was  struck  against  an  extremely  hard  object 
causing  trauma  and  whiplash  bruising  inside  the 
head.” 

Maria  Galvagna,  for  Miss  Woodward,  said  she 
was  “no  threat  to  the  community  or  the  victim’s 
family".  She  added:  “Despite  the  feet  that  she  is 
British,  she  should  be  accorded  all  the  rights  of  this 
court;  including  a  presumption  of  innocence." 

Miss  Woodward  stood  expressionless  through¬ 
out  the  brief  hearing.  She  had  arrived  at  die  courr 
in  leg-irons,  arms  held  in  front  of  her  in  handcuffs 
and  seemingly  bewildered  by  the  bright  sunshine, 
noisy  television  cameras  and  intrigued  onlookers. 

Miss  Galvagna  said  that  a  leading  Massachu¬ 
setts  barrister  had  offered  to  take  Miss  Woodward 
In.  It  was  “hard  and  unjust"  to  keep  her  in  the 
women’s  prison  in  nearby  Framingham,  where 
she  had  been  moved  from  solitary  confinement  to  a 
general  wing.  However.  Judge  Bletzer  swiftly 
rejected  her  request  for  bail. 

A  grand  jury  will  decide  the  severity  of  the 
murder  charges. to  be  faced  by  Miss  Woodward. 
They  range  from  manslaughter,  the  least  serious, 
to  mat  degree  murder,  which  could  cany  a  life 
sentence.  The  defence's  tactics  may  include  a 
request  for  a  mental  examination. 

The  defendant's  father,  Gary  Woodward,  a 
builder,  watched  yesterdays  hearing  from  the 
front  row  of  the  public  seats.  “I  have  no  comment 
at  this  time."  he  said. 
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A  fuDy  fitted  bedroom  profeassionafly 
designed,  individually  made  to  measure 
and  installed  in  jtmr  home  by  craftsmen. 
For  the  price  of  a  wardrobe  that  you  will  find 
in  a  high  street  store  may  sound  like  fiction, 
but  at  Sharps  this  week  -  ttfs  feet  Every 
bedroom  in  our  reage  of  8d  design  Styles  is 
reduced,  which  means  you  could  have  « 


SHARPS 

bedrooms 

AmeoihmfSwldiHlQUGnup 


new  suite  of  tailor-made  bedroom  furniture 
which  maximises  your  room's  storage 
space,  whatever  its  shape  or  size,  for  the 
same  price  as  just  one  Hem  of  free-standing 
furniture.  Plus  this  week  there's  an  extra 
10%  off.  7b  find  out  more,  visit  your 
nearest  Sharps  Bedrooms  showroom  today 
and  lake  advantage  of  this  truly  great  offer. 
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V1SITYOUR  NEAREST  SHOWROOM  OR  PHONE  FREE  NOW  ON  0800  789  789 

'Reductions  uke^  from  fist  price.  Minimum  list  price  £1 600.  tSpctial  offer  applies  to  orders  ot  £1500  or  above.  a 
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‘For  goodness  sake,  get  round  the  table — we  want  his  death  to  focus  people’s  minds 

Murdered  soldier’s 
parents  appeal  for 
calm  after  shooting 


By  Adrian  Lee 

STEPHEN  RESTORICK.  the 
soldier  murdered  by  an  IRA 
sniper,  was  an  outgoing,  fun* 
loving  young  man  who  loved 
rave  music  and  mountain 
biking,  but  it  was  the  Army 
that  giave  him  a  purpose  in 
life,  friends  said  yesterday. 

As  his  family  gathered  at  his 
home  in  Peterborough.  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire.  his  parents  John 
and  Rita  Restorick  condemned 
the  IRA  as  cowards  but  called 
for  cairn  and  appealed  for  the 
loyalists  not  to  retaliate.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Restorick  hope  that 
their  son's  death  will  inspire 
renewed  efforts  for  peace. 

‘I  think  ultimately  Ireland 
should  be  one  country.”  said 
Mrs  Restorick.  47.  Both 
parents  said  the  Government 
must  accept  some  of  the  blame 
for  letting  peace  “slip  through 
their  fingers". 

“For  goodness  sake,  get 


Stephen,  aged  five:  as  a 
boy.  he  wanted  to  join  up 

round  the  table,"  was  Mrs 
Restorick’s  message.  “We 
want  his  death  do  focus  peo¬ 
ple’s  minds.  I  expected  this  to 
make  just  a  little  paragraph  in 
the  newspapers,  hidden  away, 
but  at  least  people  are  taking 
notice.  It  could  not  have  been  a 
better  life  that  has  been  wast¬ 
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ed."  The  couple,  with  their 
other  son,  Mark,  26.  said  they 
had  decided  to  speak  to  the 
media  to  draw  as  much  atten¬ 
tion  as  possible  to  the  killing. 
They  said  they  would  remem¬ 
ber  their  son,  who  would  have 
been  24  this  month,  as  an 
extrovert,  with  a  smile  on  his 
face,  and  full  of  affection,  “He 
would  always  throw  his  arms 
around  me."  said  his  mother. 

“The  danger  was  not  some¬ 
thing  we  really  spoke  about," 
she  said.  "It  was  just  under¬ 
stood  between  us  that  it  went 
with  the  job.  As  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  joining  the  Army 
was  the  last  thing  I  wanted 
him  to  do  but  you  can’t  dictate 
how  your  children  live." 

Of  their  last  telephone  con¬ 
versation,  on  Sunday.  Mrs 
Restorick  said:  “He  was  just 
talking  about  the  long  hours 
he  was  working.  It  was  just 
checks,  that  sort  of  thing,  but 
he  was  happy  enough. 

“I  don’t  blame  the  Army  at 
all  for  what  has  happened  —  it 
was  just  one  of  those  things." 

Mr  Restorick  said  he  sat 
down  with  his  son  when  he 
derided  to  join  the  Army  and 
explained  that  he  might  find 
himself  on  the  front  line  in 
Northern  Ireland.  “He  accept¬ 
ed  that." 

From  the  moment  he  made 
his  first  model  aircraft  and 
hung  it  horn  his  bedroom 
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A  soldier  on  patrol  yesterday  hear  the  scene  in  Bessbrook. South  Armagh,  where  Stephen  Restorick  was  shot  by  a  sniper  at  a  checkpoint 


easy-going  nature  and  ready 
sense  of  humour  made  him 
many  friends  in  his  battery 
and  regiment" 

Lance  Bombardier  Restor¬ 
ick  —  who  had  been  planning 
to  leave  the  Army  in  a  couple 
of  years,  his  parents  said  — 
will  be  cremated  in  Peterbor¬ 
ough  but  there  will  not  be  a 
hill  military  funeral,  at  his 
parents!  request.  “No  rifles,  no 
shooting  over  the  grave."  said 
his  father. 


ceiling,  Stephen  dreamed  of 
joining  the  Armed  Forces.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Air 
Training  Corps  in  Peterbor¬ 
ough  and  stayed  on  an  extra 
year  into  the  sixth  form  at 
Bushfield  Community  School 
to  retake  his  GCSEs.  hoping  to 
follow  his  father  —  a  sergeant 
fitter  for  22  years  —  into  the 
RAF.  But  cutbacks  meant  he. 
was  denied  his  first  choke. 

The  teenager  had  a  series  of 
temporary  jobs  and  was  un¬ 


employed  when  he  signed  up 
with  the  Army. 

When  he  passed  out  after 
training  in  1992,  he  finished  in 
the  top  10  per  dent  of  his 
group,  winning  selection  to 
the  3rd  regiment  of  the  Royal 
Horse  Artillery.  As  a  19-year- 
old  he  went  on  his  first  tour  to 
Northern  Ireland,  in  the  same 
year,  and  returned  there  from 
tiie  regimental  base  at 
Topdiffe,  North  Yorkshire,  for 
a  second  six-month  duty  in 


October  last  year.  Lisa  Fel¬ 
lows.  23.  a  school  friend  for  six 
years,  said:  “He  did  not  enjoy 
Northern  Ireland  but  the 
Army  gave  him  a  purpose  in 
life  after  bring  unemployed. 
He  found  it  difficult  being 
away  ,  from  his  family  and 
friends. 

“I  feel  angry,  he  was  so 
young,  it  is  unfair.  He  always 
wanted  to  go  into  the  forces  — 
die  Airfix  models  hanging 
from  his  ceiling  were  a  stand¬ 


ing  joke."  Colin  Clark,  24, 
went  for  a  meal  in  Prierbor- 
ough-with  him  when. Stephen 
returned  home  briefly  over 
Christmas.  “We  got  quite 
drunk,  ate  too  much,  said  Mr 
Clark,  an  accountant.  “We  did 
speak  about  Northern  Ire¬ 
land;  he  said  he  could  never 
relax  over  there." 

His  commanding  officer, 
lieutenant  Colonel  Matthew 
Sykes,  said:  “He  was  a  thor¬ 
oughly  popular  man.  His 


Mm  Sniper’s  weapon  was  meant  for  machines,  not  men 
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By  Nicholas  Watt  and  M  ichael  Evans 


John  and  Rita  Restorick  spoke  to  their  son  on  Sunday 


AN  IRA  gunman  armed  with 
a  5ft~long  American  sniper 
rifle  is  thought  to  have  been 
responsible  for  the  murder  of 
Lance  Bombardier  Stephen 
Restorick. 

The  rifle,  a  Barrett  “Light 
50”  M82A1,  was  developed  to 
penetrate  armour  and  destroy 
equipment,  such  as  aircraft 
and  radars.  It  fires  a  bullet 
weighing  just  over  I’z  ounces 
at  1900ft  per  second,  and 
would  have  a  devastating 
impact  on  a  human  target  “It 
would  be  like  bring  hit  by  a 
three-ton  truck."  Ian  Hogg, 


the  Editor  of  Jane's  Infantry 
Weapons,  said. 

The  gun  is  believed  to  have 
been  smuggled  out  of  the 
United  States  several  years 
ago  and  the  IRA  may  have 
two  in  its  armoury.  It  is  used 
by  the  US  Army  and  bas  also 
been  purchased  try  the  SAS 
because  of  its  anti-equipment 
capability. 

Lance  Bombardier  Res¬ 
torick  was  the  first  soldier  to 
be  murdered  by  an  IRA 
sniper  since  December  1993. 
His  death  brings  to  12  the 
number  of  troops  and  RUC 


The  5ft  Barrett  Light  50  was  designed  to  pierce  armour- 


officers  killed  by  snipers  since 
1992.  There  has  been  specula-1 
tion  in  Northern  Ireland  that 
one  sniper  has  been  responsi¬ 
ble  for  all  the  shootings,  but 
security  sources  believe  that 
the  IRA  has  trained  more 


than  one  person  to  fire  such 
weapons. 

Lance  Bombardier  Res¬ 
torick  was  hit  by  a  single 
05-calibre  round.  The  Barrett 
Light  50  has  a  range  of  more 
than  2,000  yards  for  large 


equipment  but.  would  be  ac¬ 
curate  against  a,  human  target 
bom  a  maximum  of  about 
600  yards,  Mr  Hogg  said.  . 

He  described  the  semi-auto¬ 
matic  rifle, 'With  a  telescopic 
sight  and  mounted  bn  a 
bipod,  as  relatively  simple  to 
use.  The  gunman  may  have 
fired  from  the  back  of  a  van  . 
before  escaping  to  an  IRA 
safe  house  along  the  bonier 
from  the  murder  scenic,'  ai 
Bessbrook;  in  Co  Armagh. 
IRA  snipers  lure  also  opened  _ 
fire  from  behind  waUs.  hnd,’ 
from  specially  built  plarforrtis.  ’ 

During  (he  last  wave  of  I RA 
shootings  the  words  “Sniper 


at  work"  were  emblazoned 
above  a  drawing  of  a  gunman 
on  a  mock  road  sign.  This  was 
amended  to  include  the  words 
“On .  hold”  during  the  18- 
monlh  ceasefire. 

The  IRA  relaunched  its 
campaign  of  violence  in 
Northern  Ireland  last  October 
with  two  car  bombs  at  the 
Army’s  headquarters.  The 
•shooting  o fiance  Bombadier 
Restorick  ‘is  likely  to  have 
been  endorsed  by  die  terrorist 
leadership.' "One  of  the  most 
hardline  IRA  members  in 
South  Armagh  sits  on  the 
Provisional  IRA'S'  army 
council. 
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Life  cover  might  not  be  one  of  the  most  romantic  gifts  but  it  does  show 
your  partner  you  really  care.  It  could  give  them  financial  support  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  Which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  a  bunch  of  flowers. 
And,  from  only  £6  per  month.  Life  cover  from  Abbey  National 
is  probably  cheaper  than  the  average  bouquet.  Just  phone  us  or  pop 
into  your  local  branch.  Why  waste  time  when  it's  that  easy  to  arrange? 


0800  30  20  30 

(reference  A473C/10) 
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seeking  suspects  in 


Bit  Oliver  August 


PRIVATE  defectircs  are  being 
hired  for  up  to  £500  a  case  to 
fold  foe  anonymous  senders  or 
Valentine  cards.'  They  use 
modem  surveillance  tcchhd- 
ogy  and  handwriting  analysis 
to  track  down  senders. 

Frustration  at  missing  out 
on  what  could  be  a  beautiful 
romance  is  foe  main  motiva¬ 
tion  for  the  detectives1  clients. 
Barrington  Detective  Bureau, 
in  Mayfair,  said:  “We  are 
inundated  with  calls.  People 
are  desperate  to  find  out 
where  the  anonymous  cards 
come  from.  The  investigations 
are  not  always  successful  but 
we  have  a  reasonable  success 
rate." 

Anusch  Massarrat,  23,  re¬ 
ceived  an  anonymous  card  in' 
foe  post  last  year.  The  front  of 
the  card  was  adorned  with  the 
words  Free  Love  printed  in  the 
shape  of  a  heart,  while  the 
back  simply  said  Holiday 
Love  in  red  handwriting-  Ms 
Massarrat,  an  assistant  at  a 
west  London  film  production 


company,  picked  foe  dumber 
of  a  private  investigator  out  of 
the  Yellow  Pages  and  handed 

over  the  card  and  a  list' of 
possible  suspects.  She  said:  "I 
simply  bad  to:  know-  .This 
could  be  the  dream  tower.  If  he 
is  so  sure  he  wants  me  then  I 
should  at  least  have.ajook.at- 
him.  I  thought,  it  must  be 
someone  I  have  been  oh- 


pages  24  and  25 


holiday  with.  That's  a  limited 

number  of  people." - 
A  week  later,  the  detective 
sent  foe  card  back,  saying  that 
he  could  exdude  most;  of  foe 
people  on  the  list  bat  was 
unable  to  pinpoint  the  sender. 
He  said  he  had  compared  the 
nispeds' addresses  to  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  post  office  that 
processed  the  card  as  indicat¬ 


Bashful  snuggles 
up  to  babytalk 


By  Alan  Hamilton 


BABYCAKES  is  aiming  Cu¬ 
pid's  arrow  at  Harry  foe 
Hunky  Money,  and  Mr 
Happy  Pants  is  on  the  prowl 
again.  Beebtet  Bunny  has 
stuck  his  head  above  foe 
parapet,  Woofer  has  designs 
on  Diddly  Wumps.  and  that 
perpetually  lovesick  -  pair, 
Woozzie  Woqpots  and  Fluffy 
Wufiykins,  are  on  foe  loose. 

Watch  out  Breathless  of 
Brampton,  it  is  St  Valentine's 
Day.  that  one  occasion  of  die 
year  when  a  bashful  nation  is 
permitted  to  apply  the  Ian' 
suage  of  the  nursery  to  foe 
intentions  of  the  boudoir,  and 
to  do  so  in  public. 

Today  two  entire  pages,  of 
The  7rmes  .are  surrendered  to 
readers  In  the  name  of  love, 
whether  tine,  unrequited  or 
merely  wishful. 

tf  t^ere  is  a  message  in  this 
year’s  messages,  it  is;  that 
romance  is  not  cbnfinedto  the 
early  stages  of  the  mating 
game,  but  can  still  blossom, 
like  Christmas  roses,  long 
after  the  first  summer  of 
passion  is  past 
Many  of  today’s  crop  speak 
of  love  in  its  late  autumn; 
"Fifty  not  out  thanks  toyou’V 
“To  my  wife  and  Valentine  of 
51  years  with  grateful  thanks^, 
"Our  silver,  years  together 
have  been  divine’*- 
What  lasting  partnership 
created:  “My  Forties  Valen¬ 
tine,  fifty  ysars  on  you’re 
mine"?  And  is  there  a  late 


flowering  of  passion  behind: 
“Thank  yon  for  lighting  the 
evening  of  my  life"? 

'  Babycakes  and  Cuddle 
Puppy  Bogle  Woof  may  still 
want  to  haggle  and  pash,  but 
there  is  an  older,  wiser 
thought  behind  Norberfs 
message  to  Agnes:  "We  never 
thought  of  divorce,  but  often 
of  murder.’* . 

.If  anything,  baby  language 
is  in  decline  this  year,  with  a 
bit  less  of  the  humply- 
d  umpires  and  woagly- 
wogglies,  and  a  great  many 
messages  are,  as  tradition 
demands,  unsigned. 

Several  *  would-be  suitors 
quote  Robert  Bums.  as.  ro¬ 
mantic  a  poet  as  ever  soib- 
bled  a  line,  provided  you  can 
penetrate  foe.  18th  century 
Ayrshire  dialect.  Others  are 
philosopher  in,  their  own. 
right,  like  foe  ohe  who  states 
boldly.  "Life  without  you  fa 
like  -a  broken  penal  — 
pointless."  • 

One  message  buried  deep 
in  today’s  cohmms  fa  especial¬ 
ly  down-to-earth,  and  will 
pve  comfort  to  all  who  pick 
up  fofa  newspaper,  only  to 
remember  they  have  forgotten 
the  token  of  love"  that  was 
expected  with  the  -morning 
tea:  “Hey  there  Georgie  giri 
the  future  is  ours;  my  love  is 
constant  so  bugger  the 
flowere." 

There  is,  after  all  always 
tins  evening. 


I'll  be  vour  Valentine 


Will  vou  be  mine? 


Sponsor  a  dog  Hke  me  today -and  you’ll . 
gain  a  truly  loving  friend... 

That’s  right,  for  just  £l  a  week  you  can  . 
sponsor  an  abandoned  dog  like  me.  You’ll  be 
helping  the  National  Canine  Defence  League 
to  give  me,  or  another  dog  who  may  sever  be 
re-homed,  a  safe  and  happy  life  at  one  of  ics 
rescue  centres.  You’ll  also  help  the  hJCDL  to 
care  for  other  needy  dogs.  In  return,  you’ll  get 

a  sponsor’s  certificate,- updates  on  your  dog 

-  and  a  very  feithful  friend.  So  if  you  want 

mie  love  for  ev«i  sponsor  a  dog  today. 


VfS.  «'d  t-YVE  a  best  friend 
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ed  by  the  postmark.  He  also 
researched  the  origin  of  the 
card  and  conducted  a  hand¬ 
writing  analysis  on  the  basis 
ofr  handwritten  letters  given  to 
him  by  Ms  Massarrat  The 
investigation  cost  £200. 

.  The  Confidential  Investiga¬ 
tions  agency  .in  Kflbura,  west 
London,  raid  it  used  ex- 
rarvicemen  in  Valaitine’s  card 
cases.  They  were  trained  in 
"discreet  video  -surveillance 
and  telephone  recording".  A 
brochure  promises  "compre¬ 
hensive  service  and  expert 
advice  in  strictest  confidence". 

Defectives  say  there  fa  no 
age  limit  on  the  Valentines 
seeking  their  services.  Robert 
Anker  of  AAble  Investigations 
in  Romford,  east  London,  said 
he  investigated  a  card  sent  to  a 
ISyear-dd  Mormon  girl.  He 
said:  “Tbe  girl  received  foe 
card  in  the  post  but  was  so 
embarrassed  she  pur  it  in  her 
father's  Bible.  The  card  said 
how  wonderful  she  was  and 
how  the  sender  wanted  to 


Families 
send  cards 
to  their 


pet  loves 


Anusch  Massarrafs  search  for  the  sender  of  the  Valentine’s  card  she  received  in  the  post  was  unsuccessful 


spend  the  rest  of  his  life  with 
her.  The  sender  said  he  want¬ 
ed  to  meet  her  an  Valentine’s 
Day  at  McDonald’s. 

“The  mother  then  found  the 
card  in  the  Bible  and  suspect¬ 
ed  her  husband  was  up  to 
Something  because  it  was 
hidden  in  his  Bible.  She  con¬ 
tacted  us  and  handed  us 


family  photographs  of  her 
husband.  Two  of  our  opera¬ 
tives  went  to  McDonald’s 
under  cover  at  the  suggested 
tune.  “And  indeed,  her  hus¬ 
band  turned  up.  But  with  him 
he  had  the  girl's  two  grandfa¬ 
thers.  As  it  turned  out.  the 
three  had  planned  a  special 
treat  for  the  gjrL  The  mother 


was  very  relieved.  Really,  a 
very  touching  case." 

□  A  couple  are  due  to  many 
at  Ashford  Internationa!  Sta¬ 
tion  today  after  collecting 
Eurostar  vouchers  in  The 
Times.  Yvonne  McMeei.  44, 
and  Barry  Cooke,  50.  will 
spend  their  honeymoon  in 
Rtris  after  arriving  by  train. 


The  ceremony  in  the  station’s 
VIP  lounge  will  be  the  first 
wedding  to  have  been  held 
there.  Eurostar  staff  will  act  as 
witnesses  for  foe  couple,  who 
come  from  Watford,  Ms 
McMeei  said:  "We  came  to 
see  the  terminal  and  fell  in 
love  with  it  We  always  want¬ 
ed  a  honeymoon  in  Paris." 


AN  INCREASING  number  of 
people  are  sending  Valentine 
cards  to  their  pets  (Alan  Ham¬ 
ilton  writes).  The  Plain  Eng-- 
lish  Campaign  found  that 
dogs  and  horses  won  most 
hearts. 

Chrissie  Maher,  director  of 
the  campaign,  said  that  staff 
interviewed  customers  outside 
card  shops  to  discover  buying 
patterns:  “Many  people  said 
they  had  bought  a  card  for 
their  pet.  We  thought  they 
were  using  an  affectionate 
term  for  their  partner.  In  fact 
they  were  referring  to  their 
animals."  Most  were  with 
families,  and  often  accompa¬ 
nied  by  young  children. 

“We  have  known  for  several 
years  that  people  send  Christ¬ 
mas  and  birthday  cards  to 
their  animals,  but  sending 
Valentines  fa  a  new  trend," 
said  Ms  Maher,  who  lives  on  a 
Derbyshire  smallholding  with 
five  dogs.  45  cats  and  several 
cows.  She  has  never  sent  a 
card  to  any  of  them. 

□  The  campaign's  award  for 
the  "yuckiest"  verse  went  to: 
"One  day  Cupid  spotted  me 
and  found  it  in  his  heart.  To 
pull  his  little  bowstrings  back 
and  shat  me  with  his  dart" 
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sue  men  cleared 
of  racist  murder 


THE  PARENTS  of  Stephen 
Lawrence,  the  Hack  teenager 
murdered  at  a  bus  stop,  were 
last  night  planning  a  civil 
action  for  damages  against  the 
Five  white  men  originally  ac¬ 
cused  of  killing  him. 

Lawyers  for  the  Lawrence 
family  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  after  the  jury  at  rfte 
inquest  into  his  stabbing  ruled 
unanimously  that  he  had  been 
unlawfully  killed  in  a  “com¬ 
pletely  unprovoked  racist  at¬ 
tack  by  five  white  youths". 

Three  of  the  men  accused  of 
the  murder  in  a  private  prose- 


By  Michael.Horsnell 

ctrtion  brought  by  the  family 
were  acquitted  at  the  Old 
Bailey  last  year.  NeQ  Aroint 
21.  Luke  Knight.  20.  and  Gary 
Dobson,  21,  all  unemployed, 
from  southeast  London,  were 
acquitted  on  the  direction  of 
Mr  Justice  Curtis.  Two  others, 
Jamie  Acourt.  19.  and  David 
Norris,  20.  walked  free  at 
committal  proceedings  in  De¬ 
cember  1993.  Under  the  com¬ 
mon  law  privilege  of  silence, 
all  five  declined  to  answer 
questions  that  they  believed 
might  incriminate  them  when 
called  to  give  evidence  during 


Sir  Montague  Levine,  the  coroner,  said  Stephen 
Lawrence  was  killed  “just  because  he  was  black” 


the  inquest  at  Southwark  Cor¬ 
oner's  Court.  . 

The  Lawrence  family  will 
also  lodge  a  formal  complaint 
about  the  conduct  of  die 
Metropolitan  Police  in  the 
hours  alter  the  murder  on  the 
night  of  April  22. 1993,  as  Mr 
Lawrence.  18,  waited  in 
Eltham.  southeast  London,  for 
a  bus  home.  The  inquest  was 
told  that  officers  faded  to  make 
immediate  house-to-house  in¬ 
quiries  in  the  street  along 
which  his  attackers  fled,  los¬ 
ing  valuable  time. 

The  first  detectives  on  the 
scene  also  failed  to  use  impor¬ 
tant  criminal  intelligence  data 
pinpointing  families  in  the 
area  already  under  investiga¬ 
tion  for  racial  harassment.  It 
was  admitted  in  court  that  the 
office  at  Plumsfead  police  sta¬ 
tion  where  intelligence  was 
collated  was  locked  at  night 
and  information  was  therefore 
unavailable 

The  jury  of  six  men  and  four 
women  took  30  minutes  to 
reach  their  verdict  at  the  end 
of  the  four-day  resumed  in¬ 
quest.  Mr  Lawrences  mother, 
Doreen.  44,  who  collapsed 
weeping  into  the  arms  of 
members  of  her  family,  said 
later.  “Right  from  the  start  on 
the  night  our  son  was  mur¬ 
dered.  ir  seemed  that  in  the 


Cheryl  Sktiey,  Stephen  Lawrence’s  aunt,  reading  a  statement  outside  the  coronet’s  court  after  the  verdict 


minds  of  the  police,  he  was 
only  a  black  boy  —  why 
bother?  No-one  can  convince 
me  otherwise." 

She  added  that  during  the 
inquest,  “what  was  coming 
across  for  me  was  that  none  of 
the  officers  saw  it  lit  to  go 
round  to  known  suspects’ 
homes  even  just  to  eliminate 
them  from  die  inquiry.” 

After  the  verdict  Sir  Monta¬ 
gue  Levine,  the  coroner,  called 
for  a  review  of  local  police 
intelligence  systems  which,  he 
said,  should  store  information 


on  criminal  groups,  their  ad¬ 
dresses  and  weaponry,  and 
which  should  be  available  24 
hours  a  day  to  a 11  stations. 

He  said:  “What  we  have 
established  in  this  inquest  is 
that  a  group  of  white  youths 
killed  a  young  man  in  cold 
blood  and  for  no  other  reason, 
it  would  appear,  than  that  die 
colour  of  his  skin  was  black. 
This  was  not  a  fight  between 
men  which  had  ended  in  a 
death.  This  was  an  horrific 
crime,  totally  unprovoked,  in 
which  a  group  of  cowardly 
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young  men  attacked  an  unsus¬ 
pecting,  innocent  youth  and 
which  resulted  in  him  bleed¬ 
ing  to  death."  Sir  Montague 
appealed  for  calm  in  the 
community  and  appealed  for 
witnesses  to  come  forward. 

Imran  Khan,  the  Lawrence 
family's  solicitor,  said:  “We 
are  strongly  considering  tak¬ 
ing  further  legal-'  action 
through  the  courts  and  -we 
hope  that  during  those  pro¬ 
ceedings  nobody  can  possibly 
claim  any  sort  of  privilege  of 
silence.  Civil  action  will  be 


against  those  individuals  we 
consider  might,  have  been, 
responsible  in  some  way  for 
the  death  of  Stephen  Law¬ 
rence." 

Mr  Khan  saicT  a  formal 
complaint  would  be  lodged 
with  the  Police  Complaints 
Authority  against  officers  who 
were  in  chargeof  the  murder 
investigation  on  foe  night  of 
•the' murder.  “If  the  PCA  said 
there  were  officers  who  were 
negligent  in  their  duties,  then 
we  would  proceed  with  .civil 
action  against  them." 


Police 

defend 

inquiry 

'  BrUNJENJUNS 

THE  Metropolitan  P°fi«  De¬ 
sisted  yesterday  that  _Tts 
officers:  had  done  everything 
they  could  from  the  beginning 
-of  foe  mvestigation.  .  > 

■  Ian  Johnston.  .  Asststaitt 
Commissioner,  said:  "It  is  a 
matter  of  deep  regret  to  jn& 
and  to  foe  officers  involved  m 
this  terrible  murder  that- we 
have  hot  been  able  to  see  the 
murderers  successfully  pros* 

cuted."  -  . 

He  said  Mrs  Lawrence  had 

his  deepest  sympathy  biit  add- . 

ed:  *T  believe  right  from  the 
start  we  did  all  we  could:  Shi! 
is  someone  who  has  had  her 
son  taken  away  by  a  group  of 
racist  murderers,  but  she  has 
a  perspective  on  tins  case 
which  1  do  not  share."  He1, 
added  that  the  case  remained 
open: 

Criticism  that  police  were 
slow  to  begin  house-to-house 
inquiries,  railed  to  act  on  an 
anonymous  tip  and  unneces¬ 
sarily  investigated  Stephen^? 
background  was  unfounded,, 
hesaid.  It  was  routine  to  look . 
into  foe  circumstances  of  a 
victim  and  officers  could,  not 
make  arrests  on  an  anony¬ 
mous  dp,  although  they  had 
begun  a  surveillance  opera¬ 
tion  as  a  result  of  it 

Mr  Johnston  said:  “The 
family  are  entitled  to  expect 
.  Stephen’s  killers  to  be  brought 
to  justice,  but  this  can  only  be 
done  if  the  necessary  evidence 
is  found.  Sadly,  in  this  case,  it 
was  not.  but  that  was  not 
because  we  did  not  try."  ; 


University  education  and  framing  open  to  all  adults. 


Health  risk 
in  contact 
lens  cases 

Manufacturers  of  contact  lens 
solutions  are  being  asked  to 
warn  customers  not  to  wash 
their  lens  cases  in  tap  water, 
because  reseaiph  has'  shown 
that  it  can  lead  to  a  rare 
disease,  acanthambeba  kera¬ 
titis,  in  which  the  eye  is  eaten 
away  by.  infection.  The  stor¬ 
age  cases  can  be  washed  with 
sterile  solutions  or  boiled 
water.  The  Medicines  Control 
Agency  is  asking  manufactur¬ 
ers  to  modify  their  labelling. 

Boy  dies  in  fall  ; 

A  boy  has  died  after  jumping 
down  a  flight  of  .sevea  steps 
after  assembly  at  HtOfieki 
School  Hornsey,  north 
London.  Ashley  Sendee.  16, 
hit  his  head  on  a  ceiling  lintel 
then  fefl.  striking  his  head  on 
the  bottom  step. 

Opera  victory 

Open-air  opera  performances 
at  the  Jacobean  manor  house 
of  Leonard  Ingrams  in  Gar- 
single  n,  Oxfordshire,  against 
which  villagers  have  cam¬ 
paigned.  were  given  the  go- 
ahead  for  seven  years  by  the 
Environment  Department 

Scout  power 

British  Energy  is  joining  the 
AA.  Walls  and  Vanxhalf  in 
sponsoring  (he  Scout  Associ¬ 
ation.  It  will  pay  £12.000  a 
year  to  sponsor  the  new  badge 
in  public  relations  proficien¬ 
cy,  for  which  20.000  Scouts 
are  expected  to  try. 

Murder  charge 

A  man  accused  of  battering  a 
neighbour's  four-year-old  son 
to  death  with  a  hammer  was 
remanded  in  custody  at  Glas¬ 
gow  Sheriff  Court  James 
Reid.  59.  of  Castlemilk.  is 
charged  with  murdering 
James  Ward. 

Home  to  roost 

Planners  have  refused  to  al¬ 
low  a  Grade  H  listed  dovecote 
to  become  a  home  for  people. 
The  dovecote  at  Kemerton. 
near  Tewkesbury,  once 
housed  400  birds.  The  owners 
were  ordered  to  return  it  to  the 
original  state 

One  good  turn 

Charity  workers  have  been 
given  stolen  bicycles  by  Ports¬ 
mouth  police.  TTie  three  cycles 
will  be  used  by  Age  Concern 
volunteers,  who  do  chores  for 
elderiy  people,  in  the  hope 
that  their  owners  will  see  and 
reclaim  them. 


Big  rise  in  public 
disorder  revealed 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


A  BIG.  increase  in  public 
disorder  is  to  be  disclosed  by 
Labour  today.  The  number  of 
incidents  such  as  unaccept¬ 
able  noise  from  neighbours, 
rowdy  behaviour  by  children 
and  drunkenness  rose  in  20 
police  areasfipm IS  rafllfcp  to": 
1-8  million  over  three  years.  , 
according  to  statistics  com¬ 
piled  by  the 

The  figures.-  were, 
from  alrnoSt  hatf^of 
forces  in  England  and  Wales, 
including-  Greater 
Manchester,  Bedfordshire. 
Cambrid  geshire.  Dorset, 
Gloucestershire  and  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Police. 

Jack  Straw,  foe  Shadow 
Home  Secretory,  will  disclose 
the  rise  in  a  speech  outlining 
Labours  “zero  tolerance”  poli¬ 
cy  on  antisocial  behaviour  in 
public  places. 

A1  the  launch  of  a  neigh¬ 
bourhood  anti-nuisance  strat¬ 
egy  in  his  Blackburn 
constituency,  Mr  Straw  will 
set  out  Labour’s  “three  Rs" 


to  curbing  disorder: 

.  responsibility  and 
revival  comprise  pur  strategy 
for  zero  tolerance.  The  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  system  today,  espe¬ 
cially  the  youth  justice  system, 
is  indulgent  of  much  antisocial 
\  Behaviour,  especially  an  the 
streets  and  fo  public  places.  “  - 
-  •  UndCT.j^abouris  proposals, 
a  senior  police  officer  or  a  local 
authority  ^ymuld  be  able  to 
apply  for  a  mmmunify  safety 
order  that  could  impose  a 
curfew  on  teenage  tearaways, 
exclude  people  from  certain 
areas  or  ban  them  from  apr 
proaching  named  individuals* 

Anyone  breaching  the  order 
would  face  imprisonment  or, 
if  they  were  aged  under  T&  a 
community  sentence.  Parents 
of  young  troublemakers  could 
be  ordered  to  attend  counsel 
ling  or  guidance  sessions. 

The  disorder  statistics-  for 
1993  to  1996  were  provided  by 
police  forces  to"  help  foe  Envi¬ 
ronment  Department  to  set 
the  sue  of  their  cash  grant.  " 
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Breast  cancer  death  toll 
falls  as  awareness  grows 


By  Jeremy  Laurance.  health  correspondent 


DEATHS  from  breast  cancer 
are  falling  among  women 
under  65  because  rumours  are 
being  spotted  earlier,  a  study 
has  found. 

The  fall,  which  is  occurring 
across  the  country  despite  a 
rise  in  cases,  began  in  the 
early  1990s  after  more  than 
two  decades  in  which  h  had 
risen  to  the  highest  in  the 
world.  Scientists  had  suggest¬ 
ed  that  new  treatments,  espe¬ 
cially  the  introduction  of  the 
hormonal  drug  tamoxifen, 
were  prolonging  lives. 

However,  a  study  of  more 
than  8,000  breast  cancer  pa¬ 


tients  in  East  Anglia  has  found 
that  the  earlier  detection  of 
tumours  since  the  mid-1980s 
and  their  smaller  size  at 
diagnosis  accounts  for  most  of 
the  improvement  in  survival 
Although  the  number  of  cases 
rose  between  1982-85  and  1986- 
89  by  around  18  per  cent, 
deaths  in  tire  under-65s  fell  by 
almost  10  per  cent 
Diane  Stockton  and  col¬ 
leagues  from  the  East  Anglian 
Canoer  intelligence  Unit  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge  say 
in  the  British  Medical  Jour¬ 
nal  that  greater  awareness 
among  women  and  their  doc¬ 


tors  is  the  most  likely  explana¬ 
tion  of  earlier  diagnosis. 

This  success  in  detecting 
cancers  is  not  attributable  to 
breast  screening;  the  study 
took  place  before  screening 
was  widely  introduced  in  die 
region  after  1989, 

The  stydy  showed  a  50  per 
cent  increase  between  the  two 
periods  it  covered  in  women 
bring  diagnosed  with  early 
stage  breast  cancer,  and  earli¬ 
er  diagnosis  increases  the 
chances  of  survival. 

However,  the  chances  of 
survival  with  early  stage  can¬ 
cer  did  not  improve  in  women 


Specialist  experience  is  vital 


THE  report  of  the  East  Angli¬ 
an  survey  on  breast  cancer 
emphasises  the  importance  of 
awareness  among  patients 
and  doctors.  Treatment  of 
malignant  disease  in  the 
breast  was  improving,  and 
there  is  now  an  increasing 
understanding  that 
specialisation  in  cancer  sur¬ 
gery  by  medical  staff  gives 
patients  a  better  chance. 

A  course  at  the  Royal  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Surgeons  this  week  has 
stressed  that  specialised  train¬ 
ing  will  enable  a  surgeon  not 
only  to  wield  his  scalpel  with 
greater  skill,  but  to  have  a 
greater  understanding  of  the 
radiotherapy  and  chemo¬ 
therapy  prescribed  by  the 

multi-disciplinary  team  who 
work  together  in  the  best 
breast-cancer  units. 

Dr  Audrey  Tucker,  for  a 


Medical  briefing 

d> 

great  many  years  a  consultant 
radiologist  at  St  Bartholo¬ 
mew's  Hospital,  London,  and 
the  doyenne  of  the  British 
doctors  who  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  breast  screening, 
said  yesterday;  “ Regular 
mammographs  undertaken 
by  staff,  whether  doctors, 
radiographers  or  nurses,  who 
have  been  thoroughly  trained 
and  are  experienced,  will  pick 
up  small  tumours  af  a  time 
when  even  acclaimed  special¬ 
ists  may  miss  them  on  clinical 
examination. 

“The  earlier  tumours  are 


found,  the  greater  the  chance 
of  survival" 

One  of  Britain's  largest  em¬ 
ployers  of  women  encourages 
them  very  firmly  to  attend  for 
regular  screening,  and  have 
mammographs  (breast  X- 
rays)  from  the  age  of  40. 

Among  women  who  have 
had  breast  cancer  detected  as 
a  result  of  this  practised 
scheme,  nine  out  often  are  still 
alive  20  years  later. 

Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


aged  50-64.  suggesting  that  the 
use  of  tamoxifen  had  no  effect. 
A  study  in  the  Netherlands 
also  found  no  improvement  in 
survival  after  the  wider  use  of 
treatments. 

Ms  Stockton  said  that  only 
40  per  cent  erf  women  in  the 
study  with  early  stage  cancer 
were  treated  with  tamoxifen 
compared  with  90  per  cent 
now.  “Since  1989.  there  have 
been  many  changes  in  treat¬ 
ment  with  more  extensive  use 
of  tamoxifen,  more  use  of 
adjuvant  chemotherapy  and 
more  referrals  to  specialist 
cancer  centres  which  should 
improve  survival  further,"  she 
said. 

□  Patients  with  cancer  of  the 
stomach  and  gullet  may  wait 
up  to  3*2  years  for  diagnosis  — 
although  the  average  is  17 
weeks  ’  —  reducing  their 
chances  of  survival.  The 
delays  occur  because  GPs  do 
not  refer  promptly  and  hospi¬ 
tals  do  not  investigate  urgent¬ 
ly,  a  study  of  115  patients  at 
Leeds  General  Infirmary 
showed. 

Most  people  survive  the 
cancers  if  they  are  caught 
early,  the  researchers  say  in 
the  British  Medical  Journal. 

□  Keeping  a  pet  is  more 
important  to  many  people 
than  the  allergy  symptoms 
they  cause.  A  Canadian  study 
of  341  people  diagnosed  with 
chronic  allergy  to  cats  and 
dogs  found  only  one  in  five 
followed  medical  advice  to  get 
rid  of  their  pet.  Even  when  the 
animal  died,  three  quarters  of 
the  patients  replaced  it  with 
another  pet 


Molly  responding  to  its  owners 
By  Michael  Hornsby 


MOLLY,  a  deaf  dalmatian.  is 
being  taught  to  respond  to 
sign  language.  The  dog  was 
bom  with  a  defect  that  afflicts 
between  7  and  8  per  cent  of  its 
breed;  normally  such  dogs  are 
put  down  within  a  few  weeks 
as  it  is  difficult  fully  to 
socialise  them. 

However.  Molly’s  breeder 
found  a  home  for  the  puppy 
with  Amanda  and  Simon 
Price  and  their  three  daugh¬ 
ters  in  Wandsworth,  south¬ 
west  London.  “We  were  fold 
she  would  need  special  care, 
but  we  decided  to  boy.  her." 
Mrs  Price  said. 

With  the  help  of  Steve 
CoOis.  a  dog  psychologist 
with  the  Blue  Cross  animal 


sign  language 


hand  mmiwand  fa  dt  The  dog  first  had  to  be  trained  to  look  at  humans  regularly 


try  side  and  let  off  the  lead  just 
like  a  hearing  dog." 

So  far  Molly  has  ventured 
no  further  than  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  park  where  she  trails 
an.  8ft  canvas  strap  attached 
by  a  heavy  metal  clasp  to  hex 
collar.  “If  she  looks  like 
taking  off.  we  can  stamp  on 
the  strap  ,  and  restrain  her," 
Mrs  Price  said. 

James  Wood,  head  of  the 
Animal  Health  Trust’s  epide¬ 
miology  unit,  said:  “The  con¬ 
dition  appears  to  be  associ¬ 
ated  with  a  deficiency  in  the 
melanocytes,  the  cells  that 
deliver  pigment  to  skin  and 
hair.  OtW  white-haired  dogs 
also  have  a  history  of  hearing 
difficulties.  Dalmatians  are 
bom  completely  -white  and 
develop  their  spots  later. 


charity,  the  Prices  are  teach¬ 
ing  Molly,  now  two,  to  recog¬ 
nise  hand  and  arm  signals  as 
a  substitute  for  verbal  com¬ 
mands.  “Already  she  obeys 
simple  orders  such  as  ‘come’, 
‘stay*  and  ‘sit*,"  Mis  Price 
said.  "If  she  Is  only  a  few 
yards  away  a  slight  move¬ 
ment  wife  a  finger  is  enough, 
but  if  she  is  further  .off  more 
vigorous  gestures  with  the 
whole  hand  or  arm  axe 
needed."  ' 

"  The  family  had  been 
warned  that  Molly  might  be 


bad-tempered  because  of  its. 
h^nrijrap  but  they  have  had 
no  trouble. 

Mr  Ccdlis.  a  former  RAF 
dog  handler,  said:  "The  first 
thing  was  to  get  Molly  to  look 
at  humans  regularly  for  guid¬ 
ance  and  contacL  I  did  that  try 
gently  throwing  a  soft  object 
at  her  to  get  her  .  attention. 
.When  die  obeyed  signals 
correctly  she  would  be  re¬ 
warded  with  Chocolate.  The 
.  ultimate  goal  ,  is  to  get  h  er  so 
well  trained  that  she  can  be 
taken  far  walks  in  the  court- 


freezes  the  price  of  love 


.  By  Robin  Young  - 

VALENTINE’S  DAY  is  an 
opportunity  for  shops  to  in¬ 
crease  the  price  of  flowers  and 
chocolates,  80  per  cent  of 
aduhs  told  a  survey  by  foe  Co¬ 
op  {CWS  Retail).  As  a  result 
the  chain  has  frozen  the  price 
of  flowers  and  boxed,  choco¬ 
lates  until  tomorrow;  Other 
supermarkets  are  continuing 
.  offers  of  heart-shaped  special¬ 
ities.  In  some  cases  until  next 
Tuesday,  so  forgetful  lovers 
still  have  a  chance  to  make 
amends. 

Advertised  promotions  in¬ 
clude: 

ASda:  dfced  turkey  thigh  £223  per 
kg.  rump  steak  £7.49  per  kg.  baby 
carrots  200g  for  99p.  oranges  tea 
for  99p.  strawberries  ZZ7g  lor  99p. 
passion  fruil  two  for  20p. 

Bodgens:  West  Country  rapsade/- 
sflvenride/top  rump  £4  59  per  kg. 
chicken  quarters  550g  for  £126. 
Cumberland  pork  sausages  454g 
for  E1.09.  granary  baps  four  for 
49p,  white  seedless  grapes  79p  alb. 
Co-op  (CWSk  Freedom  Foods 
chicken  EL69  per  kg.  deep  poo 
pepperuru  pizza.  380g  for  EL32. 

BBC  plans 
catch-up 
channel  for 
soap  fans 

.  By  Alexandra  Frean 

MEDIA  CORRESPONDENT 

FANS  of  tile  BBC  soap  opera 
EastEuders  need  never  worry 
again  about  missing  an  epi¬ 
sode.  The  corporation  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  h  is 
launching  a  “catch-up"  chan¬ 
nel  to  enaWe  viewers  to  keep 
up  to  date  with  major  dramas. 

The  new  channel,  provi¬ 
sionally  entitled  BBC  Inform, 
win  also  provide  profiles  of 
the  soap  stars  and  actors.  It  is 
expected  to  include  education¬ 
al  information  on  issues,  such 
as  drag  taking  or  incest, 
which  occur  in  plots.  . 

Will  Wyatt  chief  executive 
of  BBC  Broadcasting,  said 
that  BBC  Inform  would  be 
part  of  the  new  digital  tele¬ 
vision  service  launched  next 
year  and  available  free  to 
viewers  who  have  a  digital 
set-top  decoder  box  or  a 
digital  television  set 

He  said  it  aimed  to  enhance 
the  strength  and  breadth  of 
the  BBC's  new  services.  "The 
BBC  can  use  new  technology 
creatively  to  bring  licence  fee 
layers  more  channels,  im¬ 
proved  reception  and  better 
quality,”  he  said. 

Initially,  BBC  Inform  is 
expected  to  provide  updates  in 
text  form.  The  service  will  be 
Tar  more ‘sophisticated,  than 
the  information  already  avail¬ 
able  on  Ceefax  and  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  illustrated  with 
graphics.  Live  action  dips  - 
may  be  included  later. 

Reruns  of  BBC!  and  BBC2 
programmes  will  be  available 
or  another  digital  channel 
BBC  Choice,  broadcasting  the 

week’s  highlights. 
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asparagus  2SQg  forEl  .92,  H&agen- 
Dazs  icecream  500ml  for  E2.99. 
Harrods:  brie  and  asparagus  puff 
pastry  hearts  £3.99  each,  dder&- 
dove/ htraey  St  mustard  ham  an 
the  bane  TOOg  for  £L59,  chicken  ‘ 
karma  IQOgior  EL79.-,'  ■ 

Icdandr  Mexican  bean' and  cheese 
melts  four  for  99p.  battered  cod 
steakssa^tor^Tl deep  9i»itam 

upside-down,  apple  pudding  330g 
for  99p. 

Kwik  Save:  -  Birds  Eye  chicken  . 
burgers  four  for  97p.  wbote/semi- 
skimmed  raQk  31  far  EL  19,  Smash 
instant  potato  I26g  for  47p, 
teacakes  12 for 59p. 

Marks  &  Spencer:  prepared  pork 
0.99  per  kg,  twin  pack  lemon 
chicken  two  x  340$  for  £4.98. 
creamy  potato  gratm  4S4g  for 
£1.49.  strawberries  400g  for  £2.49. 

.  Mormons:  hying  steak/topskfe/- 
silversufe  £1.99  alb.  sirloin  £3.99a 
lb.  oysters  35p  each  or  £3.78  a  lb. 
cod  filta  E1.89  a  Eb.  parsnips  35p  a 
Ih,  lemons  six  for  49j*  cantaloupe 
melon  99p  each. 

Safewayr  rump  steak  £7jj9  per  kg. 
skinless  chicken  fiHets  567g  for 


'£399;  ham  and  pineapple  thin  & 
crispy  pizza  345g  for  Q.49.  frozen 
breaded  haddock  portkms  600g  for 

-  ,£199.  broccoli  500g  for  trip. 

’.  SainsbttryV  fresh  pork  Valentine 
Steak-£6Ll9  por  kg,  fresh  beef  rib 
•  roast  -£438  per  kg.  broccoli  42p  a 
Rk  tomatoes  3Sp  a  lb.  Tbed  green 
chicken  curry  300g  for  £229. 
Somerfidd;  sirloin  steak  £180  a 
,  fi^smo|^  haddock  fillet  EL69  a 
-fresh .  turkeys  E218  per  kg. 
pedal,  prawns  255g  for  El .89. 
Maris  Piper  potatoes  2L5kg  for  S9p, 

-  Lithe  Gem  lettuce  three  for  59p. 
broccoli  42p  a  lb.  sugar  snap  peas 
2Q0g  for  £1.09.  root  ginger  85g  for 
'3Sp.  medium  fresh  eggs  12  for  89p. 
Teseo:  sirloin  steak  £8.46  per  kg. 
half  leg  of  lamb  E5.79  per  kg, 
salmon  steaks  £2.95  a  1b,  rainbow 
trout.  El  27  a  Eb.  goklert  delicious 
apples  38p  a  lb.  conference  pears 
39palb. 

Wailroser  crispy  Peking  dock330g 
for  £3.99,  Farmhouse  pork  sau¬ 
sages  454g  for  £159,  pork  spare 
ribs  £229  a  lb,  spinach  99p  a  lh. 
broccoli  37%  for&Sp.  hew  potatos 
,29p  a  lb.  organic  anions  5Q0g  for. 
45p.  dwarf  com  2S0g  for  EJ.49. 
English  Jonagold  apples  49p  a  lb 
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msflop  gives 
up  Bible  for 
Lent  to  read 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


A  CHURCH  of  England  bish¬ 
op  has  given  up  the  Bible  for 
Lent  The  Bishop  of  Jarrow, 
Dr  Alan  Smithson  is  reading 
the  Koran  instead. 

Apart  from  looking  at  St 
John’s  Gospel,  traditionally 
read  by  Christians  during  the 
40  days  of  Lent  Dr  Smithson 
win  not  study  his  Bible  imtil 
Easter.  He  normally  spends 
two  hours  a  day  consulting  it 
and  preparing  notes  for  .  ser¬ 
mons  and  lectures  in  addition 
to  readings  during  services. 

He  intends  to  read  20  pages 
of  the  Koran  each  day  and 
finish  it  by  Good  Friday.  “I 
have  never  read  the  Koran 
before  and  when  I  start  bn  ah 
expedition  I  have  to  start  With 
an  open  mind,"  he  said  yester¬ 
day.  "When  it  is  over  l  hope  I. 
will  have  found  great  spiritual 
truths  and  insights." 

He  hopes  that  by  giving  up 
the  Bible  and  looking  instead 
at  Islam's  most  holy  book  it 
will  make  him  “more  under¬ 
standing,  more  compassion¬ 
ate  and  more  fully  human". 
When  he  was  younger  his 
traditional  Lenten  sacrifice  to 
mark  Christ's  fasting  in  the 
wilderness  was  giving  up 
treats  like  sweets.  Dr  Smith- 


Dr  Smithson:  sgHriwg 
great  spiritual  truths 


son  said.  Later  he  tried  to 
improve  his  personal  rdation- 
• .  ships  by  filings  such  as  being 
more  patient. 

At  his  home  in  Fittmgfon. 
Co  Durham,  the  bishop  said: 

.  “I  see  Lent  as  a  lime  to  focus 
on  essentials  in  your  life  and 
faith  and  pay  less  attention  to 
distractions  and  diversions. 
During  Lent  by  giving  up 
something,  in  my  case  reading 
the  the  Bible.  I  will  make  die 
extra  time. 

“I  am  passionately  con¬ 
cerned  that  we  hdp  the  church 
to  .move  into  a  wider  scene 
where  we  are  not  just  pre¬ 
occupied  with  Christian  issues 
but  understand  other  faiths, 

■  not  as  rivals,  but  as  fellow 
travellers.  The  Western  world 
needs  to  learn  from  Islam. 

“There  are  qualities  of  holi¬ 
ness  and  commitment  that  the 
faithful  Muslim  shows  that 
the  western  world  can  learn 
from.  If  only  all  Christians 
would  take  seriously  the  be- 
.  fiefs  of  other  traditions  and 
religions  we  would  be  all  the 
better  for  it 

“like  most  people  who  go 
travelling  I  will  be  glad  to  get 
home.  When  Easter  comes  I 
will  feel  it  has  beat  a  good 
expedition  through  the  Kenan, 
but  it  will  be  good  to  get  back 
to  the  Bible." 

His  decision  was  criticised 
by  the  Rev  George  Curry,  a 
traditionalist  vicar  working  in 
the  West  End  of  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne.  He  said:  “We 
should  certainly  not  be  giving 
up  the  Bible  for  Lent  It  is  a 
crass  suggestion  to  give  hup,  | 
even  if  it  is  just  in  part 

“To  give  up  the  Bible  for 
Lent  is  the  most  bizarre  sug¬ 
gestion  anyone  could  seriously 
make.  Unfortunately  we  are 
living  in  a  generation  in  which 
church  leaders  are  giving  the 
■impression  that  all  religions 
lead  to  God.  We  can  never 
read  the  Bible  enough  or  know 
-it  too  well." 
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told  to 
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A  monk  stands  on  medieval  tiles  in  the  Chapter  House  at  Westminster  Abbey.  They  are  to  be  restored  by  English  Heritage  at  a  cost  of  £10,000 

Becket’s  relics  inspire  Canterbury  trails 


By  Ruth  Gledhill,  religion  correspondent 


RELICS  of  St  Thomas  & 
Becket  are  to  go  tin  display  at 
Canterbury  Cathedral  as  part 
of  national  celebrations  to 
marie  die  Mttr  centenary  of  St 
Augustine's  arrival  in  Britain. 

The  fragments  of  bone  and 
brain  tissue;  together  with  a 
shirt  will  be  the  first  relics  to 
go  on  display  in  die  11th- 
century  cathedral  since  the 
Reformation.  Although  ex¬ 
pected  to  arouse  Protestant 
protest  the  relics  of  St  Thom¬ 
as,  who  was  murdered  in  the 
cathedra]  by  four  kqights  of 
King  Henry  II  in  1170,  are 
thought  likely  to  attract  hun¬ 
dreds  if  not  thousands  of  new 
pilgrims  to  Canterbury  this 
summer. 

On  loan  from  the  Basfltea 
of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore  in 
Rome,  they  have  been  carbon 
dated  and  axe  thought  to  be . 
genuine.  They  will  go  on 
show  in  their  own  glass- 
fronted  casket  alongside  the 
Becket  Chasse,  the  gold  and 
enamel  casket  acquired  re¬ 


cently  for  die  nation  by  die 
Victoria  &  Albert  Museum 
and  the  National  Heritage 
Memorial  Fund  for  E3BntiF 
lion.  in  an  appeal  supported 
by  The  Times. 

Cardinal  Basil  Hume,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
of  Westminster,  Is  also  loan¬ 
ing  Becket’s  mitre  from  West¬ 
minster  CathedraL  The 
exhibition,  which  runs  from 
April  to  October,  is  a  central 
feature  of  a  series  of  events 
organised  by  die  Church  of 
England,  other  denomina¬ 
tions  and  English  Heritage. 

The  anniversary  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  St  Augustine,  sent 
from  Rome  by  Pope  Gregory 
1  to  reconvert  Britain  to 
Christianity  after  the  invasion 
of  the  heathen  Anglo-Saxons, 
is  also  behind  an  English 
Heritage  conservation  pro¬ 
gramme  announced  yester¬ 
day,  marking  1997  as  die  year 
of"  England’s  Christian  Heri¬ 
tage”.  More  than  100  of  Eng¬ 
lish  Heritage's  historic 


ymm.  _ 


The  Becket  chasse  wifi  go  cm  display  with  the  relics 


properties,  as  well  as  other 
religious  ales,  are  featured  on 
a  free  souvenir  map  which 
depicts  200  church  and  other 
ecclesiastical  buildings. 

In  May,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  Dr  George 
Carey,  will  open  a  £1  million 
museum  built  by  English 
Heritage  among  the  ruins  of 
St  Augustine's  Abbey  in  Can¬ 


terbury,  which  St  Augustine 
founded  and  where  &  was 
first  buried. 

English  Heritage  also  an¬ 
nounced  a  £10,000  restoration 
project  to  dean,  conserve  and 
protect  the  medieval  tiles  of 
die  floor  of  the  Chapter 
House  at  Westminster  Abbey 
in  London,  the  meeting  place 
of  Henry  IPs  “great  council” 


from  which  Parliament 
evolved. 

The  celebrations,  which 
also  commemorate  the  1400th 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  St 
Colnmba,  will  include  a  pil¬ 
grimage  tracing  the  footsteps 
of  Augustine  and  Columba, 
from  Rome  to  Canterbury 
and  then  on  to  Londonderry. 

Sir  Jocelyn  Stevens,  chair¬ 
man  of  English  Heritage, 
welcomed  the  Church's  co¬ 
operation  until  English  Heri¬ 
tage.  “1  fed  that  the  church  is 
stirring  a  bit  “  he  said.  “There 
is  a  spirit  about  a  breeze 
stirring  in  the  trees.  There  is  a 
sort  of  unstodginess  about" 

However,  die  Rev  David 
S  treater,  director  of  the 
Church  Society,  a  leading 
Protestant  body,  warned  pil¬ 
grims  against  attributing 
miaculous  powers  to  Beckefs 
reties.  ‘'Worship  of  relics  is  a 
weB  outdated  medieval  super¬ 
stition.  I  urge  people  to  go  and 
look  at  die  relics  as  individual 
historical  artefacts,  but  to 
make  them  objects  of  worship 
is  ludicrous  and  idolatrous." 


give  up 
part-time 
NHS  post 

By  Gillian  Bowditch 

SCOTLAND  CORRESPONDENT 

A  CHURCH  of  Scotland  min¬ 
ister  has  been  told  by  his 
presbytery  that  he  is  involved 
in  too  many  good  works.  They 
want  him  to  give  up  his  part- 
time  job  as  chairman  of  an 
NHS  trust  to  concentrate  on 
pastoral  duties. 

The  Rev  Roderick  Camp¬ 
bell,  full-time  minister  at 
M earns  Parish  Kirk  in  Glas¬ 
gow,  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  Victoria  Infirmary  NHS 
Trust  by  Michael  Forsyth,  the 
Scottish  Secretary,  Iasi  month. 

He  is  also  padre  to  the 
Territorial  Army,  a  member  of 
Greater  Glasgow  Health 
Board,  and  a  member  of  the 
Government-appointed  com¬ 
mittee  tackling  drug  abuse  in 
Scotland. 

Mr  Campbell,  53,  accepted 
the  two-day-a-week  NHS 
Trust  job,  which  has  a  salary 
of  £20,000,  without  consulting 
the  Church.  This  week  he  was 
ordered  by  Glasgow  Presby¬ 
tery  to  give  up  die  job  after  the 
presbytery,  which  is  made  up 
of  practising  and  retired  min¬ 
isters.  voted  2IS  to  47  against 
his  keeping  it  Mr  Campbell 
plans  to  appeal  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  In  the  meantime,  he 
will  remain  chairman  of  the 
trust. 

Prior  to  the  vote,  a  delega¬ 
tion  from  the  Glasgow  Presby¬ 
tery  visited  Mr  Campbell’s 
parish  to  assess  the  mood  of 
tiie  congregation.  Some  said 
that  Mr  Campbell  was  ex¬ 
tremely  hard  working,  others 
that  they  were  not  getting  the 
attention  they  deserved. 

Mr  Campbell  was  not  avail¬ 
able  for  comment  yesterday. 
The  Rev  Sandy  McDonald, 
general  secretary  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland's  board  of 
ministry,  said:  “Mr  Campbell 
is  one  of  our  most  able 
ministers,  but  1  think  the 
concern  was  the  amount  of 
work  he  would  be  taking  on 
with  this  job.  The  issue  is 
whether  there  would  be 
:  enough  time  left  to  do  the  job 
he  was  called  to  do." 
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Perhaps  you’ve  admired  them  from  afar:  The  telecommunications  firm  that  set  a  goal 
of  99%  system  uptime-and  surpassed  it  The  car  manufacturer  that  radically  accel¬ 
erated  its  time-to-market  with  a  powerful  new  data  system.  The  financial  services 
processor  that  gives  institutions  in  20  countries  highly  secure  transactions- 
instantaneously.  Granted,  at  DIGITAL  we’re  known  for  our  fastest-on-earth, 
ultra-reliable  AlphaServer"  systems.  But  what  we  really  produce  are  ground¬ 
breaking  competitive  advantages-in  company  after  Fortune  500*  company. 

Advantages  like  At  DIGITAL,  we  dont  just  the  leap  in 

make  high-performance  computers. 

customer  We  make  high-performance  respon¬ 
siveness  that  comes  with  the  customers.  industry’s  only  tried-and- 


tested  64-bit  servers-whether  they’re  running  DIGHALUNIX?  OpenVMS"  or 
Windows  NT"  Or  the  bankable  investment  value  of  high-availability 


‘clustered”  systems  created  to  wo rk  every  second  of  every 


day.  Or  the  vast  array  of  options  made  possible  by  our 
partnerships  with  other  industry  leaders.  Naturally,  we 


support  these  business  solutions  with  our  own  global  network  of  service 
professionals.  So  call  0800  395  200.  Make  the  leap  to  www.digitaLco.uk. 
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10  POLITICS  AND  GOVERNMENT 

Let  judges  make 
punishment  fit  the 
crime,  say  peers 


By  Jambs  Landale.  political  reporter 


THE  Government  Bill  that 
would  force  the  courts  to 
impose  tough  mandatory  sen¬ 
tences  on  persistent  burglars 
and  drug  dealers  is  unclear 
and  would  produce  bad  law, 
the  House  of  Lords  was  told 
yesterday. 

Lord  McIntosh  of  Harin¬ 
gey,  Labour's  deputy  leader  in 
the  Lords,  said  that  his  party 
was  nor  opposed  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  mandatory  sentences. 
But  he  insisted  that  rhe  Crime 
(Sentences)  Bill  did  not  give 
judges  enough  discretion  to  set 
aside  any  fixed  penalties  in 
exceptional  circumstances  to 
avoid  injustice. 

The  Bill,  which  came  up  for 
its  committee  stage  in  the 
Lords  yesterday,  would  oblige 
judges'  ro  impose  a  three-year 
sentence  on  third  time  bur¬ 
glars  and  a  seven-year  sen¬ 
tence  on  third  time  Class  A 
drug  dealers.  The  Bill  also 
proposes  mandatory  life  sen¬ 
tences  for  a  second  serious 
violent  or  sexual  offence. 


Lord  McIntosh  was  speak¬ 
ing  in  favour  of  a  Labour 
amendment  which  would  give 
judges  discretion  to  ignore  the 
mandatory  sentences  if  there 
were  specific  rirumstances 
which  would  make  the  pun¬ 
ishment  unjust  He  denied 
Government  charges  that 
Labour  was  trying  to  wreck 
the  BilL  Instead.  Labour  was 
Trying  to  show  the  weakness  in 
the  existing  judicial  discretion 
contained  in  the  Bill,  which 
said  judges  could  ignore  the 
fixed  penality  in  "exceptional 
circumstances". 

Lord  Carlisle  of  Bucklow,  a 
former  Tory  Home  Office 
Minister,  said:  MI  believe  in 
fact  that  the  role  of  the 
legislature,  of  Parliament,  is  to 
provide  a  sentencing  frame¬ 
work  within  which  judges 
should  pass  sentences.  Judges 
should  be  able  to  be  free  to  fit 
the  particular  punishment  to 
die  particular  crime." 

He  added:  "I  cannot  see  how 
we  advance  the  cause  of  Justice 


by  requiring  judges  to  impose 
sentences  which  they  believe 
to  be  unjust  I  am  not  against 
severe  sentences.  But  ihis  is 
not  a  matter  of  being  tough  or 
not  being  tough  on  crime.  It  is 
a  matter  of  providing  judges 
sufficient  discretion  for  justice 
to  take  places" 

He  said  that  the  courts 
always  interpreted  the  phrase 
“exceptional  circumstances" 
veiy  narrowly  and  the  qualifi¬ 
cation  would  give  judges  very 
little  discretion. 

Lord  Carlisle  said  he  was 
amazed  that  Michael  How¬ 
ard.  the  Home  Secretary,  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  Labour 
amendments  would  drive  a 
“coach  and  horses"  through 
die  BilL  "I  do  not  believe  that 
senencing  should  be  a  matter 
for  party  politics.  It  is  tragic 
that  this  Government  appears 
to  be  in  conflict  with  the 
judiciary  on  this.  But  I  find  it 
extraordinary  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  does  not  heed  die 
advice  of  the  Lord  Chief  J us- 
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By  Russell  Jenkins 

Lord  McIntosh:  sakl  BQl  allowed 
judges  too  little  discretion  . 


Lord  Donaldson:  said  that 
Parliament  was  wholly  wrong 


Lord  Bingham:  courts  need  power 
to  decline  an  unjust  sentence 


dee  and  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  an  this." 

Lord  Bingham  of  Corohifi. 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  speak¬ 
ing  in  favour  of  the  Labour 
amendment,  said:  "Rules  of 
thumb  do  not  provide  the 
answer  to  these  problems 
because  passing  a  sentence  is 
not  a  mathematical  task.  And 
nowhere  in  the  world  does  one 
find  evidence  that  the  logarith¬ 
mic  tables  or  mechanical  rules 
of  thumb  yield  better  answers 
than  the  courts  of  this  coun¬ 
try."  He  added:  “All  that  we 


plead  for  is  that  the  courts 
should  be  given  die  power  to 
decline  to  pass  sentences 
which  are  offensive  to  their 
professional  and  moral  con¬ 
sciences.  Surely  that  is  not 
asking  too  much." 

Lord  Dean  of  Harptrce.  a 
former  Tory  Deputy  Speaker 
of  the  Commons,  said  he 
supported  the  Government’s 
approach.  It  was  right  to 
protect  innocent  victims  from 
persistent  and  serious  crimi¬ 
nals.  “1  believe  the  Govern¬ 
ment  would  have  been  failing 


in  its  duty  had  it  not  reacted  to 
die  increasingly  serious  situa¬ 
tion  which  we  face."  he  said. 

Lord  Elton,  another  former 
Tory  Home  Office  Minister, 
said  mandatory  sentences 
would  be  unacceptable  for 
first  offences  but  were  right  for 
persistent  offenders.  “Justice 
requires  reliability  for  young 
people  in  particular.  They 
want  to  know  where  they  are. 
This  Bill  tells  them  where  they 
are." 

Lord  Donaldson,  the  for¬ 
mer  Master  of  the  Rolls,  said 
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he  appreciated  that  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  a  duty  to  set  guide¬ 
lines  forjudges  but  that judges 
should  be  able  to  criticise 
Parliament  when  they  dis¬ 
agreed  with  its  decisions.  . 

“I  hope  that  we  shall  not  be 
told  again  that  die  judges  are 
in  some  way  obstructing  die 
will  of  Parliament,"  he  said. 
HTiey  are  advising  that  what 
Parliament  is  proposing  is 
wholly  wrong,  that  it  would 
involve  them  in  being  asked  to 
do  things  which  they  believe  to 
be  wholly  unjust" 


Ministers 

criticise 

Dorrell 

put-down 

.  By  Philip  Webster  ■ 

SENIOR  Cabinet  ministers 
have  privately  criticised  John 
Major  for  die  way  he  rebuked 
Stephen  Dorrell  over  his  gaffe 
on  Scottish  devolution. 

The  Prime  -Minister  sur¬ 
prised  colleagues  by  leaving 
Mr  Dorrell,  the  Health  Secre¬ 
tary.  “hanging  out  to  dry"  by 
suggesting  on  Tuesday  that 
he  had  no  special  role  on  the 
constitution.  Mr  Dorrell  had 
suggested  that  a  Tory  govern¬ 
ment  might  abolish  a  Scottish 
parliament  setup  by  Labour. 

One  Cabinet  minister  said 
that  it  was  known  within  the 
Cabinet  that  Mr  Dorrell  had 
been  given  the  special  cam: 
paigning  brief,  and  that  he 
had  written  artidesand  made 
speeches  on  iL  For  Mr  Major 
not  to  have  mentioned  it  when 
asked  who  had  responsibility 
for  devolution  issues  was  seen 
as  a  deliberate  pulldown.  * 
Ministers  believe  that  Mr 
Major  miay  have  felt  the  need 
to  cut  Mr  Darrell  down  to  size 
because  of  his  growing  reput¬ 
ation  as  a  serious  contender 
for  the  Tory  leadership. 


I  IN  PARLIAMENT  Hi 


Today  in  the  Commons:  Prisons  (Moohol 
Tatting)  Bfl.  /apart;  Partdng  Penatty 
Chsrge  B®.  second  (KOng;  backbench 
debate  on  pubBc  bodies  end  British 
urchttects. 

The  House  of  Lords  is  not  sitting. 


ANOTHER  Conservative 
minister  swept  through 
Wirral  South  yesterday  trad¬ 
ing  a  "good  news"  message  on 
the  economy.  It  was  lost  on  the 
residents  of  the  Town  Lane 


estate.  Hi 


Alistair  Burt, 
minister,  joined  the  trail  on  the 
stomp  in  the  well-heeled  shop¬ 
ping  streets  of  Heswaii.  Lord 
Archer  was  supposed  to  join 
him  but  his  train  broke  down. 

The  Tory  message  to  voters 
ui  the  mast  important  by- 
election  for  a  generation  — 
that  Conservative  policies  are 
creating  jobs  and  prosperity  — 
should  play  well  in  a  constitu¬ 
ency  described  as  a  little  bit  of 
Surrey-on  Merseyside.  Unem¬ 
ployment  across  the  five 
wards  stands  at  5.7  per  cent, 
compared  with  the  national 
average  of  6.7  per  cent  There 
are  2,741  people  claiming  ben¬ 
efit,  a  fall  of  11.1  per  cent  since 
January  last  year. 

But  this  is  not  the  whole 
story  in  a  constituency  which 
has  been  moving  steadiy  left¬ 
ward  for  decades,  whose  resi¬ 
dents  commute  to  work  in 
Liverpool  and  Birkenhead.  No 
minister  has  yet  penetrated  as 
far  as  die  Town  Lane  estate, 
where  the  percentage  of  job¬ 
less  fa  higher.  It  has  an 
unwanted  reputation  for 
crime,  drugs  and  vandalism. 

Shortly  before  the  death  of 
the  MP  Barry  Porter,  local 
voters  remember  him  writing 
to  them  with  a  preamble 
acknowledmng  that  it  was 
unlikely  they  would  agree 
with  his  politics,  but  that  he 
would  fight  for  their  views.  On 
the  estate,  the  cream  terraces 
and  maisonettes  are  a  stark 
cunstrast  to  the  suburban 


semis.of  HeswalL 


,  Sharon  Cook.  27,  off  work 
claiming  incapacity  benefit, 
said  that  the  biggest  concerns 
were  unemployment  and 
crime.  Her. father,  who  has 
lost  his  job  in  the  Health 
Service,  has  abandoned  the 
Conservatives  and  wifi  vote 
Labour  for  die  first  time.  Miss 
Cook  said:  ‘Say  you  come 
from  Town  Lane  estate  when 
you  go  for  a  job  and  it  wifi  go 
against  you.  There  is  nothing 
for  die  lads  to  do." 


Les  Muise,  a  veteran  Lab¬ 


our  Party  supporter,  said: 
"Where  I  five,  you  could  say 
that  it  was  a  solid  Tory  area. 
But  over  thirty  years  the 
professionals  have  lost  their 
jobs  and  their  businesses.  The 
area  has  slowy  been  turned 
around  to  Labour." 

Between  1983  and  1992, 
Labour’s  share  of  the  vote 
grew  from  22.6  per  cent  to 
34.6.  In  1994,  Labour  won  the 
Euro  constituency  of  Cheshire 
West  and  Wirral  with  more 
than  53  per  cent 

But  if  the  Tories  lose  the  by- 
election.  voters  across  the 
country  will  have  seen  what  to 
outsiders  is  a  rock-solid  Tory 
seal  fail  to  Labour. 
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£3bn  to  combat 
underclass  danger 


POLITICS  AND  GOVERNMENT  11 

New  Labour  is  hardly  the 
future  Crosland  envisaged 

Gordon  Brown  yester¬ 
day  succumbed  to  the 
occupational  disease 


By  Philip  Webster,  political  EDm>R 


GORDON  BROWN  commit¬ 
ted  a  Labour  government  yes¬ 
terday  to  a  E3  billion  fight 
against  unemployment,  ex¬ 
pressing  fears  that  Britain  was 
in  danger  of  developing  an 
American-style  “underclass’’. 

Delivering  Labour's  largest 
most  specific  and  probably 
last  spending  pledge  before 
the  general  election,  the  Shad¬ 
ow  Chancellor  said .  die  pro¬ 
gramme  to  help  the  young  and 
long-term  unemployed  would 
be  “comfortably"  financed  by 
a  windfall  tax  on  the  excess 
profits  of  privatised  miiiifre 

The  measures — including  a 
£60  weekly  tax  rebate  for 
firms  that  hire  young  people 
and  £75  a  week  for  those  that 
take  on  the  long-term  unem¬ 
ployed  —  would  be  Labour'S 
“new  deal",  die  first  building 
block  of  a  new  welfare  state  for 
die  1990s.  They  would  help 
tens  of  thousands  who  felt  part 
of  an  “abandoned  and  forgot¬ 
ten  generation”. 

He  said  that  a  fifth  term  of 
Toiy  government  would  risk 
takmg  the  country  “down  the 
road  of  urban  America,  with 
no-work  no-go  inner-city  areas 
on  the  one  hand  and  perimeter 
fences  with  security  guards  on 
the  other”. 

Mr  Brown  said  that  die 
windfall  tax.  which  has  been 
judged  legal  by  independent 
experts,  would  be  in  labours 
first  Budget  within  weeks  of 
an  election  victory.  The  jobs 
programme  would  be  in  oper¬ 
ation  by  the  autumn.  Al¬ 


though  he  has  declined  to  say 
publidy  how  much  the  levy 
would  raise,  sources  dose  to 
him  are  hinting  at  a  figure  of 
more  than  £5  .  billion.  If  it 
raises  more  than  foe  £3  billion 
committed  yesterday,  he  will 
use  it. to  expand  “wdfare^o- 
work" measures. 

He  warned  the  utilities  that 
they  would  not  be  able  to  raise 
the  money  by  increasing 
prices  but  refused  Tory  de¬ 
mands  to  say  which  com¬ 
panies  would  have  to  pay. 
Kenneth  Cfarire,  foe  Chancel¬ 
lor,  accused  him  of  being 
irresponsible. 

In  a  BBC  Radio  interview, 
Mr  Brown  said  that  every 
privatised  utility  would  be 
considered.  Whether  they 
were  covered  would  be.  deter¬ 
mined  by  “the  extent  of  their 
monopoly  position,  the  weak¬ 
ness  or  not  of  the  regulatory 
regime,  and  the  value  of  die 
assets  on  the  point  of  sale”. 

Last  night,  delivering  a  lec¬ 
ture  in  memory  erf  foe  former 
Labour  Cabinet  minister  An¬ 
thony  Crosland.  Mr  Brown 
said  that  one  working-age 
family  in  five  had  no .  one 
earning  a  wage  and  in  some 
inner  cities,  including  London 
and  Glasgow,  there  were  con¬ 
stituencies  where  up  to  35  per 
cent  of  working-age  families 
had  nobody  in  employment 

“A  far-reaching  modernisa¬ 
tion  of  the  welfare  state  is 
essential  and  it  must  start  with 
an  assault  cat  youth  unem¬ 
ployment  and  long-term  un- 


Utilities  in  line 
for  windfall  tax 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


THE  Concise  Oxford  English 
Dictionary  defines  a  public 
utility  simply  as  ah  organis¬ 
ation  supplying  services  such 
as  water,  gas  and  electricity  to 
the  community. 

So  Labour's  proposed  wind¬ 
fall  tax  might  apply  to  most 
privatised  businesses.  Alter¬ 
natively.  it  could  fall  only  on 
the  electricity,  water  and  gas 
companies.  It  all  depends  on 
how  Labour  defines  a  utility. 

This  how  how  the  various 
companies  might  fare: 

MOSTUKELY 

All  the  regional  eketririty 
companies  and  water  com¬ 
panies.  These  are  monopolies 
and.  with  the  exeception  of 
smaller  water  companies, 
have  been  sold  by  die  Govern¬ 
ment  to  the  City. 

United  Utilities:  formed 
from  the  takeover  of  Norweb 
the  electricity  company  by 
North  West  Water.  Has  been 
at  the  eye  of  the  storm  over 
boardroom  incentives. 

Northern  Electric  handed 
out  so  much  cash  to  share¬ 
holders  to  fight  off  a  takeover 
it  triggered  a  fresh  regulatory 
price  review.  Shelled  out  £550 
minion  in  a  succesful  defence 
against  Trafalgar  House  and 
has  since  been  bought  by  CE 
Electric,  of  America. 

Yorkshire  Water,  villified 
for  poor  service  during  foe 
drought  of  1995  and  for  leak¬ 
ing  one  third  of  its  water 


supplies.  Made  £162  million 
profits  last  year  and  recently 
started  a  scheme  to  give  bark 
£145  million  to  shareholders. 

PROBABLE: 

British  Gas:  from  Monday 
winj  divide  inm  two  com¬ 
panies.  The  newly  named  BG 
will  include  foe  pipelines  and 
international  business,  while 
Centrica  will  supply  gas  to 
homes  and  industry.  Big 
doubts  must  hang  over  wheth¬ 
er,  a  windfall  tax  .  could  be 
levied  an  Centrica.  Its  finances 
are.  weak  from  exposure  to 
expensive  take-or-pay  con¬ 
tracts  for  gas  supply  and  it  will 
not  pay  a  dividend  initially. 

The  power  generators  are 
not  utilities  mtnaithey  do  not 
supply  a  commodity.  The  com¬ 
panies  w01  argue  that  they 
operate  in  a  competitive  envi- 
ronmentThey  are  not  regulat¬ 
ed  but  National  Power  and 
PorweiGen.  the  two  largest 
generators,  have  both  re¬ 
turned  more  than  £1  billion 
each  to  investors. 

BT:  The  company  has  func¬ 
tioned  in  a  competitive  envi¬ 
ronment  for  years  and  would 
argue  strongly  against  inclu¬ 
sion  in  a  utilities  tax. 

Neither  British  Airways 
nor  BAA.  foe  business  that 
runs  airports,  is  likely  to  have 
to  pay.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
describe  an  airline  as  a  utility 
under  anything  bat  the  broad¬ 
est  of  definitions. 
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employment  among  men  and 
women."  he  said.  “When  I  see 
the-  levels  of  wprklessness, 
particularly  youth  unemploy¬ 
ment  in  our  inner  cities  I  fear 
for  what  wffl  ,  happen  to  our 
country.  We  face  a  rising  tide 
of  aberration,  among  disen¬ 
franchised,  young  people,  not 
simply  unemployed  but  sec¬ 
ond  generation  unemployed 
who  have  no  experience  of 
work  in  foeir  family."  * 

He  said  that  Labour  would 
help  people  from  welfare  to 
work,  but  the  Tories  would  no 
notiiing,  “threatening  the 
growth  of  a  fifth-term  under¬ 
class  marginalised  from  the 
rest  of  society”. 

Under  Mr  Brown’s  plans 
young  people  will  be  offered 
foe  option  of  employment  in  a 
private  company,  community 
organisation,  or  a  new  envi- . 
ronmental  task  force!  A  fourth 
option  will  be  full-time  train¬ 
ing,  but  he  said  there  would  be 
no  option  of  remaining  perma¬ 
nently  on  full  benefit.  ; 
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Gordon  Brown  yester¬ 
day  succumbed  to  the 
occupational  disease 
of  his  trade;  ancestor  approv¬ 
al  To  assert  legftunaqr  for 
current  views,  politicians 
claim  tiie  authority  of  their 
predecessors.  The  result  is 
usually  an  unconvincing  intel¬ 
lectual  contortion  in  which  the 
past  is  rewritten  to  justify  the 
present 

Tories  like  to  Invoke  Peel 
Disraeli  (now  out  of  fashion). 
Salisbury  (the  latest  “in”  icon), 
Baldwin'  fa  favourite  of  John 
Major).  M  arm  man  (bizarrely 
cited  last  week  by  Michael 
Portillo)  and,  of  course,  Mar¬ 
garet  Thatcher.  On  the  Lab¬ 
our  side,  Bevan  is  a  must  for 
the  old  Left  Bevin  for  robust 
spokesmen  of  the  workers; 
Attlee  for  solid  men  of  govern¬ 
ment;  GaitskeU  for  social 
democrats:  but  Wilson,  alas, 
for  almost  no  one,  yeL 
The  danger  is  of  indulging 
in  a  game  of  what  i£  what 
would  x  or  y  have  said  if  they 
had  still  been  alive  now?  No 
one  knows  whether  they 
would  have  altered  their 
views.  Often,  they  might  not 
as  Barbara  Castle  shows.  Mr 
Brown  fell  into  this  trap  last 
night  when  delivering  the 
Anthony  Crosland  memorial 
lecture  on  the  20th  amriversa- 


iy  of  his  death.  Crosland  was 
remarkable  more  perhaps  for 
his  personality  and  wirings 
titan  for  his  ministerial 
achievements.  The  Future  of 
Socialism,  published  in  1956. 
inspired  a  generation  of  dem¬ 
ocratic  socialists.  But  many  of 
its  arguments  about  economic 
growth  and  foe  role  of  the 
Stale  and  markets  have  been 
contradicted  by  events. 

Mr  Brown  sought  to  revive 
Crosland's  central  theme  of 
equality.  He  acknowledged 
differences  over  Crosland’s 
emphasis  on  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  equality  as  opposed  to 
equality  in  political  power. 
But  foe  contrast  is  more 
fundamental  Mr  Brown’s 
version  of  equality  is  com¬ 
pletely  different,  as  shown  by 
his  differences  with  Roy 
Hattersley.  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  claimant  to  the  Crosland 
mantle.  The  Crosland-Hat- 
terslcy  view  tilts  towards 
equality  of  outcome,  under¬ 
pinning  their  support  for  com¬ 
prehensive  schools.  Mr 
Brown  regards  equality  of 
outcome  as  “neither  desirable 
nor  feasible”  and  stresses  “the 
equal  right  to  realise  poten¬ 


tial”,  the  theme  of  his  propos¬ 
als  for  employment  and  edu¬ 
cation  opportunity  for  all 
throughout  life. 

He  outlined  plans  to  spend 
£3  billion  over  the  course  of  a 
Parliament  from  the  windfall 
levy  on  the  utilities  to  help  to 
pul  young  and  long-term  un¬ 
employed  people  bade  to 
work.  The  levy  and  the  unem¬ 
ployment  measures  tend  to  be 
discussed  together,  when  they 
are  logically  separate.  The 
real  point  about  foe  latter  is 
less  foe  novelty  of  the  ideas, 
such  as  tax  incentives  for 
firms  taking  on  the  unem¬ 
ployed.  pioneered  on  a  small 
scale  by  the  Government,  but 
in  the  size  of  the  incentives 
and  foe  overall  programme. 

Perhaps  his  most  revealing 
comment  was  when  he  ar¬ 
gued  that  the  real  challenge 
for  left-of-centre  politicians 
was,  like  Crosland,  to  be 
“socialists  and  at  the  same 
time  credible”.  Mr  Brown 
wants  to  show  that  he  is  not 
only  the  “Iron  Chancellor”  in 
waiting  but  that  he  also  has 
radical  instincts.  A  Labour 
government  could  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  —  though  it  would  be 
along  very  different  lines  from 
what  Crosland  envisaged. 

Peter  Riddell 
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British  Gas 


Will 

the  demerger 
mean  lots  of 
changes  for  our 
customers? 


No,  just  one. . . 
an  even  better  service 


You  may  have  heard  about  the  demerger  of  British  Gas  into  two 
separate  companies.  This  means  the  Transco  pipeline  and  international 
activities  will  be  operated  by  BG  pic,  and  the  supply,  servicing  and  retail 
activities  will  be  managed  by  a  new  holding  company,  Centrica  pic, 

trading  under  the  British  Gas  brand. 

Rest  assured,  though,  changes  to  our  corporate  structure  will  not  result 

in  any  immediate  changes  to  the  service  we  provide  to  our  19  million 
customers.  Our  commitment  to  providing  you  with  the  best  possible  value 


This  means  that  you  will  still  be  able  to  rely  on  our  unrivalled  . 
expertise  in  the  safe  supply  of  gas  to  your  home.  You  will  still  be  able  to 
rely  on  the  24  hour  emergency  service,  operated  by  Transco.  And,  as  a  :• 
British  Gas  customer,  you  will  still  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  all  the 
other  products,  services  and  payment  plans  on  offer. 

However,  because  the  demerger  will  allow  us  to  focus  even  more  on 
you,  our  customers,  we’II  be  well  placed  to  provide  even  better  service  and 

innovative  new  products  in  the  future. 

Which  is  good  news  for  us  and  even  better  news  for  you. 


for  money  remains  as  strong  as  ever. 
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Pyongyang  demands  return  of  dictator’s  aide  as  Seoul  presses  for  his  safe  passage  south 


From  James  Pringle 

in  BEOING 

and  Robert  Whymant 

IN  TOKYO 

THE  suspense  surrounding 
the  apparent  defection  of  a 
North  Korean  political  leader 
to  a  South  Korean  diplomatic 
compound  in  Beijing  showed 
no  sign  of  letting  up  yesterday 
as  Seoul  sent  a  delegation  for 
talks  with  Chinese  officials. 

The  Chinese  Government 
seems  uncertain  how  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  given  its  long-standing 
political  ties  with  the  isolated 
Stalinist  state  and  its  more 
recent  but  strong  trade  links 
with  South  Korea. 

North  Korean  diplomats  sat 
in  cars  in  a  normally  quiet 
tree-liited  street  near  the  South 
Korean  consulate  compound 
where  Hwang  Jang  Yop,  72.  a 
confidant  of  the  North  Korean 
leader.  Kim  Jong  li,  took 
refuge  after  arriving  in  a  taxi 
with  an  aide  on  Wednesday. 

Held  back  by  Chinese 
police,  correspondents  saw 
South  Korean  officials  leave 
the  compound  in  cars,  fol¬ 
lowed  at  speed  by  a  vehicle 
containing  North  Koreans. 
Chang  Moan  Ik.  a  South 
Korean  diplomat,  said  sane 
North  Koreans  had  tried  to 
enter  die  compound  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  but  Chinese 
guards  had  prevented  them 


.  Hwang:  fear  of  kidnap 
from  doing  so.  “I  think  South 
Korea  has  kidnapped  these 
two  officials.”  said  one  of 
several  North  Koreans,  wait¬ 
ing  in  die  tower  office  block 
housing  the  South  Korean 
Embassy.  “The  impossible 
has  happened." 

The  willingness  of  the  North 
Koreans  in  the  past  to  resort  to 
state  terrorism  gave  rise  to 
speculation  that  die  Pyong¬ 
yang  officials  —  or  security 
men — might  try  to  kidnap  Mr 
Hwang,  the  highest-ranking 
North  Korean  ever  to  defect, 
or  even  kill  him.  rather  than 
have  him  taken  to  Seoul.  - 

The  Chinese  Foreign  Minis¬ 
try  summoned  correspon¬ 
dents  who  were  issued  with  a 
statement  by  an  official,  Tang 
Guoqiang,  urging  calm  in  the 


Hubble  captured 
for  refit  in  space 

From  James  Bone  in  new  york 


THE  Hubble  Space  Telescope 
was  captured  by  the  space 
shutde  Discovery  for  a  refit 
yesterday  after  a  two-day 
chase  by  the  astronaut  who 
first  put  it  into  orbit. 

Steve  Hawfey,  the  45-year- 
old  astronomer  who  released 
the  high-powered  telescope 
into  space  in  1990.  abandoned 
a  desk  job  to  rejoin  Nasa’S 
astronaut  corps  for  die  mis¬ 
sion  to  modernise  the  $2  bil¬ 
lion  (E1J5>  bOhon)  observa¬ 
tory.  Operating  a  50ft  robot 
arm  on  board  the  space  shut¬ 
tle.  he  snared  die  silvery  12- 
tonne  telescope  after  a  twt>day 
pursuit  360  miles  above  Earth. 

“I  wish  you  could  see  the 
expression  on  Dr  Stelae's 
face."  Ken  Bowersox,  the  shut¬ 
tle  commander,  radioed  back 
to  mission  control.  “Looks  like 
he  just  shook  hands  with  an 
old  friend." 

Marc  Gameau.  at  mission 
control,  replied:  “Congratula¬ 
tions  to  all  of  you  for  an 
outstanding  rendezvous  and  a 


great  capture.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  getting  out  there 
and  starting  to  work  on  that 
telescope." 

The  observatory  is  to  be 
fitted  with  two  high-technol¬ 
ogy  instruments,  each  of 
which  is  about  the  size  of  a 
large  refrigerator. 

An  infra-red  camera  costing 
$105  mfilian  wifi  enable  as¬ 
tronomers  to  see  deeper  into 
the  universe  than  ever  before, 
and  a  $125  million  spectro¬ 
graph  will  aid  the  search  far 
black  holes. 

The  Hubble,  which  has 
travelled  996  million  miles 
since  being  launched  and  cir¬ 
cled  the  Earth  more  than 
37.000  times,  will  also  have 
some  worn-out  components 
replaced. 

It  is  die  first  maintenance 
visit  to  the  Hubble  since  a 
major  mission  to  repair  equip¬ 
ment  which  caused  it  to  have 
blurred  vision  in  1993.  The 
next  maintenance  trip  is 
scheduled  for  1999. 
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interests  of  peace  and  stability 
and  saying  that  Beijing  was 
investigating  die  situation. 

“We  had  not  been  informed 
in  advance  of  Hwang’s  transit 
through  Beijing,"  said  Mr 
Tang,  referring  to  the  passage 
of  Mr  Hwang  from  Japan, 
wherehe  had  been  attending  a 
seminar,  through  Beijing, 
where  he  was  schedule!  to 
catch  a  train  for  the  North 
Korean  capital 

China  has  an  agreement 
with  North  Korea  to  return 
any  North  Korean  who  is  here 
without  authorisation  or  ap¬ 
propriate  papers.  However, 
Mr  Hwang,  as  an  old  guard 
member  of  the  central  com¬ 
mit tee  of  the  Workers*  Party, 
presumably  had  valid  papers. 

In  Seoul,  Yoo  Chong  Ha,  the 
South  Korean  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter.  said  Mr  Hwang  had 
derided  to  defect  because  he 
could  no  longer  tolerate  social 
disparities  in  the  North.  But 
sources  in  Tokyo  offered  an 
alternative  explanation. 

Mr  Yoo  claimed  that  disen¬ 
chantment  with  the  Pyong¬ 
yang  regime  motivated  Mr 
Hwang  to  request  asylum  in 
the  South  Korean  Embassy  in 
Beijing.  South  Korea  request¬ 
ed  the  Chinese  authorities  to 
giant  the  defector  safe  passage 
out  of  the  country,  while 
Pyongyang  was  reported  to  be 

pressing  for  Mr  Hwang’s 


Spaniard 
killed  in 
truckers’ 
dispute 

BY Tunku Varadakajan 
-IN  MADRID  AND 

MarkHenderson 

TWO  BRITISH;  iony  drivers 
were  beaten  up  and  a  Spanish 
picket  was  arched  to  death 
under  a  French  tony  yester- 
day  as  die  drivers’  dispute.] 
which  has  paralysed  Spain  . 
entered  its  second  week. 

Kim  Butler,  from  Dover, 
was  pulled  from  his  cab  on  a 
motorway  outside  Bilbao  and 
hit  with  a  baseball  bat  by  a 
picket.  Mr  Butler,  who  was 
not  seriously  injured,  said  the 
pickets  alro  threatened  to  bum 
his  tony  if  he  tried  to  continue 
his  journey  between  Burgos 
and  Bilbao. 

In  Burgos,  in  north-central 
Spain,  Steve  Crawley.  28,  from 
Southend,  was  beaten  by  pick¬ 
ets  after  bring  stopped  at  a  toll 
booth,  where  his  windscreen 
was  smashed. 

About  600  foreign  lorries 
have  been  forced  into  an 
industrial  estate  in  the  dty, 
where  many  drivers  have  had 
their  lyres  slashed  and  wind¬ 
screens  broken.  Strikers  were 
also  blocking  motorways  by 
hanging  rocks  from  bridges  at  J 
windscreen  level.  There  were 
also  unconfirmed  reports  last 
night  that  four  foreign  drivers, 
including  one  Bnton,  had 
been  shot 

The  death  of  the  picket  1 
Carmelo  Ausfn  Pefia,  occurred 
at  Villaquirtoi  de  los  Infantes, 
near  Burgos,  when  a  French 
trucker  deliberately  drove  his 
vehicle  into  a  massed  rank  of 
pickets.  The  driver.  Joel 
Ferreira,was  arrested  25  males 
from  the  scene  and  has  been 
charged  with  murder. 

In  a  separate  incident,  a 
nine-year-old  Portuguese  girl 
was  critically  ill  in  a  hospital 
in  Badajoz,  in  Extremadura, 
after  pickets  attacked  the  lorry 
in  which  she  was  travelling 
with  her  father.  She  was 
struck  in  the  face  by  a  bride 
that  was  thrown  through  the 
windscreen.  • 

Starting  first  in  the  north  of 
the  country,  ftestrike  has  now 
spread  to  every  comer  of 
Spain.  Called  on  February  6 
by  the  uni  cm  Fedetrans,  it  has 
brought  chaos  to  the  country's 
motorways  and  halted  all 
traffic  at  Spain’s  borders  with 
France  and  Portugal.  Scores  of 
British  drivers  have  been 
immobilised  for  several  days. 

Rafael  Arias  Salgado,  the 
Minister  of  Development,  has 
urged  the  strikers  to  “sit  dawn 
at  the  table  and  talk".  Yester¬ 
day.  in  a  conciliatory  gesture, 
he  promised  to  subsidise  the 
price  of  diesel  by  "at  least"  10 
pesetas  (4p)  per  litre. 

Rejecting  the  subsidy  offer 
as  “insufnei enl”.  Pedro  Mar¬ 
tin.  chief  spokesman  for  Fede¬ 
trans,  vowed  to  “carry  on  the 
strike  for  as  long  as  it  takes  to 
secure  the  union’s  full  package 
of  demands".  In  addition  to1 
cheaper  fuel,  die  drivers  want 
the  age  of  compulsory  retire¬ 
ment  to  be  reduced  to  60.  and 
that  of  voluntary  retirement 
with  full  benefits  to  be  lowered 
to  55. 


LL  BURGESS /RBJTB 


Beijing  police  bar  access  yesterday  to  die  South  Korean  Embassy,  where  a  North  Korean  official  has  apparently  sought  political  asylum 


return.  The  Foreign  Minister, 
who  is  scheduled  to  take  up 
the  issue  in  talks  with  his 
Chinese  counterpart,  Qian 
Qichen.  in  Singapore  today, 
said'  Mr  Hwang  had  given  a 
written  statement  explaining 
why  he  decided  to  flee.  He  was 
also  applying  for  asylum  in 
South  Korea  of  his  own  free 
will,  the  minister  said.  Mr 
Hwang  had  spent  two  weeks 


in  Japan  attending  an  interna¬ 
tional  seminar  before  leaving 
an  February  II  for  Pyongyang 
via  Beijing,  where  he  made  his 
move. 

The  visit  was  not  a  great 
success:  while  in  Tokyo  he  had 
asked  to  meet  Japanese  gov¬ 
ernment  and  ruling  party 
officials  in  the  hope  of  secur¬ 
ing  more  food  aid  to  alleviate 
acute  shortages  in  his  impov¬ 


erished  homeland.  However, 
his  request  for  talks  was 
turned  down  by  the  Japanese 
side,  worried  about  anta¬ 
gonising  South  Korea.  Japa¬ 
nese  sources  also  said  that  Mr 
Hwang  may  have  failed  to 
obtain  desperately  needed 
cash  from  the  General  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Korean  Residoits  in 
Japan,  many  of  whose  mem¬ 
bers  operate  the  ubiquitous 


pachinko  (pinball  parlours). 
According  to  official  records, 
the  North  Korean  community 
in  Japan  sent  $600  million 
(£370  million)  to  North  Korea 
in  1994,  much  of  it  derived 
from  the  pachinko  business. 
This  flow  has  dwindled, 
sources  say,  to  about  $100 
million,  reflecting  the  North 
Korean  communities'  own 
economic  problems  as  well  as 


its  wavering  loyalty  to  the  Kin 
Jong  II  regime. 

□  Washington:  America  i 
planning  further  emergenc 
food  aid  for  North  Korea  (Ton 
Rhodes  writes).  It  is  certain  ft 
contribute  to  an  appeal  fo 
$41.6  million  (E2S  million)  ii 
food  aid  made  this  week  by  tb 
World  Fbod  Programme. 

Leading  article,  page  2 
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Iran’s  elite  guard 
insist  Rushdie 
should  he  killed 

From  Michael  TNeodoulou  in  Nicosia 
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\TTEMFTS  by  the  Iranian 
Government  to  play  down  a 
■resh  row  over  Salman  Rush- 
T  lie  suffered  a  setback  yes- 
li  erday  when  the  country's 
m  Revolutionary  Guards  insist- 
la  rd  that  the  novelist  be  mur- 
atlered.  They  also  vowed  to 
ft'  jnnfront  anyone  attempting  to 
cl  dilute  the  fatwa  or  prevent  its 
mplementadon. 

fa  The  call,  on  the  eve  of  the 
m  eighth  anniversary  of  the  late 
in  ayatollah  Khomeini's  decree, 
ur  ame  a  day  after  a  shadowy 
or  Iranian  religious  foundation 
pi*  ncreased  the  bounty  on  Mr 
ta<  Rushdie’s  head  by  $500,000 
£307.000)  to  $2.5  million, 
th-  President  Rafsanjani  said  his 
Government  did  not  support 
he  move  and  officials  insisted 
hat  the  foundation  was 
ndependenL 

The  Revolutionary  Guards, 
lowgver,  are  an  integral  parr 
if  the  Iranian  establishment 
They  were  formed  on  May  5, 
979.  on  the  orders  of  Khomei- 
ti.  who  charged  them  with 


safeguarding  the  Islamic  revo¬ 
lution  and  its  gains. 

In  a  statement,  published  in 
the  hardline  Jomhuri  Islami 
newspaper,  the  Revolutionary 
Guards  vowed  to  confront 
anyone  seeking  to  “dilute  the 
fatwa  or  working  to  prevent  it 
from  being  implemented". 
This  was  seen  as  a  challenge  to 
pragmatists  such  as  President 
Rafsanjani.  His  Government 

Tehran  ‘helping 
in  oil  smuggling’ 

Washington:  Iran  is  offering 
safe  passage  to  oQ  tankers 
smuggling  fuel  ont  of  Iraq  in 
violation  of  United  Nations 
sanctions,  according  to  Vice- 
Admiral  Thomas  Fargo, 
commander  of  America's 
Fifth  Fleet  (Tom  Rhodes 
writes).  He  said  it  was  a  sign 
of  co-operation  between  tbe 
former  enemies,  bat  the  main 
motive  appeared  to  be  profit 


insists  the  fatwa  cannot  be 
lifted,  being  a  religious  edict, 
but  has  said  that  assassins 
will  not  be  sent  to  kill  the 
author  of  The  Satanic  Verses. 

This  assurance  was  recently 
repeated  by  Ali  Akbar  Naregh- 
Nuri,  the  parliamentary 
Speaker  widely  expected  to 
succeed  Hojatoleslam  Rafsan¬ 
jani  after  July's  presidential 
elections. 

Western  diplomats  in  Teh¬ 
ran  said  that  the  author  had 
become  a  pawn  in  a  prolonged 
power  struggle  between  mod¬ 
erates  and  hardliners  which  is 
expected  to  become  more  heat¬ 
ed  as  the  elections  near. 

□  Delhi:  An  Indian  Muslim 
scholar.  Zaheeruddin  Qadri. 
59,  is  to  publish  a  rejoinder  in 
English  to  Mr  Rushdie's  con¬ 
troversial  book.  His  Final 
Verses,  already  selling  in 
Urdu,  would  be  “a  chapter-by¬ 
chapter  rejoinder",  he  said. 
Qadri  was  quoted  as  saying: 
“It  is  ready  but . . .  experts  are 
scrutinising  every  word." 
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Christian  demonstrators,  re¬ 
strained  by  ropes  wound 
round  their  necks,  are  led 
away  by  Pakistani  police 
yesterday  after  being 
arrested  during  a  protest  in 
Karachi  against  last  week's 
attacks  on  Christians  in  Pun¬ 
jab  province. 

About  200  people  were 
arrested  after  hea'y  teargas 


190  Christians  held  in  Karachi  protest 


shelling  and  baton  charges  to 
disperse  thousands  of  dem¬ 
onstrators,  witnesses  said. 

The  Christians  had  .as¬ 
sembled  outside  the  Gover¬ 
nor's  house  to  voice  anger 
over  the  burning  last  week  of 
the  churches  and  homes  of 


Christians  in  Khanewal  and 
a  nearby  village,  Shantin- 
agar,  about  280  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Islamabad. 

Police  made  the  arrests 
after  scuffles  with  emotional 
youths  who  chanted  "live 
and  let  others  live",  and 


on  our 


K‘r  vi'f*- 


£*■ 


#2 


h*' 


y&r 

■>-  y 


’  *  . 


In  tbe  Arctic,  insulation  experts  recommend  seal  skins  and  whale  and  still  be  just  as  comfortable.  And  of  course  you'll  be  more  than 
blubber,  but  in  Britain  they  warm  to  Pilkmgton  K  Glass.  comfortable  with  the  reduced  bills. 

They'll  tell  yon  it  was  specially  developed  to  make  double  glazing  more  Our  glass  doesn't  just  improve  your  financial  outlook.  By  making 
efficient  and  save  you  money.  windows  warmer  to  the  touch,  its  special  coating  greatly  reduces  unsightly 

Ask  them  how,  and  theyH  explain  that  it's  all  down  to  a  microscopic  condensation.  You  won’t  get  steamed  up  over  the  price  either,  as  it’s  only 
metal  coating  that  reflects  heat  back  into  your  home.  Heat  which  3  more  t^322  ordinary  double  glazing, 

ordinary  glass  allows  to  escape.  /v'—  w  ^  For  more  information  on  PiDdngton  K  Glass,  you  can  call  free 

In  feet,  Pflkington  K  Glass  offers  up  to  30%  better  insulation  j  j  on  0800  556000  or  press  an  expert  for  a  quote.  It’s  by  for  the 

than  normal  double  glazing.  So  you  can  turn  your  heating  down  V  I  j  best  way  to  keep  your  house,  or  igloo,  warmer. 


Experts  say  it's  the  best  glass  for  double  glazing. 


c.w^>  Saving  That  does  not  endorse  any  partieolar  mamiferaaer,  product  ar  service 


PlUCINv/mW  K.  GLASS  sad  the  Kdcnct  are  trade  narti  of  ifac  PBUngmii  Croup 


threw  stones  and  brandished 
sticks,  damaging  parked  ve¬ 
hicles.  Earlier,  in  speeches  at 
a  rally,  community  leaders 
had  urged  people  to  protect 
their  holy  places. 

Around  250.000  Christians 
fire  tn  Karachi  and  Chris¬ 


tians  account  for  3  per  cent  of 
Pakistan’s  Moriin^minafr- 
ed  population  of  130  million. 
The  February  6  rioting  in 
Khanewal  was  sparked  by 
allegations  that  crumpled 
pngffR  from  the  Koran  and 
pieces  of  paper  bearing  in¬ 
sulting  remarks  against  the 
Prophet  had  been  thrown 
into  a  mosque. 


Indian  police  blind 
suspected  gamblers 
with  chilli  powder 

From  Christopher  Thomas  dm  Delhi 

SEVEN  men  accused  of  illegal  to  prosecute  tiieir  own  officers. 
gambling  and  other  minor  Most  of  those  involved  in  the 
effenceshave  been  blinded  by  Bhagalpur  affair,  in  thenorfe- 
fndfan  police  who  nibbed  a  era  state  of  Bihar,  were  never 
chilli  powder  concoction  into  charged, 
their  eyes  to  extract  conies-  Journalists  in  Gujarat  Vi¬ 
sions.  It  is  one  of  fee  most  vestigafing  fee  latest  atrocity 
horrific  police  atrocities  since  said  policetoak  turns  to  apply 
fee  “Bhagalpur  Windings'’  a  the  ointment  to  the  men’s  eyes, 
decade  ago,  when  criminals  Mangaldas  Prabhudas.  45, 
had  their  eyes  gouged  out  with  one  of  fee  .victims,  was  quoted 
bicyde  spaces  to  halt  a  crime  as  saying  "When  we  started 
wave.  •.  robbing  out  . eyes  they  caught 

Doctors  -are-  treating  the  hold  of  us  and  administered 
men  in  hospital,  but  say  it  will  the  second  dose.  I  lost  'my 
be  a  month  before  fee  perma-  vision  immediately." 
nent  damage  to  their  eyesight  Another .  victim,  Jeevan 
can  be  assessed.  Police  used  a  ;  Mashro,.  said  fee  police  had 
spiced  version  of  a  herbal  administered  a  second  appli- 
preparatian,  meant  for  treat-  cation  of  fee  cream  when  they 
•ing  muscular  pan^  to  torqu^r-.  discovered ;  that,  he  was  still 
the  mien,  who  were  earlier  able  to  open  his  eyes  after  fee 
ordered  to  strip  and  beat  each  first  dose,  - 
other.  -  -  •  “All  fee  others  were  crying 

Police  in  India  •  have  a  put  in  pain,  which  prompted 
wretched  reputation;  with  rare  another  round  of  thrashing 
exceptions,  the  lower  ranks  fby  police],  this  time  on  the 
are  corrupt  and  abusive.  fingers.”  he  said. 

The  case  came  to  light  after  -  five  of  die  victims  were 
a  doctor  made  public  a  letter  accused  of  illegal  gambling; 
he  had  sent  to  the  local  police  one  of  the  other  two  had  been 
chief  in  Rajkot,  in  the  western  arrested  in  a  minor  narcotics 
state  of  Gujarat,  complaining  case  and  the  other  for  minor 
about  what  he  called  “cruel,  theft, 
inhuman  and  bizarre”  After  seeing  one  of  the 
conduct  victims.  Dr  Gosalia  was 

Lawyers  in  the  dty  are  quoted  as  saying:  “He  was  not 
planning  to  take  fee  case  to  fee  even  allowed  first  aid  when 
Indian  Human  Rights  Com-  his  eyes  got  swollen,  causing 
mission,  a  government-span-  blindness.  The  police  brought 
sored  body  with  a  mixed  him  here  after  ten  days,  by 
reputation  for  investigating  which  time  considerable  dam- 
abuses  committed  by  police  age  had  been  done  to  his 
and  soldiers.  cornea,  causing  partial  or  total 

Dr  Rekha  Gosalia,  superin-  blindness." 
tendent  of  the  G.T.  ShefeHos-  Tbe  district  magistrate  of 

pital  near  Rajkot,  said  some  or  Rajkot  said  last  night  feat  he 
ail  of  the  victims  could  suffer  had  been  instructed  by  the 
permanent  blindness.  Gujarat  state  Government  to 

Local  police  chiefs  say  they  inquire  into  the  affair  and 
have  demanded  a  detailed  report  directly  to  the  state 
report  but  it  is  rare  for  police  Home  Secretary. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  Woolwich  Buii 
Society,  Register  No  683B  whose  principal  offi 
at  Corporate  Headquarters,  ■  Wading  So 
Bexleyheath,  Kent,  DA6  TRR  desires  to  transfe 
business  to  Woolwich  pic,  and  that  the  society 
applied  to  fee  Building  Societies  Coxmnissio] 
confirm  fee  transfer. 

Any  interested  patty  -  may  malt-f  .  ^ 
representations  to  fee  Commission  and/or 
notice  of  intention  to  make  oral  representation 
the  Commission  wife  respect  to  fee  applicat 
Written  representations  and  notices  of  intenrio 
make  oral  representations  should  be  received  b? 
Commission  at  Victory  House,  30-34  Kings 
London  WC2B  6ES  by  17fe  March  1997:  < 
representations  will  be  heard  by  fee  Commissim 
16th  April  1997  at  a  time  and  place  to 
determined  by  the  Commission. 


WOOLWICH 


-  BUILDING 
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Principal  Office:  Ccrponue  Headquarter 
Witling  Street,  Bexleyheath,  Kent  DA6  7RR 
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Blacks  in  South  Africa 
turn  against  job  quotas 
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AN  OPINION  survey  out 
today  shows  that  a  majority  of 
South  Africans  are  against  the 
affinnative-aaion  hiring  prac¬ 
tises  that  are  a  centrepiece  of 
government  policy  and  nearly 
universal  in  the  private  sector 

The  indications  are,  more¬ 
over.  that  opinion  —  including 
black  opinion  —  has  hardened 

against  the  policy  over  the  past 

two  years. 

Something  depends,  of 
course,  on  definition.  Only  23 
per  cent  of  voters  thought  that 
jobs  should  go  to  blacks  on 
principle  or  until  they  have  a 
proportionate  share  of  all  jobs 
But  another  22  per  cent 
thought  blacks  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  jobs  provided  they 
were  the  equal  of  other  appli¬ 
cants,  and  if  they  were  not, 
then  the  best  person  should  be 
appointed. 

But  this  is  no  longer  what  is 
meant  by  affirmative  action  in 
South  Africa.  When  a  job  is 
announced  as  an  affirmative- 
action  appointment  it  means 
whites  need  not  apply,  and 
probably  Coloureds  and 
Asians  need  not  either.  Those 
in  the  22  per  cent  who  favour 
this  option  can  hardly  be 
counted  on  the  affirmative- 
action  side.  Even  if  they  are, 
there  is  a  54  to  45  per  cent 
majority  against,  and  on  the 
tighter  definition  of  affirma¬ 
tive  action  the  majority 
against  is  76  to  23  per  cent 


An  opinion  poll  has  revealed  a  nation  in 
two  minds:  happy  with  President  Mandela 
but  critical  of  the  ANC’s  tiberaJ  policies, 
writes  R.W.  Johnson  in  Johannesburg 


Not  surprisingly,  the  sur¬ 
vey,  conducted  by  Markdata, 
found  that  more  educated 
Africans  —  the  most  ■  likely 
beneficiaries  —  were  keener 
on  the  policy  than  blue-collar 
workers  and  the  unemployed, 
who  were  strongly  against. 
Bui  even  among  the  most- 
educated  blacks  support  fell 
well  short  of  50  per  cent, 
leaving  one  to  conclude  that 
the  policy  is  favoured  by  a 
very  narrow' stratum  of  poten¬ 
tial  beneficiaries  only. 

The  poll  also  shows  a  huge 
majority  of  all  races  against 
the  Government’s  new  liberal 
abortion  law  and  mounting 
resentment  against  illegal  im¬ 
migrants:  the  ANC  is  far  mare 
liberal  on  sodal  policy  than  its 
natural  constituency. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  dear 
majority  of  all  races  wants  to 
keep  the  functions  of  govern¬ 
ment  split  between  three  cities 
—  Pretoria  (administrative 
capital).  Cape  Town  (legisla¬ 
tive  capital)  and  Bloemfontein 
(judicial  capital)  —  rather  titan 
concentrated  in  a  single  capi¬ 
tal  Opinion  seems  to  have 


swung,  however,  in  favour  of 
splitting  the  police  farce  into 
provincial  and  city  forces  — 
perhaps  a  sign  of  frustration 
uith  die  high  crime  rate,  but 
perhaps  also  a  reflection  of  the 
low  level  of  trust  in  the  police 
shown  m  the  survey. 

A  curious  split-level  reality 
emerges  from  the  data.  Mas¬ 
sive  majorities  of  all  races  are 
satisfied  with  Mr  Mandela  as 
President,  bit  far  fewer  are  sa¬ 
tisfied  with  the  Government 
When  voters  are  asked  to 
judge  on  issues,  they  are 
unhesitatingly  negative  about 
its  record.  So,  at  the  top  level 
there  is  a  continued  liberation 
euphoria  now  at  odds  with 
opinion  on  day-to-day  life.  , 

There  are  two  particularly 
worrying  signs  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  One  is  that  dis¬ 
satisfaction  levels  peak  in  its 
traditional  stronghold  of  the 
Eastern  Cape.  Secondly,  Afri¬ 
cans  are  still  massively  opti¬ 
mistic  that  conditions  will 
improve  for  them  over  the 
next  year  or  two  —  yet  tihe 
economy  is  slowing  arid  these 
hopes  are  almost  certain  to  be 


De  Klerk  calls  for 
anti-ANC  alliance 


De  Klerk:  time  to  rise 
above  old  prejudices 


Cape  Town:  Former  Presi¬ 
dent  F.W.dc  Klerk  has 
sounded  the  rallying  call  fora 
major  realignment  of  politics 
in  South  Africa  and  gave 
notice  that  his  National  Party 
was  searching  for  allies  as  he 
fended  off  charges  of  a  crisis 
in  his  leadership  (Inigo 
Gilmore  writes). 

Mapping  out  his  agenda 
for  the  coining  year.  Mr  de 
Klerk  gave  a  warning  that 
without  a  political  shake-up 
South  Africa  was  heading  for 
one-party  rule.  He  reported 
his  call  for  like-minded  forces 
to  unite  against  the  African 


National  Corjgess  with  a  view 
to  elections  in  1999. 

“The  moderate  forces,  the 
moderate  thinkers,  most  find 
ways  of  rising  above  tbeir  old 
prejudices,'*  he  said. 

President  Mandela  recently 
stole  Mr  de  Klerk’s  thunder 
by  inviting  the  Democratic 
Party  and  Pan  Africanist  Con¬ 
gress  for  talks  about  Cabinet  - 
posts.  The  Inkatha  Freedom 
Party  has  also  been  sweet¬ 
ened  by  Mr  Mandela’s  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Chief  Mango- 
suthu  Botbeiezi  as  acting 
President  while  on  a  recent 
overseas  trip 


Democrats  attacked 
by  Beijing’s  man 


From  Jonathan  Mirsky  in  hong  kong 


HONG  KONG’S  Democrats 
were  attacked  yesterday  by 
Tung  Chee-hwa,  the  Chief 

Executive-designate,  for  going 
abroad  to  warn  the  world  that 
the  colony  was  faring  collapse. 

For  the  first  time  in  public, 
Mr  Tung's  affability  cracked 
and  his  voice  shook  with 
anger.  His  unnamed  target 
was  Martin  Lee,  the  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  Party, 
which  holds  most  seats  in  the 
Legislative  Council — which  is 
io~be  replaced  on  July  1  by 
Beijing's  appointed  body. 

Mr  Lee  has  been  touring 
European  capitals  seeking 
support  for  Hong  Kong's  hu¬ 
man  and  political  rights  after 
the  takeover. 

"Recently  some  well-known 
people  including  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  have  blackened 
the  reputation  of  Hong  Kong 
overseas . . .  giving  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  it  is  collapsing.  . 

“Tliere  are  different  views 
as  to  the  speed  of  democracy'.’’ 
Mr  Tung  said.  “Where  to  fix 
the  balance  between  individ¬ 
ual  rights  and  the  order  of  our 
sorietv  ...  These  are  issues 
whidi  should  be  talked 
through  in  Hong  Kong  in¬ 
stead  of  going  overseas  in  such 
a  way  that  it  creates  doubts 
xnd  confosion  which  may  or 
may  nor  affect  investment,  and 
invites  foreign  countries  to  tell 
us  how  to  do  things.” 

Speaking  from  Europe,  Mr 
Lee  responded:  “There  are 
indeed  doubts  and  confusion 
hi  foreign  countries.  We  now 


have  two  legislatures  acting  at 
the  same  time  ...  We  want 
people  to  speak  up  and  save 
Hong  Kong.  We  want  them  to 
speak  to  the  Chinese  leaders  to 
get  them  to  wind  up  -this 
appointed  illegal  legislature. 
Then  our  worries  would  be 
over  and  overseas  investors 
would  be  very  happy  to  come 
to  Hang  Kong.  The  root  of  the 
problem  does  not  lie  with  the 
messenger  bur  with  the  truth 
of  the  message.” 

The  day  before,  a  dose 
associate  of  Mr  Tung  said  that 
Hong  Kong  was  threatened  by 
“chaos”.  He  said  new  “techni¬ 
cal”  laws  to  be  imposed  by 
China  were  necessary  to  con¬ 
trol  demonstrations,  and  “so 
that  people  will  absolutely 
understand  they  have  to  obey 
the  law”.  He  added  that  police 
were  unable  to  arrest  wrong¬ 
doers  under  present  laws. 

Asked  why  the  police  testify 
that  the  present  laws  are 
suffidem  to  deal  with  almost 
invariably  peaceful  demon¬ 
strations  and  parades,  he  said; 
“They  have  to  say  that  Irs  the 
government  Line.  It's  not  what 
they  really  think.” 

When  it  was  netted  that 
Anson  Chan,  the  chief  secre¬ 
tary,  and  Donald  Tsang.  fi¬ 
nancial  secretary,  both 
expressed  alarm  at  proposed 
Bill  of  Rights  cuts,  Mr  Tung’s 
aide  said  since  they  would  be 
serving  in  the  next  govern¬ 
ment  “it  would  be  better  for 
them  nor  to  speak.  It  just 
confuses  people.” 


Vietnamese 
girls  leap 
to  death  in 
suicide  pact 


From  associated  Press 

IN  HANOI , 


DISTRAUGHT  aid  .forlorn, 
four  lfryear-old  girls  ate  a 
final  meal  together,  bound 
their  wrists  with  a  silk  scarf’ 
and  leapt  from  a  bridge  to 
their  deaths  in  a  suicide  pact 

Police  in  southern  Viet¬ 
nam’s  Ho  Chi  Minft  City  are 
still  investigating  why  the 
girls  killed  themselves  on 
Monday. 

The  four  worked  at  a  chop- 
stick  factory  near  the  city; 
formerly  Saigon,  the  state-run 
newspaper  Youth  reported 
yesterday. 

According  to  witnesses,  the 
girls  were  seen  wandering  on 
the  city's  Xang  bridge.  They 
ate  a  final  meal  there,  before 
throwing  their  shoes,  clothing 
and  other  belongings  info  the 
water.  Then  they  leapt,  bound 
by  the  wrists.  Some  people 
fried  to  save  them  but  the 
current  swept  them  away,  the 
newspaper  reported. 

Three  bodies  were  recov¬ 
ered  the  next  day. 

Police  quoted  relatives  as 
saying  that  the  girls  had  been 
showing  signs  of  distress  and 
had  sometimes  gone  home 
drunk.  There  was  a  sugges¬ 
tion  that  they  were  having 
problems  with'  boyfriends  ana 
they  had  apparently  left  their 
homes  several  days  earlier. 
Teenage  sttiride  is  rare  in 
Vietnam. 


British  Council  faces  storm  of 
protest  over  library  closures 
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Library  users,  though,  say 
Britain  is  losing  a  unique 
service  that  bunds  foreign 
goodwill.  Andrew  Leech,  an 
AngJo-Greek  teacher  who 
campaigned  against  closure 
of  the  .Athens  library  in  De¬ 
cember.  said  yesterday  that 
English-language  teaching 

and  influence  would  be  hit  : 

A  group  of  Greek  academ¬ 
ics  at  the  University  of  Athens 
said  the  closure  would  have  “a 
deplorable  effect  on  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  Greek  students 
studying  in  English”.  More 
than  half  the  library’s  sub-, 
scribers  were  Greek  students, 
and  it  had  the  largest  stock  of 
English  books  in  Greece. 

Mr  Leech  is  trying  to  raise. 


money  to  reopen  the  library 
privately,  supported  by  the 
Australian,  Irish,  South  Afri¬ 
can,  Canadian  and  Pakistani 
embassies.  Britain  has  not 
contributed. 

Stephan  Roman,  the  British 
Council's  director  of  informa¬ 
tion  services,  said  the  council 
had  to  target  resources  to¬ 
wards  influencing  derisiop- 
makers  and  promoting  Brit¬ 
ish  .  trade,  culture  and 
education.  “Lending  libraries 
are  no  longer  achieving  this 
goal  in  the  developed  world,” 
he  saiit  The  council  has  no 
plans  to  dose  lending  librar¬ 
ies  in  India  or  Africa,  which 
still  attract  thousands  of 
subscribers. 


dented,  with  consequent  polit¬ 
ical  disillusionment. 

It  is  in  the  Eastern  Cape, 
too,  that  support  for  Bantu 
Holomisa,  who  has  broken 
away  from  die  ANC  to  form 
his  own  party,  peaks.  The 
survey-  finds  thar  Mr 
Holomisa  leads  the  field  there 
(and  picks  up  significant  sup¬ 
port  In  the  Western  Cape,  too) 
as  a  popular  choice  for  the 
next  President 

Deputy  President  Thabo 
MbeTa.  already  the  ANCs 
'  anointed  choice,  led  the  field  of 
presidential  contenders  but 
with  a  surprisingly  weak  25 
per  cent  showing.  Currently 
he  is  picking  up  only  two  ANC 
votes  out  of  every  five  African 
ANC  supporters  and  among 
.  Asians  only  core  ANC  voter  in 
six.  His  problem  is  that  he 
lacks  a  popular  base  and  has 
the  support  of  only  27  per  cent 
of  his  own  Xhosa-speaking 
group. 

The  former  ANC  party  boss, 
Cyril  Ramaphosa,  who  left 
politics  in  favour  of  a  business 
career,  runs  a  strong  second 
as  choice  of  future  President 
and  among  the  emergent 
black  middle  class  leads  Mr 
MbeJa  by  two  to  one. 

Although  Mr  Mbeki  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  succeed  Mr  Mandela, 
the  survey  provides  an  unvar¬ 
nished  picture  of  the  frag¬ 
mented  political  reality  that 
seems  likely  to  ensue. 


Young  recruits  to  Zaircfs  rebel  army,  which  has  taken  the  key  town  of  Isuro,  hail  their  leader.  Laurent  Kabila 


Rwanda  genocide  ‘masterminds’  for  trial 


By  Our  foreign  Staff 


COLONEL  Theoneste  Bagosora  and 
three  other  people  accused  of  master¬ 
minding  the  1994  genocide  in  Rwanda 
will  go  on  trial  next  Wednesday,  the 
United  Nations  war  crimes  tribunal  for 
Rwanda  announced  yesterday. 

Colonel  Bagosora  was  permanent  sec¬ 
retary  in  the  Defence  Ministiy  of  the 
Hutu-dominated  regime  which  was  de¬ 
feated  by  an  army  of  rebel  Tutsts.  Eariier, 


Hutu  extremists  had  slaughtered  more 
than  500,000 Tutsis  and  moderate  Hutus. 

The  others  to  go  on  trial  in  the  north 
Tanzanian  town  of  Arusha,  are  Colonel 
Anatole  Nsengfyumva,  who  was  head  of 
mflftary  intelligence,  Ferdinand  Nahi- 
mana.  who  was  head  of  the  Rwanda 
Information  Office,  and  Andre 
Ntagerara.  who  was  Minister  of  Trans¬ 
port  The  tribunal  cannot  hand  down 
death  sentences. 

Meanwhile,  the  tribunal's  chief  prose¬ 


cutor,  deputy  prosecutor  and  registrar, 
are  due  to  appear  in  New  York  next 
Friday  to  respond  to  an  internal  UN 
investigation  that  has  accused  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  mismanagement  and  failing  to 
pursue  leading  genocide  suspects. 

In  Kinshasa.  Zaire’s  Defence  Ministiy 
acknowledged  yesterday  that  rebels  had 
taken  the  key  town  of  Isiro,  210  miles 
northeast  of  Kisangani,  the  country’s 
third  largest  dty.  The  ministry  said  it 
planned  to  reinforce  Kisangani. 
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Smugglers  cash  in 
as  police  abandon 
Albanian  riot  port 

From  Richard  Owen  invlore,  Albania 


THE  roast  road  winds  dawn 
into  the  dilapidated  port  of 
Vlore,  past  barricades  of  boul¬ 
ders  and  burnt-out  cars. 

Vlore,  on  the  Adriatic,  is 
where  riots  over  savings  lost 
in  fraudulent  “pyramid"  funds 
have  came  the  closest  yet  to 
bringing  down  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  President  Berisha. 
Tom  between  an  intensified 
crackdown  and  retreat,  Mr 
Berisha  chose  retreat  this 
week,  withdrawing  all  police 
from  the  town  after  some  of 
the  worst  riots  that  Albania 
has  seen  in  more  Than  a  month 
of  protests. 

Residents  of  this  rundown 
seaside  town  are  left  jubilant 
but  baffled.  Several  thousands 
again  took  to  the  pot-holed, 
rubbish-strewn  streets  yester¬ 
day,  chanting  “Down  with  the 
Government"  and  “Resign, 
resign".  There  were  reports 
that  senior  members  of  the 
ruling  Democratic  Party  had 
called  on  Aleksandr  Meksi, 
the  Prime  Minister,  to  step 
down. 

Police  continued  to  block 
apposition  demonstrations  in 
the  centre  of  Tirana,  and  at 
Vlore  extra  troops  were 
shipped  into  the  military  base 
on  the  island  of  Sazan,  dearly 
visible  across  the  bay. 

At  the  cemetery,  in  olive 
groves  high  above  the  town. 


people  filed  past  the  freshly 
dug  grave  of  Artur  Rustemi, 
the"  34-year-old  shopkeeper 
shot  dead  during  a  day  of 
mayhem  in  which  police  and 
protesters  pelted  each  other 
with  stones.  Smashed  paving 
stones  litter  the  streets. 

“He  was  killed  by  the 
police,"  the  gravedigger  told 
me,  turning  over  the  heavy 
day  soil.  I  told  him  that  the 
police  deny  it.  “A  sniper,"  he 
said  flatly. 

A  colour  photograph  on  the 
flower-covered  grave  shows  a 
(raiding  man  wiih  a  long, 
smiling  face.  On  either  side 
are  the  graves  of  the  two  men 
in  their  fifties  who  died  of 
heart  attacks  during  the 
disturbances. 

At  the  hospital,  where  the 
wounded  were  taken,  the 
stench  of  garbage  and  decay 
almost  overpowers  the  disin¬ 
fectant.  "Let’s  hope  Berisha 
does  not  bring  in  the  troops.** 
one  nurse  said.  “We  can 
hardly  rope  as  h  is." 

Down  in  the  town  are  the 
gutted  remains  of  the  local 
headquarters  of  die  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  set  on  fire  during 
Mr  Ru5temi*s  funeral.  Yester¬ 
day,  as  rumours  swept  Vlore 
that  Vefa,  one  of  the  biggest 
pyramid  business  empires, 
was  about  to  collapse  ending 
any  hope  of  refunds,  demon¬ 


strators  debated  whether  to 
bum  and  loot  a  Ve fa-owned 
hotel  on  the  seashore. 

But  quickest  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  police  retreat  were 
the  local  smugglers,  who  — 
scarcely  believing  their  luck  — 
took  bade  more  than 
]00speed boats  confiscated  by 
police  for  transporting  illegal 
immigrants,  cigarettes,  mari¬ 
juana  and  other  contraband. 
“We  grow  the  best  marijuana 
in  the  world,”  said  one  man  as 
I  watched  him  winching  his 
speedboat  on  to  a  flatbed 
truck. 

Vlore,  ruled  in  the  past  by 
Romans,  Venetians.  Turks 
and  Italians,  has  long  had  a 
reputation  for  brigandry.  A 
plaque  on  a  seaside  cafe 
marks  the  spot  where  Ismail 
Qemali,  a  local  bey,  declared 
Albania's  independence  from 
the  Ottomans  in  1912. 

Today  the  hri$artds  are 
Mafia-backed  "businessmen", 
whose  opulent  wealth  and 
flashy  cars  contrast  with  the 
rubble  and  grime  of  Vlore’s 
daily  life. 

Albanian  and  Italian  mafio¬ 
si  were  heavily  involved  in 
pyramid  schemes  such  as 
Gjalliuca,  the  Vlore-based 
fund,  which  Italian  police  say 
was  used  for  Mafia  money¬ 
laundering.  The  “business¬ 
men"  employ  men  with 


A  woman  brandishes  an  Albanian  banknote  during  a  demonstration  in  Vlore  yesterday  as  protests  over 
collapsed  pyramid  funds  continued.  Earlier  this  week  die  Government  withdrew  police  from  the  town 


padded  shoulders  and  dark 
glasses  who  look  as  if  they 
come  from  the  back  streets  of 
Naples,  and  in  some  cases  do. 

Yesterday  “liberated"  speed¬ 
boats  were  being  used  once 
again  to  spirit  desperate  Alba¬ 


nians  to  Italy,  despite  Italian 
efforts  to  intercept  them.  The 
going  rate.  I  was  told  at  the 
port.  is$I,500  (E95QJ  per  illegal 
bmmigrant. 

Police  also  blamed  under- 
wold  gangs  for  die  shooting 


of  Shezai  Zani,  an  off-duty 
policeman,  at  his  home  in 
Vlore  on  Wednesday  night  He 
was  sprayed  with  automatic 
gunfire,  then  shot  in  the  back 
of  the  head  with  a  revolver. 
Local  journalists  said  the  mur- 


Brussels  gives  British  economy  bill  of  health 
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Santen  the  Commission 
has  no  new  forecasts 


BRITAIN  featured  as  a  model  of 
economic  health  yesterday  in  a  report  by 
the  European  Commission  that  called  on 
member  states  to  apply  more  reforms 
along  British  lines  and  said  that  budget 
“fudging”  would  not  guarantee  them  a 
berth  in  monetary  union. 

The  Commission’s  annual  study  of  the 
EU  economy  made  the  most  of  signs  of 
accelerating  growth,  but  this  alone  would 
not  be  enough  to  make  more  than  a  dent 
in  the  painfully  high  level  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  which  is  now  running  at  an 
average  of  105  per  cent  it  said.  The 
Commission  rehearsed  the  standard 
argument  that  Europe  must  preserve  its 
“social  model"  the  doctrine  of  the 
welfare  state  that  distinguishes  West 
Europe  from  the  US  and  other  big 
competitors.  But  in  a  tacit  nod  to  the 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Brussels 

market  approach  preached  by  John 
Major,  it  railed  for  greater  effort  to  ditch 
rigid  wage  laws  and  tax  habits  which 
have  driven  up  unemploymenL 
“High  wage  and  non-wage  labour 
costs  as  wefl  as  ...  rigid  employment 
security  rules  bare  reduced  the  attractive¬ 
ness  of  labour  as  a  production  factor." 
said  the  200-page  report.  In  a  foray  into  a 
political  minefield,  it  urged  governments 
to  promote  jobs  for  the  young  and  less 
skilled  by  waiving  rules  on  minimum 
wages  and  cutting  social  charges. 
Contradicting  the  conventional  wisdom 
in  Franc*  and  other  EU  states,  it  said: 
"Technological  change  and  globalisation 
are  not  the  cause  of  unemployment" 
Although  not  cited  as  a  model  Brit¬ 
ain’s  buoyant  economy,  with  a  jobless 
level  falling  below  7.9  percent  stood  oat 


in  contrast  to  most  other  member  states. 
"Since  the  1980s  the  United  Kingdom  has 
undertaken  a  series  of  deregulatoiy 
labour  market  measures  designed  to 
reduce  the  cost  to  employers  of  hiring 
labour,"  it  noted.  Mainly  as  a  result 
unemployment  was  "much  lower  than 
foe  EU  average”. 

The  Commission,  whose  President  is 
Jacques  San  ter,  produced  no  new  fore¬ 
casts  on  the  question  of  which  countries 
will  match  the  criteria  for  monetary 
union  in  1999.  The  so-called  Maastricht 
criteria  are  applied  to  economic  perfor¬ 
mance  in  [997.  However,  it  said  thme  was 
a  danger  that  the  once-off  budget 
manoeuvres  being  employed  by  a  dozen 
states  to  scrape  under  foe  Maastricht 
threshold  would  not  create  the  sustain¬ 
able  financial  health  that  is  demanded. 


AUTHORITIES  in  The  Net¬ 
herlands  appealed  for  a  news 
blackout  yesterday  after  a 
wave  of  killings  of  children  by 
their  parents. 

Psychologists,  police  and  ju¬ 
dicial  officials  fear  mare 
“copycat"  killings  after  five 
cases  involving  the  murders  of 
nine  children  in  four  weeks. 

In  foe  latest,  a  41-year-old 
father  from  Hooftidorp,  near 
Amsterdam,  admitted  mur-. 
dering  his  wife  and  six-year- 
old  daughter. 

The  killings  began  an  Janu¬ 
ary  IS.  when  police  found  foe 
bodies  of  three  children  at 
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Art  world 
defies  the 
French 
Far  Right 

FROM  B6N  MACINTYRE 

IN  PARIS 

THE  French  art  establish¬ 
ment  yesterday  footed 
horns  with  tire  extreme- 
right  National  Front  over 
allegations  of  cultural 
censorship,  as  more  than 
ISO  of  the  co  anfitys  writers 
joined  a  swelling  protest 
against  tough  antiinum- 
eratxon  laws. 

More  than  1.000  fflro- 
makers,  actors,  singers 
and  authors  converged  on 
foe  southern  port  of  Ton- 
Ion  to  demonstrate 
against  foe  sacking  of  a 
left-wing  theatre  director 
and  the  closure  of  his 
cultural  centre  by  the  city’s 
National  Front  Mayor. 

G6rard  Paquet  director 
of  the  Chateauvaflon  the¬ 
atre  and  cultural-  centre, 
was  recently  dismissed  fay 
foe  Mayor.  Jean-Marie  Le 
Cbevallier.  prompting 
outrage  in  artistic  circles. 

The  centre  became  a 
focus  of  opposition  to  foe 
National  Front  last  year 
after  M  Le  ChcvaDier 
-esterday  as  protests  over  hanfifrf  a  tribute  to  foe 

iw  police  from  the  town  Jewish  writer  Marek 

Halter.  “What  is  happen- 
t  der  arose  from  a  feud,  with  ing  is  typical  of  a  totalitar- 

i  mafiosi  taking  advantage  of  ian  or  faseto  state 

:  the  temporary  anarchy  to  attacking  culture  and  free- 

:  settle  a  score.  dam,"  said  Jacques 

c  •  “I  fear  there  will  be  more  Higetin,  foe  rock  star,  one 

settling  of  scores  before  this  is  of  hundreds  of  artists  and 

-  over,”  one  said.  entertainers  who  travelled 

_ - _ •  _  overnight  to  Toulon  on  a 

“Freedom  Train". 

Z1A  Claude  Chabrol  the 

||(|  K1 1  Ml  11  film  director,  and'  actor 

O  Roger  Hanin  were 

Bvcaf  fears  marched  through  Toulon  I 

l  J  before  assembling  at  a 

ller  in  AMSTERDAM  c<mrt  hearing  about  M 
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-  their  home,  also  in  Hoof-  was  adjourned. 
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Dutch  child  killings 
spark  ‘copycat*  fears 

From  Mark  Fuller  inamsterdam 


their  home,  also  in  Hoof- 
ddorp.  Their  parents,  who 
foiled  in  suicide  attempts, 
admitted  the  murders,  - claim¬ 
ing  that  they  had  never  recov¬ 
ered  fromthedeafo  of  a  fourth 
child  from  leukaemia  two 
years  ago. 

Four  days  later  police 
arrested  a  36-year-old  woman, 
accused  of  suffocating  her 
daughter,  aged  nine.  Five 
days  later  a  drvorced  father  of 
43  shot  his  two  sons,  aged 
seven  and  nine*  andibimself. 
A  week  ago  another  deforced 
than  lolled  his  son,  eight;  and 
daughter,  five. 
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Chinese  Embassy 
‘passed  illegal  cash 
to  Clinton  fund’ 

•  From  Tdm  Rhodes  in  Washington 


THE  Chinese  Embassy  in 
Washington  was  used  to 
channel  illegal  Asian  dona¬ 
tions  to  help  President  Clin¬ 
ton's  re-election,  the  man  who 
helped  to  uncover  Watergate 
claimed  yesterday. 

Bob  Woodward,  writing  in 
The  Washington  Post,  said  a 
Justice  Department  investiga¬ 
tion  into  fundraising  irregu¬ 
larities  had  found  evidence 
that  Chinese  diplomats  nged 
their  mission  as  a  centre  to 
solicit  money  from  foreign 
sources. 

Although  denied  by  the 
embassy,  the  allegation  adds  a 
new  diplomatic  and  counter¬ 
intelligence  dimension  to  the 
burgeoning  inquiry  into  Asian 
donations,  a  scandal  which 
seems  set  to  dog  Mr  Clinton's 
second  term. 

Combined  with  expected 
congressional  subpoenas 
against  former  Clinton  Ad¬ 
ministration  officials;  the 
allegation  may  result  in  the 
appointment  of  an  indepen¬ 
dent  counseL 

Several  federal  agencies 
were  said  to  have  conducted 
electronic  surveillance  at  the 
embassy  and  the  Justice  De¬ 
partment  was  treating  its  in¬ 
quiry  as  “serious". 

Mr  Woodward,  an  indefad- . 
gable  investigative  journalist 
and  managing  editor  of  The 


Washington  Post ,  said  evi¬ 
dence  of  involvement  by  the 
Chinese  Government  had  led 
the  FBI  to  increase  the  number 
of  spedai  agents  working  on 
its  task  force  from  a  mere 
handful  to  25. 

Mike  McCuny,  Mr  din-' 
ton's  press  secretary,  said  that 
to  the  “best  of  his  knowledge" 
no  one  at  the  White  House 
knew  of  any  clandestine  plan¬ 
ning  in  the  embassy. 

The  Clinton  Administration 
has  made  disparaging  noises 
to  Beijing  about  huraanrights. 
Hong  Kong,  trade  issues  and 
weapons  proliferation.  It  sent 
a  earner  group  to  the  Taiwan 
Strait  last  year  when  the 
Chinese  were  engaged  in  sa¬ 
bre-rattling  ahead  of  the  is¬ 
land’s  elections. 

The  Clinton  Administra¬ 
tion,  particularly  since  re- 
election,  has  sought  to  engage 
the  Chinese  further.  Made¬ 
leine  Albright,  the  Secretary  of 
State;  is  to  visit  Beijing  this 
month  and  has  said  that  Sino- 
American  relations  will  not  be 
held  hostage  to  any  single 
issue. 

The  President  is  also  plan¬ 
ning  to  visit  China  and  has 
invited  President  Jiang  Zemin 
to  Washington.  Mr  Clinton, 
whose  interest  in  the  region, 
stems  from  connections  made 
while  he  was  Governor  of 


Arkansas,  has  long  argued  for 
a  policy  of  active  engagement. 
American  businessmen  are 
eager  to  enter  the  fast-emerg¬ 
ing  Far  Eastern  markets. 

The  Chinese  have  increased 
their  lobbying  in  Washington, 
concerned  that  Taiwan  and 
Israel  appear  more  successful 
in  influencing  -  American 
policy. 

Investigators  have  long  sus¬ 
pected  a  Chinese  connection  to 
-  the  current  fundraising  scan¬ 
dal  because  several  big  donors 
to  the  Democratic  Party  had 
strong  links  to  Beijing. 

'  Charles  Yah  Lin  Trie,  a  former 
Arkansas  restaurateur  who  is 
now  an'  international  busi¬ 
nessman,  used  his  influence  to 
take  a  Chinese  arms  dealer  to 
the  White  House.  . 

John  Huang,  the  former 
Commerce  Department  offi¬ 
cial  at  the  centre  of  the  fund- 
raising  scandal  was  born  in 
China  and  worked  for  the 
lippo  Group,  the  Indonesian 
conglomerate  which  has  ex¬ 
tensive  interests  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple's  Republic. 

.  Last  month  Gerald  Solo¬ 
mon,  the  Republican  chair¬ 
man  of  the  House  rales  j 
committee,  asked  the  FBI  to  : 
investigate  Mr  Huang  and 
Lippo  with  an  eye  to  “potential 
economic  espionage  against 
the  United  States". 


President  and  Mis  Clinton  and  Vice-President  and  Mrs  Gore  at  the  service.  Below,  the  actor  Gregory  Peck,  who  was  among  the  mourners 


President’s  tribute  to  ally  Harriman 

From  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 

PAMELA  HARRIMAN  was  praised  oxymoron"  called  Democrats  for  the  Mrs  Ham  man,  who  was  born  in 
by  President  Clinton  at  her  funeral  Eighties.  After  that,  her  appointment  Britain,  had  adopted  the  United  States 
yesterday  as  a  cherished  friend  who  as  American  Ambassador  to  France  with  extraordinary  devotion  and  her 
helped  him  to  get  his  job.  *Today  1  am  was  one  of  the  easiest  choices  he  made  country  bade  her  farewell  with  pro- 
here  in  no  small  measure  because  she  for  any  job,  Mr  Clinton  told  a  throng  found  gratitude.  "With  the  spedai 
was  there."  he  said,  recalling  how  she  of  Cabinet  members,- politicians,  dip-  appreciation  of  one  not  native-born, 
had  helped  his  Gist  campaign  ior  the  lomats  and  friends  who  gathered  at  she  felt  to  her  bones  America's  spedai 
White  House.  Washington  National  Cathedral  to  leadership  role  in  the  world."  Mr 

She  had  revived  bis  party's  spirits  honour  Mrs  Harriman,  who  died.  Clinton  told  the  congregation  of  1.150. 
when  at  a  low  ebb  by  forming  a  group  aged  76,  in  Paris  last  week.  She  had  represented  America  with 

that  seemed  at  the  time  a  "laughable  In  his  eulogy.  Mr  Clinton  said  that  "wisdom,  grace  and  dignity”. 


Prince  delivered 
to ‘King  of  Pop’ 

From  Giles  Whittbll  in  los  angeles 


AS  helicopters  swarmed  over¬ 
head  and  paparazzi  laid  siege 
to  the  hospital  gates,  Debbie 
Rowe  Jackson  gave  birth  to  a 
boy  destined  for  a  life  of 
wealth  and  weirdness  in 
roughly  equal  measure. 

Sources  at  Cedars  Sinai 
Medical  Centre  In  Beverly 
HiUs  said  the  second  Mis 
Michael  Jackson  gave  birth  to 
the  61b  \2m  baby  at  lam 
yesterday  morning. 

The  King  of  Pop’s  first  child 


Jackson:  child  said  to 
be  named  after  him 


was  reportedly  named  Mich¬ 
ael  Jackson  Jr,  but  was  in¬ 
stantly  dubbed  the  Prince  of 
Pep  by  the  tabloid  army. 

Michael  Jackson  Sr,  who 
still  claims  to  be  living  out  a 
childhood  denied  him  by  an 
overbearing  father,  married 
Debbie  Rowe  in  a  hastily- 
axranged  midnight  ceremony 
in  a  Sydney  hotel  East  year 
after  reports  emerged  that  be 
had  paid  her  over  $500,000 
(£310.000)  id  (any  his  child. 

Th£  wedding  canoe  less 
than  a  year  after  Mr  Jackson’s 
divorce  from  Lisa-Marie 
Presley,  Elvis’s  daughter,  and 
less  than  three  years  after  his 
$20  million  out-of-court  settle¬ 
ment  of  a  child  abuse  scandal 
that  threatened  to  ruin  his. 
caieer. 

The  couple  met  while  Ms 
Rowe  wasworking  as  a  nurse 
at  his  plastic  surgeon's  office. 
They  have  denied  reports  that 
she  was  impregnated  by  arti¬ 
ficial  mseminatiao,  was  paid 
for  the  pregnancy  and  will  be 
paid  again  to  relinquish  all 
custody  rights  should  they 
divorce. 
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Albright  mission  to  back 
Nato  and  EU  expansion 

FRom  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


MADELEINE  ALBRIGHT, 
the  American  Secretary  of 
State,  will  arrive  in  Europe 
next  week  with  a  message  that 
America  wants  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  Nato  to  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  rapid  widening  and 
deepening  of  tire  European 
Union. 

She  will  take  a  tough  stance 
towards  Russia's  concerns 
about  extending  Nato  mem¬ 
bership  to  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  European  states, 
emphasising  that  it  will  be 
given  no  veto  or  lever  to  slow 
down  the  proass.  The  State 
Department  will  also  take  a 
sceptical  line  towards  the  Rus¬ 
sian  claim  that  enlargement 
will  stir  up  political  torsions 
by  giving'  power  to  hardline 
isolationist  factions.  The  Clin¬ 
ton  Administration  regards 
this  as  an  attempt  to  give 
America  a  “guilt  trip". 

Ms  Albright's  visit  to 
Europe,  where  unresolved 
questions  about  Nato  enlarge¬ 
ment  dominate  relations  with 
the  US.  comes  at  the  start  of  a 
whirlwind  round-the-world 


tour,  including  Russia  and 
China.  However.  President 
Clinton  sees  Nato  expansion, 
where  America's  role  is  dear 
and  essential,  as  promising 
ground  for  negotiations,  in 
contrast  to  tortuous  problem¬ 
solving  in  Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na,  the  Middle  Ease  and 
Northern  Ireland. 

Nato  members  will  meet  to 
thrash  out  terms  of  expansion 
in  July  in  Madrid.  That  will 
come  after  a  meeting  between 
President  Clinton  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin  in  Helsinki,  at 
which  Russia  will  voice  again 
its  anxiety  at  seeing  its  former 
satellites  drawn  within  a 
European  security  blanket 

Washington  regards  Rus¬ 
sia’s  demand  that  Nato  should 
not  put  its  equipment  or  troops 
on  new  members'  soil  as 
unreasonable.  The  State  De¬ 
partment  takes  the  view  that 
new  members  should  have  all 
the rights  of  membership. 

America  is  more  sympathet¬ 
ic  to  Russia's  concern  that  an 
enlarged  Nato  should  not 
sprawl  eastwards.  Naro  mem- 


Disgraced  skater 
‘chased  through 
wood  by  knifeman’ 


By  Giles  Whittell 


TONYA  HARDING,  the  tar¬ 
nished  tigress  of  the  figure 
skating  rink,  claims  that  she 
has  pulled  off  a  dramatic 
escape  from  a  knife- wielding 
abductor  who  commandeered 
her  pick-up  truck  and  ordered 
her  to  take  him  "where  1  need 
to  go". 

Ms  Harding's  account  of  a 
terrifying  half-hour  chase 
through  woods  near  her  Ore¬ 
gon  home  comes  three  years 
after  she  admitted  covering 
up  an  attack  on  her  arch-rival. 
Nancy  Kerrigan,  and  ten  days 
before  her  long-awaited 
comeback. 

Shaken  but  uninjured,  the 
26-year-old  told  Portland 
sheriffs  deputies  that  a  bushy- 
haired  man  ' had  ambushed 
her  within  yards  of  her  front 
door  and  forced  her  at  knife¬ 
point  to  drive  for  half  an  hour 
to  a  rural  area  beyond  the  city 
limits. 

The  man  slapped  her  when 
she  offered  to  stop  and  let  him 
out,  the  skater  d  aimed,  with  a 


Harding:  hop 
.  skatme  con 


bruise  on  her  face  to  back  up 
the  story. 

When  he  ordered  her  to 
drive  down  a  dirt  road  she 
deliberately  rammed  a  tree, 
grabbed  her  car  keys  and  ran 
off  into  some  woods,  she  said. 

The  chase  ended  with  Ms 
Harding  dodging  through 
trees  to  shake  off  her  pursuer, 
returning  to  the  pick-up  and 
driving  to  safety,  she  told 
police. 

The  officer's  responded: 
“Well  treat  this  at  face  value 
and  investigate  h  just  as  we 
would  investigate  anybody." 

Retracing  her  steps,  detec¬ 
tives  confirmed  that  there  was 
a  fresh  dent  in  a  tree  where  Ms 
Harding  said  sbe  had  hit  it 
with  her  vehicle,  though  they 
found  no  trace  of  the  suspect 
she  described. 

Oregon’s  most  famous  red¬ 
head  was  tunned  from  skat¬ 
ing  in  amateur  competition, 
fined  $110,000  (£67,500)  and 
told  to  perform  500  hours  of 
community  service  after  a 
crowbar  attack  cm  Ms  Kerri¬ 
gan  that  failed  either  to  break 
her  leg.  as  planned,  or  to 
prevent  her  winning  a  silver 
medal  at  the  Lillehammer 
Winter  Olympics  in  Norway. 
Ms  Harding  finished  eighth. 

Since  then,  she  has  turned 
down  offers  of  television 
sauerkraut  wrestling  con¬ 
tracts  in  Japan  and  been 
booed  when  attempting  to 
launch  a  second  career  as  the 
lead  singer  for  a  now-defunct 
pop  group  called  the  Golden 
Blades.  . 

She  is  scheduled  to  perform 
a  three-minute  ice  ‘  skating 
exhibition  routine  in  the  Neva¬ 
da  gambling  town  of  .  Reno 
next  weekend. 


-bets  have  said  that  an  en¬ 
larged  organisation  would  not 
deploy  nuclear  weapons  on 
the  new  members’  soiL  Wash¬ 
ington  will  encourage  Russia 
to  rely  for  reassurance  on 
signed  agreements  with  the 
alliance’s  members,  which 
will  however  not  be  legally 
binding. 

Washington's  rough  stance 
is  based  -partly  on  the  view 
that  the  transformation  which 
Russia  is  undergoing  is  so 
profound  and  disruptive  that 
its  Government  is  liable  to 
blame  any  apparent  external 
threat  for  its  problems.  At  the 
same  time  the  Clinton  Admin¬ 
istration  is  concerned  to  allay 
fears  at  home  that  it  is 
conceding  too  much  to  a 
former  enemy. 

In  committing  America  to 
Nato  expansion,  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  wall  face  tough  battles 
in  the  Republican-controlled 
Congress.  American  partici¬ 
pation  in  an  enlarged  North 
Atlantic  alliance  would  need 
approval  by  two  thirds  of  the 
Senate. 


OJ  rules  out 
offer  over 
confession 

By  Giles  Whitteix 

OJ.  SIMPSON  has  declined 
an  offer  by  Fred  Goldman  to 
drop  a  daim  to  $21  million 
(£12.8  million)  in  damages  m 
return  for  a  confession  by  Mr 
Simpson  to  the  killings  of 
Ronald  Goldman  and  Nicole 
Brown.  “No  matter  how  much 
money  I  am  offered  I  would 
never  confess  to  a  crime  which 
l  did  not  commit"  the  former 
football  star  said  through  his 
lawyer. 

Mr  Goldman  had  said  he 
would  forget  his  share  of  the 
$335  million  in  damages 
awarded  against  Mr  Simpson 
“if  be  wanted  to  sign  a 
confession  with  all  the  details 
of  his  crime,  and  broadcast  it 
all  over  the  country".  The 
Goldman  family  lawyer,  Dan¬ 
iel  PetrocelJj,  backed  the  offer 
despite  having  taken  the  case 
on  a  contingency  basis. 

The  rejection  of  a  cash-for- 
confession  deal  was  widely 
anticipated  since  ft  would 
have  left  Mr  Simpson,  who 
has  always  denied  carrying 
out  the  murders,  vulnerable  to 
perjury  charges.  It  sets  the 
stage  for  a  protracted  court 
battle  by  the  victims'  families 
to  seize  Mr  Simpson’s  assets. 
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The  declining  state  of  the  Union 


STEPH06 


Once  a  fonnn  : 
for  serious  debate. 


Union  now 


■.-<j 


cheap  publicity 


Michael  Gove 


Only  last  night,  die 
Oxford  Union  was 
spared  from  its  lat¬ 
est  occasion  of 
shame  when  Martdy  All  wood 
withdrew  from  a  debate  on 
abortion.  Speakers  including 
Ann  Ctwyri.  MP.  and  the 
columnist  Mary  Kenny  were 
apparently  reluctant  to  share  a 
platform  with  the  woman  who 
had  turned  the  miracle  of  life 
into  a  media  franchise. 

ft  is  no  longer  a  surprise  to 
see  the  Oxford  Union  invite 
individuals  to  speak  who  are 
famous  only  for  being  infa¬ 
mous.  The  chair,  once  graced 
by  Asquith,  has  now  been 
occupied  by  a  succession  of 
students  who  have  mortgaged 
the  society's  reputation  by 
receiving  a  sex  therapist  a 
wife-beater  and  killer. 

Jane  Collins’s  talk  on  ‘’Stim¬ 
ulating  women:  What  exactly 
do  women  want  from  sex?" 
might  be  appropriate  on  a 
Marie-Claire  cover  but  should 
it  have  been  delivered  in  the 
William  Morris  splendour  of 
the  Union’s  Old  library?  The 
Union  has  played  host  to 
courtroom  performers,  but 
should  the  place  at  die  dis¬ 
patch  box  once  taken  by  F.E. 
Smith  be  occupied  by  OJ. 
Simpson?  Even  the  “interroga¬ 
tion"  of  Kermit  the  Frog  would 
have  been  a  weak  joke  in  a 
kindergarten.  It  was  a  blot  on 
the  term  of  an  otherwise 
outstanding  president 
Presidents  increasingly  in¬ 
vite  guests  to  hawk  their  wares 
in  a  format  that  owes  more  to 
the  traditions  erf  television  light 
entertainment  than  an  ancient 
university.  When  Simpson 


came  to  the  Union,  h  was  an 
exercise  in  rehabilitation,  not 
cross-examination.  He  presid¬ 
ed  over  a  glorified  press  con¬ 
ference  instead  of  bang  tested 
in  debate.  Hfe  itinerary  bore 
Max  Clifford’s  sticky  finger¬ 
prints.  The  press  agent  is  not 
quite  the  Mephistopheles  he  is 
painted.  His  trade  has  its  place 
—  in  the  twilit  alleys  off  Fleet 
Street.  But  he  should  not  be 
the  puppet-master  of  Oxford 
Union  presidents. 


Simpson:  rehabilitation 

Of  course,  those  elected  to 
office  in  the  Oxford  Union  are 
only  students.  They  can  be 
forgiven  if  their  view  of  wise 
conduct  is  occasionally  eclip¬ 
sed  by  Hollywood  glamour. 
But.  judged  against  their  pre¬ 
decessors,  even  the  most  indul¬ 
gent  must  acknowledge  recent 
officers  are  satyrs  nett  to 
“Hyperions.  The  Union,  has 
earned  itself  poor  notices  in 
the  past,  but  criticism  has 
come  from  sources  who  recog¬ 
nised  the  importance  of  the 


institution  and  regretted  the 
results  of  debates  which  they 
believed  to  be  barometers  of 
Young  England's  mood.  The 
most  notorious  moment  in  die 
society’s  history  was  the  1933 
“King  and  Country”  debate 
when  a  majority  of  members 
voted  against  fighting  for  the 
monarch  and  his  realm.  The 
.expression  of  undergraduate 
pacifism  is  supposed  to  have 
emboldened  Hitler  to  go  to 
war,  confident  that  effete  Brit¬ 
ish  youth  would  not  resist  him. 

In  die  Sixties  the  society 
once  again  found  the  radical¬ 
ism  of  its  members,  who 
opposed  the  Vietnam  War, 
attracting  notice.  Harold  Wil¬ 
son  sent  die  Foreign  Secretary. 
Michael  Stewart,  to  the  Union 
to  defend  American  actions. 
His  hostile  reception  under¬ 
lined  die  opposition  to  die  war 
of  intelligent  youth.  Even  in 
the  Eighties,  the  birth  of  the 
SDP  was  only  pronounced  a 
success  after  the  Union  had 
given  its  blessing,  even  though 
William  Hague,  the  then  ris¬ 
ing  star,  accurately  predicted 
-  that  the  party  would  become 
“tiie  heterosexual  wing  of  the 
liberal  Party". 

The  Union's  influence  on 
politics  has  been  built  on  a 
solid  tradition  of  taking  debate 
seriously.  The  society  was 
founded  in  1823  and  attracted 
the  young  Gladstone  to  its  first 
meetings.  It  witnessed  the  first 
steps  to  greatness  of  Lords 
Curzon  and  Birkenhead,  Roy 
Jenkins.  Edward  Heath.  Wil¬ 
liam  Rees-Mogg.  Anthony 
Howard,  Jeremy  Isaacs.  Tariq 
Ali,  Benazir  Bhutto  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague.  From  the  daret- 


The  appearance  of  Kennit  fee  Frog  would  have  been  “a  weak  joke  in  a  kindergarten.  It  was  a  blot  on  fee  term  of  an  otherwise  outstanding  president” 


fuelled  fluency  of  Asquith  in 
the  1870s  to  Hague's  Tetley- 
driven  tirades  in  the  Eighties, 
certain  ■  traditions  survived. 
Debates  at  the  Union  were  not 
student  shouting-matches  but 
dignified  jousts  conducted  in 
accordance  with  practices 
which  encouraged  undergrad¬ 
uates  to  raise  their  game  to  the 
levd  of  past  masters. 

The  V man's  pre-eminence 
over  its  older  sister  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  was  in  part  due  to  the 
less  formal  and  serious  nature 
of  five  Cambridge  Union.  For 
most  of  its  history  it  has  been 
overshadowed  by  Oxford,  a 
provincial  council  chamber 
next  to  a  surrogate  Westmin¬ 
ster. 


The  Union,  however,  did 
have  a  place  for  levity.  The 
final  debates  of  most  terras 
and  the  fifth  week  of  the 
summer  term  were  given  over 
to  frivolous  motions,  some 
funny.  And  the'ed- 
5,  once  transformed  into  a 
nightclub  by  the  then  presi¬ 
dent,  Michael  Hesdtine,  pro¬ 
vided  a  stage  where 
comedians  such  as  Armando 
lannucci,  Stewart  Lee  and 
Richard  Herring  were  first 
dazzled  by  the  footlights.  But 
our  main  intent  then  was 
serious.  We  believed  in  the 
importance  of  being  earnest, 
even  if  the  results  were  some¬ 
times  comic. 

My  own  record  as  president 


hardly  stands  comparison 
with  my  distinguished  prede¬ 
cessors.  I  presided  over  more 
than  my  fair  share  of  catastro¬ 
phes  but  at  least  we  tried  to 
make  debating  the  society’s 
heart  and  soul.  An  audience  of 
over  a  thousand  came  to  hear 
Matthew  Parris  and  Duncan 
Campbell  debate  homosexual 
law  reform  with  Tbry  back¬ 
benchers,  and  hundreds  came 
to  see  Malcolm  Rifitind  take 
on  Donald  Dewar  on  the 
future 'of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Of  course  some  of  rqy  ac¬ 
tions  were  actuated  by  anibi- 
tion.  As  an  aspirant  hack,  i 
chose  to  speak  in  debates  with 
broadcasters  and  backbench¬ 
ers,  indeed  organised  one  on 


the  future  qf  the  media  with 
Alan  Yentob  and  PfeterJay,  but 
in  the  Eighties,  ambition  was 
channelled  into  debating  with 
heavyweights  irr  the  chamber, 
not  schmoozing  with  Mr  Clif¬ 
ford  at  the  bar.  . 

Presidents  may  believe  ce¬ 
lebrities  attract  members  but 
in  1987  undergraduates  joined 
in  their  hundreds  to  hear 
Laurent  Eabius  and  Michael 
Hesdtine  discuss  fee  future  of 
the  West.  Now  the  Union,  has 
Geoffrey  Boycott  to  discuss 
defensive  strategy.  The '■com¬ 
mercial  coursedoes  nbtW6n 
seem  to  be  a  success  in  iS«#h 
terms.  Theorist  of  'meeting the 
“expenses"  of  visits  by  Diego 
Maradona  and  Simpson  saw 


the  society  lurch  into  deficit 
Whatever  new  subscriptions 
were  secured  by  fee  CTist 
celebs  seem  to  have  been  out¬ 
weighed  by  fee  associated 
costs.  The  Cambridge  Union, 
which  is  financially  flush,  has 
seen  no  need  to  take  the  low 
read  and  flourishes  with  a 
programme  of  serious  debate 
of  fee  sort  Oxford  used  to 
concentrate  on. 

Of  course,  the  Oxford  Union 
still  attracts  serious  speakers 
bbt  it  :Jfrs  been  living  off  a 
iinheritanee.  The 
capital’1  taiflt '  up 
over  ,  generations  has  been 
Squandered'  for1  cheap  public*-' 
\y. :  This  House  should  put 
itself  in  order.  ' 


Thought  for  the  day 
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Tall  tales  aren’t  just  for  small  minds 


CAPRICORN  ONE  is  one  of 
those  grainy  American  films 
that  makes  ideal  viewing  dur¬ 
ing  fee  early,  and  often  hazy 
hours  erf  Saturday  morning. 
Part  sd-fi,  part  thriller,  part 
adventure  movie,  the  1978  film 
centres  on  how  fee  first 
manned  flight  to  Mars  is  a 
government  hoax  to  impress 
the  American  public.  And  fee 
1970s  hairstyles,  fashions  and 
dialogue  heap  hilarity  on  an 
already  ridiculous  plot. 

Startlingly,  there  are  some 
people  who  believe  that  man 
never  set  foot  on  tire  Moon. 
But  far  from  being  dribbling 
fools,  these  unbelievers  are 
young  professionals  and  they 
are  featured  in  a  documentary 
to  be  shown  on  Channel  4  (For 
The  Love  Of  ....  midnight, 
February  24). 

The  cult  of  believing  in  dafr 
things  seems  to  be  experienc¬ 
ing  a  dramatic  revival.  The 
resurgence  storied  with  the  X- 
Files,  which  tapped  deep  into 
the  human  psyche.  It  spawned 
many  imitations,  including 
the  dreadful  Out  Of  This 
World,  which  claimed  to  in¬ 
vestigate  paranormal  phe¬ 
nomena  through  scientific 
means.  It  may  have  been 
laughable,  but  the  series  Sim¬ 
ply  served  to  expose  fee  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  believe  in 
the  most  irrational  things. 
Haunted  houses,  ooind- 


The  belief  in  daft  things  is  undergoing, 
a  revival,  reports  Anjana  Ahuja 


dences,  telepathic  pets,  sponta¬ 
neous  human  combustion  — 
no  subject  was  too  dodgy. 
Now  we  have  Fortean  TV  and 
Bizarre,  a  new  men’s  maga¬ 
zine  incorporating  a  world 
map  of  UFO  sightings. 

It  was.  and  is,  all  cud  hat  In 
the  early  198Qs  I  subscribed  to 
The  Unexplained,  a  weekly 
magazine  about  strange  phe¬ 
nomena.  Its  contents  were  a 
crank’s  delight  —  fairies,  pol¬ 
tergeists.  vampires,  water  that 
flowed  uphill,  alien  abduction, 
clouds  that  resemble  Jesus, 
and,  again,  spontaneous  hu¬ 
man  combustion.  Now  a  simi¬ 
lar  magazine  series  is  being 
advertised.  It  is  going  to  sell 
because  there  are  more  people 
than  ever  who  are  convinced 
that  The  Truth  Is  Out  There.  ' 

I  HAVE  also  measured  the 
rise  in  interest  in  inexplicable 
phenomena  by  fee  mailbag 
for  The  Times’s  science  page. 
A  reader  recently  wrote  to  teli 
me  about  fee  Philadelphia 
Experiment,  which  was  also 
fee  subject  of  a  film.  The 
Americans,  it  was  said,  had 
been  oqperimenting  wife  elec¬ 
tromagnetic  Odds  to  make 
things  disappear.  They  had. 


we  were  told,  made  a  battle¬ 
ship  vanish,  but  something 
had  gone  wrong  when  they 
tried  to  make  the  ship  rea] 
pear,  it  eventually  came  ba< 


but  fee  seamen  went  mad  and 
apparitions  of  fee  ship  kept 
cropping  up.  The  letter  raised 
a  smile  because  T  had  read 
about  the  episode  in.  my  youn¬ 
ger  days.  .1  noted  his  com¬ 
ments.  and  added  it  to  a  pile  of 
letters  about'  ghosts,  alien 
abductions,  spontaneous  hu¬ 
man  combustion ..  1 
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It  is  St  Valentine's  Day, 
when  the  papers  are  full 
of  soppy  Bunnikinc 

stuff,  it  is  also  National 
Marriage  Week.  Liam  and 
Ffctsy  dithered  in  St  John’s 
Wood,  while  the  Bishop  of 
Hull  sensibly  suggested  tax 
incentives  to  many.  The  think- 
tank  Demos  proposed  that 
people  write  their  own  short¬ 
term  marriage  contracts.  At 
last  our  obsession  with  divorce 
—  there  is,  as  yet,  no  National 
Divorce  Week  —  is  switching 
to  marriage.  ^Marriage  prepa¬ 
ration,"  Lord  Madcay  of 
Clashfem,  the  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  said  on  Tuesday,  "could  be 
the  most  effective  means  of 
preventing  problems." 

This  is  music  to  the  ears  of 
F^nny  Mansfield,  director  of 
One  Plus  One,  founded  in  1971 
as  the  Marriage  Research 
Centre,  brainchild  of  the  vis¬ 
ionary  Dr  Jack  Dominian. 
One  Plus  One  believes  that 
instead  of  ineffectual  marriage 
counselling — when  people  are 
banging  on  the  door  to  get  out 
—  we  should  support  mar¬ 
riage  before  it  starts  to  go 
wrong-  But  how?  The  idea  a! 
first  seemed  mad,,  but  the 
wisdom  of  it  is  now  dawning. 
Marriage  breakdown  is  ex¬ 
pensive,  socially  disruptive; 
emotionally  damaging  And 
One  Hus  One  is  launching  its 
programme  of  American-style 
training  for  '  marriage  this 
week. 

Ms  Mansfield  is  45,  con¬ 
vent-educated.  married  for  20 
years  to  Richard  Dowden  (a 
former  Editor  of  The  Catholic 
Herald,  now  writing  for  The 
Economist  about  Africa), 
whom  she  met  when  die 
interviewed  him  about  the 
embourgeoisement  of  Irish 
Catholic  immigrants.  They 
live  in  an  enormous  house  in 
Highbury  with  two  teenage 
daughters.  It  all  lodes  wonder¬ 
fully  blessed.  But  she  at  once 
says  that  marriage  is  not  easy. 

Mr  Dowden  is  often  away. 
"And  places  like  Rwanda  and 
Zaire  take  a  kit  of  coming  back 
from."  It  brings  all  sorts  of 
strains.  How  to  maintain  his 
involvement  with  the  trivia  of 
the  children's  lives?  Apparent¬ 
ly  the  fax  machine  is  their 
salvation.  “Modem  technol¬ 
ogy  can  support  the  fabric  of 
family  life." 

We  sat  and  talked  of  mar¬ 
riage  while  Mr  Dowden  su¬ 
pervised  mock  GCSE  revision 
upstairs-  Ms  Mansfield,  a 
graduate  in  human  sciences, 
finds  her  work  perennially 
riveting. 
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Ten  years  ago  she  inter¬ 
viewed  75  newlywed  couples. 
Now  she  has  followed  them 
up.  A  few  have  spfit  up;  but 
she  says  it  is  far  more  reveal¬ 
ing  to  study  those  who  stay 
together  and  how. 

"You  might  think  the  intact 
marriage  is  the  one  where 
nothing  happens.  On  the  con¬ 
trary-man  intact  marriage, 
lots  of  things  are  going  on. 
Remember  in  Lampedusa's 
The  Leopard:  Things  have  got 
to  change  to  stay  the  same.’ 
That's  what  happens  in  a 
marriage  that  works." 

As  Enid  Bagaold  .  once 
wrote,  anyone  can  - 
part  lasting  is  the 
difficulty,  and  the  Abi 
beauty,  of  mar¬ 
riage:  “the  candlelit 
battleground,  the 
truces,  the  fun,  the  pytv1 
love;  the  rage." 

"It'S  not  about  ««« 
who  does  the  wash-  oUC 
mg  up."  Ms  Mans-  jjc 
field  says.  "Jt*s  CllSn 
much  deeper  than 
that.  Things  Gaitl 
change  over  the 
years.  Having  dif-  " 
ferent  circles  of  friends.  Hav¬ 
ing  children,  which  brings 
enormous  changes.  Who  has 
more  freedom,  twin’s  left  in  the 
house?  Then  children  grow 
up,  and  divide  and  rule  their 
parents-”  Tolstoy  got  it  wrong, 
when  he  said  "All  happy 
families  resemble  one 
another",  Ms  Mansfield  says. 
Tt  is  happy  couples  who  are  as 
different  as  could  be.  No  two 
are  the  same. 

"But  what  distinguishes 
marriage  is  the  expectation  of 
permanence  —  and  you  cant 
expect  something  permanent 
to  stay  the  same,  on  a  plateau 
of  perfection.  The  marriages 
that  survive  find  a  way  of 
making  sense  of  the  less  than 
perfect  periods.  The  anchor  is 
the  partnership." 


A  break¬ 
down  is 
expensive, 
socially 
disruptive, 
damaging 


Penny  . 
Mansfield,  the 
director  of  One 
Plus  One, 
believes  the 
antidote  to  a 
rising  divorce, 
rate  could  be 
pre-marriage 
training 

Maty  women,  she  says,  rite 
overcoming  an  adversity  as  a 
proof  of  their  commitment. 
They  say.  “We  went  through 
all  that  and  weYe  still  here,  so 
we  must  be  all  right"  They 
could  have  walked  out  but  did 
not  "Better  the  devil  you 
know,"  they  shrug.  "We  have 
things  in  common.  And  Child- 
Ten.  We've  built  a  life 
together." 

“We  think  of  the  perfect 
marriage  as  a  caring,  sharing, 
all-revealing  relationship.  But 
women  often  settle  for  less. 
They  say:  T  kncrw  heH  never 
understand  me  really.  But  he’s 
a  nice  bloke.  And 
_  _  he  wouldn’t  be  able 
to  cope  without 
me.’  And  that 
n  ic  seems  to  be 
11 15  •  enough." 

She  approves  of 

LiYLVG,  Demos's  proposals 
allxr  f°r  flexible  con- 
^  tracts  for  childless 
'  rouPles  because  it 
Alvc,  underlines  the  so- 

•  dal  value  of  mar- 
ging  riage.  making  a 
_____  private  rdation- 

•  ship  a  -public  con¬ 
tract  "To  people  who  say, 
whars  tiie  point,  why  does  it 
matter?,  the  answer  is,  it 
matters  because  rituals  help 
people  to  express  things  im¬ 
portant  to  them.  Most  of  us 
need  some  way  of  marking 
boundaries,  of  saying  T  am 
throwing  in  my  lot  with  this 
person,  and  I  want  to  make  it 
work’.  And  when  it  works,  it 
works  because  you  can  trust 
the  other  person,  and  rely  on 
them.  You  think;  we’re  on  the 
same  ride. 

"Marriage  is  important  to 
the  health  of  society.  People 
look  after  each  other,  which 
saves  society  an  awful  lot  of 
money.  Its  one  reason  why  the 
Government  now  realises  that 
supporting  marriage  is  in 
everybody’s  interest" 


The  training  for  marriage — 
it  is  called  PREP  and  comes 
from  the  University  of  Denver, 
where  research  already  shows 
that  propped  couples  are  less 
likely  to  part  —  teadies  people 
to  argue,  negotiate  and  listen. 
How  not  to  walk  out  of  a  room, 
or  hurl  painful  putdowns.  or 
let  rows  escalate  into  fights. 

“We  have  a  video  shouting  a 
wife  talking  at  her  husband, 
while  he  withdraws  further 
away,  feeling  engulfed  by  ibis 
woman-The  essential  thing  is 
hot  to  end  by  hitting  each 
other.  Domestic  violence  hap¬ 
pens  because  women  are  ex¬ 
tremely  verbal,  and  men  lash 
out  because  they  can’t  get  their 
point  across  In  any  other  way. 


“  f  ■*  T  he  modem  predica- 
I  raent,"  she  says,  “is 

'  ■  dial  people  can't  fall 

-R.  back  on  those  old 
roles  of  mother  and  father, 
husband  and  wife,  because 
they  are  both  involved  in 
everything:  there  are  so  many 
demands  on  (hem,  and  so  little 
time,  and  never  enough 
money:  they  are  bound  to 
argue  more,  and  the  couples 
who  do  best  are  those  who  can 
argue  without  ending  up  say¬ 
ing  T  don’t  know  why  I  ever 
married  you’." 

Ms  Mansfield  often  visits 
schools:  last  week  she  ad¬ 
dressed  the  sixth-form  at  Har¬ 
row  and  told  them  every 
marriage  is  a  mixed  marriage 
because  "it’s  a  man  and  a 
woman  —  two  foreign  cultures 
which  have  to  be  resolved" 
“They  asked  me,  can  you  fall 
out  of  love?  And  I  explained 
the  difference  between  falling 
in  love  and  loving.  Falling  in 
love  is  wonderful,  but  bound 
to  result  in  change  —  which 
may  be  just  moving  into  this 
loving  state,  when  the  loved 
one  comes  off  the  pedestal” 
Marriages  in  this  loving 
state  are  like  friendship:  they 
hardly  need  “skills”  They 
flourish  as  effortlessly  as 
breathing,  there  is  no  “malting 
it  work".  This  week,  an  NOP 
survey  found  that  what  people 
want  most  from  marriage  is 
“friendship  or  tnmpani on- 
ship".  Which  shows  how  far 
marriage  has  changed  since 
1955,  when  a  survey  found  the 
most  important  thing  in  mar¬ 
riage  was  "fulfilling  the  roles 
of  breadwinner  and  home¬ 
maker".  Perhaps  the  most 
timeless  guideline  is  the  Vic¬ 
torian  manual  Happy  Homes 
and  How  to  Make  Them.  The 
first  of  its  15  rules  was:  “Do  not 
expect  too  much." 


Penny  Mansfield  says:  “Marriage  is  important  to  the  health  of  society.  People  look  after  each  other” 


Pulling  a  new  trick  out  of  the  hat 


John  Lenahan  has  a  little 
rule  he  never  less  anyone 
take  his  photograph 
Holding  a  deck  of  cards.  It 
nay  be  superstition,  it  may  be 
i  fear  of  coming  across  like  a 
tick-a-card-any-card  fair- 
mound  card  sharp  with  no 
wither  strings  to  his  bow.  Bat 
le  breaks  it  occasionally. 
Secause  that  is  what  people 
lo  with  rules. 

The  Magic  Circle  has  a  little 
-ule.  too,  about  members  not 
irvulging  the  secrets  of  their 


John  Lenahan  may  have  played  his  cards  right  after 
all.  His  expulsion  from  the  Magic  Circle  has  ensured 
maximum  publicity  for  his  TV  show,  says  Giles  Coren 


trade.  But  John  Lenahan 
broke  that  too.  It  was  on  art 
edition  of  How  Do  They  Do 
That?  in  1994  that  he  revealed 
the  mysteries  of  the  three-card 
monte,  a  trick  used  by  teamen 
to  separate  gidfible  fools  from 
their  savings.  A  beautiful  al¬ 


truistic  gesture,  you  might 
dunk,  but  the  revered  drde 
did  not  see  it  that  way. 
Lenahan  was  booted  out  the 
first  magician  to  be  expelled 
since  1909  (when  die  Circle’s 
founder  and  first  president 
was  evicted  for  a  similar 
transgression). 

They  got  me  on  a  bom 
rap."  Lenahan  seethes.  “I  ar¬ 
gued  that  I  was  just  showing 
people  how  not  to  get  conned, 
that  it  wasn't  a  bona  fide 
magic  trick.  But  they  weren’t 
Interested  in  debate.” 

Lenahan.'  an  American, 
learnt  magic  as  an  adult  and 
only  took  a  crack  at  it  profes¬ 
sionally  because  his  juggling 
wasn’t  up  to  scratch.  He 
settled  in  London  in  the  1960s. 
Hehasa  well  developed  sense 
of  the  absurd,  which  makes  it 
hard  to  tell  whether  he  takes 
the  Magic  Circle  seriously.  He 


had  not  been  a  member  long 
when  they  ejected  him.  “1  had 
refused  to  join  for  years 
because  they  didn't  allow 
women  in.  and  when  they 
changed  that  rule.  I  was  one 
of  the  first  to  join.  But  I  was 
pretty  outspoken  about  their 
sexist  policies,  so  I  guess  they 
were  looking  for  a  good 
reason  to  diode  me  001“ 


And  is  it  likely  to  be  a 
permanent  exdusion? 
"Ob  yes.  I’m  outta 
there  for  ever,  or  at  least  until 
Berglass  [the  president]  dies." 
But  the  effects  of  Lena  ban’s 
ejection  have  not  been  entirely 
negative.  He  got  a  better  share 
of  the  headlines  than  he  might 
have,  say,  extracting  a  rabbit 
from  a  hat  on  primetime 
television,  and  now  be  has  his 
own  comedy  magic  series, 
Stuff  The  White  Rabbit. 


“I  just  took  out  an  ad  on  the 
bade  page  of  the  Stage,"  he 
chuckles.  Tt  was  a  big  picture 
of  me  and  it  said:  4A  message 
to  the  council  of  the  Magic 
Circle  from  John  Lenahan, 
host  of  the  BBC’s  new  magic 
show:  Nyahh.  Nyahh,  Nyahh, 
Nyahh,  Nyhaah’." 

A  cynic  might  suggest  that 
be  knew  what  would  happen 
when  he  revealed  his  secret, 
that  it  was  a  highly  cunoing 
PR  stunt.  “Not  at  aff”  he  says. 
“I’m  not  saying  that  being 
thrown  out  of  the  Magic 
Circle  wasn’t  professionally 
one  of  the  best  things  that  has 
ever  happened  to  me.  But  it 
wasn’t  planned. 

“The  Magic  Circle  is  a  trig 
group  of  amateurs  —  it’s  a 
bunch  of  guys  who  just  sit 
around  and  do  card  tricks. 
Being  thrown  out  of  die  AA  is 
worse  —  at  least  it  helps  you 
out  once  in  a  while" 

Does  he  want  to  be  invited 
back?  "I  want  them  to  state 
that  what  they  did  was  wrong. 
And  that  won’t  happen." 

•  Stuff  The  White  Rabbit  is  on 
BBC2  tonight  at  midnight. 
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Philip  Howard 


■  Journalists  like  a 
good  howler  to  get  their 
teeth  into 


By  extension.  Dram  la  might  be  consid¬ 
ered  Draconian.  For  Dracula  lived  on 
after  his  death  by  sucking  the  blood  of 
virgins.  He  preferred  ms  virgins  to  be  living 
ones.  Whereas  Draco  made  almost  every 
violation  of  his  laws  a  capital  offence. 
Contemporaries  in  7th-century  Athens  com¬ 
plained  that  his  penal  code  was  ‘‘written  in 
blood”.  So  Draco  set  a  precedent  for  modem 
Home  Secretaries  and  their  Shadows  suck¬ 
ing  up  to  the  Daily  Moil  law-and-order  vote. 
Under  his  system,  being  tough  on  crime  and 
tough  on  the  causes  of  crime  salt  offenders 
for  the  high  jump  —  literally.  Those  banged 
up  in  British  jails  might  consider  Draco's 
death  penalty  without  the  option  a  less  cruel 
and  unnatural  punishment  than  continual 
visits  from  Ann  Widdecombe,  the  Minister 
for  Prisons,  on  her  vampirish  hobby. 

However,  not  even  the  lowest-life  Athe¬ 
nian  accused  Draco  of  literally  sucking  up 
blood,  without  some  risk  of  metaphorical 
inexactitude.  So  when  Nigel  de  Gruchy.  the 
general  secretary  of  the  most  truculent 
teachers'  union,  said  that  to  call  the 
Government^  latest  education  fiddles  Dra¬ 
conian  was  an  insult  to  Dracula,  there  were 
hoots  and  shrieks.  Sub-editors  showed  their 
usually  hidden  hands  on  the  front  pages  for 
once  by  the  sharp  insertion  of  “lac]”  after 
Dracula.  This  was  a  classic  example  of  the 
Schadenfreude  we  take  from  other  men's 
gaffes,  or  what  the  Americans  call  flubs. 
Teachers  collect  such  classroom  howlers. 
Even  in  1840,  Macaulay  may  have  been 
showing  off  his  capacious  memory  when  he 
wrote:  “Every  schoolboy  knows  who  impris¬ 
oned  Montezuma  and  who  strangled  Ata- 
huaipa.”  Today  not  marry  pupils  or  their 
teachers  or  teachers'  representatives  are  up 
to  speed  on  Draco. 

But  Dracula  has  become  a  legend  in  his 
after-lifetime.  The  vampire  has  become  a 
necessary  myth,  and  Wood  sucker  is  a 
contemporary  metaphor.  Dracula  is  almost 
as  popular  a  subject  for  films  as  Robin  Hood. 
And  the  cinema  has  created  a  vast  subcul¬ 
ture,  and  shifted  the  Dracula  mythology  a 
long  way  from  its  origin.  The  films  work  by 
sensational  and  shocking  images:  thunder 
and  lightning  shake  the  cardboard  Carpathi¬ 
ans.  sinister  shadows  descend  the  staircase, 
moonlight  glitters  on  the  curiously  elongated 
cuspids  of  Peter  Cushing  or  Bela  Lugosi  But 
Bram  Stoker's  original  Dracula  worked  try 


lowly  building  suspense. 

Wilkie  Collins  created  the  sensation  novel 


with  The  Woman  in  White  and  The  Moon¬ 
stone.  By  attributing  various  strands  of  the 
narrative  to  various  narrators,  he  created  a 
psychological  mystery.  Stoker  used  the  same 
trick  to  heighten  a  fearful  ignorance.  Drac- 
ula  incorporates  telegrams,  extracts  from 
letters  and  diaries,  the  use  of  broken  English 
and  transliterated  shorthand  to  build  a 
crumbling  Gothic  tower  of  terror.  And  it 
leads  up  to  the  dulling  dimax:  “Take  the 
papers  that  are  with  this,  die  diaries  of  Hark- 
er  and  the  rest,  and  read  them,  and  then  find 
the  great  Un-Dead,  and  cut  off  his  head  and 
bum  his  heart  or  drive  a  stake  through  it.  so 
that  the  world  may  rest  from  him.” 

The  world  will  never  rest  from  Dracula, 
though  most  of  us  would  be  pushed  to  name 
more  than  a  handful  of  virgins  who  have 
recently  been  troubled  with  nocturnal  visits 
by  the  thirsty  dead.  But  Dracula  combines 
the  irresistible  themes  of  violent  eroticism, 
vicarious  terror  and  blood.  The  blood-red 
tears  on  those  demon-eyes  election  advertise¬ 
ments  drip  directly  down  from  Vlad  the 
im paler  and  his  haunts  deep,  in  the 
Carpathian  Mountains  of  the  mind. 

And  Nigel  de  Gruchy 's  schoolboy  howler 
adds  to  the  stock  of  what  the  current  film 
Ridicule  calls  English  “hioumah”.  The  film 
explores  the  malicious  oneupmanship  of 
aristo  whs  at  the  court  of  Louis  XVI,  as  it 
gave  tied  towards  the  precipice.  A  fall  at  that 
dance  of  wiis  was  a  mortal  loss  of  fare. 
Banana-skin  tripping  up  the  pompous  in  silk 
hats  is  an  old  English  joke.  So  it  is  sport  to 
see  the  grouchy  teachers’  rep  hoist  in  his  own 
backyard.  And  those  of  us  who  scribble  in 
the  public  arena  of  wit  and  humiliation 
thank  our  lucky  stars  that  it  was  not  us.  And 
hope  for  mercy  next  time  we  commit  Dead 
Sea  Squirrels  or  write  a  headline  such  as: 
“Scotland  Yard  squad  helps  dog  bite  victim." 
As  the  old  Greek  legislator  might  have  put  it. 
Errare  est  humamtm. 
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The  future,  as  someone  once 
said,  arrives  on  little  cats*  feet 
Scrutinising  each  paw  mark, 
we  seldom  ask  where  the  cat  is 
going.  Eleven  months  after  the  Dun¬ 
blane  massacre,  the  Firearms  Bill  re¬ 
turns  to  tiie  Commons  next  week.  The 
reforms  took  a  battering  in  the  Lords. 
The  Commons  will  consider  their  ford- 
ships’  amendments;  they  will  consider 
afresh  the  Government's  case  for  extend¬ 
ing  prohibitions  on  gun-ownership;  they 
will  reconsider  an  opportunistic  Opposi¬ 
tion  case  for  pushing  them  a  little 
further. 

They  should  raise  their  eyes  from  the 
paw  marks.  The  case  MBs  should  con¬ 
sider  is  not  the  Tories’  proposals,  the 
Opposition's  objections,  or  the  Lords’ 
amendments.  It  is  the  case  for  a 
complete  ban  on  foe  home  ownership  of 
all  guns,  including  shotguns  —and  even 
rifles.  That  is  the  only  destination  of  the 
reformers’  argument,  the  only  ground 
on  which  its  logic  finds  any  final  rest 
This  is  no  place  to  scrutinise  the 
present  state  of  play,  which  can  be 
summarised  in  five  short  sentences.  The 
Government  proposed  to  outlaw  the  pri¬ 
vate  ownership  of  all  large  calibre 
handguns,  and  require  owners  of  small 
calibre  weapons  to  store  them  securely 
in  gun  dubs.  The  Opposition  would  out¬ 
law  the  private  ownership  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  too.  The  Lords  want  to  permit  the 
home  ownership  of  certain  specially 
disabled  handguns,  and  more  compen¬ 
sation  far  those  to  whom  the  changes 
bring  financial  loss. 

A  handgun  is  a  gun  which  can  be  fired 
with  one  hand.  But  why  only  guns  that 
can  be  fired  with  cme  hand? 

That  is  the  unarticulated  question,  the 
“hush,  Matilda."  question,  foe  "ask  that 
again  and  you’ll  get  a  dip  round  the  ear" 
question,  the  “sorry,  I  didn't  hear  that 
one;  next  question  please . . question: 
the  question  too  far. 

But  there  is  an  answer  to  it  No 
rational  grounds  exist  for  stopping  at 
handguns,  but  unless  you  draw  foe  line 
there,  you  meet  shotguns.  More  than 
half  the  guns  legally  owned  in  Britain 
are  shotguns.  Shotguns  are  the  weapons 
which  kill  most  of  those  who  die  by 
guns.  More  than  a  million  shotguns  are 
licensed,  to  some  650.000  people.  And 
those  are  just  the  legal  ones.  Stolen 
shotguns  are  the  sub-post  mistress's 
nightmare.  If  you  wants  shotgun,  rob  a 
farmer;  they  keep  them  behind  the  door. 

By  contrast,  the  Government’s  pro¬ 
posals  involve  less  than  a  fifth  of  all 


A  long  shot  at  gunmen 


I  have  no  view  on  shotguns  and  rifles, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  a  ban  will  come 


guns,  and  to  these  the  Opposition  would 
add  only  tiie  20  per  cent  of  handguns 
which  escape  foe  Bill's  prohibition. 
Nine-tenths  of  Britain  V  gun-owners  can 
live  with  current  Tory  or  Labour 
proposals. 

The  electoral  calculation  is  simple: 
“taking  action"  against  gun-ownership 
is  vaguely  popular  among  those  without 
guns,  but  intensely  unpopular  with  gun- 
owners.  You  imperil  their  support,  but 
you  will  win  only  limited  new  support 
from  the  rest  of  us.  So  if  your  proposed 
measure  is  to  bring  net  electoral  gain,  it 
is  vital  that  those  who  lose  from  tiie 
measure  are  vastly  outnumbered  by 

those  who  have  no  _ 

direct  interest 

Add  shotgun-owners  <"T|  -iT 
to  the  losers  and.  dose  (T  J\/l/ 
to  an  election,  you  may 
alienate  more  votes  CD 

than  you  gain.  Home  * 

possession  of  shotguns 

is  fiercely  defended  by - 

tiie  National  Farmers’ 

Union  and  tiie  Country  Landowners* 
Association;  half  a  million  votes  could  be 
lost  from  banning  shotguns.  And  a 
general  election  is  imminent  This  is  foe 
reason,  and  the  only  reason,  why.  for  the 
time  being,  politicians  are  not  talking 
about  shoqpms. 

Observe  their  embarrassment  when 
they  have  to.  In  reserving  any  proposi¬ 
tion  for  our  special  contempt,  it  is  always 
encouraging  to  find  Mr  Jack  Straw  sup¬ 
porting  it,  and  to  discover  what,  with  Mr 
Straw,  passes  for  an  argument  in  its 
favour.  Here  he  is,  explaining  why 
shotguns  should  not  be  banned:  ”1  do 
not  believe  that  shotguns  are  in  the  same 
category  as  handguns.  Shotguns  are  not 
maim  factored  to  loll  human  beings, 
although  I  know  that  they  can  do  so. 
Shotguns  are  used  for  what  I  regard  as 
legitimate  sports . . 

Shotguns.  Mr  Straw,  are  the  chosen 
weapon  for  about  half  tiie  gun-kfllings 
in  Britain.  "The  majority  of  unlawful 
killings  are  domestic  and  involve  the  use 
of  shotguns,"  said  tiie  Association  of 
Chief  Etolioe  Officers  in  December  last 
year.  In  Scotland  in  1993,  of  the  offences 
in  which  the  use  of  a  firearm  was  alle¬ 
ged,  268  involved  shotguns  or  rifles;  49 
involved  handguns.  Further,  most  of 


Harris 


those  who  shoot  themselves  choose  a 
shotgun. 

Here  (and  arguing  —  note  this  —  for 
gun-ownership)  is  Sir  David  Steel: 
“What  would  have  happened  if,  instead 
of  using  a  handgun,  Thomas  Hamilton 
had  sawn  off  both  barrels  of  a  shotgun, 
cut  down  the  butt,  concealed  it  about  his 
person  and  then  fired  it  on  foe  children? 
He  could  have  caused  just  about  the 
same  damage.  Would  the  House  now. 
solemnly  be  deciding  to  ban  the  ,  posses¬ 
sion  of  shotguns?*. 

Here  is  David  Mellon  “If  I  were  a 
licensed  shptgun.hokier,  1  would  pray  to 
every  god  that  I  recognised  that  that 

_  would  never  happen, 

j  because  if  it  did  the 

±j  L  ,  spotlight  might  shift.* 
itnfiW  Here  **  Eart  A***  ' 
ryiJS/vl/  n0  prohibitionist  him- 

,  _  ..  *  self:  .  .  But  if  Dun- 

Wane  had  been  perpe- 
•  mated  with  a  shotgun  I 

-  —  — —  am  sure  that  the  minis¬ 

ter  would  now  be  ex¬ 
plaining  how  dangerous  a  shotgun  was; 
that  it  was  used  to  kill  living  things 
while  a  handgun  was  only  used  for  tar¬ 
get  practice . . .  She  might  also  describe 
foe  power  and  the  size  of  a  shotgun1 
cartridge  compared  with  that  of  a 
handgun.  Shotguns  are  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous  weapons  and  it  is  pointless  to 
have  draconian  roles  for  firearms  while 
treating  shotguns  as  toys." 


massacre,  the  arguments  for  recreation 
will  be  worse  than  useless.  To  start 

shoofvfli  sound  like  an  ins^to^foe 
dead.  As  for  deer-culling  or  veterinary 
use,  neither  necessitates  bomeowner- 


Last  week  in  New  Zealand  a  man 
went  berserk  with  a  shotgun, 
attemped  to  kill  14  people,  shot 
dead  six  people  and  wounded 
the  rest  Sooner  or  later  New  Zealand 
will  come  to  Britain. 

There  exist,  of  course,  organisations  to 
fight  the  shotgun  and  rifle  owners'  cor¬ 
ner  when  the  parliamentary  battle  com¬ 
mences.  How  ready  are  these  with 
battery  of  fact  and  argument  they  need? 
Hopelessly  unprepared.  My  responses 
from  the  British  Field  Sports  Society,  the 
Country  Landowners’  Association  and 
the  farmers’  union  this  week  suggest  an 
army  that  will  be  routed  wthin  days. 

They  offer  two  arguments:  recreation 
and  hunting;  and  culling  and  pest 
control  It  takes  the  brains  of  a  gnat  to 
see  that  in  the  wake  of  some  ghastly 


The  fanners’  union  will  rely  on 
the  argument  for  pest  control.  This  is 
weaker  than  is  often  assumed.  The 
union  claims  that  about  95  per  cent 
of  formers  own  shotguns.  It  is  true 
that  many  do.  but  my  own  straw  poll  in 
Derbyshire  suggests  that  the  figure 
may  be  half  that,  and -that  even  those 
farmers  who  do  own  shotguns  though 
they  would  be  furious  to.  have  than 
confiscated  —  own  them  by  preference 
.and  habit  ratho-  than  necessity.  Most 
farmers  in  most  of  .the  woridthroaghcBJt 
mast  of  history  have  managed  without 
guns.  Farmer  Giles  may  blast  off  at 
rabbits,  crows  and  wood  pigeons  from 
time  to  time,  but  foe  shotgun  is  not  and 
could  not  be  the  rural  mainstay  for  am- 
trolling  these; 

The  Snowdrop  Campaign  is  boxing 
clever  on  shotguns.  The  last  thing  it 
wants  is  the  countryside  lobby  ranged 
against  the  faulted  reform  that  it,  for  the 
moment,  is  seeking.  Its  representatives 
insist  that  the  thought  of .  banning 
anything  more  than  handguns  has 
never  entered  their  heads.  It  will.' 

And  when  it  does,  count  me  out  of  tiie 
controversy,  because  the  battle  wiU  be . 
lost  almost  before  it  starts.  Wfthin  fear 
years,  fox-hunting  will  be  banned.  The 
home-ownership  of  shotguns  will  come 
next  Restricting  rifles  will  come  after 
that.  Please  do  not  write  to  me  with 
arguments  for  or  against  any  of  these.  I 
have  no  views  on  gun-ownership,  be¬ 
yond  the  suspicion  mat  the  only  people 
who  should  not  be  entrusted  with  a  gun 
are  those  who  really  want  one.  The 
purpose  of  this  article  has  not  been  .to 
advance  or  resist  change,  but  simply  to 
tell  you  where  foe  paw  marks  lead. 

•  Here,  finally,  is  Tony  Blair,  on  tiie 
firearms  BiZL  “Let  the  SO. per  cent 
solution  become  the  100  per  cent 
solution,  and  this  Parliament  will  have 
done  the  will  of  the  people.”  But  this  Bill 
is  not  the  SO  per  cent  solution.  It  is  the  9 
per  oem  solution.1  Mr  Blair’s  amen d- 
ment  is  not  the  100  per  cent  srfoitiorL  It  is 
the  11  per  cent  solution-  Shotgun  and 
rifle-owners  had  better  start  praying  to 
every  god  they  and  David  Meflor 
recognise.  The  will  of  the  people  is  a 
capricious  thing,  and  arrives  an  little 
cats’  feet. 


Just  murmur 


on  At  Fayed’s  struggling  maga¬ 
zine,  Punch:  “He's  doing  a  day  a 
week  far  the  People's  Trust,  the 
charily  Mohamed  is  involved  in." 


FURY  is  turning  to  contempt 
among  members  of  the  Tory 
backbenchers’  1922  Committee, 
who  haw  been  told  they  will  not  be 
permitted  to  ask  questions  of 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  when  he  comes  to 
address  them  next  week.  It  is  the 
first  time  anyone  can  remember 
such  drastic  measures  being  taken 
to  protect  a  minister  Iran  his 
own  side. 

The  guilty  party  is  the  commit¬ 
tee's  chairman,  Sir  Marcus  Fox. 
who  is  widely  felt  to  represent  foe 
Government  to  the  backbenchers 
rather  than  vice  versa. 

For  the  backbenchers,  most  of 
them  Eurosceptics  who  would  love 
to  sink  their  gnashers  into  Clarke, 
it  is  deeply  frustrating.  When 
Margaret  Thatcher  addressed  the 
committee,  no  one  dared  ask 
questions.  John  Major  answered, 
in  his  fashion,  and  it  has  always 
been  possible  for  MPS  at  least  to 
“make  points”  in  the  past 

With  on  election  due,  and  the 
Chancellor  bring  such  a  livewirc. 
Clarke  will  speak  for  half  an  hour 
and  then  leave.  “This  is  doubtless 
on  the  advice  of  Mawhinneyr 
says  one  MP  of  the  parry  chair¬ 
man  who  addressed  the  1992  the 
other  night.  “He  got  a  terrible 


mauling  and  probably  passed  the 
word  on  to  Clarke.” 

Sir  Marcus  Rax.  however,  says: 
"The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to 
hear  from  the  minister,  not  to 
question  him.”  Parry  democracy  at 
its  best. 


Island  canary 


•  Less  than  24  hours  after  l 
reported  the  resignation  of  John 
Dux.  managing  director  of 
Mohamed  AI  Fayed's  publishing 
outfit,  Andrew  Neil  had  his  feet 
under  the  desk.  /  am  assured, 
however,  that  Neil  has  no  designs 


mirr 

ROOM 


A  WARNING  for  those  taking  tea 
with  the  veteran  Turkish  Cypriot 
leader  Rauf  Denktas:  take  your 
earplugs.  Denktas's  pet  canary, 
the  world's  noisiest,  sits  in  on  all 
meetings. 

The  voluble  bird  makes  for  diffi¬ 
culties  with  tape-recorded  inter¬ 
views,  but  is  at  least  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  its  predecessor,  a  para¬ 
keet  which  Denktas  gave  foe  run 
of  his  spacious  office.  "It  would 
crawl  up  your  legs  and  chew  your 
notes.”  says  one  Western  envoy. 
"Most  disconcerting.  The  cheekier 
it  got,  the  broader  the  smile  on 
Denktass  face.” 


professional."  But  Kirker  is  un¬ 
moved:  “She  made  a  persona]  at¬ 
tack.  defamed  our  organisation 
and  was  personally  vitriolic.”  In 
the  tradition  of  agony  aunts,  how¬ 
ever,  Atkins  is  philosophical:  “I’m 
not  entirely  surprised  by  their  de¬ 
cision,"  she  whinnies. 


m,  i 


Pillar  &  posts 


was  out  to  lunch  yesterday  when  i 
called.  But  he  will  be  delighted  to 
learn  that  the  whispers  about  the 
message  centre  on  Kimberley  For¬ 
tier.  The  Spectators  head-turning 
publisher,  who  has  just  taken  up 
country  sports. 


Unhitched 


Sports  desk 


COULD  THE  heady  working  at¬ 
mosphere  at  The  Spectator  have 
given  rise  to  a  declaration  of  love? 
This  week,  the  magazine  carries  a 
St  Valentine’s  Day  message  which 
reads:  "Bruce.  There’s  more  to 
stalking  titan  deer.  An  admirer 
Bruce  Anderson,  the  magazine’s 
admirably  ftesnywaght  political 
editor,  who  regularly  heaves  him- 


DISHARMONY  has  hit  a  confer¬ 
ence  on  marriage  (his  weekend, 
after  one  guest  Speaker  flounced 
off  because  he  cannot  tolerate 
another.  Richard  Kirker  of  foe 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Christian  Move¬ 
ment  refuses  to  appear  on  the 
same  pfatform  as  Anne  Atkins,  ag¬ 
ony  aunt  at  The  Daily  Telegraph, 
who  critirised  gay  sex  on  Radio  4"5 
Thought  for  the  Day. 

Demos,  the  think-tank  organis¬ 
ing  the  conference,  is  appalled:  “I 
fee!  that  we  are  being  censored, 

«rTh%3J&MlE  ounJSSw«^Ma 


TEARS  fill  Smith  Square  with 
news  that  Alistair  Cooke,  far  20 
years  foe  intellectual  pillar  of  Con¬ 
servative  Central  Office.  ts  to  leave 
after  the  election.  A  busy, 
moustachioed  man  mixing  a  pa¬ 
rade-ground  bark  with  a  dubland 
languor,  he  leaves  his  various 
posts  as  director  of  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  Political  Centre,  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  research  department  and 
editin’  of  the  door-stopping  Cam¬ 
paign  Guide,  a  fall  election  sum¬ 
mary  of  Tory  policy,  positions. 

Haring  seen  the  ukes  of  Chris : 
Ratten.  Michael  PbrriUo  and  Alan 
Howarfo  pass  through  his  offices, 
he will  now  become  general  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Independent  Schools 
Joint  Council.  Renowned  for  fas 


Chelsea  has  a  harbour 


bers  of  staff,  he  says:  “I  think  l 
might  avoid  a  leaving  party.-  U 
might  give  too  many  people  the 
chance  for  revenge.” 


nlhly-clad  toast  of  her  father’s 
presidential  inaugural  cefefrra- 
tions.  Now  she  has  been  offend  a 
place  by  Harvard  University.  Miss 
Clinton,  however,  is  not  commit¬ 
ting  herself  just  yeL  Apparently 
she  would  prefer  to  go  to  Brown 
university,  a  smart  establishment 
up  in  Rhode  Island.  This  may  be 
because  her  father  has  his  eye  on  a 
Harvard  chair  when  he  learn  the 
White  House. 


Why  was 


so  cross? 


Deregulation  is 


irrelevant  says 

Tessa  Blackstone 


When  he  finally  leaves  the  polit¬ 
ical  stage,  Michael  Hesdrine 
may  be  missed  rather  more  by 


the  business  community  than  by  fas 
Tory  colleagues.  This  is  what  made  last 
monthls  outburst  at  foe  launch  of  a  re¬ 
port  by  some  distinguished  members  or 
the  community  so  surprising.  He  loudly 
condemned  Promoting  Prosperity  and 
its  authors,  foe  Commission  on  Pubb'c 
Policy  and  British  Business,  based  at  the 
Institute  for  Public  Fblky  Research.  In 
doing  so,  he  missed  a  golden  opportun¬ 
ity  to  claim  credit  for  .  scone  of  the 
improvements  in  foe  economy  which  the 
report  documents.  In  his  attack,  he  was 
a  tone  voice.  The  reports  analysis  and 
recommendations  have  been  widely 
acknowledged  in  the  press  as  significant 
contributions  to  a  reassessment  of. 
business  pdlicy.  •  - 

This  episodehas  taught  me  a  lot  about 
modern  preelection  politics  and  the 
difficulties  of  having  a  genuine  debate 
about  policy  in  this  country.  Hesritihe's 
scornful  speech  and  furious  comments 
to  foe  press  afterwards  went  beyond  the 
bounds  of  rational,  perhaps  even  sane, 
political  behaviour.  He  dearly  believed 
that  his  friends  and  contacts  at  foe 
higher  levels  of  industry  should  not  even 
be  seen  talking  to  Tony  Blair.-  let  alone 
sharing  a  platform  with  him  or  produc¬ 
ing  a  report  endrmdng  some  erf  Labour's 
commitments.  And  yet  Mr  Heselttne*s 
.greatest  legacy  will  be  one  word  that 
explains  why  so  many  business  people 
admire  biiw  competitiveness.  ■ 

Having  been  at  foe  launch  and  talked 
to  foe  authors.  I  know  that  they  were 
particularly  galled  by  Mr  Heseltine’s 
accusation  that  tire  report  simply  en¬ 
dorses  Labour’s  programme.  They  ar¬ 
gue  that  foe  report's  recommendations 
provide  a  challenge  from  the  business 
community  to  both  main  political  par¬ 
ties.  It  does  recommend  tiie  introduction 
of  a  minimum  wage  and  argues  that 
Britain  should  accept  foe  EUis  social 
chapter,  but  the  reasoning  is  measured, 
and  tite  report  also  criticises  a  number  of 
other  Labour  policies. 

For  example,  afthongh  the  report  calls 
feiF  reform  of  competition  policy,  it 
rejects,  two  planned  Labour  changes: 
reversing  the  burden  of  proof  in  merger 
cases  and  -eombmmg.thje  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission..-,  with .  the 


.Office. of  Pair  Tracing.  Responding  to 
me  reports  criticisms,  Tony  Blair  lias 


anqounced  the  setting  up  of  a  panel  to 
review  Labour  .‘competition  policy. 
Moreover  tite  report*  recommendations 
in  areas  such  as  corporate  governance, 
education  and  framing,  and  transport 
are  farther-reaching  than  the  Labour 
Party's  current  commitments.  However, 
unlike  Mr  Heseltine.  Mr  Blair  is 
prepared  to  discuss  its  analysis. 


1  This  is  proving  a  good  year  for 


i  fter  the  political  dogfight  over  the 
/\  report  it  was.  dear  mat  neither 
X  ■  Vof  the  main  parties  has  a  mono¬ 
poly  over  policies  to  boost,  competi¬ 
tiveness.  Tro  business  community  now 
dearly  believes  That  foe  Labour.  Party's 
ideas  for  a  competitive  Britain  deserve 
to  be  heard.  Not  long  ago,  they 
would  hardly  have  been  given  tiie  time 
of  day.  'Labour:  is  concerned  with 
prosperity  far  all  of  Britain's  citizens 
prepared  to  take  the  opportunities 
offered  to  them,  whereas,  whatever  their 
intentfons,  the  Tories*  poKdeS;  promise 
ever  greater  prosperity  for  the  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  many. 

Mr  Heseltine  and  fas  colleagues  seem 
to  think  that  further  deregulation,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  labour  market,  is  the  key 
to  higher  productivity  and  competitive¬ 
ness.  They  may  be  right  in  believing  foal 
fear,  whether  of  unemployment  dr  wage 
cuts,' effectively  motivates  people  work¬ 
ing  in  a  sweatshop.  But  a  commltroent  to 
improved  education  and  training,  dec¬ 
ent  nunimum  standards,  a  living  wage 
and  a  voice  for  employees  in  the  work¬ 
place  are  more  effective  fa  the  longterm 
for  companies  fa  a  developed  country. 
We  will  never  be  able  to  compete  wrfo 
developing  countries  on  labour  costs 
alone,  especially  as  globalisation  gath¬ 
ers  pace.  Our  sights  need  to  be  set  on  the 
firmer  ground'  .of  high  value-added 
goods -and  frighwage  services. : ,  • 

In  a  recent  report,  itefiir-Rpbinsbn 
of  the  London  School  of  Economics  con¬ 
clusively  demonstrates,  that  wmfc  exten¬ 
sive  deregulation  of  tiie  fah^ugmarket 
is  not  responsible  for  the  decline  in 
British  employment  since  1993,  It  does 
explain  much  of  the  unwelcome  Increase 
in  Inequality  since  1979.  Inequality  ®*# 
prosperity  are  like  dfl  and  watefc  day 
do  not  mix.  Further  deregvriaxian  isiwt . 
ihe.jfaswer. 

The  themes  for  future  govcriuaaf 
polfey suggested  in  Promoting  . 

fry  are  more  uplifting  as  wefl  as  cprt«£  - 
The  report-  argues  that  foe  goverifajefa 
should  aim  to.  promote-  cornpatjti®i 
between  British  companies  and*  trr 
operation  within  themJbster  far-sighted 
managtsnent  by  •  improwng  rdations 
between  investors  and  inanageshefar 
improve  skills-,  support  small  businesses 
and  make  policies  more  consistent. 
Government  must  provide ;  a  stabte 
macroeconomic  environment  to-  enable 
British  businesses  to  invest  with 
confidence.  . ;  i 

Although  most  of  foe  lepocfsazifonts 
would  say  that  such  a  programme  oSSSJ 
be  embraced  fay  either.' of 'the  main-j 

political  parties,  atfoemdnKntbhft’foe^ 
Labour  Party  '  is  really  tin  the  rigb* 
wavelength.  Labour's  practical  propos¬ 
als  for  small  business,  unvoted  this 
week,  are  a  further  demonstration  of 
fois.  There  is  a  dialogue 
politicians  and  business,  but  at  present- 
ofay^one  tide  of  the  political  divide  is 

Baroness’  Blackstone  is  a  .  .[about 
spokesman  in  thejxivds,. 
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A  KOREAN  GLIMPSE 


One  man  who  can  unlock  the  window  into  Pyongyang 


To  China’s  evident  embarrassment  and 
annoyance;  events  have  conspired  to  turn 
Hwang  Jang  Yop,  the  most  senior  North 
Korean* official  ever  to  defect,  into  the  hero  of 
thnller.  Mr  Hwang,  an  intimate 
or  the  Kim  dynasty  and  member  of  the 
central  committee  of  North  Korea’s  Work 
os’ Party,  slipped  into  the  Sooth  Korean 
Embassy  in  Beijing  on  his  way  home  from  a 
seminar  in  Japan  on  jiiche,  the  ruinous  Kim 
II  Sung  doctrine  of  socialist  self-reliance 
which  he  helped  to  invent  Implausibly  but 
uHsurpnsmgly,  North  Korea  insists  that  he 
was  kidnapped.  South  Korea  protests  that 
North  Korean  diplomats,  who  are  lurking  in 
cars  around  the  compound,  have  tried  to 
break  into  the  compound  to  grab  him  back. 

As  a  result  of  all  this,  China  has  the 
world’s  spotlight  oil  it  as  it  decides  which  of 
the  Koreas  to  offend,  its  destitute  old 
Communist  ally  or  the  valued  investor  and 
trading  partner  to  the  south.  It  would  be 
understandable  if  it  played  for  timer  but  it 
should  then,  on  geopolitical  allow '  Mr 
Hwang  to  leave  for  Seoul.  As  a  trusted 
insider  in  North  Korea’s  tiny  and  intensely 
secretive  inner  circle,  he  has  vital  intelli¬ 
gence  about  one  of  the  world’s  most 
paranoid,  heavily-armed,  belligerent  and 
unpredictable  nations. 

Mr  Hwang  may  or  may  not  have  fled  a 
power  struggle  at  the  top;  even  if  he  has  not, 
the  atmosphere  of  suspicion-  his  defection 
will  engender  could  be  enough  to  unleash 
one.  Lacking  firm  evidence  either  way, 
Pyongyang  watchers  are  fairly  evenly 
divided  as  to  whether  Kim  Jong  El,  whose 
waxing  personality  cult  has  yet  to  be 
matched  by  his  official  confirmation  in  the 
posts  held  by  his  father,  is  firmly  in  controL 
Opinion  is  also  divided  as  to  whether  North 
Korea  is  still  bent  on  turning  South  Korea, 
in  the  words  of  its  own  propaganda,  into  “a 
sea  of  fire”,  or  whether  its  spasmodic  hints  at 


domestic  reforms  and  a  more  reasonable 
diplomatic  posture  are  tbbe  taken  seriously. 

Is  North  Korea  dose  to  uncontrollable 
starvation,  as  aid  agend.es  daim  and 
America  is  inclined  to  believe,  or  are  the 
military  sitting  on  huge  grain  stockpiles? 
Above  all;  is  it  deceiving  Washington,  which 
has  taken  a  calculated  and;  expensive  . risk 
that  Pyongyang  can  be  bribed  into  renounc¬ 
ing  itsnudear  weapons  programme?  On  all 
these  questions,  Mr  Hwang  is  in  a  position 
to  give  the  most  authoritative  account 

This  week,  the  United  States  responded  to 
an  international  appeal  with  the  promise  of 
more  food  aid  to  avert  “instability”.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  ordinary  North  Koreans  are 
desperately  hungry,  but  stabilising  the 
regime  that  has  reduced  them  to  boiling 
grass  is  not  obviously  a  solution.  Since  1994, 
America  has  poured  aid  into  North  Korea— 
$27  million  worth  of  heavy  fuel  ofl,  $1# 
million  to  secure  weapons^rade  nuclear 
material  from  misuse,  $8.4  million  in  food 
aid  as  well  as  this  week’s  pledge  of  as  much 
again,  and  even  a  $2  rraHion  bribe  for  co¬ 
operation  in  recovering  the  remains  of 
America's  Korean  War  dead. 

Against  this  aid,  set  an  estimated  $89 
motion  that  the  -  regime  .■  has  spent  on 
embalming  and  housing  the  body  of  Kim  Q 
Sung  and  the  $130  million  the  Dear  Leader, 
his  son.  has  spent  on  beautifying  his  official 
residence.  North  Korea  excels  in  two  areas 
only  —  the  arts  of  extorting  money  from 
others,  first  the  Soviet  Union  and  China  and 
now  the  West  and  those  of  military  and  dip¬ 
lomatic  blackmail  There  has  been  no 
lasting  diplomatic  return  far  America’s 
largesse.  Before  shipping  another  grain,  the 
US  should  debrief  Mr  Hwang.  It  should 
then  look  again  at  its  Korea  policy  and  ask 
what  strategic  advantage  resides  in  so 
seeking  to  keep  this  despotic,  cruel  and 
irresponsible  regime  from  its  hour  of  truth. 


DAY  OF  THE  COW 

Labour  takes  another  crack  at  Conservative  morale 


Behind  the  catcalls  in  the  Commons 
yesterday  lies  a  happy  coincidence  of 
strategy  and  tactics  for  Labour.  Strategically 
it  makes  sense  to  attack  the  Government  for 
its  dear  failure  in  the  BSE  crisis.  Tactically, 
it  happens  that  the  Ulster  Unionists,  whose 
voles  are  necessary  to  the  Conservative 
whips,  represent  constituencies  that  have 
been  badly  hit  by  die  beef  ban.  .  .  . 

Ministers  may  properly  describe  Labours 
vote  of  censure  on  Douglas  Hogg,  the 
Agriculture  Minister,  as  opportunistic. 
Oppositions,  on  the  few  days  in  the  year 
allocated  to  diem  for  debate,  are  normally 
supposed  to  seek  embarrassment  for  die 
governing  party.  Parliament  was  not  in¬ 
vented  to  be  a  prop  or  cheerleader  to  the 
Govenunenttt  is  meant  to  he  a  check  on  the 
executive.  And  there  are  few  sorrier  tales  of 
executive  inadequacy  in  this  Parliament 
than  that  of  “mad  cow- disease. 

Yesterday  Tony  Blair  asked  John  Major  to 
confirm  four  questions:  was  it  true  that  no 
part  of  the  beef  ban  had  been  lifted;  that  no 
cow  had  yet  been  culled  under  the  selective 
slaughter  scheme;  thar  no  proposal  had  even 
been  put  to  the  European  Commission  about 
exempting  BSE-free  herds  in  Scotland  and 
Northern  Ireland  from  the  bam  and  that 
BSE  had  so  far  cost  the  taxpayer  £33  billion? 
The  Prime  Minister  preferred  to  insult  Mr 
Blair  than  to  answer  him.  Only  when 
pressed  again  did  he  confirm  just  one  of  the 
four  claims:  the  sire  of  the  bOL 

If  Prime  Ministers  Questions  were  die 
committal  proceedings  on  BSE,  they  proved 
that  the  Government  had  a  clear  case  to 
answer.  Over  the  past  ten  years,  its  record 
on  beef  has  been  lamentable.  When  the  rules 
designed  to  prevent  affection  of  human 
beings  were  introduced  in  1986,  they  were 
not  properly  enforced;  thus  infected  meat 
made  its  way  into  the  food  chain.  When  die 


possible  link  between  BSE  and  Creutzfeld- 
Jakob  disease  was  confirmed  last  year, 
Stephen  DorreH,  the  Health  Secretary, 
insisted  that  British  beef  was  perfectly  safe 
while  his  colleague,  Mr  Hogg,  talked  of 
culling  every  British  cow.  Since  then,  we 
have  seen  a  halt  to  all  co-operation  in 
Europe;  this  too  achieved  nothing.  The 
Prime  Minister  came  back  from  Florence 
last  summer  claiming  that  the  ban  would  be 
lifted  by  November.  It  was  not 
In  less  febrile  times,  this  would  be  purely  a 
matter  of  competence  in  government — or  in 
this  case,  the  lack  of  it  But  these  last  weeks 
of  a  parliamentary  term  are  different 
However  well  or  badly  Mr  Hogg  acquits 
himself  on  Monday  ,  die  vote  will  be  divided 
strictly  down  parly  tines.  The  Ulster 
Unionists  are  unlikely  to  vote  with  the 
Tories,  but  they  may  well  abstain,  which 
would  be  tantamount  to  ensuring  a  govern¬ 
ment  victory.  If  they  voted  with  the 
opposition  parties,  the  result  would  depend 
on  the  efficiency  of  both  sides’  whips. 
Assuming  every  single  MP  attended,  there 
would  be  a  dead  heat,  with  the  Speaker 
casting  her  vote  for  the  Government 
Labour  is  therefore  highly  unlikely  to 
defeat  the  Tories  on  Monday.  The  party 
would  probably  even  prefer  not  to.  If  it  won, 
it  would  have  to  hold  a  subsequent  vote  of 
confidence,  in  which  the  Government  would 
presumably  gain  some  boost  to  Conser¬ 
vative  morale.  But  that  morale  is  flagging 
fast  With  each  week  that  passes  without  the 
Tories  recovering  thedr  popularity,  die 
prospects  of  a  Labour  victory  look  greater. 
Even  if  the  Conservatives  win  on  Monday, 
the  spectacle  of  a  dose  vote  win  add  to  the 
impression  of  a  Government  in  a  shambles 
ami  on  the  defensive.  The  party  looks  and 
acts  as  if  it  is  under  siege:  That  is  no  way  to 
hold  on  to  power. 


THE  BROADEST  CHURCH 


Dispute  at  St  Paul’s  Cathedral  reflects  wider  dissent 


An  ungodly  row  is  raging  at  Si  Paul's  Cath¬ 
edral  over  the  appointment  of  die  Rev  Laxy 
Winkett.  Hs  first  female  priest  Her  conserv¬ 
ative  colleagues  are  on  the  warpath;  the  Rev 
John  Halliburton,  a  distinctly  loose  Ctoion. 
has  declared  that  while  having  “nothing 
against  women;,  he  cannot  a^pther 
authority  and  will  not  attend  her  services. 

For  ati  the  bluster  it  should  te  rritory 
easv  to  fashion  a  compromise.  The  setec&an 
of  Miss  Winkett  was  inevitably  amtentious 
for  a  cathedral  that  has  yet  ?  introduce 
women  choristers,  never  mind  female 
Series.  There  are  more  than  enoughresident 
male  canons  and  visitingprearii^  atSt 
Paul’s  for  those  traditionalists  wh°  ^ 

in  conscience  accept  Communion 

^Miss^^tTothatdegwdiew*ole 

Sr  is  more  symbolic  than  substannw. 

Tkic  mu'  is.  however,  a  reflection  of  die 


nn  The  issue.  Angbcan  authorities 
"hS  Shta  ago.  St  Paul's 

itself  from  it  On  the  whole 


fei*  have  not 

ssssssa 


Winkett  personifies  that  trend.  Indeed  she 
comes  with  the  sort  of  background  — 
Oxbridge  and  the  Royal  College  of  Music — 
that  was  once  regularly  recruited  into  die 
Church  but  has  recently  been  a  rarity. 

This  degree  of  unity  has  only  been  secured 
by  sensitivity  towards  those  who  could  not 
support  die  ordination  of  women.  Imagi¬ 
native  inventions  such  as  die  “flying  bishop” 
have  kept  aboard  many  who  might  other¬ 
wise  have  departed.  Traditionalist  concerns 
win  have  been  sharpened  this  week, 
however,  fly  die  publication  of  The  Church 
of  England  Year  Book  1997.  In  its  opening 
pages.  Dr  David  Edwards,  Provost  Emer¬ 
itus  of  Southwark  and  a  leading  liberal 
argues  that  there  will  not  be  a  “very  long 
future"  for  those  opposed  to  women  priests. 
Their  numbers,  he  said,  might  dimmish  to 
die  point  where  the  Church  should  "review 
die  arrangements”  such  as  flying  bishops 
designed  to  reconcile  traditionalists. 

This  is  not  an  approach  that  will  do  much 
for  Anglicanism.  The  Church  must  continue 
to  make  means  by  which  those  tike  Miss 
Winkett  can  be  brought  in  without  forcing 
others  like  Canon  Halliburton  out.  Nor 
should  recent  innovations,  described  by  Dr 
Edwards  as  “anomalous”,  be  seen  as  short¬ 
term  expedients  before  conservatives  see  the 
error  of  their  ways  or  are  shown  the  exit  The 
Church  of  England  can  be  a  broad  church  or 
a  Protestant  sect.  For  St  Paul’s  Cathedral,  as 
elsewhere,  thefii^t  route  should  be  followed. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


‘Unjust’  restrictions  on  free  movement  of  art  treasures 


From  Mr  Patrick  Matthiesen 


Sir,  May  I  comment  on  the  plans  an¬ 
nounced  by  Lord  Renfrew  of  Kaims- 
thom,  in  the  wake  of  the  Sotheby's  re¬ 
velations,  for  setting  up  a  research 
centre  to  fight  the  illicit  trade  in  anti¬ 
quities  (report.  February  12). 

Everybody  must  deprecate  the 
wholesale  looting  of  archaeological 
sites,  whether  from  European  "dugs" 
or  Asian  temple  complexes.  In  1990, 
whDe  die  Khmer  Rouge  was  still  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  Angkor  Wat  area,  l  witnes¬ 
sed  die  wholesale  depredation  of  sev¬ 
eral  outlying  monuments  and  was 
amazed  to  find  a  large  stone  head 
weighing  a  ton  turning  up  on  the 
Dutch  art  market  only  six  weeks  later. 
-  a  early  this  form  of  looting  for  gain, 
when  foe  integrity  of  the  site  is  com¬ 
promised  and  the  country  of  origin's 
heritage  is  prejudiced,  is  unaccept¬ 
able.  Auction  rooms  should  take  strict 
steps  to  place  a  check  an  the  recircula¬ 
tion  of  looted  or  stolen  goods  through 
their  rooms. 

However,  unreasonable  restrictions 
on  the  circulation  of  private  property 
between  member  states  of  the  EU  are 
quite  another  matter.  One  of  the  ob¬ 
jectives  of  the  EU  was  the  free  circula¬ 
tion  of  goods.  Various  attempts  at 
grasping  this  thorny  nettle,  where ’it 
relates  to  cultural  goods,  have  failed 
conspicuously.  It  is  this  failure  which 
continues  to  lead  to  abuse. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  for  a  private 
individual  to  seek  to  realise  the  best 
possible  market  price  for  his  legiti¬ 
mate  possessions:  after  all,  foe  right  to 
hold  and  dispose  of  property  is  one  of 
the  basic  precepts  erf  a  free  country. 
Those  countries  which  have  realistic 
export  licensing  regulations  (Britain. 
Germany  and  France  amongst  others) 
suffer  few,  if  any.  depredations  to 
their  heritage  due  to  smuggling. 

It  is  those  countries  (Italy  and 
Greece  in  particular)  which  persist  in 
adopting  over-restrictive  bureaucratic 
regulations  that  are  the  worst  affected. 
Many  of  these  countries  are  already 
financially  strained  in  attempting  to 


proffer  or  preserve  their  heritage  in 
the  public  domain,  yet  continue  to  in¬ 
sist  on  attempting  to  control  addition¬ 
al  works,  often  of  marginal  interest  in 
the  private  sector. 

Italy,  over  the  last  decade,  has  im¬ 
ported  a  far  greater  number  of  Old 
Master  paintings  than  has  been  ex¬ 
ported  (either  legally  or  illegally).  Ital¬ 
ian  clients  have  been  amongst  the 
most  voracious  art  buyers  m  Europe. 
Consequently  the  Italian  cultural  pat¬ 
rimony  has  been  increased  (though 
possibly  the  Italian  Treasury  has  not 
seen  the  benefit  of  all  the  VAT  to 
which  it  might  feel  itself  entitled). 

It  is  only  by  adopting  a  more  open- 
handed  and  reasonable  export  licens¬ 
ing  procedure,  with  a  formula  for  pur¬ 
chasing  goods  on  presentation  for  ex¬ 
port  and  at  their  declared  value,  that 
the  clandestine  trade  in  works  of  art 
will  diminish. 

The  present  Italian  system,  as 
operated  since  1974,  amounts  to  little 
more  than  the  expropriation  of  be¬ 
tween  30  per  cent  and  60  per  cent  of 
die  value  of  privately  owned  goods 
which  have  been  officially  submitted 
for  export,  by  means  of  restricting 
them  to  the  local  market  or.  worse, 
listing  them,  thus  subjecting  them  to  a 
whole  raff  of  additional  restrictions. 

Spain  in  particular  has  understood 
this  and  is  now  operating  a  far  more 
flexible  export  licensing  procedure. 


merit  or  monetary  value;  are  subject 
to  these  laws.  This  includes  those 
legitimately  in  the  hands  of  private 
individuals.  Every  work  intended  for 
export  must  be  reviewed  by  the.Minis- 
try  of  Culture  and  granted  a  licence. 

*  Ibis  applies  to  the  removal  of  works 
to  EU  member  nations.  Works  not 
granted  export  licences  are  listed  as 
objects  of  national  heritage  and  can  be 
expropriated  by  the  State  at  die  de¬ 
clared  export  value.  The  effect  of  these 
laws  is  to  impose  severe  restrictions 
an  the  free  circulation  erf  this  particu¬ 
lar  type  of  private  property. 

Except  for  works  of  art  that  clearly 
form  part  of  Britain’s  cultural  iden¬ 
tity,  it  is  doubtful  that  citizens  of  this 
country  would  tolerate  the  sort  of  re¬ 
gime  applied  in  Italy.  In  fact,  the  Ital¬ 
ians  themselves  have  little  tolerance  of 
their  “art"  laws  and  they  express  it  by 
ignoring  them. 


Yours  sincerely, 
STEPHEN  ROSSI, 

15  Meadowbrook  Road, 
Dorking,  Surrey. 
February  12. 


From  Mr  Frank  Dux 


Yours  faithfully, 

PATRICK  MATTHIESEN 
(Director), 

The  Matthiesen  Gallery, 

7-8  Mason’s  Yard,  Duke  Street.  SWJ. 
February  12. 


From  Mr  Stephen  Rossi 

Sir,  The  English  should  be  reminded 
that  Italian  laws  regulating  the  export 
of  paintings  from  Italy  were  largely 
formulated  in  1918  and  revised  by 
Mussolini*  Fascist  Government  in 
1939.  They  have  not  been  modified 
since. 

AH  Italian  works  of  art  more  than 
50  years  old,  regardless  of  aesthetic 


Sir,  On  February  7  you  reported  that 
among  the  issues  which  Sir  Hugh 
Leggatt,  a  former  member  of  the  Mu¬ 
seums  and  Galleries  Commission, 
wants  explored  is  “the  practice  of  deal¬ 
ers  and  auctioneers  taking  commis¬ 
sion  from  both  buyer  and  seller”. 

May  I  point  out  that  it  is  only  auc¬ 
tioneers  who  take  double  commission: 
one  from  foe  vendor  and  another  from 
the  buyer—  a  surcharge  they  call  the 
buyer’s  premium. 

Dealers  do  not  surcharge  their 
goods.  Indeed,  many  of  them  consider 
tile  buyer’s  premium  an  abuse  of  the 
auctioneer’s  position  —  and  that  its  le¬ 
gality  is  doubtfuL 


Yours  sincerely, 

FRANK  DUX, 

Frank  Dux  Antiques, 

33  Belvedere.  Bath,  Somerset 
February  10. 


Practical  chances  of  preserving  Marconi  archive  intact 


From  Mr  J.  W.  Sutherland 


Sir.  I  am  encouraged  by  the  statement 
in  Sir  Geoffrey  Patties  letter  (Feb¬ 
ruary  12)  that  GEC-Marcora  “are  in 
discussions  with  certain  interested 
parties"  on  “the  question  of  keeping 
tiie  {Marconi]  archive  together”  and 
that  “we  shall  be  more  delighted  than 
anybody  if  this  can  be  achieved".  This 
is  surely  good  news. 

There  is  a  possible  way  forward 
through  arrangements  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  to  be  be  acquired,  housed,  dis¬ 
played  and  conserved  in  Chelmsford, 
where  most  of  Gugliehno  Marconi's 
pioneering  work  was  done,  under  the 
joint  auspices  of  Chelmsford  and  Es¬ 
sex  councils.  Alternatively,  as  Sir 
Geoffrey  indicates,  the  Science  Muse¬ 
um  could  retain  its  items  on  loan  from 
the  company,  augmented  by  the  items 
in  the  collection  at  Great  Baddow. 
Either  of  these  options  would,  as  is 
proper,  conform  with  the  wishes  of 
Elettra  Marconi,  the  daughter  of  the 
founder,  as  expressed  in  her  letter  of 
February  10. 

The  Marconi  centenary  initiative  of 
setting  aside  a  million  pounds  for  a 
special  programme  including  “Mar¬ 
coni  Days”  for  teachers,  to  be  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Institution  of  Electrical 
Engineers,  should  be  applauded.  It 
continues  the  policy  of  investment  in 
education  and  training  which  has 
characterised  Marconi  for  many  de¬ 
cades,  through  Marconi  College,  and 
within  individual  parts  of  the  com- 


From  Professor  P.  D.  A  Harvey, 
Chairman  of  the  British  Records 
Association 


Sir.  No  one  could  question  the  good 
intentions  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Ptittie  in  his 
plans  for  the  early  archives  of  the 
Marconi  company.  However,  having 
sought  expert  opinion  on  the  archives' 
condition,  it  is  a  pity  he  did  not  seek  it 
also  on  their  disposal.  It  would  have 
told  him,  unanimously,  that  at  all 
costs  the  papers  —  and  the  objects  too 
—  should  be  kept  together,  and  could 
have  suggested  various  strategies  for 
achieving  this.  As  it  is  Christies  are 
apparently  proposing  to  sell  them  in 
several  hundred  separate  lots. 

To  split  up  an  integral  archive  in 
this  way  is  like  preserving  a  set  of 
table  silver  by.  selling  each  fork  and 
spoon  separately:  its  function  —  its 
historical  value— is  all  but  destroyed. 
As  Dr  T.  G  H.  Going  points  out  (let¬ 
ter,  February  5)  it  is  only  two  months 
since  you  allowed  me  to  explain  this  in 
connection  with  the  Brunei  papers.  It 
is  appalling  that  the  same  fate  should 
so  soon  threaten  another  archive  of 
great  historical  and  scientific  im¬ 
portance. 


have  always  been  available  by  ap¬ 
pointment  for  examination  by  genu¬ 
ine  students  of  wireless  history. 

The  British  Vintage  Wireless  Soci¬ 
ety  visited  Great  Baddow  during  an 
international  meeting  in  1989.  Mem¬ 
bers  regarded  it  as  the  high  spot  of  the 
three-day  event,  affording  significant 
kudos  m  the  Marconi  Company  and 
indeed  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


Yours  faithfully. 
PATRICK  LEGGATT. 
28  High  Park  Road, 
Famham.  Surrey. 
February  10. 


From  Professor  Peter  Day,  FRS, 
Director  of  the  Royal  Institution 
of  Great  Britain 


Yours  faithfully, 

PAUL  D.  A  HARVEY. 
Chairman. 

British  Records  Association. 
Lyndfturst, 

Famley  Hey  Road,  Durham. 
February  12.’ 


pany;  . 

This  is 


is  an  important  initiative,  with 
long-term  benefits  for  both  Marconi 
and  the  industry  at  large,  but  it  should 
surely  be  funded  from  normal  train¬ 
ing  budgets,  if  necessary  at  a  higher 
priority  than  other  schemes.  It  cannot 
justify  the  dispersal  of  the  unique  and 
historic  Marconi  archive. 


Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  SUTHERLAND, 

69  Stow  Road. 
Stow-cum-Quy,  Cambridge. 
February  12, 


From  Mr  Patrick  Leggatt 

Sir,  We  must  be  grateful  to  The  Times 
for  giving  good  coverage  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  sell-off  of  the  Marconi  archive 
collection. 

Over  the  past  ten  years  the  collec¬ 
tion  housed  at  Great  Baddow  near 
Chelmsford,  has  been  excellently  ar¬ 
ranged  and  tended,  first  by  the  late  ar¬ 
chivist  Betty  Hance  and  then  by  Roy 
RodweD,  recently  retired.  While  not 
open  to  the  general  public,  both  the 
equipment  and  the  written  archives 


Sir,  Writing  about  the  proposed  dis¬ 
persal  of  the  Marconi  archive  by 
GEC-Marconi  limited.  Mr  Bernard 
Kaukas  (letter,  February  12)  perpetu¬ 
ates  a  most  unfortunate  misconcep¬ 
tion:  in  fact  the  Royal  Institution  is 
already  privatised,  as  it  has  been  since 
h  was  founded  in  1799. 

Therefore  our  custodianship  of  Fa¬ 
raday’S  coils  and  Davy's  miners’ 
lamps,  to  which  Mr  Kaukas  refers 
and  of  which  we  are  very  proud,  at¬ 
tracts  no  public  subvention  whatso¬ 
ever.  The  cost  of  keeping  a  roof  over 
file  remarkable  archive  and  the  scien¬ 
tific  memorabilia  housed  here  falls  on 
the  Rqyal  Institution's  own  resources. 
Apart  from  support  from  our  mem¬ 
bers.  those  resources  come  from  spon¬ 
sorship  and  the  gifts  of  well  wishers. 

Still,  one  is  left  with  the  substance  of 
Mr  Kaukas’s  question:  if  an  organis¬ 
ation  such  as  the  Royal  Institution  can 
manage  to  conserve  its  share  of  our 
scientific  heritage,  why  should  not  a 
large  company,  with  very  much  great¬ 
er  resources,  do  the  same? 


Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  DAY,  Director, 

The  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain, 
21  Albemarle  Street,  WI. 

February  12. 


Tricked  on  TV 


Nuts  from  Brazil 


From  the  Chief  Executive 
of  Channel  4  Television 


From  Mr  Danny  Con  not  ley 


Sir,  In  her  critique  of  our  satire.  Brass 
Eye  (“Brassy  but  not  bold"  February 
11)  Libby  Fmves's  squeamishness  at 
the  duping  of  some  public  figures  and 
celebrities  in  die  programmes  has 
diverted  her  from  the  central  point. 

The  series  highlights  how  easily 
some  people  who  command  media  at¬ 
tention  can  be  persuaded  to  endorse  a 
cause  (however  preposterous  in  this 
case)  without  even  attempting  to  make 
the  most  rudimentary  check.  If,  as  a 
result  of  Brass  Eye.  such  people  exer¬ 
cise  proper  caution  in  future  before 
allowing  themselves  to  be  used  in  this 
way,  that  Chris  Morris,  the  creator  of 
the  series,  has  performed  a  public 
service. 


Sir.  On  February  7,  under  the  heading 
“Brazil  nuts  ‘best  way  to  protect 
nation’s  health’"  you  summarise  a 
report  in  die  British  Medical  Journal, 
including  its  claim  that  Brazil  nuts  are 
a  rich  natural  source  of  selenium,  a 
trace  element  which  some  scientists 
daim  can  bring  back  youthful  vigour. 

Ibis  is  true  only  if  the  sol  in  which 
tiie  nuts  are  grown  is  also  rich  in 
selenium,  in  a  study  published  in  1989 
journal  of  Food  Safety,  9,  279-81)  C 
L.  Secor  described  considerable  vari¬ 
ation  in  selenium  content  of  individ¬ 


ual  Brazil  nuts.  For  example,  each 
Brazil  nut  sold  in  Britain  in  the  shell  is 
grown  in  the  jungle  area  and  contains 
around  100  micrograms  of  selenium. 
Shelled  Brazil  nuts  are  exported  from 
a  different  area,  where  the  soil  is  poor, 
and  only  contain  12-25  micrograms 
per  nut. 

To  obtain  the  same  amount  of  sele¬ 
nium  one  would  have  to  stomach  up 
to  eight  times  as  many  shelled  nuts  as 
unsheUed  nuts. 


Yours  etc, 

DANNY  CONNOLLEY. 
4  Woburn  Mansions, 
Torrington  Place.  WC1. 
February  8. 


Pylon  plea 


Ycrurs  faithfully, 
MICHAEL  GRADE.  . 
Chief  Executive, 

Channel  Four  Television, 
124  Horsefcny  Road,  SWl. 
February  12. 


From  Mr  Jim  Symington 


Businesslette/s,  page  31 
Sport  letters,  page  49 


Letters  for  publication  may 
be  fared  to  0171-78250#. 


Sir,  Let  us  hope  that  the  National  Her¬ 
itage  Secretary  will  take  note  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Worcester’s  inspired  plea  (article, 
February  8)  that  the  lottery  fund 
should  both  mark  the  millennium  and 
touch  the  daily  lives  of  us  all.  by  con¬ 
tributing  substantially  towards  the 
costs  of.  the  removal  of  every  pylon 
from  our  landscape. 

A  wholehearted  response  to  this  co¬ 
herent  and  timely  challenge  would 
display  the  capacity  of  the  best  of  20th- 
century  technology  to  tiie  fuj|.  Fur¬ 


ther,  this  proposal  offers  a  stunning 
opportunity  for  the  privatised  power 
utilities  to  reverse  tiie  continual  dam¬ 
age  which  has  been  done  to  our  envir¬ 
onment  by  their  industry  since  the 
1930s. 

Let  them  join  with  the  Millennium 
Fund  and  demonstrate  a  tangible 
commitment  to  a  dean  Britain  in  the 
new  century  ahead. 


Yours  faithfully, 

JIM  SYMINGTON, 

II  Twin  Cottages, 

Upper  Stoneham, 

Uckfield  Road.  Lewes,  Sussex. 
February  9- 


Early  exponents  of 
product  placement 


From  Mr  Henry  Button 


Sir.  A  shoe  firm  is  suing  a  film-maker 
"for  leaving  out  a  scene  shot  at  the 
company’s  expense  as  a  thinly  dis¬ 
guised  advertisement"  (report.  Feb¬ 
ruary  10).  This  procedure  is  now 
known  as  product  placement.  When 
did  it  begin? 

In  1763  the  German  dramatist. 
Gotthold  Ephraim  Lessing,  intro¬ 
duced  a  scene  into  his  play.  Minna 
von  Bamheim ,  in  which  one  of  the 
characters,  the  landlord  of  an  inn,  re¬ 
commends  a  customer  ro  try  a  glass  of 
Danzig  Goldwasser  liqueur.  The  li¬ 
queur  was  first  made,  in  Danzig,  in 
1598  and  is  still  made,  bui  not  in 
Danzig. 

Did  someone  suggest  to  Miss  Aus¬ 
ten  that  a  mention  of  Emma’s  Broad- 
wood  pianoforte  might  boost  the  sales 
of  that  instrument?  In  Pickwick 
Papers  Charles  Dickens  pointed  out 
that  Sara  Weller,  when  cleaning  boots 
and  shoes  at  the  White  Hart,  used 
Day  &  Martin’s  polish. 

In  a  different  field  of  activity,  one 
wonders  whether  Manet  was  proper¬ 
ly  compensated  for  placing  two  bottles 
of  Bass,  with  their  distinctive  red 
iriangte  in  his  picture  of  the  bar  at  the 
Fblies-Bergere. 


Yours  faithfully. 

HENRY  BUTTON, 

7  Amhurst  Court. 

Grange  Road.  Cambridge. 
February  11. 


Sathya  Sal  Baba 

From  Professor  Keith  B.  Critchlow 


Sir,  Many  of  Christopher  Thomas's 
disparaging  references  to  Sathya  Sai 
Baba,  the  Indian  spiritual  leader 
visited  recently  by  the  Duchess  of 
York  (report,  January  31),  emanate 
from  the  Indian  Rationalists  Associ¬ 
ation  —  hardly  an  impartial  body. 
They  insult  the  most  influential  holy 
man  in  India  today. 

Three  quarters  of  a  million  people 
turned  up  af  Sathya  Sai  Baba's  ash¬ 
ram  to  celebrate  his  71st  birthday  last 
November,  and  there  are  clear,  con- 
and  much  reprinted  scientific 


CISC 


reports  of  the  investigations  that  have 
been  conducted  into  the  authenticity 
of  his  personal  powers. 

There  are  strict  rules  in  his  world¬ 
wide  organisation  that  ban  the  func¬ 
tion  of  fundraising  among  his  fol¬ 
lowers.  and  the  finances  which  he  has 
donated  to  build  an  immense  speci¬ 
ality  hospital  (which  I  and  other 
British  architects  and  engineers  had 
the  privilege  of  designing  and  super¬ 
vising)  af  Pu rtapartbi,  south  of  Ban¬ 
galore,  were  direct  donations  speci¬ 
fically  for  the  project  from  grateful 
individual  donors. 

The  schools,  colleges  and  university 
founded  by  Sathya  Sai  Baba  in  Andh¬ 
ra  Plradesh,  many  of  them  where  none 
existed  before,  all  contradict  the 
negative  comments  by  the  Indian 
Rationalists  Association.  Neither  the 
students  at  these  establishments  nor 
the  patients  at  Puttaparthi.  hospital 
pay  any  fees  whatsoever. 


Yours, 

KEITH  CRITCHLOW, 
2  Larkhall  Lane,  SW4. 
January  31. 


Cambridge  dance 

From  Mr  Steven  Wooding 


Sir.  Contrary  to  Queens’  College^  as¬ 
sertion  that  "there  is  no  dance  in  the 
university”  of  Cambridge  (report,  ear¬ 
ly  editions,  February  6),  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Dancers’  Club  is  one  of  the 
largest  university  societies,  with  an 
annual  membership  of  over  1,800.  We 
run  over  38  hours  of  classes  a  week, 
teaching  styles  ranging,  from  ball¬ 
room  to  rode  YT  roll,  Latin  American 
to  stage  dance.  The  dub  also  supports 
three  dance  teams  which  compete  nat¬ 
ionally  in  student  competitions. 


Yours  sincerely. 

STEVEN  WOODING 
(President. 

Cambridge  Dancers’  Cub.  1994-95). 
Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge. 

February  11. 


Foot  in  mouth 

From  Mr  Chris  Martin 


Sir,  “  ’You  can’t  play  Tata)  Football,* 
Howard  Wilkinson,  the  new  technical 
director  of  the  Football  Association, 
says,  *if  you  can't  all  handle  the  ball'  ” 
fThe  sate  of  the  game”.  Sport,  Feb¬ 
ruary  4). 

Are  we  sure  we  have  the  right  tech¬ 
nical  director? 


Yours  faithfully. 

CHRIS  MARTIN. 

189  Landells  Road.  SE22. 


Top  salaries  freeze 


From  Mr  Stanley  Brodie.  QC. 
and  other  QCs  " 


Sir.  As  three  of  his  devoted  colleagues, 
we  entirely  agree  with  Lord  Lester  of 
Heme  Hill,  QC  (letter,  today),  that  he 
should  pay  much  more  income  tax. 
But  he  alone  should  pay  this  tax.  As  a 
consequence  he  will  have  to  work  har¬ 
der  and  be  left  with  less  time  to  write 
misguided  letters  id  The  Times. 


Yours  faithfully. 

STANLEY  BRODIE 
DAVID  HUNT, 
JONATHAN  HARVIE, 

2  Hare  Court,  Temple.  EGi 
February  12. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  13:  The  Queen,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
this  morning  presented  The 
Queen*  Anniversary  Prizes  for 
Higher  and  Further  Education  at 
Buckingham  Palace  and  after¬ 
wards  Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal 
Highness  gave  a  Reception. 

The  Princess  Royal  and  The 
Duke  of  Kent  were  present 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Patron, 
die  Welsh  Cricket  Association,  this 
evening  attended  a  Dinner  at  the 
Marriott  Hotel,  Swansea,  and  was 
received  by  Her  Majesty*  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  West  Glamorgan 
{Mr  Robert  HasOe). 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  Lfc The  Duke  ofYork  this 
morning  visited  Brades  School 
and  Shelter.  Brades  Estate, 
Montserrat. 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
toured  the  Government  Emer¬ 
gency  Housing  Scheme.  Sweeney* 
Estate. 

The  Duke  of  York  later  visited 
G tendon  Hospital  5t  John*. 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
visited  die  Emergency  Support 
Unit,  St  John*. 

The  Duke  of  York  today  inaugu¬ 
rated  the  Cable  and  Wireless 
microwave  link  between  Mont¬ 
serrat  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  after¬ 
noon  met  staff  and  residents  at  the 
Red  Cross  Shelter  for  the  elderly. 
Ca valla  iff  IL 

The  Duke  of  York  afterwards 
visited  the  Emergency  Jetiy 
Project  Little  Bay. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  de¬ 
parted  Montserrat  for  Antigua. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  13:  The  Princess  Royal, 
Chancellor,  University  of  London, 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  as  Patron 
of  the  Outward  Bound  Trust,  will 
attend  the  general  council  at  the 
Heritage  Motor  Centre.  Gaydon. 
Warwickshire,  at  IOJK. 

The  Princess  RpyaL  as  President  of 
The  Princess  Royal  Trust  for 
Carers,  will  open  Manchester 
Carers  Centre.  Beswick  House. 
Beswfok  Row.  Manchester,  at 
li/40;  and  will  visit  Unipack  to 
open  the  new  pharmaceutical  fatal¬ 
ity  at  Westhoughmn.  Bolton,  at 
125. 


Appointment 

Independent  Schools  Joint 
Conndl 

Dr  Alistair  Cooke.  QBE.  has  been 
appointed  General  Secretary  of 
1SJC  from  September  I.  1997.  in 
succession  to  Dr  Arthur 
Hearnden.  QBE.  who  is  retiring. 


this  afternoon  attended  the 
Presentation  Ceremony  at  the  Bar¬ 
bican  Centre.  London  EC2. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Chan¬ 
cellor.  University  of  London,  this 
evening  attended  a  Reoeptkm  for 
external  students  at  the  Senate 
House.  Malet  Street.  London  WCL 
YORK  HOUSE 

February  13:  The  Duke  of  Kent. 
Colonel  Scots  Guards,  this  after¬ 
noon  received  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John  Stewart  on  assuming  com¬ 
mand  of  the  1st  Battalion  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Archibald 
Milter-  Bakendl  on  relinquishing 
the  appointment 

His  Royal  Highness,  as  guest  of 
honour.  The  Queen's  Anniversary 
Prizes  for  Higher  and  Further 
Education,  attended  a  dinner  « 
Guildhall  London  Ed 
THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
February  13:  Princess  Alexandra, 
accompanied  by  the  Rt  Hon  Sir 
Angus  OgiKy  and  attended  by  die 
Lady  Mary  Mumford.  left  Heath¬ 
row  Airport.  London,  this  after¬ 
noon  to  carry  out  official 
engagements  in  Hong  Kong. 

On  arrival  at  the  Airport,  Her 
Royal  Highness  was  received  by 
Sir  David  Ford  (Hong  Kong 
Commissioner  in  London),  Sir 
Roger  Hervey  (Special  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth 
Affairs),  Mrs  Valerie  Stouter  (Brit¬ 
ish  Airways  Director  of  Customer 
Service)  and  Mrs  Elizabeth  Lowe 
(Special  Facilities  Officer.  Heath¬ 
row  Airport  Limited). 

The  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  appoint  Mrs  Christian 
Adaaos  to  be  a  Woman  of  die 
Bedchamber  (Temporary)  to  Her 
Majesty. 


Memorial  service 

Mr  David  George  Crichton 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  of  Mr  David  George  Crichton, 
former  British  Consul-General  at 
Nice,  was  held  yesterday  at  St 
Mary*.  Battersea.  The  Rev  Dr 
Timothy  Gaden  officiated  and  Mr 
Charles  Crichton,  son,  read  a 
prayer. 

Miss  Charlotte  Ernest  Crichton. 
granddaughter,  gave  a  reading 
and  Mr  Adrian  Crichton,  son.  paid 
tribute. 


University  news 

Oxford 

Harris  Manchester  College 
The  following  have  been  elected  as 
Honorary  Fellows: 

Sir  Anthony  Kenny.  Lord  Harris 
of  Pedcham,  Lady  Harris,  the  Hon 
Peter  Harris,  the  Right  Hon  John 
Patten.  MP.  Mr  Douglas  Hutchin¬ 
son.  MC,  CBE. 


Birthdays  today 


The  Prince  of  Liechtenstein  cete- 
b rales  his  52nd  birthday  today. 
The  Right  Rev  Peter  toil  former 
Bishop  of  Gloucester,  and  his  twin 
brother,  the  Right  Rev  Michael 
Bali.  Bishop  of  Truro.  f&  Mr  John 
Bunerfill.  MP.  5b;  Sir  John  Clark, 
former  chairman.  The  Plessey 
company.  71;  Professor  Evelyn 
Ebsworth.  Vice-Chancellor.  Dur¬ 
ham  University.  64;  Sir  Arnold 
Elton,  consultant  surgeon.  77;  Sir 
Jack  Hibben.  former  director. 
Central  Statistical  Office;  tft  Sir 
Derrick  Holden-Brown,  former 
chairman.  Allied- Lyons.  74;  Miss 
K.M-  Jenkins,  former  director  of 
personnel.  Royal  Mail  52;  Mr 
Kerin  Keegan,  former  football 


manager,  46:  Mr  John 
MacGregor.  MP.  60;  Miss 
Manuela  Maleeva,  tennis  player, 
30:  countess  Moumbatten  of 
Burma.  73;  Mr  Alan  Parker,  film 
director.  53;  the  Hon  Hanning 
Philipps,  former  Lord-Lieu  tenant 
of  Dyfed.  93;  Lord  Rossmore.  66; 
Mr  Michael  Rudman.  theatre 
director  and  producer.  5&  Sir 
Albert  SJoman.  former  Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor.  Essex  University,  76;  Sir 
Jocelyn  Stevens,  chairman.  Eng¬ 
lish  Heritage,  65;  Mr  A.W.  H. 
Stewart -Moore,  former  chairman. 
Gallaher.  82;  Lord  Wilson  of 
Tillyom,  62:  Mrs  Margaret 
Wright,  framer  dtief  commis¬ 
sioner.  The  Guide  Association.  S5. 


Receptions 

Prime  Minister 

The  Prime  Minister  was  the  host  at 
a  reception  held  yesterday  evening 
at  10  Downing  Street  for  the 
HesMt  Service. 

Saddlers’ Company 
Mr  Wflf  Price.  Master  of  the 
Saddlers’  Company,  presented 
prizes  to  the  winners  in  the  Soddy 
of  Master  Saddlers*  annual  sad¬ 
dlery  competition  at  a  reception 
held  last  night  at  Saddlers*  HalL 
The  winners  Here 
Class  1  and  best  In  comperitloo-  Ms 
Lucy  Batchelor;  Class  2.  Mr  Michael 
Peas  Class  3.  Mr  Neal  Gardiner: 
Classes  4  and  S.  Ms  Frances  Kelly; 
class  6.  MS  Klrety  Oxby:  Class  7.  Mr 
Jobn  McDonald  and  Class  a.  Ms 
Karen  Schlatter. 

Hie  London  Institute 
Mr  Julian  E.  Markham.  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  London  Institute,  and 
Sir  WQfiam  Stubbs,  Rector,  were 
the  hosts  at  receptions  held  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at  die 
Institute*  Gallery  at  65  Daria 
Street  London  Wl.  to  launch  the 
Institute*  Annual  Report  The 
guests  included:  Ambassadors. 
Members  of  Parliament  and  lead¬ 
ing  figures  from  the  worlds  of 
business,  education  and  art  and 
design. 

The  guests  also  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  preview  Foundations  For 
Fbrne  —  an  exhibition  which 
includes  work  by  eight  distin¬ 
guished  former  students:  Mr  Ste¬ 
phen  Farthing.  Mr  Dentil 
Forrester,  Miss  Nicola  Hicks.  Mr 
Zebedee  Jones.  Mr  Mike  Leigh. 
Mr  Ray  Markey,  Mr  Julian  Qpie 
and  Mr  Ben  Panting. 


Luncheons 

American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (UK) 

Sir  Brian  Caswell  President  of  the 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(UK),  was  in  the  chair  at  a 
luncheon  hdd  yesterday  at  One 
Whitehall  Place  in  honour  of  Lord 
SaaldiL 

TaBow  Chandlers*  Company 
Mr  C-A.  HoJborow,  Master  of  the 
Tallow  Chandlers*  Company,  pre¬ 
sented  the  company*  awards  to 
Giy  and  Guilds  Vocational  Edu¬ 
cation  Students  at  a  luncheon  hdd 
yesterday  at  Tallow  Chandlers' 
HalL  Miss  Prue  Leith  also  spoke. 


Service  dinner 

RN  College  Greenwich 
Commander  JJri-C.  Maughan, 
Commander  of  the  Royal  Naval 
College  Greenwich,  presided  at  a 
ladies  guest  night  dinner  held  last 
night  at  the  college.  Mr  Andrew 
Sadis,  accompanied  fay  Mrs 
Sachs,  was  the  principal  guest 

Dinners 

Fruiterers*  Company 
Alderman  Sir  Christopher  Coflest 
Representative  Lord  Mayra, 
accompanied  by  Lady  Collett  at¬ 
tended  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Fruiterers’  Company  held  last 
night  at  Mansion  House. 

Mr  Derek  TuEett.  Master,  pre¬ 
sided.  assisted  by  the  Wardens, 
and  presented  the  Matthew  Mack 
award  for  training  within  the  fruit 
industry  to  Mr  E.H.  Worraker, 
honorary  freeman.  Mr  R  A  Arooid 
and  Mr  D  Made  also  spoke.  Prince 
Khaled  aFSafaah.  the  Ambassador 
of  the  Netherlands,  the  Dean  of  St 
Paul*.  Mr  Justice  Bennett  and  Mr 
Y.  Matsuo  of  die  Embassy  of 
Japan  were  among  the  guests. 

City  and  Guilds  College 
Association 

Mr  Michael  Jeffries  was  the  guest 
of  honour  and  principal  speaker  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  die  City  and 
Guilds  College  Association  held 
test  night  at  Skinners'  Hafi.  Mr 
Bryan  Spooner  presided.  Lord 
Ironside  also  spake. 

Church  In  Wales 

Diocese  of  Uandaff 

The  Rev  Robert  Emlyn  Davies. 

Vicar  of  Cwmparc.  to  be  Vfcar  of 

Aberdare. 
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V  Forthcoming 
marriages 


Jennifer  Hirsch,  a  student  in  the  tropical  section  at  Kew,  with  a  cymbkinim  hybrid 

Kew  celebrates  with  orchids 


ByAianToogood 

HORTICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  annual  Kew  Ordiid  Festival, 
which  opens  today,  is  a  lavish 
display  of  more  than  3,000  plants. 
But  it  also  serves  to  highlight  the 
ordiid  conservation  work  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  world  undertaken 
by  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens. 

Kew  is  currently  helping  to 
protect  the  unique  wild  orchids  of 
Madagascar  which  are  under 
threat  from  illegal  collecting  and 
habitat  damage.  Hie  Orchid  Unit 
is  propagating  plants  from  seed 
donated  by  Madagascar  and 
resuming  seedlings  to  that  coun¬ 
try.  They  are  initially  being  grown 
in  iheTsmbazaza  botanical  garden 
but  it  is  hoped  that  flowers  wiD  be 
returned  to  the  wild  and  also 
produced  commercially  for  sale  to 
collectors  worldwide,  thereby 
reducing  collecting  in  the  wild. 

A  number  of  Madagascan  or¬ 
chids  wiD  be  on  view  during  the 
course  of  the  festival  foe  main 
displays  of  which  are  in  the 
Princess  of  Wales  Canservatoiy. 
The  Madagascan  Angraeam 


Church  news 

Appointments 

The  Rev  Dr  Anne  Dawtry.  Assis¬ 
tant  Curate.  Parkstone  St  IVter  w 
Branksea  and  St  Osmund  Team 
Ministry:  to  he  Chaplain  to 
Bournemouth  University  and 
Poole  College  of  Art  and  Design 
(Salisbury). 

The  Rev  Edward  Dixon,  Chaplain, 
HM  Prison.  Durham  (Durham): 
to  be  Chaplain.  HM  Prison. 
Addington  (Newcastle). 

The  Rev  Robert  Dixon.  Priest-in¬ 
charge,  Holy  Trinity.  South  wide 


Ebumeum,  a  moth-pollinated  or¬ 
chid  with  white,  green-spurred 
flowers,  can  be  seen  tn  the  troptrai 
section  of  die  conservatory. 

This  section  features  many  rare 
species  such  as  the  diminutive  red 
flowered  Phragmipedium  Btsseae 
from  Ecuador  plus  flamboyant 
cauleya,  phateenopsis  and  onrid- 
ftim  hybrids,  and  not  forgetting  a 
large  rampant  specimen  of  the 
vanilla  orchid  (the  source  of 
vanilla  flavouring)  which  is  carry¬ 
ing  seed  pods  and  promises  to 
flower  again  during  the  festivaL 
Another  display  in  the  tropical 
section  shows  how  orchids  have 
adapted  to  their  environment 
Sane  epitfrytic  orchids  produce 
aerial  roots  which  absorb  mois¬ 
ture  from  the  atmosphere:  otters 
produce  pseudobulbs  for  storing 
nutrients  and  water,  or.  have 
reduced  leaves  to  outbid  them  to 
combat  drought 
The  floral  display  area  of  the 
conservatory  contains  the  main 
selection  of  ordiid  faytaida  Here 
yellow  and  brown  ouddhims  are 
creating  a  bright  splash  of  colour 
among  the  pastel  shades  of 
cymbxliuna;  phateenopsis  (modi 
orchids)  and  miltonias.  -  ■ 


to  be  Rector  of  that  benefice 
(Durham). 

The  Rev  Fiona  Eltringham,  Chap¬ 
lain  to  HM  Young  Offender  In¬ 
stitution.  Casnngton,  Northum¬ 
berland  (Newcastle);  to  be 
Chaplain.  HM  Prison.  Durham 
(Durham). 

The  Rev  Malcolm  Fenwick.  Vicar, 
Riding  .  MflL  Priest-in-charge, 
Whittanstafl.  and  Rural  Dean  of 
Garbridge  (Newcastle):  now  also 
an  Honorary  Canon  of  Newcastle 
Cathedral 

The  Rev  William  Girard.  Rector, 


The  cool  temperate  section  also 
features  fine  displays  of  hybrid 
orchids  plus  a  fascinating  confec¬ 
tion  of  small  species  boused  is  a 
display  case.  These  include  the 
Australian  Dendrobium  Speo 
iosum  with  sprays  of  yetiow  ' 
flowers  and  Pterostytis  HUdae 
with  green  and  white  hooded 
flowers  which  temporarily  trap  . 
small  insects  for  the  purpose  of 
pollination. 

Displays  of  flower  arrange¬ 
ments  consisting  mainly  of  orchid 
blooms  can  be  seen  in  the  Wafer 
Lily  House  from  Ifebruaiy  22  until 
March  16.  They  will  be  staged  by 
tiie  Stuny  (Kent)  area  of  the  • 
National  Association  of  Flower 
Arrangement  Societies.  There  is 
also  a  new  exhibition  of orchid  ait '' 
in  the  Kew  Gardens  GaQery.  ?  •  | 

The  festival  at  the  Royal  ' 
Botanic  Gardens.  Kew.-  -west 
London,  runs  from  today  until  J 
March  31.  Entranoe  is  free  after  . 
admission  to  the  gardens,  which-* 
are  open  from  9  JO  am  to  5pm  , 
dafly.  (Glasshouses  dose  at  4.45.  ! 
pm).  For  information  on  festival  ' 
courses  and  lectures,  telephone  | 
01S  332  5626.  and  for  guided 
tours.  0181  332  5633.  I 


Balsham.  Priest-in -charge  West 
Wickham,  and  Rural  Dean  of 
Linton  (Ely):  to  be  also  an  Honor¬ 
ary  Canon  of  £fy  Cathedral 
The  Rev  Michael  Hampel  Assis- . 
tant  Curate,  imbed  benefice  of 
Whitworth  w  Spmnymoan  to  be 
Minor  Canon.  Precentor,  and 
Sacrist  at  Durham  Cathedral 
(Durham). 

The  Rev  Adrian  Hughes.  Vkax,  St 
Mary*.  Bdford,  St  Hflda*.- 
Lucker,  and  St  Maurice. 
EDingham;  to  be  also  Rural  Dean 
of  Bam  burgh  and  Gfendafe 
(Newcastle). 


Mr  MJ7.  DoW* 

ud  Mi»  K.  Lewi* 

•Hie  engagement  is  announoM 

betwrai  MaSew.  son  of  Sir 

Rkhaid  and  Lady  Dobbs,  of  Castle 

Dobbs.  Co  Antrim,  and  tote, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Peter 
Lews,  of  Kensington.  London. 

Mr  A-B.  Baines 

.aad  Mbs  HJJR.  Taylor  _ 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  son  of  the  tete 
Mr  Brian  Baines  and  of  Mis 
Raityc  of  Scarcroft,  Yorkshire 
and  Hermkme.  eldest  daughter  of 
Captain  and  Mrs  Stephen  Taylor, 
of  Rotate.  West  Sussex. 

Mr  T.C.  Briggs 
and  Ms  AJ.  Gabriel 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Thomas  Charles,  youn¬ 
gest  sen  of  Mr  and  Mia  Paul  W. 

/  Briggs,  of  Rochester.  New  York, 
and  Anna  Jane,  daughter  pf  Mr 
'and  Mr*  Brian  M efivy.  of 
WruxaH  North  Somerset 
.  Mr  S_LC*ttefi 
and  Miss  SJU.  Lee 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  youngest  son  of 
.  Mis  Jeaa.CatteB  and  the  late  Mr 
George  CatteB.  of  Kent,  and  Sarah 
(Rah),  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
.Aten  Lee.  ra  Sussex.  _ 

Mr  W.T.  Cross 
and  Miss  L.V.  Bcmnnra 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Tfrnodiy,  son  of  Mr 
/Michael  Cites,  of  Hove.  East 
Sussex,  and  Mrs  JDl  Croxs.  of 
■Newton  Borers,  Devon,  and 
.  Louise;. daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
;Paul  Benzimra.  -of  Lodsworth. 
West  Sussex. 

MrJJHLB- deVtvnot 
and  Mas  CjGJV:  Odhoa 
The'  engagement  is  announced 
betweoi  James,  son  of  Mr  Brands 
de  Vivenot  of  Mkkflebum, 
Northumberland,  and  Mrs 
Frances  de  Vivenot,  of  Mari- 
’  borough. .  Wiltshire;  and  CM. 
daughter  of  Mr  George  Odium 
and  Mrs  Virginia  Alexander,  of 
Saint  Lada.  West  Indies. 
CapCamHXF.Ddfable.REME. 

;  and  Captain  VA  Gayer.  RADC 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Hamish,  eldest  sen  of  Mr 
ami  Mis  Graham  Dobbie,  of 
Edinburgh*  and  Victoria,  eldest 
danghwr  of  Mr  and  Mis  John 
Gayer,  of  Kenfcy.  Sumy. 

Mr  J.H.  Eaton 
and  Miss  S.  Everett 
The  engagemon  is  announced  - 
between  James,  son  of  Mr  and. 
Mrs  John  Eaton,  of -Bacton,  Nor¬ 
folk.  and  Sally,  daughter  of  Mr 
John  Everett;  of  WafeMe,  Leicester¬ 
shire,  and  Mrs  John  Palmer,  of 
Bexhill  an  Sea.  East  Sussex. 

Mr  S.E.N.  Henry 

and  Miss  FUJI  Marsh  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Sean,  youngest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Rfthaia  Henry,  of 
Pfrbrighc  Surrey,  and  Harriet 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Brian  Marsh.  rf  Bramshott, 
Hampshire  ‘ 

•Mr  HP-  Higgs 

and  Mias  KJ.  l#fc  Cameron  *  ■ 
The  engagement  is  announced ; 
between  Roger,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
:  Peter  Higgs,  of  Driffield,  York¬ 
shire  and  Katherine,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  John  Lyle  Cameron, 
of  Newton  St  Margarets. 
Herefordshire. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Thomas  Ma&hus. 
economist  and  demographer. 
Rookery.  Sumy,  1766;  Chris¬ 
topher  Shots,  .pioneer  of  the 
typewriter,  .  Mooresburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  109;  Hank  Harris, 
writer.  Galway,  I8S6. 

DEATHS:  King'  Richard  H 
reigned  1377-99.  murdered  at 
Pontefract  Castle.  HQO;  John  Had¬ 
ley,  pioneer  of  (he  sextant.  East 
Barnet.  Hertfanishire.  1744;  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Cook,  explorer,  mur¬ 
dered  by  natives.  Hawaii,  1779: 
Henry  Mandstey.-invmtar  of  the 


MrS  Mrs  Mh*  Hughs* 

SBSwSS  w* Isabena* 

California. 

MrSJJo*n»tm 

and  Miss  LJ.  HE  _ _ , 

The  engagement  is  announce: 
between  Simon,  son 
Mis  OJL  Johnson,  of  Norm 
WeaJd.  Essex,  and 
dau^ater’of  Mr  G.  HBLrf 
Bar.  and  Mrs  M.  H2L  ctf  St 

Albans. 

MrCJR.  Jowrtt 

and  Mbs  VJ.  ’  , 

The  engagement  is  announce 
between  Christopher,  dder  son  of 
Dr  and  Mis  Roger  Jowett  ot 

Salisbury,  Wilishire,  and  Vfctrare 

elder  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mn; 

%SSg&FiJ>  wSft 

Gtouoestershire. 

MrCK-P-  McCready 
and  Miss  CV.  Foss 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  son  of  the 
late  Wing  Commander  and  Mrs 
ILA.Nl  McCready,  of  Bangor. 
Northern  Ireland,  and  Carotae. 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Arthur 
Ffass,  of  Akfeburgh.  Suffolk. 

Mr  AJ>.  NIMock 
and  Mias  SJL  Jemungs 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ashky.  son  of  the  late  Mr 
Leonard  Nibkxk  and  of  Mrs 
Cynthia  Nfblocfc,  of  Ojvenoy.  and 
Susan,  daughter  of  Mr  Alien 
Jennings,  of  Fresno,  California, 
and.  of  Mrs  Joan  Hetrick,  of 
CferoariUo,  CaHfomia. 

Mr  P.E.  Oliver 

and  Mite  FJD.  Korney 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Paul  sen  of  the  late  Mr 

and  Mrs  John  R.  Oliver,  and 

Fiona,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr  and 

Mr*  Nicholas  G.  Kenney. 

■  Mir  SJ.  Pearson 
and  MissEJ.  Clancy 

■  The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  stepson  of  Mr 
John  Sinks  and  son  of  Mrs  Binks, 
of  Swindon,  Wiltshire  and  Emma, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Charles 
Clancy,  of  MIU  Green.  Essex 
Mr  J.L-Sage 

and  Miss  SLG  Priest 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Chtbn^her  Sage,  of 
Esher.  Surrey,  and  Samantha, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mrs 
Penelope  Priest,  of  Litdewarth. 
West  Sussex  and  the  late  Mr 
Gordon  M.  Priest  - 
Mr  RM.  Tapp  '  , 
and  MBss  S.ML  Kffly 
The  enngonenr  is  announced 
between  Robin,  srai  of  Mr  and  Mrs 

Martin  Tappi  of  St  Nkho(a*«t-’ 
Wade,  Thanet.  Kent,  and  Susan, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  Terence 
Kdfy.  of  Drogheda.  County  Louth, 
Ireland.  -  ( 

MrSJJ.Woodhaim.  FRCS, 
and  Dr  CCJ.  Duzraut 
The  engagement  b  announced 
betweoi  Snoon.  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Raymond  Woodhams,  of 
West  Dean.  East  Sussex,  and 
Chariotte.  daughter  of  Dr  Jffl 
Durrani,  of  Begbroke.  Oxford- 
shire.  mid  the  tele  Dr  Kdth 
DuzranL 


metal  lathe.  London.  1831;  William 
Sherman.  Union  General  in  (lie 
American  Civil  War,  New  York. 
1891;  Sir  Pelham  (P.G.)  Wode- 
house.  writer.  New  Yoric.  1975;  Sir 
Jnhan  Huxley,  biologist,  London, 
1973;  Frederick  (Fritz)  Lorwe,  com¬ 
poser,  Pahn  Springs.  1988. 
London*  Great  Ormond  Street 
Hospital  for  Children  admitted  its 
first  patient,  1852. 

Maitnni  began  regular  broadcast 
fog'  transmissions  from  Essex, 
1922. 

The  St  Valentine*  Day  massacre 
took  {dace  in  Chicago.  1929. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  4£l  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


m*  Creator  of  tbe  Vatnaaw, 


«ob  pal  fate  Jaws  above  aveev 
aj^nfedtaitocaew 

BIRTHS 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


UTCNBHkMB-CtaMa 
reman  iw  at  Lonertflin 
fr»rtrt«rti#  Ckareh, 
auclmtu.  Leslie  <tbefl 
Major  Boyal  Araoand 
Cave)  to  Maf.  Nov  IMng  la 


VWCLMI  -  Donald  and  Dotot&T 
congniaiatkas  on  tout 
Golden  Weadhm  today,  lore 
lion  an  On  lanlly. 


DEATHS 


MimM  -  On  Febrnny  6th  at 
Tbe  Ponlend  Hoipud.  to 
Georgina  (&£•  BoUmob) 
and  CtawUo  -  Hrtae  -  beottier 

ana  ristn  for  Clara  _ 

HAXDMO  -  On  Janauy  30x6  i 

1997,  to  EBBM  (ate  Aiom  •  Jacob,  died  26tb 
DnnenU)  and  UcJuud.  a  tataazj  1997  ee  e  result  of  a 

daughter.  9*nn>  Cory  Boca,  traffic  accident  la  Spein. 

—  _  __  . _ _  neatly tored eon nteUxaasa 

HARRSS  -  On  poom  30tH  uncle  or  Oliver.  Greatly 
1997,  to  Vtagtata  (tee  Sleep) 
and  Edmond,  a  con, 

Sebastian  Edmtuid 
GhmiaMiaQ, 

JACK  -  On  Mmxm  tOtbtt  St 


DEATHS 


Adopted  dmntnt  of  Mile 
(Dean)  and  Arnold  Dnnbar 

Sattn  raraA.  on  Sander  9<n 

Febraary  1997  aged  97. 
Fnneral  arrangements 
p^>ue_ telephone  (01282) 

DUMSTAM  -  H  oriel  Desbee 
aned  85  ream  at  QmtAQ 
RW>  HoeplteJ  on  7iu 
FOteeary  1997.  Sn&y mtaMd 

liy  htT  family  m)  fukiu^s, 

Fuad  Jerrluo  at  Cnlrtei  i 
Green  Cttnamtun  Friday 
21st  Febraeiy  at  1A5  pm. 


htotfwr  for  Oeiamtlue. 

VCOHOIt  -  On  Jumy  2«t*i  at 
Tbe  Portland  Ho*  pi  tax.  to 
Iase*  and  Patricia  ol 
Lerington  HA.  a  dan^ites; 
2p|  ^pihupnij  ■  ifiDBC  for 
CfcartOT  and  Lake. 

STEWART-UblKTY  -  On 
Fabrnary  6th,  to  Haxy 
Campbell  and  Xicbara 
Stmran -Liberty,  »  flaogbtec. 
Lama  Bose,  a  Pftei  for  Knby 


the 

TAXER  .  (to  12th  Febraary. 

1997  at  Chamonix  Mont 

Blanc  Hospital.  Fiance^  to 

gro 

Emma  Cate  Matanbea)  aad 
John  a  beautiful  daughter. 

StlK 

GHqdc. 

1 

WAHRBI  -  0a  8th  Febraary 

.1997,  to  C3orta»  aad  8a  rail 

As  i 

(nit  Mather),  a  son, 
Alexander  Fbriay.  Fzabe  God 

hav 

from  whom  all  blessing* 
flow. 

ivafi  -  On  Frtua*ry  9th  1997, 
to  feanna  (nte  BnX>  and 
Cbrfstopbre  a  earn  Lake;  a 
brother  tor  Max. 

WOOD  -  Oa  3rd  Febraary 
1997,  to  Carhy  and  Menard, 
a  son,  Aanva. 


Gathlac's  Cbarch,  Market 
Deeping  on  Friday  21at 
Mnvj  at  2  pm  fallowed 
by  u  ana  Pen  (mDy  oafal 
Family  flower*  only, 
dona  bom  in  Urn  foe  Tbe 
British  Heart  Foondatianc/o 
F  nnezal  Srrrlcet,  4 


BSLOfF  -  Kara  on  February 
12th  panned  wr;  peeceftiHy 
after  a  Short  Glnets.  M neb 
loved  sister  and  afatev-ba- 
br,  balored  aont  and  pat- 
anat,  aad  dear  friend  to 
many.  Fanerel  at  1  pm 
Sunday  16th  Febraary  at 
Bnabay  fewitb  Cematmy.  AU 
welcome.  No  Dom  plama 

OBManS-rartebrnatT  12th, 

Gilbert  Bdtnerd  Jane 
OmentaLLA  of  tbe  HUMle 
Temple,  aged  SI  years, 
formerly  Common 

CotmcDiee  of  Tbe  Oxy  of 
London.  Sadly  missed  by 
Aaae,  Valerie.  Wary, 
Heraione  aad  Rtgluld. 
Funeral  Carries  at  tbe 
Temple  Qhmeh  at  3  pa  em 
Tneirley  MiWy  18Kb.  Mo 
flower*.  Donations,  if 
desired,  to  the  Briiiah  Bean 
foundation  or  the  ZSFK. 
Enquiries  to  Krnyon,  74 
Soebester  Bead.  London 
Stn.  (01713  83+4624, 


AUee  Hospice;  r-*— 
HUTCHISON  -  Oa  10th 
Febmarr.  saddealy  la 
hospital.  David  Gtstgt 
Mancrirff.  aped  74.  Btfoied 
lm> head  of  Hea  Funeral 
eaqiiUles  cte  L  Fmfape  4 
Son.  afe  COJ797>  25C3I6. 


LEWIS  -  Henry  Get h In  oa 
February  13th  1997,  tbe 
trasbaod^of  Bridge^  (teti. 

end  emndfatber  of  Batary 
aad  AtomL  Fmaeml  Santee 


t  ^WedwrsSy'  ^"iPtb 
tanary  at  1L30  am.  No 


V'Hm  'KvVa 


MMn  -  On  12th  Febraary 
Imwntil.  beloeed  wife  of 
Peter  aad  mother  of  Belinda 
and  Haary.  Faaeral  at  St 
James*  Church,  gamed  tn. 
Tbnxsdey  Fltmitf  20th  at 
12  aooa.  Family  flower* 
only.  Dona  Hons  if  rttdwd 
for  St  James'  Church, 
tamsdna,cfa  Omea  h  Co.  21 
High  Street.  Eyaeham, 


I  -  taobel,  widow  of  I 


ion,  aged  61.  Beloeed 
buabaad  of  Be  try.  lotteg 
father,  grandfather  aad 
Biem  gmdal  Service  fat  St 
Chad’s.  Far  Headlngley, 
Leeds  Id,  oa  Wednesday 
19th  Febnasy  at  12  aoea, 
followed  by  private 
rrsmaHnn.  Family  flowers 
only.  Doaadoae,  tfdasfmd  tn 
Urn  Made  Chfi*  Footethm. 

MUDOMS  -  BCOM*i>CM) 
of  Gnat  Waahbonrae.  Cm, 
on  12th  Febmry  1997  after 
a  short  mnen  Math  loved 
father,  grandfather  aad 
great’Sxaadfatbn.  Faaeral 
Saxrice  at  12  aoea  da  FrMay 
21st  Febcamy  1997  at  St 
Petal's,  DwAbletoa,  aear 
Evesham,  Wares.  Family 
Coweta  wdy-  Ihmatlwi*  to 
CBisnioste  do  X  Sweet  A 
Sob,  Tewfeesboiy.  (0166«7 
293  ISO. 

MITCHeiL-IIIIISS  -  On 
Fehsuaiy  11th  3997  Andrew, 
Moved  son  of  Ottrtee  aad 
Patsy  aad  much  loved 
bother  ol  Itaos.  Fnaeml 
Service  la  Eton  College 
Ctapd  oa  Whansedy  19th 
Febraary  at  2J5  pm, 
followed  by  laniatsi  at 
Eton  Wick  Cbacchyard. 
!>HaMl»  to  X.  ajugi— t  A 
S<m  comz)  &20061 

MOORE  -  Boo.  Widow  of 
Qemtl  Sir  Rodney  Moore 
OCK*  KCB.  CM.  I»a  PM», 
limiefslli  im  ITT-*-  rsbrssi  f 
at  ms  Bone,  Earn  Xaoyla. 
Faaeral  nt  St  ihigmfs, 
Wmba,  at  2-30  pm  oa 
Wtdaesary  2dth  Fehraszy. 
Family  nowera  only. 
DgaMkms  to  SUM. 


David,  Patrick.  XodeUse  aad 
Katharine,  bis  '  eleven 


fLiMi  ;P:>TPSjP^f 


Mm 


r»*Tt.f  <• a.'yr;*  >th 


SeddenZy  tn 
brasty  12th 


MUSICAL 

instruments 


boapial  on  Febraay  12th 
after  a  short  tones*.  Deariy 
beloved  wife  of  Justs,  mach 
loved  motbo-  and  mother-  in¬ 
law  of  Jells  and  David. 
Service  and  cremation  at 
Hotel  Life  Wood 


THANKSGIVING  TICKETS  FOR  SALE  FOR  SALE  - 

services  i1  5sa  aaae 

-  —  — . -  ■  - - - .  AIL  CONCmna.  Dmtn  and  1W  1MB  -  Iftl-UN  MW  —  - 

aaamtaB  Iiwo  wrthWIM  ’  tjMrearaOaMa  Snail  i  !>■  ran  ■■W^reBBraMBmi 
SHERWXLL  -  A  Service  of  tflTlvaa  389S  ItaomVSO  .wwvrion  .  amo  *  SumWjir.  fMMOS  for  awn  Mimfe.  hi 
ThaaksglvlM  for  Breads  M94  .  Pi*-.  Oiax-Ahs  das 

*^rss&JBS£S  -^Q°-  -  ^  s^saraw 


at  St  Kstbaxlae’s  Church,  f  ah  tteWcaeao  oun  atoa 
EaockhoU.  BenL  AUnKHSiatef 

-  MBn.C.1 


Thtuedsy  Febraary  20th  at 
12  noon.  Frailly  flowers  only 
pleas*.  Donation*  for  St 
Lake*  Hospice  may  be  sent 
to  Alfced  Denham  9  Sen  Ltd. 
Ateral  Ofaactars.  6d  Shape 
Hilt  Lane,  Droaflald, 
Sheffield  S18  6 LG  (tel: 
01244  2962053. 


hcQXanxfceCBto- 
o  Us  conegaas  at 
•d  at  home  on  8th 
flora d 
dear 


IN  MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


three  yasa*  ago  to-day.  So 
very  dearly  loved  aad 

remembered  this  day  sad  man*  MOOTED  For  aU  n*e 
•wry  day-  Bdwaad.  IWn»  rater  mean.  Beat 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


aeanaa.  ABTA  are 


BIRTHDAYS 


M*  •  owj  tml  Barr  the 


WINTER  SPORTS 


TICKETS 


loved  grandpa  of  Helen, . 

Andrew,  tala,  Jamie  aad  |  SERVICES 
Jonathan.  For  fanerel  damn*  1 
vimm  ran  01732  763476. 


NKBRjOCK  -  Gilbert  Freak 
on  beloved  hwhand  of 


•-‘fjC  • !"! ' 1 ' 

£ 

Pure  ay  Vela  «*VieiwtoHi»ei  eo 
Tboreray  20ih  TeWnmiy  at 
12J5  pm.  Family  flowers 
only  please.  Dotation*.  If 
dobed,  to  Tbe  hddafa  Been 
Fooadadore  14  nshaidtag* 

Street,  londnn  W1B  4SB- 

WUOHT  -  FeaeefalXy  oa  |  'WANTED 
TBesday  Febraary  11th 
1997  at  KOyal  Infirmary, 

Edletaugh.  The  leearead 
trtlllaia  Ctone  Aagastas 
Wright,  USE,  QSC,  BD. 
formerly  loyal  Army 
Chaplains*  Deportment. 

Service  at  Warriatoa 
Crematariam  Main  Oagtl 
oa  Monday  17th  Febraary  at 
2  pra  to  wwb  ati  fdaads  am 
Invited.  Flpware  may  be  it 
*o  wpaaa  Fuses  Fcnexal 
Otrectom,  106  Whitehoa se 
Loan  Mtebragb. 


FOR  SALE 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


HUFF*  -  There  wtU  be  a 
Ifawifwiil  Serrloe  for  HAL. 
Odppa  CBE  DSO  ID  OC  on 
Monday  3m  March  1997  is 
Temple  Chtrck,  Temple, 
toorina  at  6  pw. 


01“  1  935  56<2  \\\  j 
,r> 7 5 1  45 1“  6l!5 


I'-li.ll.  n.H..U.,l..ll.::11  :l  1  I 


HEALTH &FITNESS 


THE^lfeTiMES 
Lo^ongtoseilyour 
antiques;  briDarhrac 

titotritureoraity 

memorabilia? 

no  further. 


Jim  sftr  &  pdvrn,  aba**  «jy. 

Toptoreroteadverisen^gj—^ 


^  FEBRUARY  14 1997 
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JOHN  HORNER 


General 

o£^rH^ 

W64-7a?cdon^Si 

H  aged  85.  Hewasbonf 
on  November  5. 1911. 


I  fje  Fire  Brigades  TJiuon 
™as  weak  when  Jack. 
Homer  was  first  elected 

to  lead  it  in  1939.  within  a 

year  rt  was  expanding  at  a 
rapid  rate.  Th§  London  Blitz 
was,  making  heavy  demands 
on  firefighters.  Brigades,  con¬ 
stantly  in  action,  were  braving 
dangers  and  incurring  casual¬ 
ties  which  matched  those  of 
many  a  military  unit  in  battle. 
Despite  sleepless  nights 
Homer  dealt  with  these  emer¬ 
gencies  with  calm  efficiency 
and.  when  the  war  was  over, 
continued  to  preside  over  the 
business  of  the  union  for  some 
twentyyears. 

In  his  subsequent  career  as 
a  politician,  however.  Homer 
did  Dot  meet  with  the  same 
long-term  success.  When  his 
career  as  an  MP  terminated 
abruptly  he  was  forced  to 
retire,  though  he  still  had 
much  to  contribute. 

The  son  of  an  illiterate 
labourer,  John  Homer  grew 
up  in  the  solidly  working-class 
London  borough  of  Waltham¬ 
stow.  Chi  leaving  a  local  school 
he  became  a  merchant  sea¬ 
man.  made  several  voyages  to 
South  America,  and  qualified 
as  a  second  mate. 

After  a  few  years  he  came 
ashore  and  joined  the  Rue 
Service  in  London.  He  soon 
became  active  in  the  Fire 
Brigades  Union,  then  a  weak 
union  enrolling  only  a  minor¬ 
ity  of  firemen.  In  1939  he  was 
chosen  to  be  general  secretary 
at  the  early  age  of  28.  He  had 


no  office  and  no  telephone. 

Only  ^  year  later,  with  the 
London.  Blitz.  Homer  found 
himseff  at  tbe  head  of  a  rapidly 
expanding  organisation.  He‘ 
had  to  cope  with  countless 
emergencies  as  well  as  with 
die  training  of  recruits  to  the 
waxtime  Auxiliary  fire  Ser¬ 
vice,  among  them  the  poet 
Stephen  Spender. 

As  the  war  went  on.  he  spent 

much  of  his  time  dashing 
between  rides  which  >ri*H  been 
severely  damaged  in  air  raids. 
He  saw  little  of  his  wife -Pat 
whom  he  had  married  in  1936. 
She  and'  their  two  young 
daughters  found  refuge  in 
Oxford,  which  fortunately  was 
never  bombed. 

In  1945,  like  others  inspired 
by  Soviet  resistance  to  Hitler. 
Homer  joined  the  Communist 
Party.  It  was  a  step  he  came  to 
regret,  particularly  as  he  had 
been  offered  a  nomination  as  a 
Labour  candidatein  the  antici¬ 
pated  general  election.  Had  he 
found  a  place  with  Michael 
Foot  and  Barbara  Castle  in  the 
remarkable  Labour  intake  of 
1945,  his  life  would  have  taken 
a  different  turning.  Instead,  he 
devoted  the  next  two  decades 
to  the  union  and  to  changes  in 
the  Fire  Service. 

That  service  is  proud  of  its 
democratic  structure,  with 
promotion  through  the  ranks 
to  the  very  top,  and  no  room 
for  the  superannuated  politi¬ 
cians  or  generals  who  became 
chairmen  of  other  nationalised 
industries.  Homer  established 
excellent  relations  with  Chief 
Fire  Officers  in  the  ories  and 
counties,  who  had  manned  the 
hoses  as  he  had. The  emphasis 
of  the  work  was  turning  to  fire 
prevention;  old  buildings  woe 
overhauled  to  ensure  safety, 
the  architects  of  new  buildings 
consulted  fire  experts,  and  a 


stringent  code  of  new  regula¬ 
tions  came  into  force-  Horner 
made  himself  an  oepert  in  the 
developing  techniques  and  a 
relentless  opponent  of  cost- 
’cuiting  and  carelessness.  We 
shall  newer  know  how  many 
people  owe  him  their  lives.  . 

Meanwhile,  he  was  a  valued 
asset  to  the  Communist  Party 
and  a  member  of  its  executive 
committee.  Bui  he  grew  in¬ 
creasingly  critical  of  the  par¬ 
ty's  efforts  '  to  dictate  the 
policies  of  unions  in  which  it 
had  influence,  as  well  as  of  the 
subordination  of  Communist 


parties  in  the  West  to  the 
interests,  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  suppression  of  the  Hun¬ 
garian  uprising  in  1956  was 
the  fast  straw.  Horner  left  the 
CP,  taking  with  him  all  the 
other  Conmninists  in  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  FBU. 

His  political  activity  was 
now  in  the  Left  of  the  Labour 
Party  and  especially  in  die 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disar¬ 
mament  after  its  foundation  in 
1958.  He  decided  at  last  to  go 
info  Parliament  was  selected 
for  the  Oldbury  and 
Halesowen  constituency  in  the 


Birmingham  area,  and  won  it 
in  the  1964  and  1966  elections. 
His  closest  friend  —  they 
shared  a  Westminster  flat  — 
was  Norman  Buchan,  also  an 
ex-Communisf  and  a  CND 
campaigner.  However,  while 
Buchan  briefly  held  junior 
office  in  Harold  Wilson's  Gov¬ 
ernment  Homer  did  not  ad¬ 
just  himself  easily  to 
parliamentary  politics. 

In  1970  Wilson  was  ejected 
from  Downing  Sheet  and 
Homer  from  the  Oldbury 
seat  He  ascribed  this  to  his 
lade  of  wisdom  in  canvassing 


on  the  afternoon  when  the  \ 
voters  were  watching  West  \ 
Bromwich  Albion  in  the  Cup  1 
Final.  But  at  a  more  serious  1 
levd,  he  was  a  casualty  of  the  1 
racist  tide  which  swept  the  \ 
West  Midlands  in  the  wake  of  I 
Enoch  Powell's  “Rivers  of  1 
Blood”  speech-  Homer  could  1 
not  return  to  the  FBU,  which  1 
had  a  new  leadership  drawn  i 
from  a  younger  generation, 
and  he  never  tried  to  return  to 
-  Westminster.  Still  under  60. 
he  was  forced  into  retirement 

However,  it  was  an  active 
and  on  “the  whole  enjoyable  , 
retirement  In  1967  be  pub-  . 
fished  a  book.  Studies  in 
Industrial  Democracy,  and 
later  he  started  an  autobiogra¬ 
phy.  but  halted  it  when  he  felt 
it  overlapped  with  a  history  of 
the  FBU.  Always  a  voracious 
reader,  he  acquired  an  impres¬ 
sive  knowledge  of  literature 
and  history  and  also  became  a 
good  amateur  painter. 

He  and  his  wife  Pat  made 
their  home  in  Herefordshire, 
within  driving  distance  of 

•  Oldbury,  and  when  he  had 
leisure  he  was  an  impeccable 
guide  to  the  castles,  churches 
and  village  inns  of  the  Welsh 
borders.  . 

Homer'S  last  years  were 
:  lonety.  The  death  ofhis  wife  in 
1994*  ending  58  years  of  a  dose 
and  rewarding  marriage,  was 
a  severe  blow.  Of  their  two 
daughters  Rosalind  held  a 
position  with  an  overseas  dev¬ 
elopment  agency  and  was 
often  abroad  and  Carol  was 
confined  to  a  wheelchair  after 
a  car  accident  His  dose 
friend.  Norman  Buchan,  had 

•  also  died  in  1990;  and  few  of 
Homer's  friends  lived  near  to 
his  home  in  Ross  on  Wye. 
Those  who  mourn  his  death 
also  know  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  live  longer. 


BOHUMIL  HRABAL 


BohmnO  HrabaL  Czech 
novelist  and  short  stoiy 
writer,  died  after  foiling 
from  thefiftbnoor 
windowof#  Prague 
hospital  on  February  3 
aged  82.  He  was  bora  in 
Brno  on  March  28, 1914. 


SINCE  he  did  not  begin 
writing  until  he  was  almost 
fifty,  the  creative  career  erf 
Bohumil  Hrabal  coincided 


recalls  Haiek.  Time  has 
moved  on:  the  collapsing 
Austro-Hungarian  Empire 
has  given  way  to  the  death- 
throes  of  the  Nazi  regime  in 
Czechoslovakia  as  the  Rus¬ 
sians  approach  its  eastern 
horder&  But  the  ingredients  of 
hilarity  and  absurdity  are 
there.. 

Yet  EtrabaPs  anti-hero,  the 
assistant  station  master  MflaS 
Hrma,  is  no  mere  copy  of 


very  largely  with  the  period  of..  .  HaSek’s  Lord  of  Misrule,  the 
the  Communist  regime  in  '  Good  Soldier  §vqk,  a  man for 
Czechoslovakia.  Yet  his  sub-  whom  the  laughter  simotv 


Czechoslovakia.  Yet  his  sub¬ 
versiveness  is  not  simply  a 
matter  of  protest  against  that 
particular  form  of  totalitarian¬ 
ism.  Rather  it  is  the  age-old 
revolt  of  the  Czech  spirit 
against  any  form  of  foreign 
domination,  a  tendency  which 
reaches  back  to  the  Middle 
Ages. 

It  is  a  subversiveness 
Hrabal  shares  with  his  great 
compatriot  Jaroslav  HaSek, 
whose  keen  sense  of  the  absur¬ 
dity  of  attempting  to  impose 
bureaucratic  order  on  the 
fundamental  unruliness  of  the 
human  spirit  he  shares. 

His  masterpiece,  the  novel  A 
Close  Watch  an  the  Trains 
{1965,  tr  196S),  in  many  ways 


whom  the  laughter  simply 
never  stops.  Hrma  Is  assailed 
by  doubts  on  levels,  notably 
fear  of  sexual  failure  and  the 
ridicule  it  will  bring.  His 
progress  through  fife  is  always 
in  danger  of  being  cut  short 
before  his  potential  can  be 
realised.  There  is  a  poignancy 
in  his  final  achievement  of  a 
heroic  resolve  which  leads 
him  cm  a  suicidal  mission  to 
blow  up  a  German  ammuni¬ 
tion  train. 

The  book  appeared  during  a 
period  of  comparative  thaw 
and  gave  rise  to  tbe  film 
Closely  Observed  .Twins 
(1966).  *by  the  writer-director 
Jiri  MenzeJ,  with  wham 
Hrabal  cooperated  closely  on 


the  screenplay.  The  film  won 
an  Oscar  in  1967  as  the  best 
foreign  film,  and  suddenly 


Hrabal  had  a  reputation  in  the 
West  A  translation  of  his 
novel  into  English  became  an 
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immediate  priority,  and  ap¬ 
peared  the  following  year. 

Though  bom  in  Brno, 
Bohumil  Hrabal  was  largely 
raised  in  Nymburk.  20  miles 
northeast  of  Prague,  where  his 
father  was  a  brewery  manag¬ 
er.  After  leaving  school  he 
began  to  study  law  at  Charles 
University,  Prague.  But  in 
March  1939  the  Germans 
occupied  Prague,  completing 
the  rape  of  Czechoslovakia 
they  had  begun  the  previous 
October,  in  the  wake  of  the 
Munich  betrayal.  It  was  a 
grim  time  for  intellectuals. 
Czechoslovakia’s  leading  writ¬ 
er,  Karel  Capek,  had  just  died 
in  his  forties,  his  heart  it  was 
said,  “pierced  by  the  ferrule  of 
Chamberlain's  umbrella”. 
More  pertinently,  as  far  as 
H cabal’s  studies  were  con¬ 
cerned,  the  Nazis  dosed  the 
country's  universities. 

During  the  war  years 
Hrabal  worked  on  the  rail¬ 
ways,  which  gave  him  the  wry 
insights  into  the  running  of 
the  country's  railroad  network 
during  wartime  that  were  to 
form  much  of  tbe  background 
to  A  Close  Watch  on  the 
Trains. 

In  1946  he  completed  his 
studies  at  Charles  University 
i  with  a  doctorate,  but  he  was 
never  to  practise  as  a  lawyer. 
By  1948  Czechoslovakia's  brief 
period  of  postwar  liberty  was 
at  an  end.  Again  the  country 
was  no  place  for  intellectuals 
with  any  moral  rectitude. 
Hrabal  worked  successively 
as  a  travelling  salesman,  in  a 
steelworks  and  in  a  ware¬ 
house.  Finally  he  took  a  job  as 
a  stagehand,  thus  inching  his 
way  slowly  towards  a  career 
in  literature  to  which,  in  the 
1960s,  he  devoted  himself  ex¬ 
clusively. 

The  thaw  which  was  to 
develop  into  the  liberalising  of 
the  “Prague  Spring”  of  1968 
was  by  then  under  way.  In 
1963  Hrabal  had  a  short  story. 
Little  Pearl  on  the  Bottom, 
published,  and  it  met  a 
favourable  reception  from  co¬ 
gnoscenti.  The  Czech  film 
industry  was  also  benefiting 
from  the  new.  liberal  climate 
and  some  of  his  stories  were 
filmed  as  shorts  by  the  coun¬ 
try's  “new  wave"  film-makers. 


STEPHEN 

FITZ-SIMON 


Stephen  FtoSunon, 
founder  of  the  Biba 
boutique,  died  on 
January  16  aged  99.  He 
was  born  on  March  5, 
1937. 


With  the  translation  of  A 
Close  Watch  an  the  Trains 
onto  celluloid  in  1966  and  the 
filming  of  the  collection  of 
short  stories.  Pearls  of  the 
Deep,  in  1968  Hrabal 's  reput¬ 
ation  became  an  international 
one.  But  the  enlightened  re¬ 
gime  which  had  made  this 
artistic  flowering  possible  was 
shortly  to  be  brutally  sup¬ 
pressed.  In  August  1968  War¬ 
saw  feet  troops  invaded  the 
country  and  the  liberal  experi¬ 
ment  of  Alexander  Dubcek 
was  at  an  end. 

A  purge  of  Czech  culture 
that  ensued.  All  Hrabafe 
work  was  banned  and  the 
entire  editions  of  two  of  his 
unpublished  books  which 
were  stfll  at  the  printers  were 
destroyed.  Thereafter,  for 
eight  years,  his  works  were 
circulated  only  in  typewritten 
samizdat  editions.  In  1975  he 
gave  an  interview  to  a  literaiy 
magazine  in  which  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  express  some  sup-  1 
port  for  the  Husak  regime. 
This  led  to  a  partial  lifting  of 
the  ban  on  publishing  his 
works  and  foe  printing  of 
some  rather  conventional  ma¬ 
terial  was  permitted.  But  it 
bore  little  relation  to  die 
unexpurgated  texts  which 
were  circulating  in  secret. 

After  the  “Velvet  Revolu¬ 
tion”  of  1989  Hrabal  was 
criticised  for  what  had  been 
seen  as  a  capitulation  to  the 
Communist  regime.  But  he 
continued  to  be  a  popular 
writer,  his  books  selling  in 
Czechoslovakia  in  their  thou¬ 
sands.  A  collection  of  short 
stories.  The  Death  of  Mr 
Baldsber^er ,  which  appeared 
in  Britain  in  1977,  was  in  fact 
earlier  work,  having  appeared 
in  Czechoslovakia  in  1966.  A 
rambling,  stream-of-con- 
sdousness  commentary  on  tbe 
state  of  die  world  bad  been 
emerging  from  Czech  presses 
since  the  late  1980s. 

In  old  age  Hrabal  loved  to 
frequent  the  Prague  bars  and 
was  a  familar  sight  in  his 
favourite,  the  Golden  Tiger. 
He  enjoyed  a  glass  of  beer 
with  President  Clinton  during 
the  latter's  visit  to  the  dty  in 
1994. 

His  wife  died  in  1988;  there 
are  no  survivors. 


ATEMPLE  to  all  that  was  hip 
in  the  swinging  Sixties,  the 
Biba  boutique  in  Loudon's 
Kensington  was  the  brain-, 
child  of  Stephen  Rtz-Simon 
and  Barbara  Hulanicki.  She 
was  tiie  stylist,  he  was  tbe 
business  brain:  together  they 
sent  the  established  world  of 
fashion  retail  into  a  spin.  They 
offered  cut-price  glamour  and 
disposable  glitz:  slinky  skirts 
and  feather  boas,  long  suede 
boots  and  sequinned  jackets. 
The  Biba  girl  was  an  embodi¬ 
ment  of  the  spirit  of  her  age. 

Born  in  Surbiton  the  son  of 
a  motor  engineer,  Stephen 
Charles  Rtz-Simon  was  edu¬ 
cated  by  Jesuits  at  Beaumont 
College.  But  he  was  to  retain 
few  characteristics  of  this  con¬ 
ventional  upbringing — except 
perhaps  his  laconic  drawL  On 
leaving  school  he  began  work 
with  an  advertising  agency 
and.  though  he  rose  to  become 
an  accounts  executive  with  the 
company,  he  preferred  to  re¬ 
call  his  time  there  as  one  spent 
playing  darts  and  drinking  in 
dodgy  London  pubs. 

Rakishly  good-looking,  he 
was  a  familiar  figure  at  parties 
and  it  was  ar  one  of  these  that 
he  first  met  the  stylish  young 
fashion  illustrator  Barbara 
Hulanidd.  Two  years  were  to 
elapse  before  they  met  again, 
by  which  time  Rtz-Simon  was 
engaged. '  He  broke  off  the 
engagement  to  marry 
Hulanidd  in  1961. 

It  was  Fitz-Simon  who  first 
encouraged  his  wife  to  set  up  a 
mail  order  clothes  business, 
marketing  her  own  designs. 
Tbe  Biba  Postal  Boutique  — 
Biba  being  the  pet  name  of 
Hulanidd’s  sister  —  got  off  to 
a  satisfactory  start.  Then,  less 
than  a  year  later,  it  soared  to 
spectacular  success.  In  one 
month  some  17,000  pink  ging¬ 
ham  dresses  with  matching 
headscarves  were  sold. 

Barbara  Hulanidd  opened, 
her  first  boutique  in  a  former 
chemist's  shop  in  a  Kensing¬ 
ton  sidestreeL  Fitz-Simon, 
who  by  this  time  had  left  the 
advertising  agency,  joined 
ha-.  Although,  he  was  later  to 
joke,  his  offices  would  be 
commandeered  as  a  changing 
room  and  board  meetings 
would  be  held  in  the  bath,  it 
was  his  sharp  understanding 
of  how  the  retail  business 
works  which  led  to  the  shop's 
success. 

In  1965  Biba  moved  to 
Kensington  Church  Street- 
Sales  continued  to  boom  and  a 
mail  order  catalogue  was 
launched.  Fftz-Siznon  kept 
careful  control  of  a  rapidly 


flat  to.  e» 
tamers  should  enjoy  Biba  as 

successful  days;  takings  with  a 
glass  of  dianipagne  for  hjs 
staff  he  was  sharp  and  thrust¬ 
ing  in  business,  driving  hard 
Vaiy  afos  and  negotiating  tight 


lit  i%9  Biba  changed 
premises  again,  ibis  time© 
Kensington  High  Street  The 
Rtz-Simons  sola  75  percent  of 
tfreir  business  to  Dorothy  Per¬ 
kins  to  finance  the  move. 
Hulanidd,  however,  had  her 
heart  set  on  buying  another 
nearby  Art  Deco  building,  the 
once  beautiful  hulk  of  the 
former  store.  Deny'  &  Toms. 
In  1972  Rtz-Simon  bought  rt 
for  her  and  the  Biba  boutique 
•made  its  final  move. 

The  demise  of  Biba  began 
when  Dorothy  Perkins  was 
taken  over  by  British  Land. 
Despite  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
distinctive  style  and  vision  of 
Rtz-Simon  and  Hulanidti  that 
had  made  the  boutique  what  ft 
was,  they  found  their  opinions 
increasingly  disregarded  by 
the  board  of  directors.  The 
soul  of  the  venture  gradually 
melted  away  and  with  rt, 
increasingly,  the  profits.  In 
1975  the  store  was  declared 
bankrupt  and  dosed.  The 
Biba  label  —  seized  as  an  asset 
— was  sold.  It  belongs  today  to 
Ellen  Shek.  the  Hong  Kong 
entrepreneur. 

From  then  on  the  Rtz- 
Simons  led  an  unsettled  life. 
They  emigrated  to  Brazil 
where  they  opened  a  shop  in 
Sao  Paolo  for  a  while  before, 
uncomfortable  with  the  dis¬ 
parity  of  lifestyle  between  rich 
and  poor,  they  returned  to 
England.  But  foe  mood  of 
grasping  ambition  in  1980s 
England  did  not  suit  their 
Sixties  sensibilities  either.  Al¬ 
though  they  established  a  new 
cosmetics  business  and 
opened  another  small  shop, 
they  stayed  just  five  yrara. 
before  moving  to  Miami  in 
1987.  where  Barbara  had  been 
commissioned  to  design  a 
nightclub  for  the  Rolling 
Stones  star  Ronnie  Wood. 

In  Miami  she  built  up  a 
career  as  a  designer  while  Fitz- 
Simon  occupied  himself  with  a 
number  of  projects,  including 
working  on  several  novels. 
The  energy  and  speed  of 
change  jn  Miami  at  that  time 
was  evocative  of  die  Sixties. 

In  April  last  year  they 
moved  once  again,  rhis  time  to 
New  York,  where  they  opened 
a  new  shop.'  Fitt-Fitz.  It  was  a 
short-lived  project  and  dosed 
six  months  later  when  Fitz- 
Simon  fell  ill. 

Rtz-Simon  leaves  his  widow 
and  son. 


I 
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Stephen  Fitz-Simon  with  his  wife  Barbara 
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE.  Feb  13 

Lieuenant  Caior,  acting  as  commander  of 
his  Majesty's  stoop  the  Otter,  arrived  here  this 
morning  with  dispatches  from  Vice-Admiral 
Bertie,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  and  vessels  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  John  Wilson  Crofcer.  Esq„  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  of  which  die  (Wowing  are  copies: 
Africaioe.  Port  Lools.  Isle  ot  Fmnce.  Dec.  6. 1810. 


ON  THIS  DAY 


February  14, 1811 


3  Mar  tkat  Stotaftr  iM 


01273  730930 


■  t-enon 
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CHILDREN  ON  DIALYSIS 

need  holidays,  so  do  their  family  Before 
planning  your  own  holidays  this  year,  please 
spare  more  than  a  thought  for  those  children  who 
wjfbout  your  help  will  never  get  away  at  alL 
Donations  urgently  needed  by 

Tbe  British  Kidney  Patreat  —•w 
Association,  (Ml 

Berdan.  Hants,  GU35  912. 


»99l>  239904 


Berdan,  Hants,  GU35  912. 
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Sir- — 1  have  the  honour  to  announce  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  their  Lordships,  die  capture  of 
the  Isle  of  France  and  hs  dependencies,  com¬ 
prehending  the  extirpation  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  enemy  in  these  seas,  and  the  sotrugation  of 
the  last  remaining  colonial  territory  of  France. 

By  my  communication  addressed  to  you  on  the 
12th  of  Ocufaer  last,  and  forwarded  to  England  by 
the  Oiler,  from  Bourbon.  I  bad  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you.  that  I  was  at  the  point  of  resuming 
the  blockade  erf  the  Isle  of  Francs:  I  accordingly 
arrived  off  this  port  cm  the  19th  and  finding  me 
whole  etf  the  enemy's  ships  or  the  harbour,  and 
two  only  apparently  in  a  state  ct  forward 
equipment,  I  left  Cnpt.  Bowley  whh  the  Boa&cca. 
Nwts  and  Nenade  to  watch  thrnywneru  of  the 
enemy:  and  having  previously  detached  the 
Ceytan  and  Staunch  id  convey  [he  division  of 
troops  bom  Bourbon  to  ffodrigoez.  I  proceeded 
with  the  Commander  of  the  forces.  (Major- 
General  the  Honourable  John  Abcratxnby)  who 


With  the  capture  of  the  Isle  of  France,  a 
French  trading  post  and  naval  base  in 
the  Indian  Ocean,  Napoleon’s  hopes  of 
victory  at  sea  were  finally  dashed. 


had  etnbarlted  m  the  Africaine  awards  that 
anchorage.  On  the  24th  I  was  joined  by  Rear 
Admiral  Drury,  with  a  division  of  his  squadron, 
and  was  enabled  to  strengthen  the  blockading 
squadron,  by  detaching  the  Cornelia  and  Heper 
for  that  purpose  and  with  the  Others  made  aU  sail 
far  Rodriquez,  where  the  squadron  arrived  on  the 
3rd  of  November  and  found  lying  there  the 
division  of  troops  from  Ban  bay;  an  the  6th 
arrived  the  division  foam  Madras  under  convoy 
of  the  Psyche  and  Ctimwallis. 

The  divisions  front  Bengal  and  the  Cape,  net 
arriving  by  the  20th,  the  season  being  so  for 
advanced  and  the  anchorage  (surrounded  by 
reds)  by  tw  means  secure;  more  particularly  for 
SO  forge  a  number  of  ships.  1  determined  on 
weighing  with  die  whak  Qtet  or  the  morning  of 


the  22nd.  proposing  the  convoy  should  cruse  (sic) 
to  windward  until  joined  by  one  or  other  of  the 
divisions.  v«y  fortunately  intelligence  was 
received  on  the  night  of  dx  21st  that  the  Bengal 
division,  under  convoy  of  the  Illustrious,  was  in 
the  offing.  General  Ahenrranby  deemed  it  as 
wdl  as  myself,  advisable  they  should  nm  anchor; 
but  that  having  comniunicaied  with  the  convoy.  ’ 
we  should  proceed  to  the  attack  of  the  IsJe  of 
France,  without  waiting  die  junction  of  the  troops 
expected  front  the  Cape.  The  whole  fleet 
accordingly  weighed  from  the  anchorage,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th  bore  up  for  the  point  ot 
debarkation  it  hod  been  determined  to  occupy  in 
Grande  Baye.  about  twelve  miles  to  windward  of 

Ifort  Louis,  where  the  Africaine  leading  in  aod  the 

several  ships  of  »ar  following  with  the  convoy, 
aanrding  to  a  previous  arrangement  the  whole 
fleet  was  at  anchor  by  ten  o'clock  a.m,  consisting 
rjeariy  TO  sail;  and  the  army,  with  their 
artillery,  stores  and  ammunition,  the  several 
detachments  of  marines  serving  in  the  squadron, 
whh  a  large  body  of  seamen,  disembarked  the 
same  day.  without  a  single  loss  or  accident:  a 
division  of  ships  still  maintained  a  vigilant 
blockade  of  the  port  another  division  remained 
far  the  protection  of  the  convoy  at  the  anchorage; 
and  a  third  under  my  immediate  command 
shifted  their  stations  as  draimsiances  required, 
to  keep  up  a  more  effectual  communication  with 
the  army  as  it  advanced  and  which  was 


dependent  tor  hs  supplies  of  prominns  and  stuns 
wholly  on  the  resources  of  the  navy .. . 
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FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14 1997 


Peers  reject  mandatory  sentencing 

■  Michael  Howard  promised  to  overturn  changes  to  his  tough 
new  sentencing  plans  after  the  Government  suffered  an  eight- 
vote  defeat  on  its  law  and  order  policy  in  the  Lords. 

A  line-up  of  peers,  former  Tory  ministers  and  judges, 
including  three  past  and  present  Lord  Chief  Justices,  backed  a 
cross-party  move  giving  judges  greater  sentencing  discretion. 
The  changes  give  judges  power  to  set  aside  the  mandatory 
minimum  sentences - 1 

IRA  victim  tells  of  soldier’s  death 

■  The  woman  who  narrowly  escaped  death  in  the  IRA  sniper 

attack  told  how  Lance  Bombardier  Stephen  Rcsterick  was  shot 
in  the  back  as  he  stood  smiling  at  her.  Lorraine  McElroy,  35,  a 
Roman  Catholic,  said:  “I  just  wanted  to  go  and  hold  him 
because  he  was  so  alone  and  he  was  dying’’ - Pages  t,  4 


Britain  in  Iran 

Britain  is  to  sponsor  a  standi  at  an 
energy  fair  in  Tehran  in  April, 
encouraging  British  firms  to  in¬ 
vest  in  Iran's  gas  and  oil  industry 
in  defiance  of  the  American 
sanctions  _ — — Page  1 

Leaks  demand 

A  former  Tory  minister  called  for 
the  interrogation  of  senior  col¬ 
leagues  on  oath  as  part  of  a  public 
inquiry  into  leaks  from  a  Com¬ 
mons  committee - Page  2 

Doctor  jailed 

A  doctor  who  failed  to  perform  a 
simple  test  that  could  have  saved 
the  life  of  a  young  father  and  then 
tried  to  falsify  his  records  was 
jailed  for  mans  laughter —Page  3 

Search  for  love 

Private  detectives  are  being  hired 
for  up  to  £500  a  case  to  find  the 
anonymous  senders  of  Valentine 
cards.  They  use  modem  surveil¬ 
lance  technology  and  handwrit¬ 
ing  analysis - - - Page  6 

Lawrence  claim 

The  parents  of  Stephen  Law¬ 
rence.  the  black  teenager  mur¬ 
dered  at  a  bus  stop,  were 
planning  a  civil  action  for  dam¬ 
ages  against  the  five  white  men 
originally  accused  of  killing 
him ...- . .  Page  6 

Cancer  success 

Deaths  from  breast  cancer  are 
falling  among  women  under  65 
because  tumours  are  being  spot¬ 
ted  earlier - Page  8 


New  leaf 

A  Church  of  England  bishop  has 
given  up  the  Bible  for  Lent.  The 
Bishop  of  Jarrow,  Dr  Alan  Smith- 
son  is  reading  the  Koran 
instead - - Page  9 

Korean  suspense 

The  suspense  surrounding  the 
apparent  defection  of  a  North  Ko¬ 
rean  leader  to  a  South  Korean 
diplomatic  compound  in  Beijing 
showed  no  sign  of  letting  up  as 
Seoul  sent  a  delegation- Page  13 

New  Rushdie  row 

Attempts  by  the  Iranian  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  play  down  a  fresh  row 
over  Salman  Rushdie  suffered  a 
setback  when  the  country's  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Guards  insisted  that 
the  novelist  be  murdered  Page  14 

Jobs  poll 

An  opinion  survey  shows  that  a 
majority  of  South  Africans  are 
against  the  affirmative-action  hir¬ 
ing  practices  that  are  a  centre¬ 
piece  of  government  policy  and 
nearly  universal  in  the  private 
sector - Page  15 

Smugglers  return 

Smugglers  in  Albania  have  taken 
advantage  of  a  police  withdrawal 
and  taken  bade  100  speedboats 
that  had  been  confiscated  Page  16 

Clinton  donations 

The  Chinese  Embassy  was  used 
to  channel  illegal  donations  to 
help  President  Clinton's  re-elec¬ 
tion.  said  the  man  who  helped  to 
uncover  Watergate— .—..Page  17 


i  m 
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Preview:  Amanda  Burton’s  pathol¬ 
ogist  is  back  in  the  morgue.  Silent 
Witness  (BBCi.  9.30pm).  Review: 
Matthew  Bond  is  startled  by.  Che 
sex  life  of  the  bonobos  — -  Page  51 


Armed  police  outside  the  High  Court  yesterday  during  die  search  for  a  woman  who  had  threatened  judges  with  a  gunPage  1 


m 


Pearson:  Unauthorised  discounts 
offered  by  a  junior  .employee  of 
Penguin  USA  have  cost  Pearson, 
owner  of  the  book  publisher.  £100 
million  _ _ — .. — Page  27 

Chubb:  The  security  group  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  announce  an  agreed  take¬ 
over  bid  today  from  an  unknown 
bidder  valuing  the  company  at  up 

to  £1.25  billion  ~ _ _ _ Page  27 

Economy:  The  chance  of  hitting  the 
Chancellor'S  inflation  target  by  the 
end  of  die  current  Parliament  re¬ 
ceded  with  news  that  underlying 
inflation  remained  stubbornly  un¬ 
changed  in  January - Page  27 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  rose  US  to 
4327.1.  Sterling’s  trade-weighted  in¬ 
dex  fell  from  982  to  97.8  after  a  fall 
from  $1.6332  to  $1.6222  and  from 
DM2.7492  to  DM2.7367 ...  Page  30 


Footbath  Brighton  lost  an  appeal 
against  a  two-point  deduction  im¬ 
posed  by  the  FA  after  pitch  inva¬ 
sions  during  their  game  against 
Lincoln  in  October - Page  52 

Rugby  league:  Bobbie  Gould ing, 
the  St  Helens  captain  and  Great 
Britain  scrum  half,  was  given  an 
eight-match  suspension  for  a  head- 
high  tackle  in  the  cup  match 
against  Wigan  - — . — Page  52 

Motor  radng:  Three  top  Formula 
One  teams,  Williams.  McLaren 
and  Tyrrell,  are  faring  combined 
losses  of  £100  million  because  of  & 

feud  with  rivals - Page  46 

Racing:  Dorans  Pride,  one  of  the 
leading  fancies  for  the  Cheltenham 
Gold  Cup,  fell  at  the  penultimate 
fence  in  the  Kinloch  Brae  Chase  at 
Thuries  .................. _ Page  47 


Arts  on  the  licnc  The  cable  and 
satellite  revolution  is  going  to 
bring  a  feast  of  .arts. coverage  to 
tiie  small  screen,  at  least  for  those 
who  are  prepared  and  able  to  pay 
for  it._ - — - ; - Page  40 

Dramatic  tows;  Pieter  GUI’s  new 
play  for  the  National  Theatre.  Car¬ 
diff  East,  is  essentially  a  pessimis¬ 
tic  but  compelling  view  of  life 
today  an  a  housing  estate  in 
Cardiff - Page  40 

Living  dinosaurs:  Aerosmith  are 
back,  cleaned  up  not  washed  up. 
and  they  have  a  brilliant  new  al¬ 
bum  to  prove  it— - Page  41 

Stepping  out  In  style:  Rambert 
Dance  Company’s  spring  tour 
features  two  new  works'  by 
Kim  Brandstrup  and  Christopher 
Bruce  — _ _ Page  42 


Trained  to  wed:  Fenny  Mansfield, 
director  of  One  Hus  One.  tells  Val¬ 
erie  Grove  how  people  can  make 

their  marriages  work- - Page  19 

State  of  the  Union:  Why  does 
the  Oxford  Union  invite  speakers 
wh  o  are  famous  only  for  bring 

infamous?.- - — ....Page  18 

How  bizarre;  The  cult  of  believing 
in  daft  things  seems  to  be  experi¬ 
encing  a  dramatic  revival  .Page  IS 


League  overload:  Despite  teachers’ 
objections,  two  mote  sets  cti  league 
tables  are  being  introduced,  and 

will  amtinue _ Page  45 

Must  do- better  Is  teacher  apprais¬ 
al  finally  going  to  be  about  id¬ 
entifying  and  weeding  out  poor 
teachers?-, — - ; — Page  45 


Major  wins  the  romantic  vote 

■  John  Major  says  in  a  Valentine’s  Day  interview  that 
marriage  was  the  most  significant  event  of  his  life  and  far  mote 
important  than  becoming  Prime  Minister.  But  Tony  Blair  In 
Cosmopolitan,  which  features  the  Labour  leader  in  its 
directory  of  the  100  sexiest  men  alive,  says  the  most  significant 
event  of  his  life  was  “becoming  party  leader" . -Page  1 
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IN  THE  TIMES 

■  WEEKEND 
Robert  Crarapton 
joins  the  lads  in  search 
of  Sunday  league 
football  glory 

■  DIRECTORY 
Your  complete  guide  . 
to  the  week  ahead 
including  full  TV  and 
radio  listings 


Winning  Mam:  The  Queen's  Anni¬ 
versary  Prizes  for  Higher  and  Fur¬ 
ther  Education — .  Pages  35-38 


5.  H  23, 29, 38. 45.  Bonus:  47.  ■ 
Thejackpcrtwassharedbyl8tidcet-- 
holders  who  each  win  £555456;  33 
winners  get  £36^81  lor  five,  num¬ 
bers  and  the  bonus;  and  U17  win 
£669  for  five  numbers. 

From  next  week  the  winning  num¬ 
bers  in  the  midweek  draw  will  be 
listed  in  The  Times  Today  on  : 
Thursdays 


A  Korean  glimpse 

China  has  the  world’s  spotlight  oq 
ft  as  it  derides  which  erf  the  Koreas 
to  offend,  its  destitute  old  Commu¬ 
nist  ally  or  the  valued-investor  and 
trading  partner - —Page  21  ■ 

Day  of  the  cow 

Behind  the  catcalls  "  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  yesterday  lies  a  happy  coinci¬ 
dence  of  strategy  and  tactics  for 
Labour.  Strategically  it  makes 
sense  to  attack  the  Government  for 
its  clear  failure  in  the  BSE 


The  broadest  Church 

The  Church  of  England  can  be  a 
broad  church  or  a  Protestant  sect 
Fbr  St  Paul’s  Cathedral,  as  else¬ 
where.  the  first  route  should  be 
followed - - — - Page  21 


MATTHEW  PARRIS 

Shotgun  and  rifle-owners  had  bet¬ 
ter  start  praying  to  every  God  they 
and  David  Mellor  recognise.  The 
will  of  the  people  is  a  capricious 
thing,  and  arrives  on  little  cals’ 
feet _ _ _ _  Page  20 

PETER  RIDDELL 

Mr  Brown  wants  to  show  that  he  is 
not  only  the  iron  Chanoelior  in 
writing  but  that  he  also  has  radical 
instincts.  A  Labour  Government 
could  make  a  difference  though  it 
would  be  along  very  different  lines 
from  what.  Anthony  Crosland 

envisaged _ Page  li 

PHILIP  HOWARD 
When  Nigel  deGruchy.  the  general 
secretary  of  the  mostr  truculent 
teachers'  union,  saidf'thatto  call  the 
Government’s  latest  education  fid- 
'  dies  Draconian  was  an  insult  to 
Dracula,  there  were  hoots  and 
shrieks  - Page  M 
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John  Homer,  General  Secretary 
of  the  FSre  Brigades  Union  and 
MP;  Stephen  Fitz-Simon,  founder 
of  Biba:  BobnmjQ  Hrahal.  Czech 
novetist^— . . . .  Page  23 


Restrictions  on  movement  ,of  art 
treasures;  product  placement;  the 
Marconi  archive;  Michael  Grade 
an  “Brass  Eye"  - - --Page  21 
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BUSINESS  EDITOR  Lindsay  Cook  :  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14  1997 

Doubts 

grow 

over 

inflation 

target 

By  Janet  Bush  • 
ECONOMICS  EDITOR 

THE  ChanceUar’s  dunces 
of  hitting  his  wrffaufow 
target  by  the  end  of  the 
current  Parfiaioent  reced¬ 
ed  yesterday  with  news 
that  underlying  inflation 
remained  stubbornly  un¬ 
changed  in  January. 

Underlying  inflation, 
which  excludes  mortgage 
interest  payments  and 
which  the  .  Government 
has  pledged  to  reduce  to 
25  per  cent  or  less  by  the 
ejection,  stuck  ar  3.1  per 
cent  last  month,  according 
to  the  Office  for  National 
Statistics. 

Headline  •  inflation 
jumped  to  2L8  per  cent 
from  25  per  cent  in  De¬ 
cember.  almost  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  thar  mort¬ 
gages  rose  this  January 
but  fefl  at  the  same  stage 
last  year.  This  was  antici¬ 
pated  by  the  City  but  there 
was  disappointment  about 
underlying  inflation.  ■ 

However,  analysts  said 
that  the  news  was  not  bad 
enough  to  force  Kenneth 
Clarke  to  raise  interest 
rates  in  the  runup  to  the 
election.  The  upward 
pressure  oa  tbeonderfying 
rate  came  foam  seasonal 
food  prices  winch  were 
boosted  by  higher  prices 

for  vegetables  because  bad 
weather  irit  supplies.  - 

On  tine  positive  side. 
January  sales  saw  even 
steeper  discounting  than 
last  year,  a  a^r  that  retail¬ 
ers  are  still  not  managing 
to  raise  their  margins  de¬ 
spite  apparently  robust 
demand.  Household 
goods  prices  fell  16  per 
cent  the  biggest  fall  in  any 
January  since  this  series 
began  in  1956.  Clothing 
and  footwear  prices  foil  18 
per  cent,  the  largest  Janu¬ 
ary  fall  since  comparable 
records  began  in  1947. 

.Angela  Knight,  Eco¬ 
nomic  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury’*  said;  “Serious 
commentators,  including 
the  Bank  of  England  in 
their  Inflation  Report  this 
week,  expect  inflation  to' 
fall  back  over  die  coming 
months."  She  cited  this 
week's  low  producer  prices 
figures  •  and  sterling’s 
strength  as  reasons  to 
believe  that  inflation  re¬ 
mains  under  control. 

The  inflation  news  came 
the  day  after  the  Bank's 
Inflation  Report,  which 
reiterated  its  view  that  a 
moderate  rates  rise  is 
needed  if  die  Government 
is  to  hit  its  inflation  target 
of  25  per  cent  or  less  in  two 

years'  time.  The  Bank  said 
that  sterling's  strength 
would  see  inflation  fall 
sharply  in  the  short-term 
but  then  increase  to  3  per 
cent  “and  rising"  by  the 
end  of  1998  if  interest  rates 

were  unchanged. 

The  Chancellor  stm  op¬ 
poses  a  rates  rise. 
^Economic  View,  page  31 


Pearson  hit  by  £100m 
Penguin  discount  bill 


By  Ewe  Reguly 

UNAUTHORISED  dis¬ 
counts  offered  by  a  junior 
employee  of  Penguin  USA 
have  cost  Pearson,  owner  of 
the  book  publisher,  £100 
million. 

The  employee,  an  American 
woman  who  worked  in  Pen¬ 
guin'S  accounts  department  in 
New  Jersey,  had  been  offering 
discounts  since  1991  on  book 
orders  to  exchange  for  acceler¬ 
ated  payments  from  retailers. 
Pearson  said  the  discounts, 
which  averaged  S  per  cent, 
were  violated  company  polity 
and  had  the  net  effect  of 
boosting  the  retailers’  cash 
flow  at  Pearson’s  expense. 

.  News  of  tile  scandal 
knocked  73  *2  p  off  Pearson’S 
share  price,  to  690p,  at  one 
point  The  shares  later  recov¬ 
ered  some  of  the  lass  to  dose 
I4p  lower  at  749*2  p. 

Pearson  declined  to  identify 
tiie  woman,  who  was  dis¬ 
missed  this  month.  The  com¬ 
pany,  with  the  help  of 
Cravath,  Swaine  &  Moore,  its 
New  York  legal  counsel,  and 
Price  Waterhouse,  its  account¬ 
ing  firm,  is  investigating  the 
matter.  Arthur  Andersen.  Pen¬ 
guin's  fanner  accountant,  and 
me  woman's  colleagues  and 
basses  are  thought  to  be  part 
of  tite  investigahon. 

Pfearsan  would  not  rule  out 
fraud.,  but  said  that  die  inqui¬ 
ry  so  far  has  uncovered  no 
evidence  that  the  woman  of¬ 
fered  the  discounts  for  person¬ 
al  gain.  John  Maldnson. 
finance  director,  said:  “At  this 
stage  ...  we  cannot  be  sure 
what  tile  motivation  was." 

The  inquiry  is  expected  to 
take  several  months.  Michael 
Lyn ton.  the  chief  executive  of 
Penguin  who  replaced  Peter 
Mayer  last  summer,  said: 
“They  have  five  years  of 
paperwork-  This  is  an  enor¬ 
mous  task."  Mr  Mayer  joined 
Penguin  as  chief  executive  in 
1978.  He  ran  the  worldwide 
group-  from  London  for  ten 
years,  before  moving  to  the 
New  York  office: 


Peter  Mayer  became  Penguin  chief  executive  in  1978 


Marjorie  Scardino  has  accounted  for  inquiry  costs 


The  £100  million  will  be 
taken  as  a  charge  against 
Pearson’s  1996  accounts  and 
will  not  affect  the  profit  expec¬ 
tations  for  1997.  The  figure  is 
equivalent  to  three  times  the 
worldwide  operating  profits  of 
Pfengum  last  year. 

Marjorie  Scardino.  Pear¬ 
son’s  new  chief  executive,  said 
the  “lion’s  share"  of  the 
amount  will  cover  tiie  value  of 
the  discounts.  The  rest  will 
cover  the  costs  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  and  the  rebates  that  may 


be  demanded  by  any  bode 
retailer  that  was  not  offered 
discounts  by  the  Penguin  em¬ 
ployee.  The  latter  could  lead  to 
expensive  litigation  if  the  re¬ 
tailers  claim  more  than  Pear¬ 
son  believes  they  are  owed. 

The  improper  accounting 
was  uncovered  in  January, 
when  Mr  Lynton  was  merging 
Penguin  and  Putnam  Berkley, 
the  American  publisher 
bought  by  Pearson  for  £200 
million  in  December.  He 
found  problems  in  the  credit 


deportment  and  called  in  Price 
Waterhouse  to  investigate. 

The  woman  offered  dis¬ 
counts  in  exchange  for  pay¬ 
ments  in  60  days  instead  of  the 
usual  90  days.  The  discounts 
were  then  “smothered"  in 
mountains  of  accounts-receiv- 
able  paperwork  and  were 
never  disclosed  as  bad  debts. 
An  official  said  the  employee 
created  “an  accounting  web  of 
breathtaking  complexity.* 

The  woman  received  part  of 
her  pay  as  bonus,  but  Pearson 


said  that  accelerated  pay¬ 
ments  from  retailers  would 
have  in  no  way  affected  her 
remuneration  package. 

The  scandal  emerged  one 
day  after  Michael  Price,  the 
activist  American  investor, 
said  that  he  had  taken  a  1  per 
cent  stake  in  Ffearson.  Events 
in  America  have  reinforced 
the  City's  belief  that  the  group 
is  accident-prone  and  vulnera- 
ble  to  takeover. _ 

Pennington,  page  29 


Tax  change  threatens 
jobs  and  investment 

By  Robert  Miller,  banking  correspondent 


THOUSANDS  of  jobs  and  hundreds 
of  millions  of  pounds  of  investment  in 
major  projects  are  at  risk,  from  new 
legislation  before  Parliament  . 

Projects  which  in  the  recent  past  have 
relied  on  lease  finance  money  —  now 
under  threat  from  tiie  Finance  Bfl)  — 
include  tiie  UK  plants  of  Nissan  and 
Toyota,  the  Japanese  car  manufactur¬ 
ers.  the  Trafford  Centre  development  in 
Manchester  and  tiie  modernisation  of 
London  Underground's  Northern  line. 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chancellor, 
acting  oi  advice  from  the  Inland 
Revenue,  introduced  a  retrospective 
measure  in  November's ;  Budget  to 
block  generous  tax  breaks  available  to 
investors  using  tiie  lease  finance 
mechanism. 

The  Revenue,  which  alleges  that 
certain  lease  finance  schemes  amount 
to  tax  avoidance,  calculates  that  some 
£3  billion  is  involved  in  the  various 


projects.  The  taxman  calculates  that 
theTreasury  could  collect  an  extra  £150 
nuQion  a  year  if  the  loophole  is 
Mocked. 

•  Martin  Hall,  director-general  of  the 
Finance  and  beating  Association,  said 
last  night  "The  retrospective  nature  of 
the  Chancellors  action  is  scandalous. 
Atissue  is'  the  fact  that  large  investors 
who  have  put  up  bUlicms  to  back 
British  projects  are  being  penalised 
.retrospectively.  Investors  who  take  the 
risk  to  back  substantial  projects  may 
now  think  twice." 

Peel  Holdings,  tiie  property  develop¬ 
ment  company  involved  in  Manches¬ 
ter^  TTaflbrd  Park  development,  has 
told  the  Treasury  that  the  £200  million 
bill  to  finance  the  project,  which  will 
provide  foOOO  permanent  jobs  when 
opened  next  year,  could  grow  by  at 
least  "several  million"  if  the  proposed 
measure  is  kept  in  the  Finance  BilL 


SFA  expels  trader  at 
Henry  Ansbacher 


By  Robert  Miller 


A  FORMER  senior  trader  at  Henry 
Ansbadter  &  Co,  the  merchant  bank, 
has  been  banned  from  working  in  the 
City  for  the  “grossly  improper"  transfer 
of  $7tL000  to  his  associate’s  account  in 
Zimbabwe. 

The  Securities  and  Futures  Authority, 
the  watchdog  for  brokers  and  futures 
traders,  announced  yesterday  that 
David  Crook,  who  joined  Henry  Ans- 
bacher  in  April  1994  as  a  senior  dealer  to 
trade  and  market  South  African  gilts 
and  gold  shares,  had  been  expelled  and 
ordered  to  pay  £8500  costs.  The  bank 
was  reprimanded,  fined  £20,000  for 
"supervisory  and  procedural  failings" 
and  told  to  pay  costs  of  £5,400. 

The  SFA  said  that  in  August  1994  Mr 
Crook,  who  was  subsequently  dismiss¬ 
ed  for  gross  misconduct,  “caused  the 
firm  to  make  a  payment  of  $7QJ XX)  by 
falsely  representing  that  these  were 
margin  funds  for  a  new  propriety  trad¬ 


ing  account  opened  by  Henry  Ans¬ 
bacher  &  Co  with  another  firm.  In  fact 
no  such  trading  account  existed,  and 
the  payment  was  really  an  unauthoris¬ 
ed  transfer  of  funds  to  an  associate  of 
Mr  Crook  in  Zimbabwe".  The  SFA, 
which  was  not  told  of  the  unauthorised 
transaction  until  June  1995,  said  Mr 
Crook  had  repaid  the  money. 

During  the  investigation,  Mr  Crook 
was  asked  for  details  of  his  bank 
accounts.  The  SFA  said:  “Mr  Crook 
subsequently  provided  false,  mislead¬ 
ing  and  substantially  inaccurate  par¬ 
ticulars  relating  to  the  existence  of 
bank  accounts  held  by  him  in  tiie  UK." 

Mr  Crook  took  his  case  to  a  disciplin¬ 
ary  tribunal.  It  found  that  he  had  "con¬ 
sistently  and  repeatedly  lied  or  resort¬ 
ed  to  half-truths"  during  interviews 
with  the  SFA  about  his  bank  accounts. 

City  Diary,  page  31 


to  reveal  agreed  takeover 


Harrison.  left.  andDavid  Peacock 
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CHUBB  SECURITY  is  expected  today  to 
unveil  mi  agreed  takeover  bid  that  wiB 
value  tiie  company  at  up  to  £L25  billion. 
WOUams  Holdings,  the  diversified  indus¬ 
trial  group,  was  last  night  regarded  as  the 
most  lfltefy  candidate  totake  control  of  the 
leek-making  company. 

Chubb  issued  a  statement  yesterday 
conforming  that  it  was  in  bid  talks  that 
could  lead  lo  an  offer  of  up  to  450p  a 
share.  The  move  came  after  Chubb  shares 
began  to  climb  on  rumours  that  it  was 
about  to  become  a  bid  target  Shares  in 
tiie  company  jumped  more  than  TO  per 
cent  yesterday  closing  at  420p.  compared 
with  a  tow  this  year  of310p,  and  valuing 
tiie  company  at  £1-2  trillion. 

Sir  Ernest  Harrison,  chairman,  holds 
shares  valued  at  £7  million  at  yesterday’s 
■dosing  price:  David  Peacock,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  could  receive  a  total  payoff  package 

* 


By  alasdaxr  Murray 

of  more  than  £2  million.  He  holds  share 
options  valued  at  £1.6  million  at  yester¬ 
day’s  dosing  price,  while  he  was  paid 
£400.000  last  year.  He  also  holds  shares 
worth  E42S.OOO. 

The  expected  bid  comes  five  years  after 
Williams  lost  a  £760  million  takeover 
battle  for  control  of  the  Racal  group  —  a 
move  that  hastened  the  demerger  of 
Chubb  from  the  company.  Racal  and 
Chubb,  which  are  bom  chaired  by  Sir 
Ernest  yesterday  had  a  combined  market 
capitalisation  of  nearly  £2  billion. 

Analysts  said  that  Williams,  which 
owns  the  Yale  lode  business,  would  be 
likely  to  face  a  monopolies  inquiry  if  it 
took  control  of  Chubb  but  tiie  two 
businesses  had  obvious  synergies.  Other 
potential  bidders  named  yesterday  in¬ 
cluded  Tyco  International,  the  US  indus- 
.  trial  company  that  bought  Thom  Security 


for  £138  mflllion  last  summer  and  was 
busy  in  the  US  market  yesterday  selling 
nearly  $500 million  of  stock  to  help  payoff 
debt  But  IngersoU-Rand,  the  US  industri¬ 
al  comi 
it  is 

Chubb  shares  performed  strongly  after 
demerger,  quickly  rising  from  an  opening 
quote  of  201p.  But  the  company's  perfor¬ 
mance  has  stuttered  more  recently  and 
tiie  shares  slid  nearly  20  per  cent  from 
their  high  of  3S0p  last  year.  Chubb  has 
insisted  that  it  can  restore  growth  through 
acquisitions  although  the  market  has 
been  concerned  by  the  dilutive  impact  of 
recent  purchases.  At  the  half  year  Chubb 
revealed  only  a  small  rise  in  profits  to  £46 
nuffion  and  said  that  acquisitions  would 
knock  around  £3  million  off  profits  this 
year.  Tempos,  page  30 
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De  Savary 
to  float 
new  £100m 
venture 

By  Jason  Nissfe 

PETER  de  SAVARY,  the  col¬ 
ourful  entrepreneur  who 
owned  both  Land's  End  and 
John  O'Groats  at  one  time,  is 
planning  to  float  his  new 
venture.  The  Carnegie  Chib, 
with  a  market  value  of  £100 
million. 

“We  plan  to  float  in  the  next 
18  months,  either  in  New  York 
or  London,”  Mr  de  Savary 
said  yesterday. 

The  flotation  of  Carnegie 
would  represent  a  return  to 
the  public  arena  by  Mr  de 
Savary,  who  lost  a  large  part 
of  his  fortune  in  the  early 
1990s  when  his  Ptacedon 
group  collapsed,  owing  £50 
million.  He  was  also  central  to 
tiie  abortive  venture  to  rede¬ 
velop  Canvey  Island  in  the 
Thames  Estuary,  which  led  to 
a  Department  of  Trade  & 
Industry  investigation  into 
Blue  Arrow,  his  partner. 

It  will  be  the  third  time  Mr 
de  Savary.  who  is  also  hoping 
to  stand  as  a  Referendum 
Party  candidate,  has  run  a 
public  company.  The  first. 
Land  Leisure,  was  bought  by 
Leisure  Investments  in  the  late 
1980s,  a  deal  that  forced  Lei¬ 
sure  Investments  into  receiv¬ 
ership.  The  second.  Highland 
Participants,  was  taken  pri¬ 
vate  by  Mr  de  Savary  eight 
years  ago. 

The  Carnegie  Club  current¬ 
ly  has  three  operations  — 
Skelbo  Castle  in  Scotland. 
Stapleford  Park  in  Leicester¬ 
shire  and  the  London  Outpost 
in  Mayfair.  Mrde  Savary  said 
that  he  was  in  discussions  to 
open  three  more  country 
houses  —  in  Tuscany.  Ireland 
and  the  East  Coast  of  the  US  — 
and  two  new  outposts,  in  Paris 
and  New  York. 

By  the  time  the  company 
floats  it  should  have  a  turn¬ 
over  of  as  much  as  £40 
million,  he  said.  However,  he 
expects  the  business  to  be 
worth  at  least  twice  that 

Mr  de  Savary  is  also  in¬ 
volved  in  the  shipping  busi¬ 
ness,  owning  the  dry  dock  at 
Penzance  Dry  Dock  and  Ship¬ 
ping  Company. 
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Going  well 

Shell,  the  oil  company, 
announced  record  profits  up 
30  per  cent  to  £5.7  billion  for 
last  year  and  the  name  of  its 
new  chairman  in  Britain.  The 
final  dividend  rises  10  per 
cent.  The  group  is  cautious  on 
the  oil  price,  however. 

Page  29,  Temp  us  30 

Going  badly 

Philips,  the  Dutch  electronics 
group,  suffered  a  £200  million 
profits  fall  to  £900  million. 
The  company  also  played 
down  speculation  about 
splitting  up  saying  that  its 
original  plans  remained  on 
course. 

Page  32.  Tempns  30 


Are  your  Valentines 
all  cards,  or  is  there 
someone  special.7 


A  Valentine  card  is  the  perfect 
flirtation:  amorously  suggestive, 
teasingly  anonymous,  thankfully 
ephemeral.  But  what  if  you  want  to 
make  a  more  lasting  impression?  To 
convey  what  you  think  of  their  taste 
and  discernment?  A  bottle  of  James 
Hetrick’s  Chard  onnay  will  flatter 
by  reflecting  what  is  most 
desirable:  good  looks,  an 
endearing  freshness  and 
honesty,  real  depth  of 

character  coupled  with 
the  elegance  and 
\  style  of  the  South 
-<X  of  France.  Give 
your  Valentine  a 
card  if  you  want 
to  tease.  Give 
them  James 
Herrick  if  you’re 
for  real. 


James  Herrick 

CH  ARDafMIMAY 
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French  deficit  no  bar  to  EMU  says  OECD 


JBy  Janet  "Bush 

ECONOMICS  EDITOR 

FRANCE  should  haw  no  difficulty  in  cutting  its 
budget  deficit  this  year  to  the  level  needed  to 
qualify  for  membership  of  the  European  single- 
currency,  according  to  a  notably  upbeat  report 
from  the  Paris-basal  Organisation  for  Econom¬ 
ic  Cooperation  and  Development.  * 

'.It/ said  the -spending  freeze,  already  an¬ 
nounced  for'' 1997.  together  with  a  large  one-off 
payment  from  France  Telecom.  shcAilfi  ensure 
that  the  deficit  falls  frqm  4,  per  cent  of  gross 


Regulator 
in  fresh 
TransCo 
attack 

,  By  Christine  Buckley 
IN  DUSTIUA|>  CORRESPONDENT 

TRANSCO,  ‘British  Gas’s 
pipeline  business,  came 
under  renewed  fin?  from 
the  industry  regulator  yes¬ 
terday  as  she  unveiled 
detailed  plans  to  strip 
down  the  business  and 
publish  commercial  infor¬ 
mation  .  the  company- 
wants  kept  secret 
Clare.  Spottiswoode  may 
chop  the  pipeline  network 
into  separate  parte  to  allow 
in  new  players.  She  said: 
“In  the  veiy  Jong  terra  we 
could  have  alternative 
methods  of  getting  gas 
around  the  country."  - 
The  fresh  revelations 
come  at  a  highly  sensitive 
time  for  British  Gas  —  the 
company  splits  into  two  on 
Monday  —  and  investors 
will  be  concerned  about 
prospects  for  TransCo.  al¬ 
ready  in  an  MMC  inquiry. 
over  a  pricing  dispute  with  ■ 
I  he  regulator. 

Mote  bad  news  is  in 
store  for  TransCo  with  the 
regulator’s '  intention  to 
publish  commercial  infor¬ 
mation  supplied  by  the 
business.  Ms  Spot-, 
tiswoode  will  in  the  next 
few  months  put  more  in¬ 
formation  in  the  public 
domain  without  the  com¬ 
pany’s  approval.  ■  . 

She  said  regulation 
would  be  better  executed 
with  more  information  in 
the  public  arena,  and  that 
derisions  on  whether-  it 
was  commercially  confi¬ 
dential  would  be  taken  by 
the  regulator  rather '  than 
British  Gas. 

Ms  Spotriswoode  made' 
the  attacks  as  she  pub¬ 
lished  her  annual  report  It 
revealed  that  complaints, 
about  British  Gas  were  up’ 
174  per  cent  last  year. . 
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domestic  product  in  1996  to  the  Maastricht 
upper  limit  of  3  per  cent  in  1997.  The  OECD 
■said  that,  even  u  there  is  some  slippage  in 
reducing  the  deficit,  which  it  envisages,  “there 
should  be  room  to  take  the  measures  needed  to 
bring  it  back"  on  track". 

It  said  that  in  _  the  absence  of  additional 
measures,  further  progress  in  fiscal  consolida¬ 
tion  would  be  slow  and.  the  overall  deficit  amid 
remain  dose  to  3  per  cent  in  1.996.  But  France’s 
government  debt  to  GDP  ratio  is,  in  any  case, 
likely  to  remain  .below  .the  60  per  cent 
Maastricht  ceiling,  it  said.  The  OECD  was  also 


markedly  more  optimistic  than  many  economic 
commentators  on  France’s  growth  prospects, 
saying  that  a  sharp  easing  in  monetary  policy 
coupled  with  an  improving  dimate  in  foreign 
export  markets,  sets  the  stage  for  a  stronger 
growth  performance  over  the  next  two  years.  It. 
predicts  that  growth  may  accelerate  to  25  per 
cent  in  1997  and  1998. 

Unemployment,  however,  is  expected  to 
remain  a  significant  problem,  falling  only  to 
around  12  per  cent  of  the  labour  force  by  the  end 
of  19S8  from  around  125  per  cent  curremly.  The 
OECD  said  that  France  may  have  a  structural 


-  John  Morgan,  chief  executive  of  Morgan  SindaH,  the  construction  company,  and  Barbara  Moorhouse.  finance 
director,  aitdr  unveiling  profits  71  per  doit  up.  at  £5.17  million.  The  firm  is  turning  its  focus  from  office  refurbishment 
towards  building  contracting  to  maintain  growth  rales.  A  Z85p  final  dividend  makes  42p  (2.7p).  Tempos,  page  30 


almost  double  at  £6.7bn 


By  Robert  Miller  and  Gavin  Lumsden 


CHELTENHAM  &  Glouces¬ 
ter.  the  retail  mortgage  arm  of  ■ 
Lloyds  TSB.  yesterday 'report¬ 
ed.  a  36  per  cent  Jump  in  pre¬ 
tax  profits,  to'  £336  million, 
and  revealed  that  it  could  be 
selling'  branded  home  loans 
through  some.  ;3.0p0  high 
street  branches  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  ■  ’’  . 

C&G. -which  also  reported  a 
92  per  cent  rise  in  gross 
■  mortgage  lending  to  £6.7  bil¬ 
lion.  has  been  selling  its  home 
loans  through-  some  2.000 
branches  since  it  joined  the 
Lloyds  Bank  grotip  in  August 
1995. 

Now  that  Uqyds  has  taken  ‘ 
.over  theTSB  group,  plans  are 
in  hand  for  C&G  to  sell 


mortgages  through  TSB’s 
1,000  or  so  branches. 

Andrew  Longhurst.  chair¬ 
man-designate  qf  C&G,  whose 
parent  company  Lloyds  TSB  is 
•expected  to  unveil  annual 
profits  today  in  the  region  of 
.  £2.5  billion,  said: “It  is  a  major 
project  for  us  and  one  that  we 
hope  will  be  completed  "by  the 
end  of.  the  .year.  When  it 
happens  we  will-  be  the  third- 
la  rgest  mortgage  provider  be¬ 
hind  the  Halifax  and  the 
Abbey  National. "  '  '•  : 

C&G  has  a  15  per  cent  share 
of-,  the  net  monage  lending 
marker  and  mortgage  assets 
rase  by  10.7  per  cent -last  year, 
to  £28.4  billion.  Provisions  for 
bad  and  doubtful  debts  fell  to 


£11.2  million,  from  £43.7  previ¬ 
ously.  The  important  enst-to- 
income  ratio  rose  to  33  per 
cent,  from  32  per  cent  last 
time,  on  the  back  of  higher 
marketing  cosis  and  an  ongo¬ 
ing  investment  in  staff  and 
traimng. 

Meanwhile,  Britannia 
Building  Society  yesterday 
said  that  it  would  pay  E35 
million  in  loyalty  bonuses  to 
one  million  members,  making, 
it  the  first  mutual  to  share  out 
annual  profits. 

The  payment  which  ex¬ 
cludes  around  300,000 
“carpetbaggers’',  gives  an  av¬ 
erage  taxable  sum  of  £35,  .with 
a  maximum  set  at  £500.  and 
will  be  paid  later  this  month.  It 


is  calculated  an  the  amount  of 
22p  units  that  members  have 
accumulated  by  borrowing 
and  saving  with  the  society. 

Calum  MacLeod,  chair¬ 
man.  said  that  the  bonus  was 
equivalent  to  the  dividend  that 
shareholders  could,  expect 
from  demutualised  building 
societies  in  the  future. 

The  payment  and  associated 
costs  reduced  operating  prof¬ 
its  to  £72.8  million,  down  from 
£11825  million  in  1995.  Trevor 
Bayiey.  die  finance  director, 
said  that  Britannia  had  in¬ 
curred  £45  million  of  costs  in 
offering  discounted  first-time 
mortgages  last  year.  At  one 
point  it  had  a  30  per  cent 
market  share. 


unemployment  rate  of  around  10  per  cent  and 
that,  without  substantial  measures  to  deregu¬ 
late  the  labour  market,  it  is  Ifleefy  to  remain 
hi§h~ 

The  OECD  also  called  for  liberalisation  of. 
sheltered  sections  of  the  French  economy  to 
enhance  the  dynamism  of  the  economy.  It 
said  that,  despite  the  European  single 
market  project,  progress  in  raising  competi¬ 
tive  pressures  in  many  sector?  had  been  very  ■ 

uneven. 

Pennington,  page  29 


Insurance 
watchdog 
may  boost 
powers 

By  Marianne  Curphey 

PEOPLE  claiming  compensa¬ 
tion  from  insurance  com¬ 
panies  could  soon  be 
automatically  added  to  up  to 
£100.000  payouts,  plus  unlim¬ 
ited  sums  for  distress  and 
inconvenience. , 

Insurance  companies,  are 
backing  plans  to  double  com¬ 
pensation  from  £50,000  to 
£100.000  and  to  scrap  die  050 
cap  on  distress  payments.  - 
The  Personal  Investment 
Authority  (PIA)  has  asked 
insurance  trade  bodies,  con¬ 
sumer  groups,  insurance  com¬ 
panies  and  regulatory 
authorities  for  their  opinions' 
by  dose  of  business  today . 

The  proposals  have  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Association  of' 
British  Insurers,  the  trade 
body  representing  almost  440 
insurance  companies,  and 
Standard  Life,  the  UKV  larg¬ 
est  mutual  life  insurer. 

At  present  the  ombudsman 
can  award  up  to  £50,000  and, 
if  necessary,  make  recommen¬ 
dations  for  compensation  to. 
exceed  this.  Under  the  new 
proposals,  this  limit  would.be 
doubled  to  EI0Q.000.  into  line 
with  the  powers  of  the  bank¬ 
ing  ombudsman. 

After  today’s  deadline  the 
responses  will  be  scrutinised 
by  the  PIA  and  discussed  at 
the  next  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Council  of  the  PIA  Om¬ 
budsman  Bureau,  which  will 
then  issue  guidelines. 

Standard  life,  one  of  the 
largest  UK  insurers,  believes 
that  if  distress  is  genuine  “it  is 
difficult  to  see  why  it  should  be 
capped".  Tom  King,  a  director 
of  the  mutual,  said:  “We 
would  be  happy  to  see  the 
maximum  compensation  pay¬ 
ments  doubled  to  £100,000, 
which  would  bring  the  insur¬ 
ance  ombudsman’s  powers 
into  line  with  the  banking 
ombudsman’s  powers." 


MacLaurin  resigns 
from  NatWest 


Bv  Sarah. Cunningham 


LORD’  MACLAURIN  '  of 
Kn'ebworth,  the  chairman  of 
Tescov  resigned  from  the, 
board  of'NaxWest  yesterday’ 
after  Tesco  confirmed  that  it  is 
ending  '  its  nine-month-old 
agreement  with  .the  bank  so 
that  it  can  join  forces  with  ■ 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland.  ■ 
David  Reid,  Tesco’s  deputy . 
.chairman,  also  had  to  resign 
from  tjie  board  of  Legal  & 

'  General  becausetrf  the  super¬ 
market  group's  •  move  into 
fiiiandal  services. 

NatWest  has  been  operating 
Tesco’s  Clubcard  Plus  debit 


'card.  Tesoo  and  ’  RBS  will 
relaunch  Clubcard  Plus  and 
Follow  it  up  with  a  credit  card  in 
the- summer,  ownership  of  the 
joint  venture  wifi  be  "broadly 
equal".  Tesco  said.  The  part¬ 
ners  will  invest  up  to  £20 
million  each  in  the  first  year. 

Other  products,  including 
-  life'  insurance  and  general 
insurance,  offered  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Scottish  Widows  and 
.RBS’s  Direct  Line.  w»U  follow. 
Terry  Leahy,  chief  executive  of 
Tesco;  said. die  venture  would 
be  “a  truly  major  force  in 
financial  services  in  the  UK". 


Courts  to  be  part  of  new 
NatWest  wealth  division 

By  Robert  Miller,  banking  correspondent 


NATWEST  is  to  create  a 
“wealth  management”  arm 
with  more  than  £60  billion 
under  management  The  divi¬ 
sion  wifi!  incorporate  high- 
profile  brand  names  from 
within  tiie  group,  such  as 
Courts  and  Gartroore 
Derek  Wanless,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  high  street  dearer, 
dismissed  the  suggestion  that 
NatWest  Wealth  Manage¬ 
ment.  which  will  embrace 
NatWest  Life  and  NatWest 
Ventures,  would  be  for  rich 
customers  onlv.  He  said:  “This 


new  venture  is  as  applicable 
to  our  customers  with  just  a 
few  hundred  pounds  Invested 
in  unit  trusts  as  to  the  wealthi¬ 
est  pension  food  client  with 
billions  under  management." 

The  division  will  be  headed 
by  Paul  Myners.  chairman  of 
Gartmore,  the  pension  fund 
manager  NatWest  bought  last 
year.  Mr  Myners  will  join  the 
board  of  Courts.  He  said:  “We 
want  to  make  it  accessible  to 
everyone  who  is  planning  for 
their  future;  whether  it  Is 
retirement  planning,  long¬ 


term  healthcare,  pensions  or 
general  investment." 

Courts,  which  has  a  reput¬ 
ation  as  the  most  pukka  of 
private  banks,  has  been  in  the 
headlines  over  its  handling  of 
the  reported  derision  to  waive 
bank  charges  worth  £500.000 
on  tiie  Duchess  of  York’s 
overdraft  This  week  Courts 
halted  bankruptcy  proceed¬ 
ings  against  a  mother  of  three 
on  income  support,  over  debts 
incurred  by  her  husband  from 
whom  she  is  now 
separated.  City  diary,  page  31 


Rover  feels  pinch 
of  the  rising  pound 

■MMjaassBssSfSS 

said  yesterday  that  if  the  pound  stayed  strong,  Rover  nght 

.  .  ■  ■ _ • _ _ Kirzner  mrw-f* nartsaoroao. 


NOVEL  ifi  “J  — - B  , 

a  problem  for  Rover  and  British  industry". 

The  mark’s  recent  decline  against  most  currencies, 
including  sterling  and  the  dollar,-  has  helped  Gena an 
exporters,  but  made  foreign  goods  costlier  for  Germans,  who 
are  increasingly  buying  Rover  pars.  However,  Mr  Hasselkus_ 
gave  warning  against  tod  much  gloom.  He  expects  sterling  to 
fen  bade  again,  and,  until  1998.  Rover's  currency  risk  is  ( 
hedged  out  with  the  help  of  complex  financial  instruments.  ; 
UK  exporters  have  been  facing  an  increasing  tough  business 
climate  since  sterling  began  to  rise  again  anerits  1992  fall. 


Stena  to  shed  330  jobs 

STENA  LINE  has  given  unions  formal  notification  of  330 
compulsory  redundancies  at  the  ports  of  Dover  and 
Newhaven  in  advance  of  tire  proposed  merger  of  its  UK  ferry 
operations  with  P&O  European  Fsrries,  ft  was  reported 
yesterday.  The  merger  has  yet  to  be  approved  by  UK.  French 
and  EU  competition  authorities.  It  is  thought  that  up  to  1.000 
jobs  across  the  two  ferry  companies  will  eventually  go,  and  the 
current  round  of  redundancies  is  only  the  first  tranche.  Stella’s 
crew  toe  expected  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  cuts.  . 

Fed  backs  banking  move 

ALAN  GREENSPAN.  US  Federal  Reserve  Chairman,  said  the 
Fed  supports  moves  to  allow  non-banking  institutions  to  offer 
banking  services.  The  head  of  the  US  central  bank  told  the 
House  of  Representatives  banking  subcommittee;  The  boun- 
daries  between  finance  and  non-finance  are  likely  to  become 
increasingly  indistinct"  He  said  computer  and  software  busi¬ 
nesses  were  developing  sophisticated  products  that  blurred  the 
distinction.  But  he  called  an  Congress  to  move  with  caution  in 
lowering  the  legal  barriers  between  commerce  and  banking. 

ScotRail  strike  threat 

RAIL  workers  involved  in  a  long-running  dispute  are  to  stage 
fresh  strikes.  Around  700  train-crew  members  of  the  Rail. 
Maritime  and  Transport  union  employed  by  ScotRail  will 
walk  out  on  February  22  and  24  and  on  March  8  and  10, 
threatening  disruption  to  services.  Hie  dispute  began  last 
year  over  productivity  payments  but  was  fuelled  when  the 
company  disciplined  some  union  members  involved,  in 
industrial  action.  Around  800 non-train  crew  members  of  the 
RMT  have  voted  not  to  take  industrial  action. 

Siemens  optimistic 

SIEMENS,  the  German  electronics  giant,  said  that  weak 
semiconductor  prices  at  the  end  of  1996 caused  net  income  in  the 
first  quarter  of  its  fiscal  year  to  fall,  but  it  still  sees  stable  Full- 
year  profits.  Net  income  In  tiie  final  three  months  of  1996.  the 
first  quarter  of  Siemens’  business  year,  fell  5  per  cent,  to  DM478 
million,  despite  strong  growth  in  orders  during  tiie  same 
period.  Favourable  foreipt  exchange  markets  and  low  German 
interest  rates  boosted  orders  and  sales  in  the  first  quarter. 

AA  rejects  pilots’  offer 

AMERICAN  Airlines,  the  US'S  second-largest  carrier  and  tiie 
proposed  partner  of  British  Airways  in  a  new  global  alliance, 
yesterday  dismissed  the  latest  offer  from  its  pilots  aimed  at 
averting  a  strike.  Robert  Crandall,  its  chairman,  called  for 
binding  arbitration.  A  key  issue  in  the  bitter  dispute  is 
whether  AA  can  fly  the  small  jets  of  its  regional  carrier. 
American  Eagle,  with  lower-paid  pilots  belonging  to  another 
union,  a  move  opposed  by  foe  Allied  Pilots  Association. 

Analysts  back  Clyde 

ANALYSTS  at  BZW  Research  and  SBC  Warburg,  the  leading 
securities  houses,  yesterday  advised  Clyde  Petroleum  share¬ 
holders  to  reject  foe  £494  million  takeover  bid  from  Gulf 
Canada  Resources.  The  120p-a-share  offer  doses  on  Tuesday. 
Both  firms  backed  Clyde  because  of  the  strength  of  its 
management,  its  acquisitions  record  and  strong  cash 
generation.  Gulf  Canada,  which  owns  M.7  per  cent  of  its 
target,  argues  that  falling  oil  prices  threaten  Clyde's  prospects. 

BBA  buys  US  air  bases 

BBa  GROUP,  foe  airport  management  business,  has 
purchased  the  operations  of  three  service  bases  in  America - 
for  $185  million  through  its  subsidiary  Signature  Flight 
Support  Corporation.  The  bases  are  at  Teterboro  Airport. 
New  Jersey;  White  Plains.  New  York;  and  West  Palm  Beach, 
Honcte-  The  company  said  last  year’s  sales  for  the  three  bases 
was  $293  million-  The  group  now  has  41  fixed  base 
operations,  including  a  new  Swiss  joint  venture. 
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The  "Shell"  Transport  and  Trading  Company,  p.I.c. 

Final  Dividend  1996 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  a  balance  of  the  Register  will  be  struck  on  18th  April,  1997  for  tiie  preparation  of  warrants  for  a  Final 
dividend  for  the  year  1936  of  22.5p  per  25p  Ordinary  share,  tf  approved  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  to  be  held  on  14th  May, 
1997  the  dMdend  yyiU  be  paid  on  21st  May,  1997. 

For  transferees  to  receive  this  dividend,  their  transfers  must  be  lodged  with  the  Company's  Registrar-  Lloyds  Bank  Registrars,  The 
Causeway,  Worthing,  West  Sussex  BN99  6DA,  not  later  than  3  p.m.  on  18th  April,  1997. 

Share  Warrants  to  Beater 

The  Coupon  to  be  presented  for  the  above  dividend  will  be  No.  197  which  must  be  deposited  at  Lloyds  Bank  Registrar's 
Department,  Issues  Section,  Ground  Floor,  P.O  Box  1000.  Arrtholin  House,  71  Queen  Street,  London  EC4N  1SL  (not  later  than 
18th  April,  1997  fo  receive  payment  on  2tst  May.  l997)or  may  be  surrendered  through  Messieurs  La2ard  Frferes  et  Cie, 

121  Boulevard  Haussmann,  75382,  Paris  Cedex  08. 

Proposed  Capitalisation  Issue 

Notice  is  also  given  that,  subject  to  the  necessary  resolution  being  passed  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  (AGM)  of  the  Company  to 
be  held  on  Wednesday;  14th  May,  1997,  there  will  be  a  capitalisation  issue  of  Ordinary  shares.  If  the  recommendation  is  approved, 
two  new  Ordinary  shares  will  be  issued  in  respect  of  each  Ordinary  share  held  by  shareholders  on  the  Register  at  dose  of  business 
on  27th  June,  1997.  The  additional  shares  will  carry  the  same  rights  as  existing  Ordinary  shares  but  will  not  quality  for  any 
dividends  declared  or  paid  before  the  conclusion  of  the  AGM. 

Further  details.and  Notice  of  the  AGM  will  be  issued  on  or  about  1 1th  April.  1997. 

Share  Warrants  to  Bearer 

The  Coupon  to-be  presented  will  be  No.  198  and  foil  instructions  to  the  holders  of  Share  Warrants  to  Bearer  will  be  nubikhed  in 
•The  Times"  on  Monday,  19th  May,  1997. 

y  By  Order  of  the  Board 

*  Miss  J.E.  Munsiff 

Shell  Centre,.  '  Secretary 

London  SET  7NA  ■ 

.  13th  February.  1997 


Co-op  chief  discounts  plan 
to  sell  non-food  business 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 

GRAHAM  MELMOTH. 
chief  executive  of  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Services,  said  yes* 
today  that  he  has  no  intention 
of  selling  chunks  of  the  non¬ 
food  business  to  Andrew 
Regan,  the  entrepeneur. 

Shares  in  Lanica  Trust,  Mr 
Regan’s  investment  vehicle, 
were  suspended  on  Monday 
when  it  confirmed  reports  that 
it  was  involved  in  plans  to  buy 
parts  of  the  CWS  and  the. 
smaller  Cooperative  Retail  So¬ 
ciety's  non-food  business. 

Mr  Meimoth  said  yesterday 
that  the  CWS  and  CRS  were  in 
foil  agreement  on  the  Lanica 
Trust  approach  and  he  would 
be  happy  to  talk  to  Mr  Regan, 
.who  is  understood  to  be  on 


Meimoth:  riot  selling 


holiday,  but  he  does  not 
envisage  doing  business.  He 
added  that  he  has  not  replied 
to  the  letter  sent  to  CWS  and 
CRS  on  Monday  from  Galileo, 


the  separate  investment  vef 
tie  set  up  by  Lanica  to  raise  t 

to  £500  million 

One  or  two  other  compani 
have  inquired  this  wo 
whether  CWS  would  be  wi 
ing  to  sell  parts  of  foe  busfrje 
but  they  have  been  told  not 
mg  is  for  sale,  he  said. 

Mr  Meimoth  said  that  d 
CWS-s  huge  funeral  busines 
which  earned  out  arour 
55,000  funerals  last  yea 
“would  be  one  of  the  la 
businesses  we'd  sell”.  As  tl 
UK’s  largest  commerd 
former,  he  has  no  intention 
seUmg  that  business  either. 

The  only  non-core  busipes 
es  are  a  small  engineerir 
operation  and  a  small  chain 
garages,  he  said,  but  they  "a 
not  up  for  sale”. 


Directors  cut  Tube  projects 


DOZENS  of  investment 
projects  on  the  London  Under¬ 
ground  were  yesterday 
dropped  by  the  London  Trans¬ 
port  board,  a  decision  taken 
because  of  the  £400  million  cut 
in  state  subsidy  announced  in 
the  Budget  (Jonathan  Pnmn 
writes}. 

Details  of  the  scrapped 
schemes  will  be  revealed  by 

V 


ftrter  Ford,  the  chairman,  £nd 
Denis  Tunnidifle,  chief  execu¬ 
te-  when  they  appear  before 
me  Commons  Transport 
Select  Committee  next  week.' 

LT  would  not  common  re¬ 
sults  of  a  board  meeting  yester¬ 
day.  but  casualties  are  thought 
to  indude  tiie  £100  milfion 
modernisation  of  the  Northern 
Line,  a  £100  million  refurbish¬ 


ment.  of  District  Lit 
and  a  £5  million  m< 
tion  of  Oxford  Street  ; 

However,  money  I 
found  to  complete  wa 
East  London  Line, 
almost  two  yrars.  tfr 
peace-trme  dosure  d 
line  this  century.  Loot 
ness  groups  and  Lab 
dernned  the  planned  < 
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□  Inching  towards  facts  on  windfall  tax  □  Pearson’s  little  accounting  problem  □  OECD’s  rosy  view  of  France 


are  indung  closer  to  scane 
w?at  constitute  Labourt . 
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levy— but  it  is  painfully 
progress.  Hie. omens  for 
pompame  themselves,  and  for 
nivestors,  are  looking  better. 

First,  the  amount.  Gordon 
crown  has  limited  Labour  to  a 
sum  of  £3  billion  lifted  from  the 
Privatised  utilities.  This  is  not  a 
Pending  promise,  and  there  is  no  ' 
guarantee  that  he  as  Chancellor, 
a  successor,  will  not  come 
for  more  if  the  rnmnamps  .■ 
sutvtve  the  experience. 

We  still  do  not  know  how  the 
fox  is  to  be  assessed  among  each, 
but  a  £3  billion  figure  based  on 
hmnaver  of  their  regulated  busi¬ 
nesses  would  not,  as  this  column 

has  pointed  out,  break  the  bank 
for  anyone. 

We  also  do  not  know  which  ' 
companies  wffl  attract  tat  How¬ 
ever,  remarks  by  Mr  Brown  cm 
BBC  Radio  4’S  Today  pro¬ 
gramme  take  us  a  little  nearer —  - 
an  the  twin  provisos  that  he  will 
be  bound  by  ms  word  and  that  he 
knows  what  he  is  talking  about 
.  “An  ondinazy  company  work¬ 
ing  within  the  marketplace  that 
is  not  regulated  on  grounds  of 
price  does  not  come  within  this 
[tax],"  he  said.  Mr  Brown  was 
pressed  on  whether  British  Tele¬ 
com  or  British  Airways  would  - 
be  levied,  but  would  not  say.  On 
this  definition,  BT  is  hit  and BA 
escapes  entirely.  The  three 
power  generators,  which  are  not 


Brown’s  hidden  hit  list 


regulated,  escape  likewise. 

Letusdrawa  discreetveil  over 
the  awful  possibility  that  our 
would-be  Chancellor  believes 
that  BA  and  the  generators  do 
have  their  prices  set  by  some 
regulator  —  Ofwrng  for  BA, 
perhaps?  He  then  backtracked, 
setting  three  criteria  for  the  tax. 
They  were,  first,  the  extent  of  the 
monopoly  position  enjoyed.  BA 
competes  with  200  other  airlines 
in  this  country  alone,  and.  the 
generators  are  m  a  market  made 
up  of  20  separate  businesses,  so 
no  monopoly.  BT  has  about  an  85 
per  cent  market  share,  so  some 
tax  levied  there. 

Second,  Mr  Brown  repeated 
the  point  about  regulated  prices. 
His  third  basis  for  setting  a  tax' 
was  more  weaselworded:  the 
value  of  the  assets  at  point  of 
sale,  that  is,  at  privatisation. 

All  three  of  bur  borderline 
cases,  unlike  poor  British  Gas, 
have  outperformed  the  market 
But  this  does  not  automatically 
mean  that  they  were  sold  too 
cheaply,  only  that  they  have 
performed  better  in  the  hands  of 
private  shareholders  than  under 
State  ownership. 

It  is  utterly  antithetical  to  the 
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ROYAL  Dutch  Shell,  die  Ah- 
gkv  Dutch  ofl  group,  yesterday 
set  out  senior  management 
changes  and  pledged  to  drive 
down  costs  further  as  it  un¬ 
veiled  record  profits  for  19%. 

Announcing  a  30  per  cent 
rise  in  annual  net  income  to 
£5.69  billion,  fuelled  by  higher 
oil  prices  and  increased  output 
the  company  said  JohrrJenn-- 
bigs  would  retire  as  ebakman 
of  Shell  Transport  a  Trading, 
the  British  aim  in  June.  Mark 
Moody-Sluart,  a  group  manag¬ 
ing  director,  is  to  succeed  him. 
At  Royal  Dutch.  Jeroen  van  tier 
Veer  has  been  appointed  as  a 
managing  director. 

The  City  warmly  welcomed  a 
fOJ  per  cent  increase  in  the 
final  dividend  and  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  return  on  capital  to 
above  13  per  cent  from  11  per 
cent  a  vear  ago  and  10.6  per 
cent  in  1995.  Shellis  narrowing 
the  gap  with  BPS  return  of  15 

per  cent,  announced  this  week. 

in  London,  Shell  shares  rose 
27‘ap  to  a  12-rwxith  high  of 
£iOS9.  helped  by  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  proposed  two-for-one  scrip 
issue  and  the  increased  payout. 
The  final  dividend  rises  to  2ZSp 
a  share  from  20.4p.  taking  the 
total  to  63.6p  from  47. 8p. 

Shell  said  earnings  from  cul 
and  gas.  boosted  fry  higher  oil 
prices  and  increased  produc¬ 
tion,  easily  outweighed  a  sub¬ 
stantial  fall  in  profits  from  its 


chemicals  business  in  1996. 
Net  income  rose  87  per  cent  to 
£1.44  bOfiori  in  the  fourth 
quarter.  On  a  current  cost 
basis  profits  rose  23  per  cent  to 
£53  billion  in  1996  and  more 
than  doubled  to  EL29  billion  in 
the  final  quarter. 

Exploration  and  production 
earnings,  rose  £1.4  btHkabta 
-fL®  bflfion  over  the  year.ref- 
lecring  higher  output  of  oil  and 
gas  and  stronger  prices.  OH, 
trading  at  an  average  $18.60  a 
barrel  in  the  first  quarter, 
reached  $23.60  in  the  final 
one.  Refining  and  marketing 
also  advanced,  to  £2  billion 
from  £13  bfllion.  largely  be¬ 
cause  of  inventory  gains  out¬ 
side  America.  But  the  effect  of 
volume  growth  was  limited,  by 
pressure  on  marketing  mar* 


fell  to  £762  rmlBon  from  £ 1.09 
bfllkm.  Industry  margins  are 
expected  to  remain  weak  in 
1997,  the  company  said. 

Shell  expects  weaker  oil  pri¬ 
ces  tills  year,  as  non-Opec 
output  rises.  Refining  margins 
may  also  be  eroded  in  the  seas¬ 
onal  downturn  in  demand. 
Mr  Jennings  said  group  capi¬ 
tal  expenditure  was  likely 
reach  $14  bfllion  by 2001.  Most 
of  it  will  fond  exploration  and 
moditetion  expansion.  It  was 
$123  billion  last  year. 
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JAMES  NOBLE,  the  man 
who  was  instrumental  in  turn¬ 
ing  British  Biotech  into  the 
leading  biopharmaceuticals 
company,  resigned  as  finance 
director  yesterday  and  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  another  job  m 

the  industry.  ... 

His  departure cameas  tatie 
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THE  Cambridge  graduate 
whose  inventions  led  to  the 
creation  of  Toad,  the  car 
security  company,  was  made 
redundant  three  days  before 
the  sudden  departure  of 
Charles  Parker,  its  newly 
appointed  chief  executive.  . 

Edward  Snow.  26,  whose 
dashboard  spy  camera  was  the 
gist  of  Toad’s  car  security 
products,  sold  a  significant 
part  of  his  holding  in  the  com¬ 
pany  just  days  before  Mr 
Parker’s  resignation  sent  its 
shares  plunging  fry  40  per  cent 

Chris  Evans,  the  biotech 
entrepreneur  who  took  Toad 
to  market;  played  down  die 
departure.  He  said  that  al¬ 
though  Mr  Snow  had  been  a 
key  figure  in  the  earfy  days. 
his  position  —  head  of  new 
product  research  —  had  dim¬ 
inished  as  the  company 
evolved.  He  said:  “When 
Toad  only  employed  six 
people,  he  was  very  impor¬ 
tant.  But  the  company  now 
employs  over  100,  and  he  had 
naturally  became  more  of  a 


Mr  Evans  -  said  that  Mr 
Snow  had  sold  foe  shares  to 
fond  an  -MBA  course  in 
France.  Mr  Snow  Is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  arranged  the 
disposal,  which  raised  around 
£35,000,  force  weeks  before 
Mr  Parker’s  re-agnation. 

Toad  now  makes  rnost  of  its 

money  from  Secnr-Fix  film 
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ism  mat  New  Labour  claims  to 
espouse  to  tax  success  pro  rasa  in 
tins  way  —  those  that  out¬ 
performed  being  propo  rtionately 
worse  hit  than  the  laggards.  In 
the  real  world,  of  course,  this  is 
probably  what  will  happen. 

But  with  foe  election  so  near, 
and  the  amount  Labour  wants 
.fixed  in  foe  public  mind,  there  is 
no  reason  how  why  Mr  Brown 
cannot  identify  those  companies 
he  intends  to  tax,  even  if  he  (foes 
not  attach  an  individual  tax  bill  to 
each.  Investors  deserve  no  less. 
Remember  investors,  Mr  Brown? 
A  bit  like  stakeholders,  only  they 
have  been  around  rather  longer. 


Cooking  the  books 
at  Pen  guin 


□  THIS  is  a  truly  weird  stale  of 
affairs  that  the  new  Pearson 
management  has  discovered  in 
the  United  States.  It  would  ,  fit 
well  perhaps  within  one  of  those 
old  Penguin  crime  navels  with 


the  green  cavers,  except  feat 


there  a 
and  pei 


s  to  be  no  motive — 
no  crime  either. 


Unofficial  discounts  of  3  to  4 


per  cent  were  negotiated  with 
some  bookstores  by  one  individ¬ 
ual  low  down  in  the  Penguin  US 
accounts  department 

The  cash  was  paid  for  foe 
books,  and  the  discounts  then 
handed  back  to  the  retailers  in 
return  for  prompt  payment  In 
accounting  terms  the  discounts 
were  treated  as  if  the  money  was 
still  owed  to  penguin. 

Over  three  years,  the  discounts 
paid  back  reached  the  best  part 
of  foe  £100  million  charge  Pear¬ 
son  has  taken.  The  rest  will  cover 
reimbursement  of  airy  shops  not 
offered  the  original  discount  who 
feel  they  have  been  dis¬ 
advantaged  and  sue  —  this  is 
America,  remember— plus  law¬ 
yers’  and  accountants’  toes. 

As  foe  money  is  not  really 


owed  to  Penguin,  it  served  to 
flatter  Penguin’s  profits,  which 
will  have  to  be  restated.  As  it 
does  not  represent  cash  owing, 
just  cash  never  received,  it  wnl 
come  off  the  balance  sheet  value, 
although  any  future  reimburse¬ 
ments  will  have  to  be  paid  out  of 
Pearson's  cash. 

It  all  begs  two  questions.  Why 
did  foe  individual,  who  does  not 
seem  to  have  benefited  materi¬ 
ally,  do  it?  The  scam  would  have 
had  to  be  uncovered  eventually, 
to  the  ruin  of  her  career.  And  did 
any  of  the  bookshops  know  that 
those  discounts  were 
unauthorised? 

The  matter  came  to  light  when 
some  of  foe  shops  approached 
Putnam  Berkley,  the  publisher 
just  bought  by  Pearson,  and 
asked  whether  the  same  discount 
applied  to  its  books.  It  was  not 
discovered  by  the  new  Pearson 
management,  led  by  Marjorie 
Scardino,  although  they  would 
have  found  out  in  the  end. 

The  affair  lias  no  implications 
for  any  rumoured  takeover  of 
Pearson,  and  little  for  foe  share 
price,  which  settled  down  well 
yesterday  after  the  initial  shock. 
But  it  does  prompt  one  thought 


Only  at  foe  Pearson  of  old  could 
such  an  elaborate  deception  have 
been  created  without  apparently 
bringing  anyone  any  profit 


Reality 

deficit 


□  ONE  needs  several  EU  sur¬ 
plus  mountains  of  se/  to  get 
through  the  Organisation  for 
Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development's  views  on  the 
French  economy.  The  OECD  is 
notorious  for  giving  countries  an 
easy  ride  in  such  reports,  that  co¬ 
operation  tending  to  be  with  foe 
relevant  finance  ministry.  The 
result  is  a  snapshot  of  our 
neighbour  unfamiliar  to  anyone 
who  has  been  there  recently. 

The  OECD  is  also  notoriously 
in  favour  of  European  Monetary 
Union,  and  willing  to  bend  the 
facts  if  this  edges  foe  great  dream 
closer  to  reality.  France  will 
doubtless  get  to  the  3  per  cent 
limit  in  its  budget  deficit,  as  the 
report  says  —  hut  no  criticism  of 
foe  way  it  gels  there.  Nothing 
about  fudging  or  accounting 
wheezes,  no  doubts  about  foe 
most  notorious  one  —  France 


Telecom  hands  foe  Government 
a  huge  one-off  payment  and  in 
return  the  state  picks  up  all 
future  pension  liabilities. 

None  of  this  is  news,  but  it 
seems  to  have  escaped  foe 
OECD,  whose  optimism  on 
growth  is,  shall  we  say,  not 
universally  shared  among  econo¬ 
mists.  The  real  shock  is  the 
treatment  of  French  unemploy¬ 
ment,  which  merits  just  eight 
lines  of  the  report’s  assessment 
and  recommendations. 

A  structural  unemployment 
rate  of  10  per  cent  is  described  as 
“preoccupying'*.  Not  “appall¬ 
ing",  not  “worrying  in  its  im¬ 
plications  for  social  cohesion  and 
political  extremism".  One  has  to 
wonder  how  the  OECD's  rose- 
tinted  spectacles  would  have 
viewed  foe  Weimar  Republic. 
“Artistically  lively,  but  inflation 
remains  a  concern ",  perhaps? 


Slow  motion 


D  MANY  thanks  to  Detoitte 
Touche  Tohmatsu  for  its  illu¬ 
minating  Top  200  list  of  the 
fastest  growing  companies  in  tbe 
world  Stratagem,  foe  doors, 
fridges  and  computers  conglom¬ 
erate,  is  Britain’s  second  speedi¬ 
est  group,  and  nineteenth  m  all, 
ahead  107  per  cent  over  five 
years.  Alas,  the  race  is  not 
always  to  the  swift.  Stratagem's 
shares  have  collapsed  from  J80p 
to  just  70p  in  foe  past  year. 
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f'VI  be  word  audit 
.  '  ■  r  derives  from  the 
-  -  ■  Latin  ’to  beer'.  - A 
■  v  medieval  laid  would 
-attract  his  estate  to  a  stew¬ 
ard.  An  softitor  would  subse¬ 
quently  give  his  Hardship  a 
regular,  verbal  account  of 
the  state  of  the  business  and 
.foe -performance  of  foe  stew¬ 
ard.?*™?  aspects 
Tor  tronMnc*  have  got  away 
eittb  the  tmtutro  language 
ettoday's  written  audit  qpto- 


A  modem  crusade 


Ernst  4k  Young,  the  Big 
Eix  accountancy  firm,  has 
just  spent  up  to  2350m 
worWwMa  trying  to  -restore 
something  of  fofe  medieval 
servtoo  tn  its  cheats.  It  is.  In 
effect  offering  to  audit  the 
estates  off  its  . chests  —  not 
fast  a  drtsddfat of  paMahad 


. ;  “We.  want  to  audit  the 
.  bostere  ~  not  fast  the  ttaan- 
:  crato”  rays  Writ  Land,  the 
.  firm's  UK  nenior  partner. 
Most  Of  the  Big  Sx  Anns  are 

-  .riytog.toretowntor  at  least 
’■  nmdacBJaa,  Ok  aodtt.KPMQ, 
-■  jar  qcampte,  fa'  dose,  to 

mrvefltagfts  veraka- Audit 
3000 -In  the  UK. 

-  -  BAY'S  candidate  -  Audit 
U  innovation  ^or  AT  -  Beds  to 

-  ggpHTpi  the  restricted 
cautious  HnsucM  assurance 

„•  provided '  /  the  modem  stak 
j f-  ntary  audit  which  has 
ttttfe  fa  fteeaflaS  — 
h"  with  a  amch  uito  assnr- 
“  ance  on  business  rides  and  a 
stream  of  Uses  on  how  to 

—  improver  commercial  peririr- 
.  .malice. 

:  v;  There  fa-no  doubt  audit 


needs  reinventing.- To  many 
companies  ft  seems  aa  irrefe- 
vance,  required  by  statute, 
but  wanted  by  tew.  This  is 
partly  because  directors,  to 
affiret,  appoint  and  pay  the 
auditor.  It  is  hardly  surpris¬ 
ing  that  dbeetcre  see  little 
:  value  to  a  product  designed 
to  monitor  their  perfar- 
Baaicft  and  integrity.  S  they 
are  honest  they  will  aee  it  as 
a  waste  of  money.!?  toy  are 
dishonest  they  wig  not  want 
to  pay  for  a  good  dria. 

Against  this  background  it 
fa  badly  surprising  that  teas 
for  audits  have  cans  undo* 
tremendous  downward  pros' 
sure.  Competitive  tendering 
has  became  a  ujecbBxdsxu  tor  . 
pegging  fees.  However,  firms 
have  httie  chc&ce  but  to  oon- 
ttoue  to  compete  for  the 
business  because  of  the' 
unique  ptotttttm.lt  provides 
Cor  the  setting  of  other,  more 
lucrative,  services  to  audit 
Charts.  The  work  has  one 
other  important  advantage, 
ft  teaches  accountants  how 
frastoesaes  reaOywork  -  gfa- 
ing  them  a  priodesa  gllnipse 
into  the  bent  of  a  woddug 
company. 

The  probtom  has  hem  that 
while  the  audit  team  may 
leave  foe  premises  with  a 
iarriqrtu  jwdgtit  fwtn  fi 

bastoafls,  tbe  riksrts  do  not 
always  get  to  share  tt.  Nor 
are  foe  audit  team  motivated 
to  nae  foe  information  they 


have  gathered  and  Checked 
to  analyse  the  chart's  busi¬ 
ness.  Nor  are  tbe  nan- 
flnandaj  risks  which  the 
husiaess  faces  Tbe 

no-frffls  “plain  vanilla"  audit 
merdy .satisfies  the.govero- 
ment^  requirements. 

Tbe  residt  is  that  directors 
have  tong  pestered  auditors 
ft r  some  evidence  of  value 
they  can  add  to  foe  bustaass 
from,  the  audit  process  - 
sometimes  to  order  to  justify 
paying  tor  it  at  afi.  Ihfa  pres¬ 
sure  has  been  immensely 
increased  fry  a  perception 
that  audits  do  not  work.  The 
string  of  audit  fafinres  of  foe 
late  1980s  and  early  1990a. 
and  the  resulting  investiga¬ 
tion  by  Sir  Adrian  Cadbury 


Tie  wodc  teaches 


accountants  how 
businesses  really 
work -  giving 
thema  priceless 
glimpse  into 
the  heart 
of  a  working 


company 


into  corporate  governance, 
has  tried  to  close  this 
‘texpectattan  gap". 

Directors,  and  especially 
non-erorartive -directors,  now 
have  good  reason  to  seek  a 
wide  assurance  and  objective 
analysis  of  the  businesses 
they  help  run.  The  berea* 
tog  tendency  far  directors  to 
end  up  In  court  when  compa¬ 
nies  fail  has  also  concen¬ 
trated  minds.  Shareholders 
also  want  assurance  on  a 
widening  range  of  issues  - 
tram  internal  contrails  to 
envinumaitel  poformanca 
E&Y  beUeve’s  Al  ls  the 
answer.  R  had  better  he  foe 
firm  has  invested  £S0m 
woridwide  -  and  up  to  a  fur- 
ther  £3tXkn  to  time  ~ 
Into  rolling  it  out.  Land 
thinks  it  is  tbe  thing 
for  tbs  Ann  worldwide  -  but 
“manna  from  heaven"  far 
tbe  UK  firm .  in  particular. 
This  is  tor  two  main  reasons. 
First;  he  fa  trying  to  place 
E&Y  at  foe  "vtOofradded" 
end  of  foe  accountancy  ser¬ 
vices  spectrum.  Second,  it 
dovetails  with  reforms  he 
has  made  to  foe  way  E&Ts 
staff  trade  -  reftnns  mads 
easier  by  the  messy  trauma 
of  the  firm's  birth  —  from  foe 
merger  of  Arthur  .Young  and 
Ernst  &.  Whinney  in  1909.  *1 
think  the  merger  was  a  bit  cf 
a  catalyst,”  admits 
The  way  people  are 
attected  by  AI  is  central  to 


Land's  programme  of 
change.  He  has  tried  to 
replace  the  traditional  “rilo" 
management  strectera  of  foe 
audit  group  -  with  foe  audit 
partner  in  charge  at  foe  top 
-  fry  a  team  with  “roles  not 
grades”.  It  includes  a  rela¬ 
tionship  manager,  know¬ 
ledge  steward,  financial  spe¬ 
cialist,  and  so  an.  Perhaps 
only  half  foe  team  will  be 
accountants.  The  key.  rela¬ 
tionship  manager  does  not 
have  to  be  an  auditor.  Like 
Land,  the  structure  is  Infor¬ 
mal  and  unstuSy.  If  it  falls  it 
Win  be  semes  unstructured 
and  woolly.. 

AX  seeks  to  deliver  not 
only  an  audit  opinion  - 
required  by  statute  -  but 
wider  assurance  on  general 
risks  and  suggestions  on 
curbing  them,  into 

how  foe  business  is  running; 
and  a  raft  of  ideas  for 
iMjpravTOBnte 


Each  AI  contract  fa 
defined  by  a  “ser¬ 
vice  charter”  which 
analyses  strengths, 
weaknesses,  opportunities, 
and  threats.  E&Y  then 
ondotakes  to  deliver  reports 
and  solutions  using  a  com¬ 
puter  “knowledge  web"  and 
foe  latest  business  process 
amtiyria  which  can.  that  be 
measured  against  a  “value 

scorecard".  Land  fa  "inter¬ 
ested  in  moving  towards 


value  billing"  for  AI  -  link¬ 
ing  the  scorecard  results  to 
pans  of  foe  the. 

AI  is  now  beyond  foe 
drawing  board.  The  key  prin¬ 
ciples  will  underpin  tbe 
audits  performed  by  E&Y  for 
600  clients  reporting  to  late 
1996  and  esiiy  1997.  Almost 
all  foe  firm’s  *200  audit  staff 
have  now  been  trained.  John 
McMillan,  an  E&Y  partner 
who  has  actually  been  run¬ 
ning  AI,  says  it  has  both 
motivated  audit  teams  and 
impressed  customers,  "There 
wifi  be  only  one  methodol¬ 
ogy,1’  he  says;  "Although  we 
can  deliver  "plain  vanffia”  if 
the  client  wishes." 

It  is  a  measure  ctf  how  far 
auditing  may  have  lost  its 
way  that  fofa.  much  money 
and  time  needs  to  be 
invested  in  relcivaitijig  a  rel¬ 
evant  one.  "While  E&Yb  soft¬ 
ware  and  methodology  will 
be  easy  to  repfleate  -  the 
change  in  foe  way  people 
wodc  wifi  be  tench  harder  to 
copy.  AI  certainly  sounds 
like  progress  -  although 
there  will  have  to  be  strict 
rules  to  make  sure  auditors 
are  wnoflirt  about  tbe  busi¬ 
ness  solutions  they  have 
themselves  suggested!  In 
other  words  assurance  must 
outweigh  advice. 

The  rest  of  the  Big  Sbt  will 
in  any  case  have  their  owzt 
projects.  Clients ’can  only 
beg®  that  (me  of  them  gats  a 
right  soon.  The  prize  will  be 
an  audit  fin-  which  clients 
vriQ  actively  want  to  pay  - 
an  audit  which  they  will  lis¬ 
ten  to.  as  wen  as  bear. 


The  Financial  Times  tells  the 
story  so  far  and  already  many 
of  our  clients  are  seeing  what 
Audit  Innovation  can  deliver. 


Mi  Ernst  &Young 


Ernst  &  Young,  Bucket  House,  Lambeth  Palace  Road, 
London  SEt  ?EU.  Telephone:  0171  931  5906/03  or 
e-mail  ssinclain/Zcc. ernsty.co.uk. 
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:  STOCK  MARKET 


MICHAEL  CLARK 


Smith  &  Nephew  revives 
on  renewed  takeover  talk 


HAVING  traded  just  a  shade 
above  their  low  Tor  some  time, 
shares  of  Smith  &  Newphew 
bounced  back  yesterday,  re¬ 
viving  suggestions  that  a  bid¬ 
der  may  be  stalking  the 
shares. 

The  Elastoplast  to  Nivea 
healthcare  group  finished  the 
session  9p  better  at  I88p  in 
heavy  turnover  that  saw  al¬ 
most  nine  million  shares 
change  hands.  Talk  by  City 
speculators  in  the  past  has 
tinted  the  group  with  Johnson 
&  Johnson  in  the  US.  The 
nappies  supplier  might  be  one 
of  the  few  companies  with  the 
financial  resources  to  be  able 
to  afford  S&N's  E2  billion-plus 
price  tag. 

Big  things  are  expected  of 
S&N.  with  the  group  launch¬ 
ing  Dermagraft,  its  biological¬ 
ly-engineered  skin  replace¬ 
ment  treatment,  later  this 
year.  Brokers  say  it  should  be 
a  real  money  spinner. 

Share  prices  generally  took 
their  lead  from  another 
record-breaking  run  by  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
overnight  on  Wall  Street.  It 
managed  to  offset  news  of  the 
latest  rise  in  inflation,  while 
another  positive  start  in  New 
York  last  night  provided  fur¬ 
ther  impetus.  The  FT-SE  100 
index  dosed  just  a  shade 
below  its  best  with  a  rise  of 
2Z8  at  a  new  closing  high  of 
4327.1.  A  total  of  957  million 
shares  were  traded. 

The  City  gave  a  warm 
response  to  full-year  figures 
from  Shell  with  profits  surg¬ 
ing  60  per  cent  in  the  final 
quarter.  The  group  showed  it 
had  made  strides  in  control¬ 
ling  costs,  but  warned  of  a 
softening  in  the  strong  oil 
price  once  deliveries  from  Iraq 
are  resumed.  The  shares 
jumped  30p  to  £10.91  *2  exdted 
by  news  of  a  two-for-one  scrip 
issue.  BP,  which  reported 
earlier  this  week,  finished  6p 
lighter  at  694p. 

Ratal  Electronics  finished 
13‘ap  higher  at  276‘ap  with  the 
speculators  taking  the  view 
that  if  Sir  Ernest  Harrison, 
chairman,  is  prepared  to  ac¬ 
cept  bids  for  Chubb,  he  may 
be  willing  to  do  so  for  Racai. 
The  Racai  price  was  also 
supported  by  a  brokers'  rec¬ 
ommendation  after  a  visit  to 
the  company. 

Chubb  Security,  the  lock¬ 
smith  demerged  from  Racai 
Electronics  a  few  years  back, 
surged  79p  to  42Dp  on  news  of 
a  bid  approach.  Chubb  said 
the  talks  revolved  around 
terms  for  an  agreed  bid  of  up 
to  450p  a  share.  Potential 


Copyright  Promotions,  up  lO^p,  has  a  deal  with  Playmates, 
the  people  who  brought  yon  Teenage  Mutant  Ninja  Turtles 


predators  were  said  to  indude 
Williams  Holdings.  3‘ap 
firmer  at  33Sp,  and  Rentokil 
Initial,  s2p  off  at  483p. 
Rentokil  later  denied  any  in¬ 
volvement  Bids  from  as  far 
afield  as  Sweden  and  Austra¬ 
lia  are  anticipated.  Another 
candidate  is  said  to  be 
Ingersoll  Rand,  die  US  indus¬ 
trialist. 

Royal  Bank  of  Scotland 


ID  t 

market  as  several  protected 
trades  went  through.  These 
included  700,000  shares  at 
74SI2p,  533582  at  752p  and 
500,000  at  751p.  It  boosted 
total  turnover  in  the  shares  to 
3.6  million. 

Pearson  dropped  14p  to 
74912p,  after  briefly  touching 
702,2p,  on  the  news  it  was 
taking  a  £100  million  charge 


The  bears  are  keeping  their  positions  open  in  Reuters,  die 
financial  news  service,  after  a  warning  from  the  company 
about  future  earnings  growth.  The  price  finished  another  4p 
cheaper al  646 'zp  amid  tears  ft  may  have  further  to  fall.  There  is 
even  talk  it  may  use  its  cash  mountain  on  a  major  acquisition. 


rose  9r2p  to  629p  after  an¬ 
nouncing  its  link-up  ;  with 
Tesoo,612p  better  at  344'  ap.  to 
develop  its  own  retail  banking 
service  in  its  stores. 

Lloyds  TSB.  which  kicks  off 
the  banks*  dividend  reporting 
season  later  today,  firmed 
3*ap  to  5Q2p.  Barclays,  report¬ 
ing  next  week,  was  I9*ap 
dearer  at '£11.97' 2. 

Reddtt  &  Coleman  jumped 


after  the  discovery  of  im¬ 
proper  accounting  at  its  Pen¬ 
guin  Publishing  subsidiary  in 
New  York.  The  media  group, 
which  also  owns  the  Financial 
Times ,  Lazard  Brothers  mer¬ 
chant  bank  and  Madame 
Tussauds,  has  been  talked  off 
as  a  possible  bid  target. 

The  strong  pound  continued 
to  take  its  toll  of  Britain's 
exporters.  This  time  there 


RACAL  ELECTRONICS:  CHUBB  BIO 
TALK  EXCITES  THE  SPECULATORS 
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were  losses  far  chemrial  com¬ 
panies  like  BTP,  I2lap  down 
at  2Slp,  Croda  International, 
19‘zp  off  at  319p  and  Laporte, 
lip  down  at  661p.  The  chemi¬ 
cal  industry  has  been  de¬ 
pressed  worldwide  and  a 
strong  pound  mates  them 
even  less  competitive. 

British  Sted  was  unmoved 
at  140'ap  on  news  of  the  hefiy 
losses  at  Avesta  Sheffield 
where  it  is  a  majority  share¬ 
holder. 

British  Biotechnology  fell 
9'2p  to  239p  on  learning  of  the 
departure  of  James  Noble, 
finance  director.  The  company 
is  now  looking  far  a  successor. 

Elsewhere  among  the 
biotech  companies  Cortecs 
International  showed  no 
signs  of  slowing  with  a  rise  of 
a  further  7p  to  238 '2p.  Shield 
Diagnostics  confined  to  build 
on  its  recent  gains  with  a  leap 
of  45‘2p  at  370‘ap  as  brokers 
again  reflected  on  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  its  new  treatment  to 
diagnose  heart  attacks  earlier. 

Willis  Corroon  received  a 
lukewarm  reception  to  full- 
year  figures  showing  a  13  per 
oent  rise  in  pre-tax  profit  to 
E89.1  million  with  the  price 
failing  64p  to  133p.  The 
insurance  broker  remained 
cautious  about  current 
trading. 

Copyright  Promotions 
stood  out  with  a  rise  of  10l2p  at 
91p  after  clinching  a  major 
deal  with  Playmates  Toys  to 
market  the  Mr  Men  toy  brand 
in  the  US.  Playmates  was  also 
responsible  for  the  Teenage 
Ninja  Mutant  Turtles  theme 
which  was  all  die  rage  with 
children  a  few  years  back. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The  latest 
inflation  numbers  did  not  sit 
well  with  bond  market  and 
prices  gave  up  ground. 
underperforming  other  Euro¬ 
pean  bond  markets.  The  rise 
to  3.1  per  cent  in  underlying 
inflation  during  January  lea 
dealers  disappointed.  They 
had  been  hoping  for  a  faff 
below  3  per  cent. 

In  the  futures  pic.  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  fetl  £3 re 
to  EliQ^ie  as  the  total  number 
of  contracts  completed 
dropped  to  75,000. 

Treasury  S  per  cent  2015  lost 
£*32  at  £107*32.  white  Trea¬ 
sury  8  per  cent  2000  was 
unchanged  at  £104*8 

□  NEW  YORK:  Bonds  and 
equities  were  higher  by 
midsession  in  a  follow- 
through  to  Wednesday's  pow¬ 
erful  and  broad-based  rally. 
Jty  midday  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  was  2BSI 
points  higher  ar  6.990.50. 
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Allies  sought  in  pump  wars 


LOOKING  at  the  paltry  returns  from  refining 
oil  and  selling  petrol,  it  is  easy  to  wonder  in  a 
-bad  year  why  giants  of  the  industry  such  as 
Shell  and  BP  bother?  The  capital  employed  in 
these  activities  would  sometimes  earn  a  better 

return  in  the  bank.  ,’••••  . 

It  is.  of  course,  inconceivable  that  KoyaJ 
Dutdi/Shell.  the  world’s  second-impest  off 
company  would  sit  back  and  do  nothing-  The 
message  from  both  sides  of  the.  North  Sea 
yesterday  seemed  to  be:  if  you  cant  beat  them, 

join  them.  ...  „ 

In  London,  Shell  let  slip  that  if  was  m  talks 
with  one  or  two  British  supermarket  groups 
over  joining  forces  in  an.  effort  to  fight  the  war 
raging  on  petrol  forecourts  up  and: down  the 
country.  Rival  BP,  it  should  be  noted,  has 
already  joined  up  with  Safeway,  and  in  The 
Netherlands  Shell  has  struck  a  deal  with 


Koninklijke  Ahold,  the  country^  largest 
retailer,  to  have  food  shops  at  Shell  petrol 

stations.  .  ,  _ , ,  - , 

Over  in  The  Hague,  Royal  Dutch  said  it 
was  considering  teaming  up  with  another 
large  oil  company  in  Europe  in  an  effort  to 
boost  the  margins  on  refixung  oiL  The  group 
has  already  shut  a  refinery  in  Switzerland 
and  cut  capacity  at  one  in  the  South  of  France. 
Shell  said  that  both  refining  and  petrol 
margins  were  better  in  1996  than  in  1995  but 
were  still  not  satisfactory.  .  .  . . 

Overall  the  picture  at  Shell  looks  bright 
But  like  BP,  Shell  is  wary  of  the  impact  of 
renewed  Iraqi  oil  exports  on  the  oil  price  later 
this  year.  The  two-for-one  scrip  issue  and 
dividend  increase  helped  outshine  any  doubts 
on  yesterday's  fourthrqpjarter  profits  and  the 
mixed  outkiok  for  1997. .  . 


Chubb 


IT  IS  hardly  a  smash-and- 
grab  raid,  but  Chubb,  the 
locksmith,  should  provide 
some  further  dues  to  ics 
future  this  morning  with  the 
market  braced  for  details  of 
an  agreed  bid.  The  company 
teased  the  market  yesterday 
with  a  statement  that  it  is 
involved  in  talks  that  may 
lead  to  an  offer  of  up  to  450p 
a  share.  The  market  dearly 
expects  an  offer  slightly 
above  420p  after  pushing 
Chubb  shares  20  per  cent 
higher  yesterday. 

Chubb  has  left  itself  vul¬ 
nerable  to  a  bid  after  two 
years  of  sluggish  growth. 
The  company  has  railed  to 
realise  the  expectations 
which  greeted  its  arrival  as 
an  independent  company 
after  demerger  from  Racai  in 
1992.  The  recent  attempt  to 
revitalise  the  company 
through  an  acquisition  spree 


has  been  met  with  scepticism 
by  the  market  The  £107 
million  ,  paid  for  James - 
Hardie  Building  Services  in 
Australia  was  seen  as  too 
much  for  a  business  bandy 
making  a  profit 
Chubb  admits  that  the 
acquisition  will  ad  as  a  drag 
on  profits  in  the  short  term 
while  competitive  pressures 
have  bint  margins  in  the; 


traditional  physical  security 
market  The  consensus  was 
that  Chubb  .would  not  show 
real  growth  for  at  least 
another  coupleof  years. 

But  Chubb  has  a  strong 
brand  name  and  the  security 
market  is  set  to  continue  to 
grow  over  the  coming  years. 
In  a  safer  pair  of  bands  the 
company  may  wdl  fulfil 
some  of  its  early  promise. 
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Philips 


PHILIPS  is  in  a  curious 
situation  after  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  results  yesterday.  The 
markets  have  been  surpris¬ 
ingly  positive  given  the  huge 
lasses,  while  Moody's,  the 
ratings  agency,  has  warned 
customers  of  a  potential 
downgrade  in  Philips  status. 
Sum  diverging  views 
about  the  future  of  the  group 
seem  illogical  to  say  the  least 
However,  the  threat  of  a 
break-up  of  foe  electronics 
giant  could  explain  the  sepa¬ 
rates  threads  that  the  mar¬ 
kets  are  following.  • 

If  Cor  Boostra.  die  new 
chief  executive,  decided  to 
dismantle  Che  slow-moving 
vehicle  he  is  currently  in 
charge  of,  then  the  different 
analyses  make  sense.  Share 
prices  are  expected  to  go  up 
after  a  demerger,  white  the 
debt,  or  parts  of  it  will 
become  less  valuable. 

In  the  meantime  an  actual 
downgrade  from  Moody's 
would  be  a  real  blow,  llie 
agency  said  that  it  will  exam¬ 


ine  die  potential  far  Philips  to 
achieve  cashflow  generation 
from  key  business  units  and 
from  asset  sales,  which  could 
be  used  to  pay  the  restructur¬ 
ing  costs.  The  Grundig  part¬ 
nership  in  Germany  poses  a 
problem  that  is  not  yet  fully 
resolved. 

If  Mr  Boostra  is  thinking 
about  a  demerger,  he  should 
make  a  derision  quickly  and 
preempt  Moody’s.  • 


Morgan  Sindall 


MORGAN  SINDALL,  the 
building  group,  is  on  the 
move.  After  producing, 
another  set  of  strong  results,  ’ 
it  is  earing  away  from  the  re¬ 
furbishment  sector  that  has 
served  it  so  well  It  is  now  try¬ 
ing  to  sprinkle  the  same  mag¬ 
ic  on  its  building  contracting 
arm. 

The  task  will  be  much 
harder.  The  group  stiff  gener¬ 
ates  60  per  cent  of  its  busi¬ 
ness  in  London  and  its 
t  so  far  has  been  led  by ' 
id  in  the  capital  for  of¬ 
fice  refurbishment 


It  claims  that  its  strategy  — 
people  power  —  holds  good 
for  both  areas.  It  is  aiming 
for  repeat  business,  and  to 
win  the  right  staff  it  runs  an 
aggressive  recruitment 
policy.  . 

It  will  then  snap  up  ailing 
family  companies,  and  resus- 
'  ritate  them  with  its  awn  staff. 
Business  will  come  through 
the  regions,  and  in  the  form 
of  lots  of  small  contracts. 

With  the  building  industry 
still  getting  over  its  hard 
times,  there  should  be  plenty 
to  choose  from,  and 
umterperfomung  businesses 
are.  not  normally  expensive. 
Morgan  has  a  sfrpng  balance 
sheet  and  cash  of  £9  million. 

Its  own  management  has  a 
strong  fan  dub  in. the  City, 
and  this  has  helped  its  shares 
to  reach  arating  of  28.5  tiroes 
earnings,  its  building  divi¬ 
sion  has  performed  excep¬ 
tionally  well  even  without  the 
special  attention  now  being 
promised  to  it  — :  at  a  slight 
premium  to  market  average, 
the  shares  ,  are  good  long¬ 
term  value. 
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Generating  a 
good  press 


THE  decision  by  British 
Energy  to  sponsor  the  Cab 
Scoots  PR  badge  has 
brought  happy  memories 
flooding  back  to  its  chief 
executive.  Robert.  Hawley 
tells  me  that  he  was  a 
Ring’s  Scout  and  troop 
leader  with  the  Wallasey 
pack  in  Merseyside. 

The  privatised  nuclear 
power  company  is  splash¬ 
ing  out  £12.000  a  year  to 
have  its  logo  on  the  scout¬ 
ing  badge  for  public  rela¬ 
tions  proficiency.  To 
launch  foe  sponsorship 
deal,  British  Energy  is 
hosting  a  PR  workshop  for 
about  100  scouts  at  Hey- 
sham  nuclear  power  sta¬ 
tion  jp  Lancashire.  To  earn 
the  badge,  scouts  have  to 
place  a  story  in  their  local 
paper,  deliver  a  five- 
minute  talk  on  scouting, 
and  organise  a  promotion¬ 
al  event  They  also  have  to 
produce  a  newsletter,  and 
arrange  a  visit  to  a  local 
newspaper  or  TV  station. 
No  bob-a-job. 


A  TELL-TALE  name 
raised  a  titter  at  the 
Securities  and  Futures 
Authority  after  a  farmer 
senior  trader  with  Henry 
Ansbacher  was  expelled 
by  the  City  watchdog  far 
matters  surrounding  the 
improper  transfer  of 
S70JJ00  to  his  associate's 
account  in  Zimbabwe  . . . 
one  David  Crook. 


Write  lines 


THERE'S  hope  for  us  all. 
Paul  Myners.  40,-  foe 
highly  rated  chairman  of 
Gartmorc;  is  to  head  foe 
new  NatWesr  Wealth 
Management  aim.  Before 
the  non-executive  director 
of  Orange  embarked  on 
his  heady  career  in  the 
Square  MQc  with  Roth¬ 
schild,  the  distinguished 
former  Pbwergen  and 
Imro  director  was  a  CSty 
journalist  Where  next? 
NatWest  board,  perhaps? 


PENGUIN  may  wish  to 
inspect  its  bookshelves 
more  closely  in  the  future. 
News  of  the  publishing 
company s  bumper  charge 
far  improper  accounting 
brings  to  mind  a  learned 
guide  on  the  subject  In¬ 
sight  Into  Management 
Accounting,  by  John  Sixer, 
priced  at  £ 9.99  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  Penguin. 


1  That’s  business 

A  VALENTINE'S  gift 

.  __  TLm 


gone  awry  for  Tim  Md- 
ville-Ross.  The  director; 
general  of  the  Institute  of 
Directors  will  today  be 
I  told  that  Livingstone 

i  Guarantee  intends  to  sever 

I  its  links.  After  two  years, 
the  independent  corporate 
-house" 


finance  house  for  unquot¬ 
ed  companies  is  instead 
■  fnnrs  with  01383- 


eu  conn-*—— '  -r. - 

joining  forces  with  maga¬ 
zine  Real  Business.  Due 
out  in  Mart*,  foe  maga¬ 
zine  is  published  by  Caspt- 
^£whose  chief  wfficutive 
Mike  Bofcaie  was  foe  run¬ 
away  marketing  director 
from  foe  IOD. 


t  CITY  smoothers  will  m- 
5  night  be  heading  far 
i  Bleeding  Heart  Yard.  The 
;  subterranean  watering 
|  ^leinGmMleStteeth^ 
been  hatled  the  City's 
!  most  romanttc  r^mt- 
•  rant  Richard  **u«fcr£ 
I  an  pr -hamster  and  jor- 

\  Z rSamjielMontagucor 

i  ^juf^ bond  analy^  for 
(  TLdi  International 


ex-junk  bona  r 

i  Taudi  International 

!  Rank  in  New  York  plump 

\  for  the  low-lit  lovery  in 
i  {his  j war's  edition  of 
!  Harden's  London 
j  Restaurants- 

Morag  Preston 


Bank’s  record  demonstrates 


no  need  for  independence 


The  Old  Lady 
has  done  well 


in  maintaining 


the  value  of 


sterling  in 


the  long  term 


ity  the  poor  QJd  Lady 
of  Threa 


Pof  Thread  needle 

Street  Hie  Bank  of 
England  has  come  in 
for  a  lot  of  abuse  lately.  It  has 
misjudged  the  economy.  It.has 
misunderstood  the  currency 
markets  And — most  heinous 
sin  of  all  in  the  eyes  of  the 
British  establishment — it  has 
been  puhlidy  defeated  in  its 
tug  of  war  wifo  the  Chancellor 
over  interest  rates.  All  these 
humiliations  seem  to  have 
polarised  informed  opinion 
about  the  central  bank. 

A  small  but  growing  camp 
is  inclined  to  regard  foe  Bank 
as  an  ineffectual  institution 
which  has  lost  touch  with 
economic  and  political  reality 
and  can  safety  be  ignored. 
Although  this  view  is  ardy  held 
by  a  smaQ  minority  it  may  be 
gaining  ground  in  the  Labour 
Party,  whose  official  policy  is 
to  “examine  the  Bank's 
record**  in  malting  its  policy 
judgments,  with  a  view  to 
proposing  sweeping  reforms 
of  foe  way  it  is  run.  A  more 
vocal  majority  takes  exactly 
the  opposite  view,  saying  that 
the  Bank’s  persistent  failure  to 
impose  its  will  on  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  is  irrefutable  proof  that  it 
needs  to  be  given  more  power. 
This  camp  wants  foe  the  Bank 
to  be  given  complete  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  Government 
and  from  Parliament  —  a 
demand  foal  is  usually  com¬ 
bined  with  foe  earliest  possible 
membership  of  foe  European 
Monetary  Union,  which 
would  cure  Britain  of  its 
chronic  monetary  incompe¬ 
tence  once  and  for  all- 
But  before  everybody  gets 
too  excited  about  foe  inherent 
instahflily  in  the  present  sys¬ 
tem  for  cmdutiing  monetary 
policy  in  Britain,  two  points 
should  be  borne  in  mind.  The 
first  is  simply  that  the  present 
disagreement  between  the 
Bank  and  the  Chancellor  is 
piffling.  The  difference  be¬ 
tween  them  on  the  right  level 
of  interest  rates  amounts  to 
just  one  quarter  of  a  percent¬ 
age  point  The  second  caveat  is 
Iks  familiar  but  more  impor¬ 
tant  Britain's  longterm 
record  in  foe  conduct  of  an 
independent  monetary  policy 
is  by  no  means  bad.  In  writing 
that  sentence  l  know  from 
bitter  experience  that  1  am 
exposing  mysdf  to  a  torrent  of 
abuse.  Readers  who  -  were 


robbed  by  inflation  in  the 
1970s  are  remarkably  unfor¬ 
giving  to  anyone  who  suggests 
their  misfortune  was  just  an 
historical  aberration,  rather 
than  a  symptom  of  original 
sin.  Nevertheless  I  shall  brave 
the  flood  of  irate  letters  to 
point  out  some  facts. 

Not  only  is  foe  Bank  of 
England  the  oldest  continuous 
issuer  of  currency  in  .foe 
world.  It  is  also  foe  most 
successful.  Hie  purchasing 
power  of  the  pound  today  is 
only  7  per  cent  of  what  it  was 
in  1950,  which  means  that 
Britain  has  suffered  more 
from  inflation  in  the  second 
half  of  this  century  than  most 
leading  economies.  But  a  long¬ 
er  perspective  shows  that  the 
British  authorities  have  actu¬ 
ally-done  an  outstanding  job. 

In  the  97  years  since 1900 the 
pound  has  fallen  to  roughly  5 
per  cent  of  its  initial  value. 
That  may  seem  a  horrendous 
loss,  but  it  is  not  nearly  as  bad 
as  it  seems  when  considered  in 
the  appropriate  perspective. 
The  average  annual  inflation 
of  4.7  per  cent  which,  through 
foe  magic  of  compound  inter¬ 
est,  produces  this  dreadful 
result  was  actually  rather  low 
by  international  standards. 
Indeed,  during  the  same  cen¬ 
tury  when  foe  purchasing 
power  of  the  pound  depredat¬ 
ed  to  5  per  cent,  the  German 


mark,  the  FYench  franc,  and 
foe  yen  were  aD  reduced  to  less 
than  O.lper  cent  of  their  intial 
value.  This  means  that  Brit- 
ain’X  record  of  long-term  price 
stability  has  been  50  tiroes 
better  than  these  countries'. 
More  significant  from  a  prac¬ 
tical  standpoint  is  foe  fact  that 
money  invested  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  securities  sold  100  years 
ago  by  the  Bank  of  England 
would  today  be  worth  more, 
even  in  real  terms,  than  when 
it  was  bought 
I  do  not  have  figures  going 
back  to  1900;  but  foe  Got¬ 


land  can  boast  a  record  of 
long-term  financial  stability 
comparable  to  this. 

Before  1  am  accused  of 
indulging  in  absurd  anachro¬ 
nisms  which  have  no  possible 
bearing  an  todays  conditions, 
let  me  turn  to  some  more  up- 
to-date  statistics  on  both  the 
internal  and  foe  external  pur¬ 
chasing  power  of  foe  pound. 

Over  the  eight  years  from 
1988  to  1996  (a  period  which 
indudes  both  Lawson  boom 
and  Major  bust)  Britain's  in¬ 
flation  has  averaged  2.96  per 
cent  annually,  indistinguish- 


C  Only  America  and  Switzerland  can 
boast  a  record  comparable  to  this  9 


Eoifity . 
ally  by 


■  study  published  annu- 
ly  by  BZW,  the  London- 
bared  merdiant  bank,  shows 
that  gilt-edged  securities  pro¬ 
duced  a  positive  real  return  of 
1.9  per  cent  annually  in  the  76 
years  foam  1919  to  1995.  This 
means  that  E1.000  invested  in 
gilts  in  1919  would  be  worth 
about  £200,000  today  —  four 
times  the  Investment's  original 
value  after  allowing  for  infla¬ 
tion.  In  foe  same  period  Ger¬ 
man,  Japanese  and  French 
families  would  have  lost  all 
their  savings  many  times  over. 
Only  America  and  Switzer- 


able  from  foe  2.97  per  cent  in 
Germany  and  lower  than  the 
33  per  cent  recorded  in  foe 
US.  Among  foe  G7  countries, 
only  France  and  Japan  ^have 
recently  done  better  than  Brit¬ 
ain  in  controlling  domestic 
inflation  —  and  both  of  these 
countries  have  arguably  gone 
too  far  with  their  anti- 
inflatanary  policies,  precipitat¬ 
ing  serious  deflationary  crises. 

Now  consider  foe  interna¬ 
tional  value  of  the  pound. 
Addressing  a  seminar  of  cor¬ 
porate  treasurers  and  money 
market  dealers  a  few  days  ago. 


I  asked  the  audience  to  vote  on 
the  fallowing  question:  has 
sterling  been  stronger  or 
weaker  than  most  other  G7 
currencies  over  foe  past  20 
years?  Hie  show  of  hands  was 
predictable:  about  70  people 
thought  that  the  pound  had 
been  a  relatively  weak  curren¬ 
cy ,  against  fewer  than  five  who 
believed  that  it  had  been 
relatively  strong.  Needless  to 
say  this  was  a  trick  question. 
Since  January  2,  1977,  foe 
pound  has  fallen  substantially 
against  the  yen  and  the  mark 
and  depredated  slightly 
(about  2  per  cent)  against  the 
dollar.  It  has  risen  slightly 
against  the  franc  and  signifi¬ 
cantly  against  foe  lira  and  the 
Canadian  dollar.  On  balance, 
therefore,  the  pound  has  been 
neither  strong  nor  weak  in  foe 
past  two  decades,  but  exactly 
in  foe  middle  of  the  seven 
main  trading  currencies. 

Looking  ahead,  foe  picture 
for  Britain  is  equally  re assur¬ 
ing  on  the  inflation  front  For 
all  the  controversy  about  the 
Chancellor's  refusal  »  raise 
interest  rates,  the  Bank's  own 
forecasts  for  inflation  suggest 
that  there  is  absolutely  no 
cause  far  alarm.  As  the  top 
chart  shows,  the  Bank  actually 
believes  that  there  is  a  better 
than  50  per  cent  chance  of 
pushing  inflation  below  the  23 
per  cent  target  during  the  next 


Paul  Durman  on  how  optician  hopes  to  make  us  see  sense 


D&A’s  eye-catching  campaign 


Dollond  &  Aitchison 
had  a  problem.  The 
trouble  with  being 
Britain’s  biggest  optician  is 
tiiat  no  one  really  likes  to  wear 


The  point  is  most  graphically 
made  by  an  estimate  foafi  there 
are  up  to  five  million  drivers  wt 
Britain)  roads  who  need  glass¬ 
es  but  who  choose  not  to  wear 
them.  The  same  message 
emerged  from  D&A’s  own  re¬ 
search.  Even  many  people  with 
glasses  do  not  wear  them 
because  of  a  Lade  of  confidence 
in  their  appearance. 

Alisdair  Luxmoore.  D&A’s 
marketing  director,  said: 
“Wearing  spectacles  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  negative  by  almost 
everyone.  Women  fear  an 
utter  less  of  feminity  —  there 
realty  was  this  perception  that 
they  weren't  going  to  get 
passes  when  they  were  wear¬ 
ing  glasses.  Whereas  far  men., 
it  was  a  case  of ‘rugby  players 
don't  wear  glasses’— a  sign  of 
weakness,  a  physical  interpre¬ 
tation  of  it” 

Italians  are  not  so  self- 
conscious.  D&A’s  sister  com¬ 
pany  in  Italy  is  able  to  sell 
“clear  glass”  spectacles  to  cus¬ 
tomers  with  good  eyesight 

who  like  w  wear  them  as  a 

fashion  accessory.  In 
Germany,  too,  some  people 
will  change  their  glasses  like 
forty  change  their  ties. 

Hus  insight  was  foe  catalysf 
for  D&A  to  make  important 
changes  to  foe  way  it  sells 
glasses.  The  overhaul  induces 
a  hew  corporate  identity  and 
slogan,  changes  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  layout  of  the  cornpa- 


S tar  treatment  Butt  Reynolds  in  Dollond  &  Aitchison’s  new  television  advert 
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ny's  440  branches  and  a  £2 
million  television  advertising 
campaign  starring  Burt  Reyn¬ 
olds,  starting  an  Sunday. 

In  part,  tins  is  a  belated 
response  to  the  threat  posed  hy 
the  likes  of  Vision  Express  and 
SpecSavers,  competitors  that 
promise  customers  cheap 
prices  and  a  one-hour  fitting. 
D&A  and  its  staff  claim  it 
offers  a  better-quality  service, 
and  the  new  approach  and 
advertising  will  attempt  to 
make  foe  most  of  this. 

The  campaign,  developed 
by  Lowe  Howard-Spink,  uses 
foe  slogan:  “Where  everyone 
■  gets  star  treatment.  “As  some- 
W 


one  who  has  recently  begun 
wearing  glasses,  Burt  Reyn¬ 
olds,  with  his  reputation  far 
vanity  and  his  willingness  to 
poke  fun  at  himself,  was  seen 
as ideaL 

D&A.  or  rather  Vandas,  its 
pareit  company,  is  also  work¬ 
ing  towards  a  stock  market 
flotation,  though  probably  not 
before  next  year.  Hie  company 
was  bought  out  of  Gallaher, 
foe  Benson  &  Hedges  riga- 
rettes  manufacturer,  in  a  £94 
million  deal  backed  by  CYC 
Capital  Partners  in  July  1994. 

Matr  Barnes,  the  former 
managing  director  of  Wool- 
worths  who  was  Business¬ 


woman  of  the  Year  in  1989. 
was  brought  in  18  months  ago 
as  executive  chairman  to  beef 
up  foe  management  team.  She 
recruited  Russell  Hardy  from 
Safeways  to  be  managing 
director,  while  Mr  Luxmoore 
joined  from  Vauxhail. 

D&A  is  aiming  to  make  foe 
process  of  buying  glasses  easi¬ 
er  and  more  enjoyable,  and  to 
give  customers  a  barer  chance 
of  choosing  the  “right”  pair  for 
them.  Just  as  wifo  dothes. 
there  are  basic  rules  that  can 
hdp  customers  to  select  glass¬ 
es  that  wiD  look  good  on  them. 

Most  people  know  they  should 
not  wear  spots  with  stripes. 


Hie  rules  for  glasses  are  less 
well  understood. 

Since  a  pilot  programme  lasr 
D&A  has  retrained  all 
r  in  understanding  the  four 
key  issues:  facial  shape,  depth 
(the  distance  from  eyebrows  to 
nostrils),  skin  and  hair  tone, 
and  personality  or  image. 

Hus  “Styleyes"  programme 
is  being  tacked  up  until 
“Caroputereyes"  —  a  £5.000 
computer  with  camera  that 
allows  the  customer  to  com¬ 
pare  his  or  her  appearance 
wearing  different  pairs  of 
spectacles.  Computereyes,  so 
far  introduced  to  70  branches, 
can  show  the  customer  four 
images  side  by  side,  and 
allows  the  salesperson  to  show 
foe  effect  of  different  frame 
and  lens  types. 

Mr  Luxmoore  said  Styleyes 
has  already  brought  big  bene¬ 
fits  in  terms  of  customer  satis¬ 
faction  ratings.  Although  he  is 
cagey  on  figures,  there  is  also 
some  evidence  fo at  it  is  per¬ 
suading  customers  to  spend 
slightly  more  on  their  glasses. 

The  refurbishment  of  the 
branches  in  D&A’s  new  corpo¬ 
rate  colours  of  blue  and  cara¬ 
mel  also  acknowledges 
customer  nervousness.  In¬ 
stead  of  centrally  located 
desks,  customers  will  in  future 
be  a  We  to  talk  to  their  optician 
in  small  booths  to  one  side  of 
the  shop. 

D&A  has  so  far  converted 
only  three  of  its  existing  stores. 
The  cost  involved  means  that 
D&A  is  unlikely  to  be  able  to 
complete  the  cot  version  pro¬ 
gramme  before  Vantios  comes 
to  market 
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12  months.  It  is  only  from  mid- 
1998  that  die  Bank  fears  an 
acceleration  —  and  this  could 
easily  be  prevented  Ity  a 
modest  tightening  of  either 
monetary  or  fiscal  jpolicy  later 
this  year.  This  fairly  benign 
outlook  is  also  whai  foe  finan¬ 
cial  markets  now  expect,  as 
shown  in  the  bottom  charts 
(also  drawn  from  this  week's 
Inflation  Report).  The  left- 
hand  diart  shows  that  mar¬ 
kets  now  expect  only  a  half- 
point  increase  in  interest  rates, 
to  between  63  and  6.75  per 
cent,  after  the  election.  The 
right-hand  chart  shows  lhar 
markets  see  no  substantial 
difference  between  monetary 
conditions  in  Britain  and 
Germany  in  foe  long-term. 
The  Bank’s  analysis  of  market 
bond  yields  shows  that  British 
rates  are  expected  to  stay  in  a 
range  of  6.75  to  7.5  per  cent 
over  foe  next  ten  years,  while 
German  rates  rise  steadily 
towards  foe  British  level.  This 
suggests  that  interest  rates  in 
Germany  are  substantially 
lower  today  than  they  are  in 
Britain  largely  because  of  the 
different  cyclical  positions  of 
the  two  economies  and  not 
because  long-term  inflation  is 
expected  to  be  lower  in 
Germany  than  it  is  here. 

Looking  at  the  pound's  per¬ 
formance  in  the  currency  mar¬ 
kets  confirms  the  same 
impression.  Last  year  the 
pound  was  the  world’s  stron¬ 
gest  leading  currency.  The 
future  is,  of  course,  unpredict¬ 
able.  i  personalty  expect  it  to 
weaken  in  the  year  or  two 
ahead  against  the  US  and 
Canadian  dollars,  but  to  hold 
its  own  or  even  strengthen  a 
little  against  foe  mark,  lira, 
franc  and  yen.  Such  hunches 
may  not  be  worth  foe  paper 
they  are  printed  on:  what 
matters  is  that  no  one  in  foe 
currency  markets  any  longer 
dismisses  the  possibility  of  a 
fundamentally  strong  pound. 

None  of  foe  above  means 
that  Britain’s  methods  of  mon¬ 
etary  management  are  beyond 
improvement.  Much  could  be 
done  both  to  makefile  Bank  of 
England  more  accountable 
and  to  expand  its  present 
ridiculously  narrow  remit, 
which  requires  it  to  focus  on 
inflation  and  nothing  dse. 

Such  incremental  reforms 
would  certainly  be  desirable, 
but  it  is  amply  nonsense  to 
suggest  that  Britain  can  only 
maintain  stable  prices  by  com¬ 
promising  foe  democratic  con¬ 
trol  of  economic  polity — or  by 
giving  up  its  national  sover¬ 
eignty.  There  is  a  perfectly 
reasonable  alternative  to 
EMU  and  central  bank  inde¬ 
pendence:  to  leave  well  alone. 


Bonuses  not 
justified 

From  Mr  D.  R.  McCormick 


Sir,  The  directors  and  se¬ 
nior  management  of  Scot¬ 
tish  Amicable  proposed 
bonus  payments  to  them¬ 
selves  of  op  to  E4  million 
from  an  ill-considered  de¬ 
mutualisation  plan. 

The  beneficiaries  of  this 
largesse  identified  them¬ 
selves  and  no  doubt 
agreed  the  ratio1  in  which 
foe  money  would  be 
shared  between  them. 

The  only  justification  for 
such  payments  would  be 
that  the  recipients  had 
been  responsible  for  add¬ 
ing  additional  value  to  the 
funds  of  the  with-profits 
shareholders  who  are  the 
owners  of  the  business. 

But  these  are  the  same 
people  who  destroyed 
much  value  in  foe  with- 
profits  funds. 

They  were  happy  to  take 
had  pension  business 
when  it  was  obvious  that  a 
policyholder  who  was  giv¬ 
ing  up  foe  employer’s  con¬ 
tribution  and  taking  on  the 
higher  costs  of  a  personal 
pension  would  retire  with 
lower  benefits.  The  sub¬ 
stantial  costs  of  identifying 
these  cases  and  making 
restitution  to  the  victims  is 
met  by  foe  with-profits 

policyholders. 

Equity  requires  that  the 
total  of  these  costs  be 
charged  against  any  termi¬ 
nation  payment  or  bonus 
which  might  otherwise 
have  beat  paid  to  them  in 
foe  ratios  which  they 
themselves  have  set 


Yours  faithfully. 
DONALD  MCCORMICK, 
30  Kirk  Brae, 

Kincardine  on  Forth. 
Clackmannanshire. 


Monetary  union 
ends  rate  choice 


From  Mr  James  Hartley 


Sir.  It  is  extraordinary 
bow,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
hear  Kenneth  Clarice,  the 
Chancellor,  advocating  foe 
case  for  joining  the  Euro¬ 
pean  single  currency,  and, 
on  foe  other,  in  his  period¬ 
ic  meetings  wifo  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  foe  Bank  of 
England,  he  refuses  hikes 
m  bank  base  rate. 

Does  tiie  Chancellor  not 
realise  that  in  foe  event  of 
UK  membership  of  the 
single  currency,  he  or  his 
successors  would  be  fold 
what  bank  rate  will  prevail 
by  foe  European  Central 
Bulk,  thereby  denying 
any  regulation  of  the  UK 
economy  by  changing  UK 
bank  rate? 

Yours  sincerely, 

JAMES  HARTLEY. 

The  Old  School  House, 
Theddlcthorpe  AD  Saints, 
Nr.  Louth,  Lincolnshire. 
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Loves 

Corby 


More  than  60  overseas  organisations  have 
picked  Corby  as  the  centre  for  their  UK  and 
European  operations.  And  21  of  them  are  from 
the  USA.  America  loves  Corby!  But  so  do 
Australia,  Belgium,  Canada,  Denmark,  Eire, 
France,  Germany,  Holland,  Italy,  Israel, 
Japan,  Malaysia,  South  Africa,  Sweden  and 
Switzerland.  Between  them  they  have  given 
Corby  one  of  the  highest  pro-rata  levels  of 
foreign  investment  in  the  UK.  They  chose  Corby 
for  its  East  Midlands  location  at  the  Live  Centre 
of  England  with  a  market  of  30  million  in  a  1 00- 
mile  radius.  For  the  superb  communications 
that  connect  them  with  that  market  -  and  to 
markets  in  Europe  and  Worldwide.  And  for 
the  skills  that  enable  them  to  make  their 
hi-tech  products  in  Corby  -  at  the  centre  of  a 
region  now  identified  as  the  manufacturing 
powerhouse  of  the  UK.  You  too  can  leam  to  love 
Corby.  Ring  John  Hill  on  01536  262571  or  attach 
your  business  card  to  this  advert  and  post  to: 


Corby  Industrial  Development  Centre. 
Grosuenor  House,  George  Street, 
Corby.  North  ants,  NN17  1TZ. 

Fax  01536  401374. 


M  The  Live  Centre 
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Corroon 
doubts 
value  of 
merging 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14  1997 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

INSURANCE 

CORRESPONDENT 

WILLIS  CORROON  said 
yesterday  it  "remained 
sceptical”  about  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  a  merger  with  one  of 
the  big  six  insurance  bro¬ 
kers,  as  it  unveiled  full- 
year  results. 

The  Ci^y  has  speculated 
that  Willis  might  fink  up 
with  Sedgwick,  following 
the  announcement  by  Aon, 
a  rival  broker,  that  it  was 
merging  its  operations 
with  Alexander  &  Alexan¬ 
der.  Max  Taylor,  group 
executive  director,  said: 
"We  still  remain  sceptical 
about  the  benefits  of  scale 
for  the  sake  of  it" 

Willis  reported  a  13  per 
cent  rise  in  profit  to  £89.1 
million  before  exceptional 
items  and  tax  for  the  year 
to  December  31  at  actual 
exchange  rates.  This  in¬ 
cluded  a  E3.1  million  loss 
from  movements  in  ex¬ 
change  rates. 

John  Reeve,  executive 
chairman,  warned  that 
there  were  "continuing, 
frequently  severe,  falls  in 
premium  rates  for  most 
classes  of  risk." 

He  added  that  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  US  retail  mar¬ 
ket  was  intensifying.  UK 
insurance  broking  has 
been  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  a  mature  and 
intensely  competitive 
broking  industry 
worldwide. 

Willis's  results  included 
EI4.5  million  of  profit  com¬ 
mission  from  (he  group's 
Lloyd's  members'  agency, 
offset  by  a  £63  million 
contribution  towards 
Lloyd's  Reconstruction 
and  Renewal  plan. 

Profits  on  disposals  of 
£25  million  took  the  total 
pre-tax  profit  to  £91.6  mil¬ 
lion.  Earnings  per  share 
rose  from  7p  to  13p  but  the 
dividend  per  share  has 
been  maintained  at  6.6p. 
Mr  Taylor  said  the  divi¬ 
dend  would  not  necessar¬ 
ily  remain  unchanged  for 
the  year. 

The  results  also  include 
redundancy  costs  of  £113 
million.  Staff  numbers 
have  fallen  by  1.100  over 
the  past  year. 


Sid  Taylor,  left  and  Malcolm  Jones,  chief  executive,  celebrate  a  £2  million  profit  by  Bensons  Crisps,  seeking  growth  in  snacks 

Philips  profits  eroded 
by  restructuring  costs 


By  Oliver  August 


PHILIPS,  the  Dutch  electron¬ 
ics  group,  suffered  a  severe 
decline  in  annual  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its,  which  fell  to  £200  million 
from  £900  million  affected  by 
problems  in  all  of  its  divisions, 
it  was  announced  yesterday. 

Philips  said  that  the  drop 
was  primarily  because  of  a 
one-off  charge  of  £600  mil¬ 
lion  —  compared  to  £60 
million  last  year  —  relating 
to  Grundig.  its  German 
partner,  ana  other  restruc¬ 
turing  measures  after  the 


collapse  of  the  semiconductor 
market 

There  was  a  fourth  quarter 
loss  of  E310  million,  compared 
to  last  year's  profit  of  £220 
million. 

The  share  price  in  Amster¬ 
dam  was  not  affected  by  the 
results,  which  had  been  ex¬ 
pected  after  the  reporting  of 
increasing  losses  during  1996. 

Philips  said  that  based  on 
the  current  economic  outlook, 
it  is  confident  that  its  ongoing 
business  wifi  continue  to 


grow,  but  investments  in  fixed 
assets  -  will  be  tightly 
controlled. 

Speculation  about  a  pos¬ 
sible  splitting  up  of  the  group 
was  denied  by  Cor  Boostra, 
the  president.  He  said  that 
Philips  was  pursuing  its  previ¬ 
ously  announced  strategy  of 
evaluating  its  units  and  pre¬ 
paring  budgets  for  its  busi¬ 
nesses.  Mr  Boonstra  added: 
"We're  exactly  in  line  with 
what  we  stated.  We  stick  to  our 
timetable." 


French  Connection  sales  leap 


SHARES  of  French  Connec¬ 
tion.  the  fashion  group,  rose  15 
per  cent  yesterday  after  it 
reported  booming  second-half 
trading  and  predicted  that  its 
full-year  profits  will  be  much 
higher  than  expected  (Sarah 
Cunningham  writes). 

The  company  said  that  im¬ 
proved  trading  in  the  first  haif 


had  accelerated  in  the  last  six 
months  of  the  year  to  January 
31.  Pre-tax  profit  far  the  year, 
due  to  be  announced  in  April, 
would  be  around  £6  million, 
die  company  said.  El  million 
above  City  predictions. 

Total  retail  sales  in  the  year 
were  up  32  per  cent  with  both 
French  Connection  and  Nicole 


Farhi  stores  delivering  20  per 
cent  sales  growth. 

David  Bernstein,  chairman, 
said  the  company  wants  to 
expand  Its  US  retail  chain 
from  13  to  around  .  17  stores 
and  is  also  planning  to  expand 
in  the  UK 

French  Connection  shares 
dosed  at  3l5p.  up  46b p. 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  READER  OFFER 


THE  MS  TIMES 


SAVE  UP  TO  50%  ON 
LUFTHANSA  FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


According  to  Mr  Boonstra 
the  group  will  weed  out  under¬ 
performers  and  make  its  units 
more  accountable  to  the  head 
office. 

He  denied  that  die  relation¬ 
ship  with  BolyGram.  the  75- 
per-cem-owned  music  and 
film  company,  was  under 
review.  He  also  reaffirmed 
Philips’  commitment  to  its 
troubled  Sound  and  Vision 
unit  which  produces,  tele¬ 
visions  and  audio  equipment. 

Analysts  have  speculated 
that  Mr  Boonstra  might  be 
tempted  to  fulfil  his  target  of 
maximising  value  to  Fhflips 
shareholders  by  splitting  up 
the  company. 

De  La  Rue.  die  UK  bank 
note  printers,  is  to  buy  Philips’ 
Smart  Cards  &  Systems 
(FSGS).  It  said  in  a  statement 
that  its  subsidiary.  De  La  Rue 
Technology,  and  PSCS,  which 
is  located  m  France,  have  been 
working  together  in'  the  UK 
since  June  1993. 

PSCS  is  a  leading  supplier 
of  smart  cards  to  a  variety  of 
sectors.  It  employs  around  300 
people. 

De  La  Rue  said:  "Industry 
predictions  show  the  smart 
card  industry  achieving  rapid 
growth  over  the  next  five  years 
as  the  agreement  of  interrut- 
tional  standards  in  all  sectors 
supports  volume  rollout  of 
smart  cards,  and  the  associat¬ 
ed  readers." 

Tempos,  page  30 


Bensons 
Crisps  out 
of  the  red 

BENSONS  CRISPS,  the 
crisp  and  snacks  company; 
has  returned  to  profit  after 
spending  two  yean  in  file  red. 
(Sarah  Cunningham  writes}. 

In  the  year  to  November  30 
pre-tax  profits  were  £2.03  mo¬ 
tion,  against  a  loss  of  £750,000 
a  year  earlier.  The  recovery 
was  partly  because  of  the  re¬ 
launch  of  Bensons  branded 
crisps,  with  a  new  desigtu 

beftCTpotet^s^whi  clT  Ufted 

the  range's  sales  volumes  by 
20  per  cent  in  the  year. 

The  company's  share  of  the 
crisp  market  has  remained 
steady,  at  65  per  cent 
Sid  Taylor,  chairman,  said 
that  Bensons  plans  to  increase 
its  45  per  cent  market  share  in 
snacks  and  last  month  fitted 
processing  line  for  tortillas. 

Earnings  were  4p  a  share 
Op  loss).  A  0.75p  final  divi¬ 
dend,  due  on  April  23.  makes 
lp.  No  dividend  was  paid  last 
year.  Gearing  has  eased  from 
64  per  cent  to  16  per  cent.  The 
shares  rose  5p  to  40Iap. 

BPs  French 
ally  clinches 
telecom  deal 

From  Adam  Sage 
IN  PARIS 

BT  is  in  a  strong  position  to 
attack  the  lucrative  French 
telecommunications  market 
after  an  alliance  between  its 
partner,  Cegetel,  and  the  coun¬ 
try’s  railways,  analysts  said 
yesterday. 

Cegetel,  a  subsidiary  of 
Compagnie  General  des  Eaux 
(CGE),  the  public  utilities  to 
media  group,  will  be  able  to 
exploit  almost  9.000km  of 
fibre  optic  cables  alongside  the 
railway  network.  The  agree¬ 
ment  will  make  CegeteL.  in 
which  BT  has  a  25  per  cent 
stake,  a  credible  challenger  to 
France  Telecom  in  the  deregu¬ 
lated  European  telecommuni¬ 
cations  market  next  year. 

CGE  ■  and  Bouygues,  its 
French  rival,  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  fierce  battle  far  the 
right  to  use  cables  laid  by 
SNCF  railways,  with  experts 
warning  that  the  loser  would 
lack  tire  infrastructure  to  com¬ 
pete  with  the  state-owned 
France  Telecom.  Although 
France  Telecom  is  certain  to 
continue  dominating  the 
FrIOO  billion  market,  rivals 
say  that  they  can  exploit  its 
commercial  failings. 

Jean-Marie  Messier,  chair¬ 
man  of  CGE,  believes  its 
turnover  will  rise  from  Fr4 
billion  in  1995  to  Fr40  billion 
in  2003.  Analysts  said  that  the 
deal  with  SNCF  made  his 
prediction  realistic.  A  spokes¬ 
man  far  SNCF  made  dear  that 
BTs  presence  alongside  CGE 
was  a  key  factor:  "BT  is  a 
guarantee  of  commercial 
know-how ..."  he  said. 


American  General 
to  acquire  USIife 

••“SSJSrSLa  bfflioVin  shares.  The  acquisition  conrct 
^Consolidation  in  the  American  Ufe  ti^iroiwmdu^y 
and  follows  weeks  of  speculation  that  USL^  !Yf  will  mv 
takeover  candidate  American 

$49  worth  of  its  own  common  stock  far  eadi  ^SDteshare. 
American  General  is  a  diversified  financial 
■that  provides  retirement  services. 
insurance  to  nine  million  customers.  It  had  1»6  °‘ f 

billion,  and  has  about  15300  * 

holding  company,  has  operations  in  life  and  health  insurance 
and  other  financial  services.  Its  1906  sales  were  $1.6  billion, 
and  it  has  about  2J40  employees. 

BAA  traffic  up  5.2% 

BAA  reported  that  traffic  at  its  seven  UK  airports  increased 
52  per  cent  in  January,  handling  a  total  of  6.7  muhon 
passengers.  The  increase  would  have  been  6  per  cent  out  for 
fog  disruption  at  Heathrow,  Gatwick  and  Stansted.  which 
reduced  the  number  of  passengers  by  about  30,000.  Flights 
using  BAA  airports  also  increased,  with  total  air  movements 
up  42  per  cent  at  77395  landings  and  take-offs.  Cargo 
tannage  was  up  7.6  per  cent,  at  112,000  tonnes. 

Guernsey  growth 

THE  POST  OFFICE,  British  Energy,  National  Express 
Group  and  the  Britannia  Building  Society  were  among  40 
organisations  to  establish  captive  insurance  companies  in 
Guernsey  last  year.  With  12  companies  surrendering 
licences,  the  net  increase  was  28,  taking  the  total  of  offshore 
insurance  registrations  in  Guernsey  to  335.  Steve 
Butterworth.  Superintendent  of  Insurance,  sax!  .that  surren¬ 
ders  were  mainly  because  of  mergers  and  acquisitions. 

Tamaris  raises  £7.45m 

TAMARIS  GROUP,  tire  operator  of  nursing  homes,  is 
raising  E7.45  million  through  the  sale  and  leaseback  of  three 
homes  to  I  HP,  a  subsidiary  of  the  United  Bank  of  Kuwait's 
Healthcare  Fond  based  in  Guernsey.  The  three  homes,  with  a 
total  of  219  registered  beds,  are  currently  held  by  Tamaris  ar 
an  aggregate  freehold  value  of  £6.44  million,  and  the 
transaction,  which  requires  shareholder  approval,  will  give 
rise  to  a  profit  of  £1  million  before  expenses. 

TeleWest  post  settled 

STEPHEN  DAVIDSON  was  finally  confirmed  yesterday  as 
chief  executive  of  TeleWest  Communications,  the  largest 
cable  company.  He  had  been  in  an  acting  role  since  August 
and  had  expected  to  be  confirmed  in  the  post  last  November. 
TeleWest  also  confirmed  the  appointment  of  Charles 
Burdick,  who  has  been  acting  chief  financial  officer.  Mr 
Davidson  is  expected  to  consolidate  TdeWesTS  position  with 
the  acquisition  of  one  or  more  of  the  smaller  cable  operators. 

Glen  Electric  expands 

GLEN  ELECTRIC,  a  subsidiary  of  Glen  Dimplex,  the  privately 
owned  Irish  electrical  beating  appliance  manufacturer,  is  to 
invest  £5  million  in  its  Newry  plant  in  Northern  Ireland.  The 
investment,  assisted  by  the  Industrial  Development  Board,  will 
create  a  further  KX)  jobs  at  the  plant,  which  already  employs 
more  than  350  people.  Glen  Dimplex,  which  has  a  turnover 
above  Ir£500  million,  also  announced  the  purdiase-af  a  49  per 
cent  stake  in  Muller,  its  French  equivalent. 

EU  jobless  total  dips 

UNEMFLO YM ENT  in  the  European  Union  eased  to  an 
average  103  per  cent  in  December  from  10.9  per  cent  in  the 
previous  month.  Those  out  of  work  fell  to  18.1  million  from 
J&2  million.  The  principal  reason  was  a  drop  in  the 
unemployment  rate  in  Britain  to  75  per  cent  from  73  per  cent, 
according  to  Eurostat,  the  EU  statistics  agency.  Luxembourg 
had  foe  EU*s  lowest  unemployment  at  35  per  cent  and  Spain 
continued  to  have  foe  highest  at  222  per  cent  ■ 
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CAMECO  CORPORATION 

NOTICE  OF  PAYMENT  DUE  RELATING  TO  COMMON  SHARES  OF 
CAMEOS  CORPORATION  REPRESENTED  BY  INSTALMENT  RECEIPTS 
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118  DESTINATIONS 
TO  CHOOSE  FROM 


■  Offer  applies  to  Business  Class  &  Economy* 

■  Travel  from  March  14  until  October,  1997** 

■  Fly  from  Heathrow  or  London  City  airport 

■  No  surcharges  from  Birmingham, 

Manchester,  Glasgow  or  Dublin  airpoif 

Today  we  feature  19  destinations  in  Africa  and  The  Middle  East 
you  can  visit  by  taking  advantage  of  our  offer.  A  full  list  of  aft  the 
places  you  can  go  to  was  published  on  Monday.  Perhaps  this  is 
an  opportunity  to  visit  a  new  country  or  you  may  choose  to  return 
to  a  favourite  city  and  enjoy  savings  of  up  io  50%.  All  the  fare 
prices  listed  right  are  for  two  people  travelling  together. 

HOWTO  APPLY  FOR  YOUR  FREE  FLIGHTS 
Collect  six  differently  numbered  tokens,  five  from  The  Times  and 
one  token  from  The  Sunday  Times.  Send  your  tokens,  to  arrive 
before  Monday  March  3,  with  the  application  form  which  will 
be  published  tomorrow.  Within  21  days  you  will  receive  an  infor¬ 
mation  pack  with  booking  instructions  and  your  cfiscount 

- - -  voucher.  Full  terms  and  conditions 

THEtfififeTIMES  i  appeared  on  Monday  and  will  be  in 
riT  rp  t  ttiq  ■  your  mformati'an  pack. 

i  The  ofier  does  not  nppiy  to  Business  Class 

OFFElV  j  kenweTI  UK/Ireland  and  Germany. 

5  ** Economy  Class  travel  to  king-haul  destinations 
THKFN  fi  *  "rx’twCEI1  July  I  and  August  31  is  excluded  and  there1 
*  »  **  ;  will  be  limited  availabOity  ai  Easier. 

@l  l»fflinnsa  !  TSimiutr£e5  apply  io  UK  and  JrrisraJ  flights  to 

!  /Simiumf 


ALL  PRICES  QUOTED  ARE 
FOR  TWO  PEOPLE 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM,  DUBLIN, 
LONDON,  MANCHESTER,  GLASGOW 
TO  AFRICA-MIDDLE  EAST 


Cit1/ 'Airport 
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Germany. 


Aba  Driacf 

£2.023 

r-ug 

MCCfc 

£2.53 1 

C0C;C 

F-CIS  hD2C3 

£2.199 

£999 

Alexandra 

£1.471 

Asmara 

£2.1  S9 

CCGG 

tera 

£1,471 

Cape  Tcvvrt 

£3.439 

c-cpo 

Damascus 

£1 ,499 

£519 

Dubai 

£2.022 

£095 

Harare 

£2,574 

ogac 

Jeddah 

£1.55-1 

£633 

Jcbarrnssoprg 

Cp  Q07 

£.925 

Khartoum 

£1,59- 

£879 

Kuwait 

£1.726 

£599 

Lagos 

c2  3  ■£ 

£393 

fJSTCb? 

£2,223 

C70P 

Riyadh 

£1 .674 

£639 

!ei  Aviv 

£393 

Windhoek 

fP  up 7 

£1.358 

CHANGING  TIME! 

AMOUNT  OF  FINAL  INSTALMENT  PER  COMMON  SHARE:  537.75  Gin 

TIME  .AND  DATE  K5R  PAYMENT  OF  FINAL  INSTALMENT :  BY  £00  RM.  (LOCAL  TIME)  ON  MARCH  20,  1997 

“PiuMunc  io  the  Instalment  Receipt  and  Fledge  Agreement  entered  into  by,  among  others,  Fjrnwn  Corporation,  Grown  Investments 
Corporation  trf  Saskatchewan  and  the  CustoJcm  (defined  KfkwJ.cnmmon  shares  (“Common  Shares")  nf  Cameco  Cnrprrarirm  by 

Instalment  Receipts  have  been  pledged  as  security  far  the  payment  of  the  final  instalment  payable  in  rrepecc  of  such  Commco  Shares.  If 
pavmem  ctf  the  final  instalment  is  not  duly  received  by  The  R-M  Tnast  Company  (the  ‘'Custodian”)  cm  with  respect  to  payments  by  hddere  of 
instalment  Receipts  in  the  United  States,  by  ChaseMellon  Shareholder  Services,  LLG  (  the  “GsrodianS  US.  Agenr")  ar  or  before  5:00  pra 
(local  rime)  on  March  20. 1997,  the  Instalment  Receipt  and  Pledge  Agreement  provides  that  (except  as  set  out  beW)  any  Common  Shares 
(and  any  securities  or  prrperey  substituted  therefore  or  in  addiomthereto)  then  remaining  pledged  under  the  Instalment  Receipt  and  Pledge 
Agreement  in  respect  at" such  Instalment  Receipts  may,  at  (he  opcirm  of  Crown  Investments  Cotporatian  of  Sadtatchewan,  subject  to 
ccxnplyinft  "“h  applicable  Uw,  he  reacquiral  by  Crown  Investments  Coqxxatkm  of  Saskatchewan  in  lull  satisfaction  of  the  obligations  of  such 
huUer  Instalment  Receipts  secured  thereby  (other  chan,  in  certain  cases,  the  obli^ttton  ro  joy  applicable  withholding  tax«);  The 
Insrahneni  Receipt  and  Pledge  Agreement  farther  provides  chat  Crawn  Investments  Corporation  of  Saskatchewan  may  direct  the  Custodian  to 

sell  the  Gunmen  Shores  (and  any  securities  or  {vapexty  rofewitured  therefore  cr  in  addition  thereto)  iri  respect  of  whkh  payment  of  the  tinal 
insrafanent  was  rut  duly  received,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  applicable  law  and  of  the  Instalment  Receipt  and  Pledge  Agreement, 
remit  to  the  holder  cf  the  Instalment  Receipt  the  holders  pro  rata  portkm  of  foe  proceeds  of  suds  sale  after  deducting  therefrom  the 
amount  of  the  remaining  unpaid  instalment  rogether  with  the  hoHerfe  pro  rata  portion  of  the  case  of  sufo  ^  which  shaU  m  any  eww  tkx 
exceed  $2XX}ferCniimon  Share.  Notwhhstmding  the  foregoing.  ^  of  the  final  inscolinent  in  respect  oi'an  aggregoc  of  less  than  5% 

ot  the  Gnnnvm  Shares  represented  by  lnaaknenc  Receipts  has  not  been  duly  received  by  the  Custodian  ot  the  Gctodian’s  US.  Agent,  as 
uppbabk.  what  due,  cheGotocfian  must  sell  die  Gromon  Share  (and  any  securities  or  property  statute! 

m  respect  oi  which  payment  of  die  final  instalment  was  not  duly  received  and  apply  die  proceeds  of  such  safe  in  foe  manner  described  above. 

In  such  oranmtanos,  hokten  may  wish  to  consult  their  own  M  advents  with  respect  to  their  rights  undaarelkahfe  law. 

Receijx  and  Pledge  Agreement  provides  tfutr  unless  Crown  Investments  Corporation  of  Saskatchewan  shall  have  reacquired  the  Commcn 
9ians-m  fall  smsfacnon  i/the  obfigxicn  of  a  holder,  the  foregoing  shall  not  lixnu  any  ucher  remedies  availabk  to  Crawn  Invtstmencs 
CvjKitation  of  Saskatchewan  ag^tinst  sufo  holder  of  the  Instalment  Receipt  if  the  proceed*  of  aich  sale  are  insufficient  to  cover  the  amount  of 
(he  final  rntfatoenr  and  the  costs  of  the  sale  (such  case,  of  sale  nor  to  exceed  J200  per  Common  Share)  and  accordingly,  such  holder  shall  in 
such  tuumscuttis  remain  liable  to  Crown  Investments  Corporation  of  Saskatchewan  Ihr  any  <agh  dnfr-imry 

Hidden  uf  Instalment  Receipts  who  ate  non-nsuIcnB  of  Canada  will  be  required  to  payall  withholding  taxes  payable  in  respect  of  any  cish 
Dividends,  Exci»  DivideihJs,  Stock  Dividends,  Distributed  Property  or  Reasanizarion  (as  such  rente  are  defined  in  the  Instalment  Receipt 
Apuefiftaic).  Any  such  wnhhoklins  tax  will  be  payable  on  such  distributions  even  if  the  paymenrthereuf  is  directed  to  Crown  Invesntene 
Gxporatiun  ct'  Saskatchewan  on  account  of  the  non-reskfenr  s  unpaid  instalments  and  even  if  there  is  not  sufficient  rash  in  foe  disrihaion  to 
fxr>  such  withholding  tax.  Provision  lur  the  paymenr  of  this  tax  by  rwo-resdenrs  is  set  cur  in  the  Instalment  Receipt  and  Pledge  Agreeraeiu.” 

AdJn»  of  The  R-M  Tnst  Company  and  of  its  agent  to  which  payment  may  be  sene 


IN  CANADA:  - 
Bv  Mail 

The  R-M  Trust  Company 
P.O.  Pent  1036 

Adelaide  Street  Postal  Sciuun 
Toronto,  Ontario 

M5C2K4 

INQUIRIES:  I -800-387-0825 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES: 

Bv-Ma3 

GhaseMeUon  Shareholder  Services.  LLG 

Ovcrpeck  Centre 

85  Challenger  Ruad 

RM&ficId  Park,  New  Jersey 

07660  . 
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ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES 


Equities  end  below  day’s  best 
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TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  busii«dg»5 
^wevious  day's  dose,  but  adjiisfrr^nte  axe  made  when 
jased  on  middle  prices. 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14 1997 


UEEN’S  ANNIVERSARY  PRIZES 


John  O’Leary  introduces  a  four-page  report  on  the  initiatives  in  higher  education  which  yesterday  were  rewarded  by  the  Queen 

And  the  band 
played  on 


A  chance  for 


There  is  not  much  good 
news  in  higher  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  moment. 
The  tong-awaited  re¬ 
vival  of  expansion  is  in  doubt, 
funding  levels  are  expected  to 
decline  further  whoever  wins 
the  election,  and  universities 
are  having  to  withstand  criti¬ 
cism  over  standards. 

Yesterday,  however,  there 
was  an  opportunity  to  cele¬ 
brate  some  undoubted  suc¬ 
cesses  with  the  second  round 
of  Queen’s  Anniversary  Prizes. 
Conceived  as  higher  educa¬ 
tion's  equivalent  of  the 
Queen’s  Award  for  industry . 
and  Launched  two  years  ago, 
the  scheme  offers  high-profile 
recognition  for  some  of  the 
most  innovative  and  wrath- 
while  ventures  in  universities’ 
and  colleges. 

Sir  Stewart  Sutherland, 
Principal  of  Edinburgh  Univ¬ 
ersity,  one  of  die  winners,  said: 
“I  and,  I  suspect  all  my  fellow 
VicfrChancellors  and  Prirtd- 
pais  place  a  veiy  high  value  on 
a  Queen’s  Prize.  Fbr  us,  it 
represents  both  a  welcome 
external  acknowledgement  of 
particular  achievement  and  an 
opportunity  to  draw  that 
achievement  to  the  attention  of 
the  widest  audience." 

Each  institution  was  limited 
to  one  entry,  which  had  to 
demonstrate  “world-class  suc¬ 
cess".  The  120  projects  were 
declared  by  the  judges  to  be  of 
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Awards  for 
some  of  the 
best  ideas  in 
universitie$ 
and  colleges  . 

higher  quality  than  many  they 
saw  two  years  earlier.  Ken 
Robbie,  director  of  the  Queen’s 
Anniversary  Prizes  Office, 
said:  “The  first  round  was 
pretty  good,  but  institutions 
seemed  to  take  particular  care 
with  their  choice  of  entry  this 
time  and  to  take  greater  pains 
with  their  presentation.” 

The  winning  entries  went 
through  a  rigorous  selection 
process  before  specialists  whit¬ 
tled  down  the  field  to  a  final 
shortlist.  The  awards  council 
chaired  by  Lord-  Younger  of 
Prestwick,  the  former  Cabinet 
minister,  settled  for  23  winners 
—  two  more  than  in  1994. 

Three  were  second-time 
winners:  Oxford  University 
for  work,  in  molecular  medi¬ 
cine.  Queen's  University  Bel¬ 
fast  for  mvironmental  re¬ 
search  and  training,  and  the 
University  of  Manchester  In¬ 
stitute  of  Science  and  Technol¬ 
ogy  for  technological  and 
scientific  partnerships  with 
Japan. 


University  of  Btambigham: 
The  Wroxeter  Project: 
archaeology,  technology  and 
the  community. 

Carlisle  College:  Educational 
access  throughout  fife. 
University  of  Edinburgh: 
Music  in  the  community:  a 
course  for  advanced  music 
students. 

University  of  Exeter:  Diabetes 
and  vascular  health  education 
and  research:  microvascular 
processes  and  assotiated  work. 


But  the  successful  entries 
did  not  all  come  from  such 
famous  seats  of  learning. 
Greenhead  Sixth  Form  Coll¬ 
ege,  in  Huddersfield,  for  ex¬ 
ample;  won  recognition  for  a 
monitoring  system  which  has 
seen  a  dramatic  improvement 
in  students’  examination  per¬ 
formance.  Dr  Kevin  Conway, 
tite  Principal  was  one  of  the 
first  to  develop  the  type  of 
"value-added"  measurement 
which  all  the  political  parties 
now  advocate. 

Other  winners  included 
Liverpool  Hope  College, 
which  has  been  traini  ng  Tibet¬ 
an  teachers  in  India  for  a 
decade,  and  Sheffield  College, 
where  a  new  qualification  has 
been  developed  for  braille 
skills  teaching. 

All  23  winners  received  their 
gold  medals  yesterday  from 
the  Queen.  The  successes  were 
celebrated  at  a  Guildhall  ban¬ 
quet,  in  the  City  of  London. 
Planning  for  the  third  of  the 
five  rounds  of  prizes  has 
already  begun,  with  a  likely 
dosing  date  for  entries  little 
more  than  a  year  away.  The 
assessment  process  is  expected 
to  be  similar  to  last  years, 
with  the  winners  announced 
at  the  end  of  1998.  Mr  Robbie 
said:  "It  is  not  loo  soon  for 
institutions  to  start  thinking 
about  their  entries.  We  will  be 
issuing  the  invitation  to  enter 
in  the  autumn." 


Greenhead  Sixth  Form  Cott¬ 
age:  Performance  monitoring 
to  realise  student  potential. 
Hackney  Community  College: 
Bringing  young  women  into  me 
sciences. 

University  of  RuH:  Social  work 
practice:  consultancy,  teaching 
and  research. 

long’s  College  London:  Medi¬ 
cal  law  and  ethics:  teaching, 
research  and  public  debate. 
Leeds  Metropolitan  Univer¬ 
sity:  Technology  transfer  to 


One  of  the  enduring 
images  of  the  Bosnian 
conflict  is  a  film  of 
Vedran  Smailovic  playing  the 
cello  in  a  war-ravaged  street  of 
Sarajevo.  To  the  outside  world 
it  symbolised  the  triumph  of 
the  human  spirit  To  Vedran’5 
friends  it  was  the  inspiration 
to  restore  some  kind  of  nor¬ 
mality  to  a  dty  torn  apart 
To  one.  Professor  Nigel 
Osborne,  who  has  playra 
alongside  him,  it  was  confir¬ 
mation  that  music  can  have 
the  most  profound  effect  on 
people,  particularly  when 
their  lives  have  been 
damaged. 

Professor  Osborne’s  way  of 

helping  to  restore  _ 

sanity  was 
through  young  ‘We  1 

children-  They 
had  absolutely  them 

nothing,”  he  says. 

Their  lives  had  clgcll 

been  wrecked,  , 

their  homes  had  CiUl 

been  destroyed  __ _ __ 

and  the  schools 
were  no  longer  functioning. 
We  needed  to  find  them  some 
son  of  meeting  ground  and  for 
me  that  was  music. 

“We  explored  ways  of  get¬ 
ting  them  back  to  school  and 
found  that  we  were  able  to 
bring  children  of  all  faiths 
together  through  creative 
work,  experimenting  with 
music,  drama,  dance  and  art 
We  helped  them  to  live  again 
like  children,  to  make  them 
laugh  and  to  make  them  sad, 
too.  because  that  is  part  of 
life." 

This  work  is  continuing  on  a 
long-term  basis  with  the  help 
of  third -year  music  students 
from  Edinburgh  University, 
where  Professor  Osborne  runs 

tiie  prizewinning  music  in  the 
community  course.  There  are 
links  with  Sarajevo  University 
and  small  groups  regularly 
travel  to  Mosiar,  visiting  every 
primary  school  in  turn  to 
encourage  musical  activity. 

The  Edinburgh  course 
emerged  from  a  collaboration 
with  the  Scottish  Chamber 
Orchestra,  helping  music 
teachers  to  develop  creativity. 
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Music  students  from  Edinburgh  University  in  the  rains  of  Sarajavo’s  City  HaD 


small  and  medium  sized 
businesses. 

Liverpool  Hope  College:  The 
Ladakh  Project  teaching  and 
training  in  India  for  Tibetans. 
The  London  Institute:  Paper 
conservation:  teaching  and 
technology. 

University  of  Manchester:  Bio¬ 
logical  sciences:  muftkfisd- 
pwtary  teaching  and  research. 
Middlesex  University:  Learn¬ 
ing  in  the  workplace:  off- 
campus  learning,  training  and 


The  University ofj/ork. 

UK  industry  looks  to  York  for 
world-class  computer  technology 
solutions 

The  computing  industry  is  the  fastest  growing  sector  in  the  world  economy,  as 
industry  seeks  computing  solutions  for  an  ever-wider  range  of  technologies.  A 
higher  proportion  of  British  businesses  seek  those  solutions  at  York  than 
anywhere  else.  Why? 

The  Department  of  Computer  Science  at  York  has  a  research  grading  of  Five 
Star,  the  very  highest  possible.  It  also  received  a  rating  of  'Excellent'  in 
Teaching  Quality  Assessment,  again  the  highest  possible.  Both  ratings  are 
awarded  by  the  Higher  Education  Funding  Council. 

This  year  the  University  of  York  has  been  awarded  the  Queen's  Anniversary 
Prize  for  Higher  and  Further  Education  for  its  work  in  Computer  Science, 
particularly  in  technology  transfer  to  industry. 

"The  Department  of  Computer  Sciertce  has  established  a  pre-eminence  m  many  fields 
of  computer  science  teaching  and  research.  It  couples  high  quality  teaching  to  the 
practical  research  and  training  needs  of  industry  and  commerce  at  a  level 
internationally  regarded  as  xoorld-dass"  (Queen's  Anniversary  Prize  citation). 

The  Department's  research  groups  include .* 

Advanced  Computer  Architectures;  High  Integrity  Systems  Engineering; 
Human-Computer  Interaction;  Intelligent  Systems;  Programnaing  Language 
and  Systems;  Real  Time  Systems. 

The  Department  has  excellent  study  opportunities: 

Undergraduate  courses:  Computer  Science;  Computer  Systems  and  Software 

Engineering;  Computer  Science  and  Mathematics; 
Information  Technology,  Business  Management  and 
Language- 

Postgraduate  courses:  MSc  in  Information  Processing;  MSc  in  Safety 

Critical  Systems  Engineering;  MSc,  MPhil  and  DPhil 
by  research. 

To  find  out  more  please  contact: 

Dr  Keith  Manda;  Head  of  Department 

Department  of  Computer  Science,  University  of  York,  Yack  YOl  5DD 
Telephone:  01904  432727  .  Fax:  01904432767 

mander@os-york-ac.nk 


research  for  commerce,  in¬ 
dustry  and  pubDc  services. 
Cottage  of  North  West 
London:  East  European  links: 
expertise  and  skills  transferring 
to  Bulgaria  and  Russia. 

The  Open  University:  Teacher 
training:  opening  up  careers 
through  part-time  distance 
learning. 

University  of  Oxford:  Molecu¬ 
lar  medicine:  ooRaborative  re¬ 
search  and  transfer  of  results. 
The  Queen’s  University  of 
Belfast:  Environmental  re¬ 
search:  research  and  training 
in  partnership  with  industry. 
School  of  Oriental  &  African 
Studies.  University  of 
London:  International  distance 


learning:  economics  and  fi¬ 
nance  across  the  globe. 

The  Sheffield  College:  Braille 
skiUs  accreditation:  providing  a 
new  qualification. 

University  of  Strathclyde: 
Electrical  power  engineering: 
teaching  and  research. 
University  of  Surrey:  Satellite 
engineering  and  commun¬ 
ications:  teaching  and  research. 
University  of  Manchester  In¬ 
stitute  of  Science  and  Tech¬ 
nology:  Technical  education, 
technology  transfer  and  aca¬ 
demic  and  trade  relations  with 
Japan. 

University  of  York:  Computer 
science:  teaching,  research 
and  transfer  of  technology. 


We  helped 
them  to  live 
again  like 
children* 


Now  its  programme  of  train¬ 
ing,  research  and  development 
has  taken  students  into  Scot¬ 
tish  schools,  hospitals,  social 
work  centres  and  prisons. : 

Professor  Osborne  says:  “So 
many  can  benefit  We  have 
had  a  West  African  drummer 
helping  children  with  pro¬ 
found  learning  difficulties. 
Simple  rhythms  can  also  help 
old  people  with  dementia  to 
regain  moments  of  self-re¬ 
spect.  We  have  developed  a 
form  of  tactile  notation  for  the 
visuaQy  impaired  from  simple 
objects  like  forks  or  cups. 

“A  long-term  prisoner  who 
three  years  ago  knew  not  a 
note  of  music  is  having  his 

_  opera  performed 

in  Edinburgh  this 
flped  month." 

m  The  second  of 

3  live  the  Scottish  prizes 
...  goes  to  the  Univ- 

like  ersity  of  Strath¬ 
clyde  for  the 
ren  world-class  teach- 

______  ing  and  research 

of  its  Centre  for 
Electrical  Power  Engineering, 
led  by  Professor  Owen  Parish, 
which  has  partnerships  with 
major  power  companies 
across  the  world. 

Its  graduate  development 
scheme  for  potential  leaders  in 
the  industry,  the  technical 
equivalent  of  the  Master  of 
Business  Administration 
(MBA),  has  achieved  such  rec¬ 
ognition  that  its  first  overseas 
course  is  nowin  its  second  year 
in  Hong  Kong,  where  the 
centre  has  dose  links  with  the 
China  Light  and  Power  Com¬ 
pany.  A  course  is  due  to  start  in 
Thailand  for  engineers  from  its 
power  companies.  Talks  are 
under  way  for  setting  up  a 
course  in  Malaysia. 

Korea  is  already  involved  in 
research  projects  and  Indone¬ 
sia  is  a  possible  future  partner. 

A  spin-off  company.  Diag¬ 
nostic  Monitoring  Systems, 
set  up  last  year  as  a  result  of 
the  centre’s  pioneering  work 
on  substation  design,  supplies 
equipment  to  Italy,  Brazil, 
Hong  Kong  and  Germany. 

Alan  Jenkins 


Undergraduate  courses 
Jenny  Baldly  01904  432701 

General  enquiries 

Valerie  Atkinson  01904  432720 


Postgraduate  courses 
Maggie  Buxton  03504  432721 

PSsaf  our  WorltfWideWeb  site  at 
http-y/Www.c^yotk^c-ttk 


The  University  of  York  extends  its  thanks  to  the- following  organisations  who  support  the  research 
activities  of  the  Department  of  Computer  Science: 

British  Aerospace  •  British  Councn  •BT  *  Canon  Research  Europe  •  Commission  of  the 
European  Communities  •  Daimler-Benz  •.  Defence  Research  Agency  •  Engineering  and 
Physical  Sdences  Research  Couadl  *  Environment  Agency  •  European  Space  Agency 
Qaxo  Wellcome  *  Health  and  Safety  Executive  •  Hewlett-Packard  •  National  Power 
Northern  Electric  •  Porta  Systems  -  Post  Office  •  Rank  Xerox  •  Rolls  Rbyce 
Schlumberger  •  SheB.fcseareh  *  Siemens  Plessey  •  Synoptics  Ltd 


Sky  High  at  Surrey 

/  Groundbreaking  research  in  the  field  of  satellite  engineering 
M |l&  and  communications  has  won  the  University  of  Surrey  a 
IgSF  Queen’s  Anniversary  Prize  for  Higher  and  Further  Education. 

In  another  boost  for  the  University’s  Department  of  Electronic 
•  and  Electrical  Engineering,  it  achieved  the  top  5*  ranking  in  the 
latest  Research  Assessment  Exercise. 

Id  out  research  we  aim  high  -  we  pioneered  affordable  access  tct  space  with  smaller,  faster,  cheaper 
satellites.  But  we  don't  have  our  heads  In  the  clouds  and  we  don’t  stop  at  producing  first  class 
research  -  we  apply  it.  Our  satellite  engineering  and  communications  expertise  is  employed  in  our 
own  company  Surrey  Satellite  Technology  Ltd  (SSTL)  and  in  the  work  or  our  Centre  for  Satellite 
Engineering  Research  (CSER;  and  Centre  for  Communication  Systems  Research  (CCSR). 


CSER  &  SSTL  provide  a  unique  combi¬ 
nation  of  advanced  satellite  research  coupled  c 
with  commercial  application  in  a  University 
environment.  They  have  built  and  launched  *«« 
1 2  highly  sophisticated  microsatellites 
placing  Britain  at  the  forefront  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  satellite  industry  by  leading  the  world  in: 
■  pioneering  faster,  cheaper  satellites  since 
1 979  and  launching  two  micrusatellites  per 
year  since  1990  at  an  average  cost  of  £2m  each 
-  a  tiny  fraction  of  conventional  space  costs. 

•  researching  innovative  and  cost-effective 
small  satellite  techniques  -  and  then  proving 
them  In  orbit  by  actually  designing,  building 
and  launching  microsatellites. 

•  demonstrating  real-life  applications 
of  microsatellites  to  Earth  observation, 
communications,  science  &  defence. 

•  providing  technology  transfer  and  in- 
depth  training  to  emerging  space  nations  - 
enabling  seven  countries  to  take  their  first 
steps  into  oHbir  with  Surrey  at  low-cast 
and  risk. 


CCSR  is  a  core  member  of  two  UK 
Virtual  Centres  of  Excellence  in 
Research  into  Mobile  and  Personal 
Communications  and  Multimedia 
Broadcasting, 
it  also; 

is  internationally  renowned  in  the 
kev  areas  of  mobile  and  multimedia 
communications,  broadband  net¬ 
working  and  digital  signal  processing, 
attracts  £3m  annually  in  research 
funding. 

is  a  major  participant  in  EU  _ ,  — jm 

Framework  Projects.  A 

collaborates  widely 
with  industry  in 
Europe  and  the  US. 
runs  unique  Masters 
and  Continuing  Education  programmes 
in  satellite  and  mobile  communications. 


SSTUCS6R 

TH:  01433  2S9I7S 
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Vital  ground  to  plant 
a  culture  of  learning 

David  Charter  on  where  ‘Mr  Fixif  says  higher  education  must  go  next 


Sir  Ron  Dearing  is  es¬ 
pecially  well  placed  to 
appreciate  the  calibre 
of  British  colleges  and 
universities  and  the  esteem  in 
which  they  are  held  overseas. 
The  former  ftet  Office  chair¬ 
man  has  become  known  as  the 
Government’s  education  Mr 
Fixit  for  leading  successive, 
important  reviews  of  the  cur¬ 
riculum.  qualifications,  and. 
now.  higher  education. 

The  imponance  of  his  role  in 
designing  a  system  that  en¬ 
hances  the  kind  of  excellence 
recognised  by  the  Queen's 
Anniversary  Prizes  made  him 
a  natural  choice  for  introduc¬ 
ing  last  night’s  prizes  ceremo¬ 
ny.  held  at  London's 
Guildhall. 

Sir  Ron  sees  his  mission  as 
redefining  the  structure  and 
aims  of  British  higher  educa¬ 
tion  for  the  next  20  years,  after 
a  decade  of  rapid  growth.  As 
chairman  of  the  Government's 
National  Committee  of  Inqui¬ 
ry  into  Higher  Education,  he 
has  already  toured  education 
institutions  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Japan  and  Austra¬ 
lia  for  a  view  of  what  the 
future  might  field. 

Several  lay  themes  are 
emerging.  Sir  Ron.  who  at¬ 
tended  university  as  a  mature 
student,  has  made  no  secret  of 
his  desire  to  extend  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  university-level  educa¬ 
tion  to  areas  of  society  which 
still  feel  excluded. 

The  expansion  of  higher 
education  has  seen  no  signifi¬ 
cant  change  in  the  social 
background  of  students.  Last 
October  Sir  Ron  appealed  to 
universities  to  set  up  HE 
centres  cm  working-class  es¬ 
tates  to  reach  those  who  feel 
dispossessed. 

"I'm  told  that  on  some 
working-class  estates  there 
isn't  an  HE  culture."  he  said. 
"In  fact,  there  might  even  be 
an  anti-HE  culture  We've  got 
to  go  in  and  establish  units 
there." 

Sir  Ron  is  also  known  to 
favour  closer  links  between 
academe  and  the  needs  of 
industry  and  commerce.  This 
week  he  met  Chris  Hum¬ 


Sir  Ron  Dealing;  There  may  even  be  an  anti-HE  culture” 


phries,  who,  as  director  of 
policy  and  strategy  at  the 
national  Training  and  Enter¬ 
prise  Council,  represents  the 
81  regional  training  and  enter¬ 
prise  councils,  to  hear  his 
arguments  that  universities 
should  be  remodelled  as  large¬ 
ly  local  vocational  training 
centres. 

Mr  Humphries  told  him 
that  the  emergence  of  small 
and  medium-size  enterprises 
as  the  top  graduate  employers 
should  dictate  this  radical  new 
approach  to  higher  education 
in  Britain. 

Several  of  the  prizewi ruling 
projects  suggest  models  for  the 
way  that  the  key  objectives  of 
broadening  participation  and 
refocusing  on  vocational  train¬ 
ing  can  work  at  their  best 

Sir  Ron  will  be  especially 
interested  to  leam  from  Leeds 
Metropolitan  University's  pio¬ 
neering  scheme  to  link  indi¬ 
vidual  postgraduate  students 
with  specific  local  companies. 

immediate  benefits  have 
flowed  for  both  sides,  with  an 
innovative  researcher  bring¬ 
ing  workplace  challenges  bade 


to  the  university  department 
and  keeping  teachers  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  latest 
developments. 

From  this  has  grown  wider 
participation  with  other  col¬ 
leges  and  businesses  which  led 
to  the  formation  of  a  company 


to  develop  international  links 
for  local  firms. 

The  work  of  Middlesex 
University  is  also  likely  to 
inform  Sir  Ron’s  review.  It  has 
won  recognition  for  giving 
employees  the  chance  to  have 
their  skills  recognised  by  a 
qualification,  without  the  need 
tn  leave  work  to  study. 

Sir  Ron  wilt  want  to 
examine  the  secret  of 
Middlesex’s  success  — 
it  has  500  students  on 
the  accreditation  programme 
and  aims  to  double  this  within 
two  years. 

Not  only  do  the  students 
benefit  by  a  formal  recognition 
of  their  skills,  which  can  then 
be  targeted  for  development 
through  further  relevant 
study,  but  the  companies  also 
realise  where  their  strengths 
lie  and  can  direct  their  own 
staff  development  accordingly. 

The  Queen'S  Anniversary 
Prize  citation  for  Middlesex’s 
work  could  act  as  a  summary 
for  Sir  Ron’s  own  aims.  The 
university  is  praised  for  "bear¬ 
ing  directly  upon  a  vital  area 
of  need  in  all  industrial  and 
developed  economies  ...  its 
strategy  brings  obvious  bene¬ 
fit  to  organisations  in  times  of 
change  and  reliable  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  individuals”. 


Children  in  SOS  children’s  village,  Dharamsala,  India,  with  students  bom  Liverpool  Hope's  Ladakh  project 


E 


ach  summer  for  the 


Liverpool  Hope 
College  have  travelled  to  India 
to  tram  Tibetan  teachers  in  the 
villages  in  which  10.000  Tibet¬ 
an  children  have  been  exiled. 
Undergraduates  from  the  coll¬ 
ege  have  flown  to  India  to 
carry  out  teacher  training 
practice  in  Tibetan  schools. 

That  is  why  Liverpool  Hope 
is  one  of  the  winners  in  the 
1996  round  of  the  Queen's 
Anniversary  Prizes.  “1  think 
we  won  because  of  what  it  did 
for  us  as  well  as  what  it  did  for 
the  people  we  were  working 
with.”  Dr  Susan  O'Brien,  the 
college’s  Pro-Rector,  says.  To 


Where  there 
is  Hope . . . 


pay  for  the  project,  the  college 
set  up  a  chanty,  Hope  One 
World,  into  which  staff  con¬ 
tribute.  The  rest  of  the  funding 
comes  from  SOS  Children's 
Villages  UK  an  organisation 
set  up  almost  50  years  ago  to 
care  for  abandoned  children. 


A  Roman  city  brought  to  life 


BY  THE  end  of  May  the 
most  detailed  plan  of  a 
Roman  dty  ever  produced  in 
Britain  wfll  be  complete  — 
without  any  spade  work  or 
excavations  —  thanks  to  the 
latest  modern  technology 
and  the  efforts  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Birmingham.  English 
Heritage  and  volunteers 
from  the  local  community. 

Hidden  beneath  more 
than  150  acres  of  Shropshire 
countryside  is  the  ancient 
city  of  Wroxeier.  the  largest 
Roman  dty  in  Britain  to 
remain  unscathed  by  later 
developments.  Only  a  small 


part  of  the  dty  had  previous¬ 
ly  been  excavated,  inducting 
the  Roman  baths,  now  on 
display  to  the  public. 

Dr  Vince  Gaffney,  director 
of  the  Wroxeter  Project  from 
the  University  of  Birming¬ 
ham.  says:  "The  plan  will  be 
as  detailed  as  it  is  possible  to 
construct  without  excavating 
the  whole  dty,  which  would 
be  destructive." 

The  university  has  been 
involved  in  the  Wroxeter 
Project  since  1953  and  in  1994 


began  to  piece  together  the 
layout  of  die  city.  Mainly 
funded  by  the  Lcverhulme 
Trust  and  BT,  the  virtual 
reality  dty  will  be  construct¬ 
ed  on  a  graphical  database, 
from  information  gathered 
using  remote  sensing  tech¬ 
niques  including  electrical 
and  satellite  imaging  and 
seismic  scanning. 

"Teams  of  international 
scientists,  university  stu¬ 
dents.  the  English  Heritage 
Andent  Monuments  Lab¬ 


oratory  and  more  than  300 
volunteers  have  gathered 
data.  We  will  be  able  to 
provide  plans  of  buildings 
and  have  even  traced  a  large 
tire  which  destroyed  up  to  15 
per  cent  of  the  dty  in  its 
heyday.”  Dr  Gaffney  says. 

Dr  Gaffney  says:  “Tech¬ 
nology  is  the  future  of  heri¬ 
tage  management  and 
archaeology.  We  want  to 
reach  people  of  all  ages  and 
backgrounds  and  hope  to 
launch  CD-Roms  for 
schools.” 

Amanda  Loose 


As  a  result,  900  teachers  have 
been  able  to  teach  the  Tibetan 
refugees  in  the  area  of  Ladakh. 

Such  is  the  success  of  the 
Ladakh  project  that  it  has 
become  a  model  for  similar 
workshops  in  Nigeria  and  for 
schools  of  SOS  Children’s 
Villages  in  India. 

Another  winner  in  the  field 
of  education  is  the  School  of 
Oriental  &  African  Studies 
(SOAS)  at  the  University  of 
London,  which  runs  Masters 
programmes  in  economics 
and  finance  via  distance  learn¬ 
ing.  That  initiative  was  origi¬ 
nally  pioneered  to  train  civil 
savants  of  war-ravaged  Mo¬ 
zambique  and  was  funded  by 
the  Swedish  International 
Development  Agency. 

•  One  of  the  early  SOAS- 
tntined  economists  ended  up 
as  a  Vice  Minister  of  Finance 
and  Planning  in  Mozambique 
and  a  second  became  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Tourism. 

Julie  Davies,  programme 
manager  of  die  Centre  for 
International  Education  in 
Economics  at  SOAS,  is  con¬ 
vinced  the  MSc  must  have 


helped  them.  The  country 
was  moving  towards  a  market 
economy,  so  the  course  was 
very  useful  to  them.”  she  says. 

Today  the  centre  offers  post¬ 
graduate  courses  to  some  700 
students  in  70  countries,  in¬ 
cluding  South  Africa,  Namib¬ 
ia.  Cambodia.  Vietnam  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  University  of  Man¬ 
chester  Institute  of  Science 
and  Technology  (UMIST)  has 
won  a  prize  for  its  links  with 
Japan,  which  go  back  more 
than  100  years.  But  it  has  been 
the  effect  of  the  rise  of  Japa¬ 
nese  economic  power  and  its 
relevance  to  British  technical 
education  that  has  led  to  the 
rapid  development  of  its  pro¬ 
grammes  with  Japan. 

UMIST  has  formalised  rela¬ 
tions  with  two  Japanese  tech¬ 
nical  universities  for  joint 
research,  student  exchanges 
and  staff  transfers.  At  the 
same  time,  effort  is  put  into 
creating  opportunities  for  Brit¬ 
ish  companies  in  Japan. 

The  College  of  North  West 
London  has  won  an  award  for 
tiie  programmes  it  developed 
to  enable  Bulgarian  and  Rus¬ 
sian  institutions  to  reform 
their  teaching,  particularly  in 
business  studies. 

In  Bulgaria  the  college  now 
has  connections  with  30  insti¬ 
tutions  in  1.9  towns.  In  Russia 
it  has  developed  a  similar 
relationship  with  the  Ministry 
of  Education. 

Lucy  Hodges 


The  University  of  Hull 

The  only  university  in  the  world  teaching 
social  work  and  practising  it  too... 


The  Prize- winning  Family 
Assessment  and  Support  Unit 
serving  families  in  crisis  through 
its  graduate  social  work  degree 
and  diploma  courses 


Social  sendees  departments  &  agencies  can 
obtain  information  about  the  University 's  social 
care  agency  by  contacting  Michael  Donohue 
on  01482  465011 

For  details  about  social  work  degree  and  diploma 
courses  contact  the  Admissions  Secret aty. 
Department  of  Social  Work  at: 

The  University  of  Hull 
Hull  HU6  7RX 
Tel:  01482  466228 
Fax:  01482  466306 


We  would  like  to  thank  our  students  and  staff  who  have 

from 

made  Hope  One  World  'a  model  of  international  outreach', 

Liverpool 

offering  a  Sign  of  Hope  to  Tibetan  refugees  in  the  village 

to 

of  Ladakh  in  Northern  India  and  thus  being  awarded  a 

Ladakh . 

Queen’s  Anniversary  Prize  for  Further  and  Higher  Education. 


Information  on  further  Signs  of  Hope  is  available  from 
Hope  Direct,  Hope  Park,  Liverpool,  LI  6  9JD.  0151  291  3820 


LIVERPOOL 


UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 


REPRESENT,^  MERSEYSIDE  .N  THE  QUEEN'S  ANNIVERSARY  PR.ZE 
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Linda  Pullen  on  a  course  providing  practical  experience  to  those  p 


who  play 


Hull  University 
hopes  the  Queen* 
Prize  will  help  its 
unique  social- 
work  agency  to  win  contracts 
if  the  Government  goes  ahead 
with  privatisation  plans. 

The  Family  Assessment  and 
Support  Unit  (FASU)  gives 
practical  experience  under  su¬ 
pervision  to  students  prepar¬ 
ing  for  diplomas  in  social 
work.  Set  up  in  1994,  the  unit 
has  helped  more  than  500 
families  referred  by  social 
services.  A  further  2000  have 
received  counselling  through 
schemes  provided  by 
employers. 

It  claims  success  in  more 
than  60  per  cent  of  cases  at  no 
cost  to  sodal  services,  and  85 
per  cent  of  people  seeking  help 
feel  more  able  to  cope  after¬ 
wards.  It  has  also  done  re¬ 
search  on  bullying  and 
aggression  in  preschool  child¬ 
ren,  young  car-crime  offenders 
and  the  effects  of  autism  on 
families. 

The  prize  citation  describes 
the  agency  as  “unique  and  of 
emphatic  world-class.  It  sets 
out  a  pathway  in  the  efficient 
study,  teaching  and  resolution 
of  recurring  problems  in  the 
sodal-service  field  and  pro¬ 
vides  an  innovative  practical 
basis  of  significant  interna¬ 
tional  research". 

Three  schemes  that  help 
small  companies  to  boost  busi¬ 
ness  by  tapping  into  academic 
expertise  at  Leeds  Metropoli¬ 
tan  University  were  described 
by  the  judges  as  “trail- 
blazing”’. 

Under  the  university* 
Teaching  Company  Scheme  a 
business  needing  help  can  call 
in  an  expert  in  fields  such  as 
marketing  or  environmental 
management.  It  has  so  far 
helped  54  projects  which  have; 
on  average,  produced  profits 
double  tiie  initial  investment 


t~f 


WHEN  fire  number  of  science 
A-ievd  entries  from  girls  at 
Hackney  Community  Coll¬ 
ege.  east  London,  fell  to  three 
in  1990.  the  science  depart¬ 
ment  felt  it  was  time  to  art, 
and  in  doing  so  won  a 
Queen's  Anniversary  Prize, 
Amanda  Loose  writes. 

Pat  Mahoney,  head  of  stu¬ 


dent  support,  says:  “The  fall 
reflected  national  trends.  We 
felt  we  had  to  encourage 
talented  young  women  to  Cake 
up  the  sciences.  They  bring  a 


particular  perspective  to  sci¬ 
entific  issues,  such  as  repro¬ 
duction  ami  genetic  engin¬ 
eering,  which  we  can’t  afford 
to  lose.  Between  1991  and  1996 
we  had  198  female  A-level 
entries.  More  than  70  girls 
have  gone  on  to  study  science 
at  university. 

“The  college  promotion  of 
Canale  recruitment  also  bene¬ 
fited  male  pupils.  One  said 
ttmt  an  advantage  was  that 
boys  argued  whether'  a+b 

equals  c  and  girls  asked  why.” 


LEEDS  METROPOLITAN  UNIVERSITY 


Leeds  Metropolitan  University  is  proud  to 
receive  a  Queen’s  Anniversary  Prize  in 
recognition  of  its  pioneering  work  with  small 
and  medium  sized  businesses.  . 


This  accolade  bears  testimony  to  the  impact 
both  higher  education  and  smaller  companies 
have  on  the  national  economy.  The  prize 
celebrates  the  enterprise  and  sheer  enthusiasm 
of  all  those  involved  in  the  University’s 
innovative  technology  transfer  schemes  and 
our  commitment  to  regional  regeneration- 
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to  become  social  workers  ZZZ  ,  ,  ,  .  ~H 


World  leaders 
in  their  fields 


A  similar  initiative.  The 
Company  Associate  Partner¬ 
ship  Scheme,  brings  in  help 
from  further  education  col¬ 
leges  and  has  already  aided  33 
companies.  Another  40  devel¬ 
opments  3^  in -the  pipeline. 

The  third  project.  Univentures 
International  T  M,  links  entre¬ 
preneurs  with  ideas  gathered 
worldwide  by  the  universily. 

The  judges  described  the 
initiatives  as  “a  pioneering 
and  highly  productive  rela¬ 
tionship  between  academe 
and  industry".  Piter  Rodgers, 
the  university*  External  Busi¬ 
ness  Development  Centre 
head,  said:  "It  is  often  thought 
that  people  in  universities 
dont  speak  the  same  language 
as  business  people  and  don’t 
understand  the  real  needs  of 
the  business  community. 

“We  have  proved  that  you 
can  break  down  these  banters 
with  practical  projects  to  im¬ 
prove  companies*  profitability 
as  well  as  performance.  Grad¬ 
uates  involved  in  these 
schemes  also  get  a  tremendous 
boost  at  the  beginning  of  their 
career  as  they  take  on  high 
profile  and  responsible  roles 
within  the  companies.” 

York  University’s  computer 
science  department  is  interna¬ 
tionally  recognised  as  a  centre 
of  excellence.  The  citation  for 
its  prize  says:  “It  couples  high- 
quality  teaching  with  tire  prac¬ 
tical  research  and  training 
needs  of  industry .  and  com¬ 
merce  at  a  level  recognised  as 
world-class." 

It  undertakes  more  industri¬ 
ally  sponsored  research  than 
any  other  British  university, 
currently  holding  about  a  fifth 
of  tiie  contracts  in  the  market. 
It  has  established  partner¬ 
ships  with  leading  companies 
and  many  of  its  graduates  go 
an  to  jobs  with  them..  The 
university  provides  postgrad¬ 
uate  courses  as  part  of  dev¬ 


Students  preparing  for  diplomas  in  social  weak  under  the  FAS ITs  supervision  discuss  their  casework  with  a  lecturer 


Five  hundred  families  have  benefited  from  the  sodal  service  provided  by  the  FASU 


elopment  programmes  for  in¬ 
ternationally  famous  firms 
such  as  Fred  and  Siemens. 

The  department  is  also  a 
world  leader  in  modem  com¬ 
mercial  computer  system  ap¬ 
plications,  form -aircraft  and 
nuclear  power  plants-  To  im¬ 
planted  medical  devices  and 
rail  transport.  One  group  is. 


working  on  software  safety 
analysis  which  detects  aircraft 
faults,  makes  corrections  and 
advises  pilots  and  air  traffic 
controllers  on  their  next 
actions. 

.  Another  group  is  developing 
“data  suns”  Body  sensors  will 
allow  wearers  to  operate  a 
computer  -with  the  slightest 


gesture  or  movement.  The 
concept  would  provides  a  use¬ 
ful  tool  for  blind  or  deaf 
people. 

Sheffield  College’s  course 
in  braille  is  the  first  to  provide 
a  fully  accredited  new  qualifi¬ 
cation.  The  programme  was 
created -.by  Vida  Jackson,  a 
lecturer,  who  realised  the  diffi¬ 


culty  of  keeping  people  inter¬ 
ested  over  tiie  four  years  ft 
takes  to  master  tiie  skill. 

1  was  working  with  adults 
who  had  to  learn  braille  and 
found  it  difficult  to  maintain 
motivation,"  she  said.  “Know¬ 
ing  human  nature.  I  knew  it 
would  encourage  people  if 
they  had  something  to  aim 
for."  Only  half  of  registered 
blind  people  use  braille,  and 
tiie  figure  plummets  to  less 
than  one  in  ten  among  those 
who  lose  their  sight  as  they  get 
older. 

The  course  is  modular,  with 
students  learning  ai  their  own 
speed,  either  at  the  college  or 
by  correspondence.  It  was 
launched  four  years  ago  with 
only  two  people,  but  now  has 
34.  with  more  cm  a  waiting  list 
About  half  are  blind,  the  rest 
want  a  qualification  for  jobs  as 
rehabilitation  officers  or 
braille  transcribers. 

Six  other  colleges  around 
Britain  have  taken  up  the 
programme  and  seven  others 
are  due  to  start  soon.  Carh 
Harding,  a  college  official, 
said  braille  was  usually  dealt 
with  by  sodal  services,  not 
education  departments.  “This 
course  has  brought  it  into 
mainstream  education,”  she 
says.  The  prize  citation  ap¬ 
plauds  the  way  the  course 
“breaks  new  ground.  It  is 
addressing  an  important  nat¬ 
ional  area  of  need  in  a  con¬ 
structive  and  valued  way.  Ir  is 
an  excellent  and  well  thought- 
out  initiative." 


In  1986  the  University  of 
Manchester,  recognis¬ 
ing  the  need  for  the 
various  branches  of  tile 
biological  sciences  to  work 
together,  established  The 
School,  a  scientific  com¬ 
munity  designed  to  promote 
research  and  educational 
programmes  of  the  highest 
standards  in  biology. 

Central  to  its  function  is 
collaboration  between  sci¬ 
entists  and  clinicians,  be¬ 
tween  biologists  and  other 
academic  disciplines,  with 
industry  and  with  the  com¬ 
munity .  To  date,  benefits 
include  groundbreaking 
discoveries  about  the  way  in 
which  wounds  heal,  work 
that  has  led  directiy  to  new 
techniques  for  the  treatment 
of  Parkinson's  disease  and 
the  identification  of  a  new 
type  of  drug  resistance  in 
cancer  therapy. 

These  results  have  been 
accompanied  by  a  dramatic 
increase  in  the  number  of 
students,  and  within  a  de¬ 
cade  this  department  has 
established  a  worldwide 
reputation  for  tiie  quality  of 
its  teaching  and  research.  A 
building  to  host  joint  ven¬ 
tures  with  industry  is  due 
for  completion  next  year. 

Professor  Tony  Trinri,  the 
dean,  is  confident  thar  this 
facility  will  deliver  benefits 
of  national  significance.  "It 


vessel  pressure  has  been 
assembled  using  computer, 
laser  and  television  technol¬ 
ogy  at  an  advanced  level. 

Professor  John  Toctke,  the 
director,  says:  “The  unique 
technologies  we  are  now 
using  hold  the  key  to  the 
understanding  of  diabetic 
complications." 

The  revolution  in  biology 
has  led  to  the  development 
of  new  branches  of  science, 
molecular  and  cell  biology. 
In  1989  the  University  of 
Oxford  decided  on  an  inno¬ 
vative  approach  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  posed  by  the  new 
branches  of  science.  The 
result  was  an  Institute  of 
Molecular  Medicine,  in¬ 
tended  to  address  the  short¬ 
age  of  laboratories,  staff, 
equipment  and  clinicians 
with  the  expertise  to  com¬ 
pete  in  this  type  of  research. 
Recognised  as  an  important 
influence  in  the  internation¬ 
al  development  of  molecu¬ 
lar  medicine,  the  institute 
has  produced  more  than 
1,500  vital  research  papers 
and  made  significant  break¬ 
throughs  in  genetic  dis¬ 
eases,  cancer,  childhood 
infections  and  Aids. 

Changes  in  science  are 
raising  profound  questions 
for  all  of  us:  choosing  the 
sex  of  children,  animal  or¬ 
gan  transplants,  and  selec¬ 
tive  abortion  in  twin 


ery  in  this  crucial  field  of 
science  well  into  the  next 
century,"  he  says. 

Diabetes  is  one  of  the 
world's  most  persistant  dis¬ 
eases,  afflicting  over  100 
million  people  worldwide, 
with  500.000  insulin-depen¬ 
dent  sufferers  in  the  UK. 

The  establishment  of  the 
Diabetes  and  Vascular 
Health  Education  and  Re¬ 
search  Centre  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Exeter  in  1993  has 
involved  the  harnessing  of 
healthcare  and  academic 
endeavour.  The  result  is  an 
internationally  acclaimed 
research  programme  with  a 
rare  specialisation  in  micro- 
vascular  work,  and  innova¬ 
tive  models  of  care  for 
people  with  diabetes. 

A  wide  array  of  technol¬ 
ogies  for  investigating -as¬ 
pects  of  human  small-blood 


topics  under  debate. 

Since  its  establishment  in 
1978.  the  Centre  of  Medical 
Law  and  Ethics.  King's 
College  London,  has  devel¬ 
oped  an  outstanding  reput¬ 
ation  for  world  dass 
teaching  and  research  in  the 
area  of  medical  law  and 
ethics.  It  undertakes  both 
individual  and  collabora¬ 
tive  research,  analysing  and 
suggesting  solutions  to  the 
legal  and  ethical  problems 
faring  practitioners. 

Professor  Arthur  Lucas, 
the  Principal  of  King’s  Coll¬ 
ege,  says.-  "The  centre  influ¬ 
ences  decisions  on  issues 
that  affect  every  member  of 
society,  whether  directly  or 
by  its  influence  on  the 
ethical  climate  in  which  we 
live.” 


Ros  Drinkwater 


SOAS 


The  QUM Brt 
Amnuttv  Pwzd 


SOAS,  University  of  London,  is  proud  to  receive  a  Queen's 
Anniversary  Prize  for  its  postgraduate  distance  learning 
courses  in  Hnancmi  Management  and  Financial  Economics. 


QUESK® 


Tax  QbWi 


CENTRE 


A  Queen's  Anniversary  prize  for  clinical 
microvascular  research 


The  unique  clinical  microvascular  research  bang  conducted  by 
the  Diabetes  and  Vascular  Health  Education  and  Research 
Centre  farms  a  key  activity  of  the  University's 
interdepartmental  Institute  of  Clinical  Science,  run  in 
partnership  with  Are  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Healthcare  NHS 
TYusC  other  Research  Divisions  indude  cancer  research, 
molecular  genetics,  medical  physics,  biological  chemistry  and 
children's  health  and  exercise  science,  complementing 
Postgraduate  Medical  School  expertise  in  health  care  evaluation, 
mental  health,  primary  care  and  complementary  medicine. 

For  further  information  regarding  the  research,  educational  and 
partnership  opportunities  in  the  health  field  at  Exeter,  including 
the  Institute  of  Clinical  Science,  call  01392  403090 


As  a  leading  centre  for  the  study  of  Asia  and  Africa,  SOAS  is 
an  international  community  of  scholars  with  a  wide  range  of 
undergraduate  and  graduate  degrees.  These  inrlydg  language 
and  literature  studies  and  programmes  in  the  humanities  and 
social  sciences  including  Law,  Business,  Politics,  Diplomacy, 
History,  Development  Studies  and  many  more. 


The  Prize  brings  greater  honour  to  the  innovative  MSc  courses 
winch  have  enhanced  capability,  performance  and  career 
development  for  working  students  worldwide. 


The  Queen’s  University  of  Belfast  is 
proud  to  receive  a  second  Queen’s 
Anniversary  Prize  and  congratulate  all 
those  involved  in  the  QUESTOR  Centre 
on  bringing  such  a  prestigious  award  to 
the  University. 


SOAS,  Thonahangh  Street,  Russell  Square, 
London  WClH  0XG 


Tel:  0171  637  2388  Fax:  0171 436  4211 
email:  OEEUOL@SOAS.AC.UK 
www.  htrpyAvww^oas^c.uk.Ceoires/CIEE/ 


The  Centre  acknowledges  the  unrivalled 
support  received  from  its  industry 
members  which  has  made  such  a  valuable 
contribution  to  environmental  research 
relevant  to  industry  needs  thereby 
making  the  award  possible. 
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Saving  the  past  for  the  future 


Tfci*  award  of  n  Qiu  cn's  Anniversary  prrie  to  the-  London 
Institute  is  a  recognition  of  Lhe  pioneering  work  on  iho 
conservation  of  v/ortte  unci  images;  on  paper  by  Climber'., 'ell 
CoUvirc  of  \i'»s  durinq-  die  past  twenty-live  years.  "Hi is 
work  lias  canted  C.ttni!>crv.'«*|l  an  international  .reputation. 
Many  of'  the  College’s  lyradvuios  are  nmt  employed,  in  key 
conservation  rales  {•nmmfioul  the  world. 


Collaborxuon  with  major  national  and  mu-rnationa! 
museum--,  i'aik  rim  and  calicccoas  is  of  crucial  importance 

to  the  Collect. 


btiei?  coJlabin-ctiojis  art-  c>. teosjre  ;,«d  recent  examples 
include  sign-bean!  contributions  to  the  conservation  ot: 

T3k-  library  coIltH  iiot)  of  burnt  Catherine's  Monastery  in. 
Sinai,  which  contains  some  of  the  world's  most  important 
tavly  bound  manuscripts. 

The  k-tters  ot  Charles  Picketts 

The  original  drawings  of  jo  ha  Bentley,  architect 

of  Westminster  Cathedral 

The  library  at  lhe  benunarv  ai  Moure  Baser, ru-.  Italy 


f  urther  details  about  (.omhenvc.lJC 
piruiee rijiit  work  on  the  conser-.nuon 
of  woi -cU  urtd  images  on  paper  cun 
hr  oh  rained  from: 


Richard  Frost 

Camberwell  College  of  Arts 
Pectin aru  Road 

London  SE5  SIT 
Telephone  0171  511  fj'lflO 
Fax  0171  514  tiotO 
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GREENHEAO  COLL 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Greenhead  College  is  proud  to 
receive  a  Queen's  Anniversary 

Prize  for  quality  and  excellence  in 
monitoring  our  students'  performance 
to  help  them  reach  their  full  potential 
in  A-levels. 

The  award  recognises  the  dedication 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  staff  and  the 
benefits  for  students'  achievement, 
recruitment  and  retention  by  the  use 
of  this  innovative  quality  system 
designed  specifically  for  education 
and  increasingly  adopted  by  other 
institutions  throughout  the  country. 

Contact:  Dr  Kevin  Conway 

Greenhead  College,  Greenhead  Road, 
Huddersfield,  West  Yorkshire  HD  3  4E5 

Tel:  01484  422032 

Fax:  01 484  51 8025 

e-mail:  gracnhoadcofl^gcompusJbtxom 

Setting  Training 
Standards  for 
Europe 


COLLEGE  OF'U'VOrth 

Jest  London 


through  the  best 
of  British  Education 


19*6  Owes*  AHlxran TV«t  Prt» 
for  Bddkc  Bmfaac.  CUM  ad 
EbbihimIl-  LMm  !■  EwIot  Efpe 


THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  BIRMINGHAM 


The  University  of  Birmingham 
is  very  proud  to  have  been 
awarded  a 

Queen’s  Anniversary  Prize 
for  the  work  of  its 
Department  of  Ancient  History 
and  Archaeology 
on  the  Wroxeter  project. 
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TheOpen 

University 


Qualify  to  teach  in 
Secondary  Schools 
through 
part-time  study 


Are  you  considering  teaching  as  a  career?  Do  you  have 
a  degree  or  are  you  about  to  get  one?  Then  here  is  an 
established  and  award-winning  programme  from  the 
Open  University  which  leads  to  full  recognition  as  a 
qualified  teacher. 

The  Open  University  Postgraduate  Certificate  in 
Education  has  won  a  Queen's  Anniversary  prize  for 
Higher  and  Further  Education.  The  programme  features; 

■  courses  for  secondary  teaching  in  Mathematics. 
Science,  Design  and  Technology;  English,  History,  Music 
and  French; 

•  part-time  home-based  study  over  eighteen  months 
from  February  1998  to  July  1999,  combined  with  three, 
fow  and  six-wedc  Modes  of  fufttime  experience  in  schools 

•  courses  include  study  guides,  resource  materials, 
video/audio  cassettes  and  the  use  of  information 
technology; 

•  support  from  an  OU  tutor  and  group  study  sessions; 

•  grants  to  cover  the  full  course  fees  and  spedal  bursaries 
for  certain  courses. 


Name. 


Address 


l 


i —  /  . i 

1  .  . Postcode . ® 

I  saw  time  caff  the  HotKnefflQflR  365302  1 

^Internet  httpyAvww.open.acukADU/5tudy-Mml_| 

UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION  8t  TRAINING  OPBtf  TO  ALL  ADUITS 


In  a  class  of  their 


Lacy  Hodges  on  the  Open  University’s 


pioneering  teacher-training  programme 


The  Open  University 
(OU)  has  won  a 
Queen’s  Anniversary 
Prize  for  its  pioneer¬ 
ing  teacher-training  pro¬ 
gramme  —  the  first  to  apply 
distance-learning  techniques 
to  postgraduate  teacher  educa¬ 
tion. 

Launched  in  1994.  the  OU‘s 
Postgraduate  Certificate  in 
Education  enables  would-be 
teachers  to  train  while  in  full¬ 
time  work  and  was  specifically 
designed  to  tap  the  huge  pool 
of  mature  entrants  to  the 
leaching  profession. 

The  programme  also  pio¬ 
neered  die  use  of  information 
technology  as  an  integral  part 
of  its  teaching  methods,  ensur¬ 
ing  that  teachers  emerge  at 
least  as  computer-literate  as 
their  pupils.  Students  are  lent 
a  PC,  printer  and  modem 
which  are  then  donated  to 
their  in-service  school.  The 
oourse  produces  more  than 
1,000  teachers  a  year. 

Middlesex  University  has 
won  a  prize  for  its  national 
centre  for  work-based  learn¬ 
ing  partnerships  which  en¬ 
ables  people  in  work  to  design 
degrees  around  what  they  are 
doing.  “Our  whole  aim  is  to 
develop  educational  opportu¬ 
nities  for  people  at  work.* 
Jacqueline  Davies.  learning 
development  tutor,  says. 
“We’re  talking  about  building 
on  people's  experiences  and 
developing  them  in  workplace 
settings.”  Student  numbers 
are  500  and  expected  to  double 
in  the  next  two  years. 

Carlisle  College  has  won  a 
prize  for  its  “Opening  More 
Doors"  initiative,  launched  in 
1993  to  break  dawn  barriers 
that  prevent  people  continuing 
with  their  education.  “We 
planned  how  we  could  do  that. 
Everything  from  changing  the 
physical  environment  to  ap¬ 
pointing  staff  who  can  provide 
counselling  and  guidance,” 
Tony  Jakimriw.  the  Vice-Prin¬ 
cipal,  says. 


Five  years  ago  Carlisle  was 
a  traditional  technical  college. 
Today  60  per  cent  of  students 
are  aged  over  21  and  60  per 
cent  an?  females;  and  numbers 
have  doubled  in  three  years. 

Greenhead  Sixth  Form 
College,  in  Huddersfield,  west 
Yorkshire,  another  winner, 
has  moved  in  eight  years  from 
being  below  average  in  its 
examination  results  to  being 
among  the  top  three  sixth  form 
colleges  in  the  country  for  its 
A-level  results. 

Students  are  assessed  on 
arrival  at  the  school  and 
targets  are  set  in  discussion 
with  the  students  and  parents. 
Monitoring  takes  place  each 
term  and  immediate  remedial 
action  is  raken  where  neces¬ 
sary.  Targets  are  raised  for 
students  who  improve.  The 
demand  for  places  has  in¬ 
creased  numbers  from  just 
over  500  to  dose  to  1.300.  Last 
year  the  A  level  pass  rate  was 
95  per  cent  with  68  per  cent  of 
pupils  achieving  A  to  C 
grades. 

The  college  takes  pupils 
from  rune  partner  schools  so 
long  as  they  have  six  grade  Cs 
at  GCSE.  Almost  90  per  cent 
of  students  go  on  to  higher  or 
further  education. 


An  Open  University  student  on  a  teaching  placement 


THE  CENTRE  for  SateUite 
Engineering  Research  (CSERJ 
at  the  University  of  Surrey 
leads  the  way  in  the  research 
and  development  of  microsat- 
ellites.  Amanda  Loose  writes. 

professor  Martin  Sweeting, 
director  of  CSER.  developed 
the  first  microsatellite  in  1979. 
an  efficient  and  affordable 
alternative  to  conventional 
satellites.  Since  then  the  univ¬ 
ersity  has  launched  Surrey 
Satellite  Technology  limited 
(SSTL).  the  only  company  m 
Britain  building  and  launch¬ 
ing  the  new  satellites  on  a 
commercial  basis. 

professor"  Sweeting  says; 
“MicrosareUites  are  small. 


weighing  around  50kg.  so¬ 
phisticated  and  cheap  to 
launch.  They  respond  more 
rapidly,  reaching  their  orbit  in 
18  to  24  months,  compared 
with  the  five  to  ten  years  it 
takes  conventional  satellites. 

-They  also  have  many  uses, 
from  orbiting  the  Earth  and 
relaying  images,  to  e-mail 
communications,  remote  sens¬ 
ing  and  environmental  moni¬ 
toring.  Although  SSTL  satel¬ 
lites  are  built  by  professional 
staff,  the  company  enables 
students  to  be  involved  in 
research  satellites." 

The  centre  opened  in  1992 
and  has  more  than  150  staff 

and  postgraduate  students. 


THE  QUESTOR  Centre  at 
Queen’s  University.  Belfast, 
was  established  in  1989  to 
undertake  research  into  envi¬ 
ronmental  problems,  in  par¬ 
ticular  those  caused  by 
industrial  pollution.  John 
Young  writes.  It  is  the  only 
institution  of  its  kind  outside 
toe  United  States,  and  its  work 
has  received  ■  international 
recognition. 

Initial  funding  for  the  build¬ 
ing  and  laboratories  came 
from  the  International  Fund 
for  Ireland  and  later  from  the 
.European  Regional  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund,  but  its  research 
work  is  largely  financed  by 
industrial  partners  who  sub¬ 
scribe  to  become  members; 


The  nine  founder  members 
indude  Du  Font  IC1  and 
Coca-Cola. 

Much  of  its  work  has  been 
concentrated  on  the  reduction 
of  pollution  in  effluents,  the 
restoration  of  contaminated 
land  and  problems  associated 
with  incineration.  When  Pro¬ 
fessor  David  Bellamy  opened 
the  first  laboratory  he 
described  it  as  “a  bright  light 
at  the  end  of  a  dark  tunnel". 

The  centre’s  findings  are  not 
confined  to  its  members.  Ev¬ 
ery  effort  is  made  to  ensure 
that  the  results  of  its  research 
are  made  applicable  to  small 
and  medium-sized  companies 
as  well  as  toils  large  corporate 
partners. 


PRESERVmGBECOBDS 


AMONG  the  greatest  ad¬ 
vances  in  conserving  our  cul¬ 
tural  heritage  has  been  the 
development  of  new  tech¬ 
niques  to  restore  and  preserve- 
fragile  or  damaged  docu¬ 
ments,  records  and  works  of 
a rt,  John  Young  writes. 

At  toe  forefront  has  been  toe 
London  Institute’s  Camber¬ 
well  College  of  Arts,  in  south¬ 
east  London,  whose  former 
students  have  distinguished 
ihemselves  in  a  wide  and 
fascinating  range  of  projects. 

Nine  former  students  are  on 
the  staff  of  toe  British  Muse- 
induding  Gillian  Roy. 


urn. 


neiur 


A  breakthrough  in 
the  inner  city 


purpose  built  campuses  opening 
at  Shoreditch  and  in  Clapton  1997 


Queen’s  Anniversary  Prize  1997 


best  A  level  results  of  any  inner 
London  college  1996 


state  of  the  art  vocational  training 
for  industry 


widest  range  of  community 
education  classes  in  the  capital 


partners  in  the  City  of  London, 
South  Africa  and  Japan 


administration  0181  985  8484 
course  information  0181  533  5922 


The  Sheffield  College  is  pmad  of 
Os  staff  and  students. 


Without  their  hard  work  and  dedication  achieving 
the  Queens  Award  would  not  have  been  possible. 


The  Sheffield  CaUene  - 

helping  yea  toUAette  Most  of  life 


PM  Bar 345,  Sheffield,  S22YT 
TefepboBe  01142EQ2EQ2 
Fn  0114  260  2607 


Please  return  the  coupon  below  for  a  copy  of  the 
PGGE  prospectus. 

rOonvto«dM^tfScou^te 

(The  Open  University,  PO  Box  625,  Milton  Keynes  MK1  1TY.  ■ 
□  Please  send  me  your  Postgraduate  Certificate  in  ■ 

|  Education  prospectus  (available  early  March),  £  J 


Carlisle  College  is  proud  to  be  awarded  *w* 

The  Queen’s  -JQL. 
Anniversary  Prizes 

FOR  HIGHER  AND  FURTHER  EDUCATION 


Carlisle 

COLLEGE 


The  prize  is  for  the  College's  “Opening  More  Doors’ ’ 
mitiodve  which  has  increased  access  to  education  and 
training  fin-  the  whole  of  the  community. 

The  flexibility  of  our  curriculum,  partnership  with 
voluntary  organisations  and  our  team  of  de'Er**cd 
professional  staff  have  all  helped  Carlisle  College  to 
develop  as  a  true  comttwtiiy  college. 


U  her  e  v  our  fit  fit  re  h  eg  i  u  v 


Guam  College  Victoria  Plmx  Guel&s  ClianOUlBS 

Tel:  ttZZS  244*4  Fee  8122*  514$77 


principal  conservator  and 
head  of  organic  materials. 
She.  while  still  at  Camberwell, 
led  a  group  working  on  toe 
conservation  of  the  John  Piper 
cartoons  in  Chichester  Cathe¬ 
dral  and  of  several  theatrical 
watercolours  from  the  Garrick 
collection.  Others  are  working 
on  toe  papyrus  to  be  displayed 
in  a  forthcoming  exhibition  of. 
Egyptian  mummies  and  on 
documents  associated  with  the 
Calcutta'  Tercentenary 
celebrations. 

Lenny  Hanson,  a  darkroom 
technician  at  King’s  College 
Hospital  before  he  went  to 
Camberwell,  is  now  curator  of 
the  Houghton  Getty  picture 
library  where  thousands  of  old 
photographs  and  films  have 
been  rescued  from  chemical 
decay.  Other  present  and  for¬ 
mer  students  have  advised  on 
toe  conservation  of  the  library 
of  St  Catherine's  Monastery, 
in  toe  Sinai  desert,  the  letters 
of  Charles  Dickens.  John 
Bentley^  architectural  draw1- 
ings  for  Westminster  :Catoe- 
dral,  Turner  watercolours  and 
Burne-Jones  drawings  in  the 
Tate  Gallery,  and  sketches  by 
Beatrix  Porter  and  Sir  Arthur 
Conan  Doyle's  brother.  Dick¬ 
ie,  in  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum.  Less  conventional 
projects  have  included  salvag¬ 
ing  documents  from  the 
wreckage  of  the  Piper  Alpha 
oil  platform  and  restoring  a 
hydrogen  balloon  used  by  Sir 
John  Franklin  to  send  mes¬ 
sages  during  his  quest  for  the 
North-West  Passage. 


“This  is  pioneering  work  bearing  directly 
upon  a  vital  area,  of  need  in  all  modem 
economies.  It  is  carried  out  with  vigour  and 
clarity.  Its  strategy  brings  obvious  benefit  to 
organisations  in  times  of  change  and 
reliable  qualifications fir  individuals.  It  is 
filling  a  unique  educational  Junction  in  an 
imaginative  way  and  attracting 
international  attention." 


►M 


MIDDLESEX 

UNIVERSITY 


OFFICIAL  CITATION.  THE  QUEENS  ANNIVERSARY  PRIZES  1996, 


Middlesex  University  would  like  to  thank  all 
those  involved  in  contributing  towards  our 
attainment  of  one  of  the  Queens  Anniversary 
Prizes  for  Higher  and  Further  Education 


.  Organisations  we  are  currently working  wito.  include: 
Aromatherapy  Organisations  Council 
Bovis  Europe  •  College  of  North EastLondon 
Corpcxation  of  London-CSV  Ecfcjcatiorr 
BDExbej  BTTEC  Higher  Education  • 

London  Borough  of  Enfield  *  Londbh  Borough  of  "  *' 
Richmond  upon  Thames  •  Metrbpolitari  Police 
Ministry  of  Defence  Police  •  National  Institute  of  Adult 
Continuing  Education  •  North  London  TEC-  NUS 
Riverside  Community  Health  Care  NHS  Trust 
Southgate  College -Unfted  OB  Products  ' 
Waltham  ForestCoBege- 


NATIONAL  CENTRE  FOR 
WORK  BASED  LEARNING  PARTNERSHIPS 
0181362  6200 


.  The  Queen’s 
Anniversary  Prizes 
1996 


UM3ST  is  a  world  class  technological 
university  with  expertise  in  SCIENCE. 
ENGINEERING  and  MANAGEMENT. 
Top-ranking  departments  in  management, 
engineering,  corrosion,  instrumentation 
and  biochemistry. 


UMIST  VENTURES  Limited,  UMISTs  wholly -owned 
technology  transfer  and  marketing  company,  is  firmly 
established  as  the  efficient  focus  for  all  commercial  contract 
and  technology  services  offered  by  UMIST. 

Contact:  Mr  Clive  Rowland,  Commercial  Director 
Tel: +44(0)  161  200  3055  Fax: +44  (0)  161  200 


The  University  of 
Strathclyde  is  delighted 
to  receive  the 


QUEENS 

ANNIVERSARY 

PRIZE 


through  the  work 
of  its  Centre  for  Electrical 
Power  Engineering 

The  Centra: 

•  pwkteBR&Dsus^fwwiusIrythrou^i  strong 
partnerships  wtih  uStjes  and  manufacturers: 

•  has  attracted  research  forcing  of  over  E3.SmSon 
since  its  creation  in  1990; 

•  provides  aducrfkn  and  traning  for  the  powar  Incfcs&y 
at  undergraduate,  posgraduaie  sfopost-wpariencs 
level; 

•  has  o«r  90  staff  and  research  studeres  -  the  largest 
power-engineering  actjvgy  of  any  UK  univarsity. 

•  exports  training  and  technology  fo  Europe,  South 
America  and  S.E  Asia. 

Further  fofonra&m  about  the  Centre's-  \  £ 

sctfvWMlsavenabfolFom  Professor  p( 

Owen  Pariah  on  0141-548  2881.  «*ma0;  J 

oJerieh@iae.liaUiac.uk  ^  2 


DIVERSITY  OF 
>T RATH, CL  YDE 


A  place 
of  useful 
(earning 
since 
1736 


The  Centre  of 
Medical  Law 
and  Ethics, 
School  of  Law 


Kings 

College 
LONDON 

Founded  1829 

University  of  London 

The  Centre  offers  the  folkwving  courses: 

•  PhD  and  MPhil  programmes 

in  medical  ethics  and/or  medical  law 
*  MA  fn  Medical  Ethics  and  Law 
one  year  full-time  or  two  years  part-time 

•  Postgraduate  Diploma  in 
Health  Care  Ethics 

.  one  year  part-rime 

Ethics  of  Research  on  Humans 

three-day  training  course  for  members  of 
Research  Ethics  Committees  of  health 
authorities 

The  Centre  also  produces  a  number  of 
publications,  inducting: 

•  Occasional  Paper  Series 

a  new  initiative  encouraging  publication 
of  analytical  papers  and  empirical  research 
of  relevance  to  practical  problems  and 
policy-  making  in  the  health  care  system. 

The  first  two  papers  in  this  Series  (on  ' 

persistent  vegetative  state  and  the  rights 
of  ownership  in  body  parts)  will  be 
available  from  the  end  of  February. 

•  Manual  for  Research  Ethics  Committees  ’ 

an  essential  tool  for  members  of  Research 
Ethics  Committees 

fnH  Hnf°Tatl0MO?  h°W  w  aPP|y  for  courses 
and  deads  of  all  the  Centre’s  publications  and 
other  activities,  please  ring  0171-873  2382. 

Protnaring  excel  (cafe  in  learning,  (earning  Srtuani 
F-qxatm  of  opportunity  is  Cotk& 
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the  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14 1997 


LAW  39 


Court  of  Appeal 


Law  Report  February  14 1997 


Court  of  Appeal 


Single  possession  order  made 


Informer  can  waive  anonymity 


Albany  Home  Loans  Ltd  v 
Massey  and  Another 
Massey  v  Albany  Life  Assur- 
aoce  Company  Ltd  and 
Others 


pejwe  lord  Justice  Aldous  and 
Lord  Justice  Schiemann 
(Judgment  February  12J 
In  general  an  order  lor  possession 
ought  not  to  be  made  against  one 
of  two  joint  borrowers  where  h 
'wuM  nor  advantage  the  lender 
because  the  other  joint  borrower 
was  entitled  to  remain  in  pos¬ 
session.  in  those  circumstances  a 
otstria  judge  ought  to  adjourn  the 
proceedings  with  liberty  to  restore 
should  the  other  borrower  leave 
dig  property  or  an  order  for 
possession  be  made  against  the 
other  borrower. 

/Hie  Court  of  Appeal  so  observed 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  Frank 
Reginald  Massey,  the  first  defen¬ 
dant  in  the  first  action,  who  was 
also  the  plaintiff  in  the  second 
action,  against  an  order  for  pos¬ 
session  of  7  Corbar  Way.  Mile 
End.  Stockport,  Cheshire,  made  by 
order  of  Judge  Hammond  in 
Stockport  County  Court  on  April  4, 
1995  in  favour  rf  Albany  Hone 
Loans  Ltd.  the  plaintiff  in  the  Erst 
action. 

Article  8  of  the  European 
Convention  on  Human  Rights 
(1953,  Cmd  8969)  provides:  “Every¬ 
one  has  a  right  to  respect  for  his 


private  and  family  life,  his  home 
and  b»  correspondence.  There 
may  be  no  interference  by  a  public 
body  with  the  exercise  of  this  right 
except  such  as  is  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  is  necessary  . . . 
lor  (he  protection  of  the  rights  and 
freedoms  of  others." 

Mr  Martyn  Beridn  for  the 
appellant;  Mr  Simon  Edwards  for 
the  home  loan  company. 

LORD  JUSTICE 

SCH1EMANN  said  die  appeal 
raised  apoint  of  genera)  interest  on 
which  counsel  said  there  was  no 
authority  and  a  variety  of  practice. 

What  was  to  be  dene  in  the 
situation  where  joint  owners  of 
property  jointly  mortgaged  it.  gat 
into  arrears  an  the  payments,  the 
lerider  applied  for  a  possession 
order  and  one  of  the  borrowers 
had  an  arguable  defence  to  the 
application  but  the  other  had  no 
defence? 

Mr  Massey's  defence  was  that 
he  was  m  arrears  because  he  had 
been  wrongfully  dismissed  by 
associate  companies  of  Albany 
Home  Loans  lid  by  whom  be  was 
employed  as  a  mortgage  provider. 
That  defence  had  been  struck  out 
by  die  judge  because  even  if  he  was 
certain  to  succeed  in  his  wrongful 
dismissal  daim  h  was  not  a 
defence  so  die  possession,  daim  by 
die  lender. 

The  mortgage  on  which  the 
lender  sued  was  made  not  only 


with  Mr  Massey  but  also  with  his  . 
wife  Jacqueline,  who  had  pleaded 
that  as  against  her  the  mortgage 
should  be  set  aside  for  undue 
influence:  The  lender  had  not.  as 
yet  anyway,  obtained  judgment  for 
possession  against  ho1. 

The  district  judge  on  January  9. 
19%  had  ordered  Mr  Massey  to 
give  op  possession  of  the  property, 
but  no  order  had  been  made 
against  Mis  Massey. 

The  fender  had  not  sought  to 
enforce  die  order  prior  to  an 
adjudication  on  the  wife’s  case  and 
had  proffered  an  undertaking  that 
no  actual  would  be  taken  to  enforce 
die  order  until  an  order  was  made 
against  Mrs  Massey  or  she  va¬ 
cated  voluntarily. . 

la  those  circumstances  there 
were  no  practical  problems,  bat  his 
Lordship  saw  force  in  the  sub¬ 
mission  that  die  judge  ought  not  to 
have  made  the  possession  order. 
Its  result  was  that  a  husband  was 
in  breach  of  the  court's  order  and 
might  be  held  in  contempt  for 
remaining  in  the  boose  in  which 
his  wife  was  entitled  to  remain  and 
invite  whom  she  pleased. 

Article  8  of  the  European 
Convention  on  Human  Rights, 
although  not  enacted  as  part  of 
domestic  law,  provided  a  due  to 
the  solution  of  the  problems  posed 
by  the  case.  It  was  common 
ground  that  the  making  of  the 
order  fotr  possession,  at  the  time 


when  it  was  made  and  at  the 
present,  was  not  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  die  lender's  rights. 

His  Lordship  referred  to  a 
dictum  of  Lord  Tern  pieman  in 
Dowrasvfow  lid  v  First  City 
Corporation  ted  01993)  AC  295) 
that  powers  conferred  on  a  mort¬ 
gagee  must  be  exercised  in  good 
faith  for  the  purpose  erf  obtaining 
repayment. 

In  a  case  where  the  ejection  of 
one  trf  two  borrowers  was  of  no 
benefit  to  the  lender  it  seemed  to 
his  Lordship  that  it  was  not  in 
general  right  to  make  an  order 
requiring  him  to  leave  within  the 
period  during  which  the  other 
borrower  was  in  possession  and 
entitled  to  be  in  possession.  That 
must  particularly  be  the  case 
where  the  borowers  were  husband 
and  wife. 

It  was  overstating:  the  case  for 
Mr  Beridn  to  say  that  the  court  had 
do  power  to  make  such  an  order. 
But  the  court  should  have  disposed 
of  the  case  so  that  the  husband  was 
not  required  to  leave  until  his  wife 
left.  That  result  could  have  been 
achieved  by  an  undertaking  such 
as  had  beat  given  in  the  instant 
r»«e  or  by  an  adjournment  under 
the  general  powers  of  the  court. 

Lord  Justice  Aldous  agreed. 

SofldlOTS:  McCormicks,  Harro¬ 
gate;  Mr  B.  M.  D.  Geirmger. 
Patters  Bar. 


Savage  v  Chief  Con^able  of 
Hampshire 

Before  Lad  Justice  Leggan,  Lord 
Justice  Potter  and  Lord  Justice 
Judge 

(Judgment  February  6J 
A  police  informer,  who  wished  to 
sacrifice  his  anonymity  by  bring¬ 
ing  proceedings  to  recover  money 
allegedly  promised  to  him  by  die 
police  in  exchange  for  the  informa¬ 
tion.  was  not  precluded  on  the 
ground  of  public  interest  immu¬ 
nity  from  making  that  daim. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
allowing  the  appeal  of  the  plaintiff. 
David  James  Savage,  against  the 
judgment  of  Judge  Martin  Tucker. 
QC.  sitting  as  a  deputy  judge  of  the 
High  Ccurt  in  the  Portsmouth 
District  Registry,  when  he  refused 
on  July  27.  1995.  the  plaintiffs 
application  for  leave  to  amend  his 
particulars  (rf  claim,  and  struck  out 
the  daim  as  being  frivolous, 
vexatious  and  an  abuse  of  the 
court's  process.  The  Court  of 
Appeal  allowed  the  plaintiffs  pro¬ 
posed  amendments. 

Mr  David  Barnard  for  the 
plaintiff;  Mr  Simon  Russen  for  the 
chief  constable- 


Limitation  period  over  guarantee 


Tabarrok  vLD.C.  Lord  & 
CO  {a  Firm) 

Before  Lord  Justice  Hirst.  Lord 
Justice  Aldous  and  Lord  Justice 
Schiemann 


(Judgment  February  6] 

Where  negligent  advice  caused  a 
plaintiff  to  guarantee  another^ 
debts,  the  limkarion  period  began 
to  run  as  soon  as  the  plaintiff 
suffered  damage.  lr  was  a  question 
of  fact  in  each  case  whether 
damage  was  caused  to  the  plaintiff 
before  the  person  whose  debts 
were  guaranteed  defaulted  on 
them 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  Massoud 
Baradaran  Tabarrok  from  the 
refusal  by  Judge  Call  in  in  Brent¬ 
ford  County  Court  an  June  3. 1995 
of  his  application  for  leave  to 
amend  particulars  of  daim  in  his 
action  against  E.  D.  C.  Lord  &  Co, 
a  firm  of  solicitors,  for  breach  of 
contract  and  negligence.  Judge 
Caihn  rejected  the  application  on 
the  ground  that  the  daims  sought 
to  be  raised  by  amendment  were 
statute-barred  and  did  not  arise 
out  of  the  same  or  substantially  the 
same  tacts  as  those  already 
pleaded. 

Mr  Alan  Masters  for  the  appel¬ 
lant;  Mr  R.  E.  Pearce  for  the 
respondent. 

LORD  JUSTICE  ALDOUS  said 


there  were  three  issues  an  the 
appeal  First,  had  die  limitation 
period  expired?  Second,  did  the 
new  cause  of  action  arise  out  of  the 
same -or  substantially  die  same 
facts  and  if  so  was  it  just  to  grant 
leave  to  amend? 

The  appellant  had  derided  in 
19%  to  open  a  pizza  restaurant  He 
had  purchased  a  company. 
Coohise  Ltd,  and  instructed  the 
defendant  solicitors  in  connection 
with  the  purchase  of  an  underlease 
of  premises  at  84  Clapham  High 
Street.  London. 

Coolrise  went  into  occupation 
before  the  necessary  documents 
were  signed  and  entered  into  a 
franchise  agreement  to  operate  a 
Perfect  Pizza  restaurant.  But  in 
December  1987  the  appellant  was 
told  that  the  landlord  would  not 
approve  the  underlease  until 
dilapidations  costing  about 
£12(000  had  been  completed. 

The  appellant  had  felt  he  had  no 
choice  but  to  spend  the  money  and 
did  so.  On  February  3.  1989  the 
underlease  was  executed.  It  con¬ 
tained  a  danse  by  which  the 
appellant  agreed  to  aa  as  surety 
for  Gooirise. 

In  February  1992,  Coohise  failed 
to  pay  the  rent  and  on  November  9. 
1992  the  landlord  obtained  judg¬ 
ment  against  Coolrise  and  the 
appellant  as  surety  for  £34,000. 
Placed  in  difficulties.  Coolrise  as¬ 


signed  to  the  appellant  arty  cause 
of  action  it  had  against  the 
respondents. 

The  summons  in  the  instant 
action  was  issued  on  January  28. 
1993.  Particulars  of  daim  alleged 
Thai  the  respondents  were  hi 
breach  of  contract  and  negligent  in 
respect  of  advice  to  Coolrise  as  to 
the  existence  of  the  schedule  of 
dilapidations  and  foe  danger  of 
entering  into  the  franchise  agree¬ 
ment  and  spouting  money  before 
obtaining  die  underlease. 

The  proposed  amendment 
sought  to  raise  a  daim  both  in 
comma  and  tort  on  the  basis  that 
the  respondents  owed  a  duty  both 
to  Coolrise  and  the  appellant  in 
concraci  and  tort. 

The  respondents  maintained 
that  the  cause  of  action  foe  both 
bread!  and  contract  and  neg¬ 
ligence  arose  on  February  3. 1989. 
mere  than  six  years  before  the 
accepted  date  of  March  31, 1995  for 
ascertaining  whether  the  limita¬ 
tion  period  expired. 

The  appellant  submitted  that 
time  only  began  to  run  against  him 
as  guarantor  when  Coolrise  de¬ 
faulted.  Mr  Masters  had  relied  on 
dicta  of  Lord  Diplock  in  Mascfti  v 
bep  Air  Services  Ltd  ([1973)  AC  331, 
MS). 

Mr  Pearce  submitted  that  the 
appellants  argument  was  faSa- 
.  cious.  The  fact  that  liability  as  a 


guarantor  arose  upon  default  did 
not  mean  that  the  entry  into  the 
guarantee  as  a  result  of  negligent 
advke  did  not  inflict  damage  upon 
the  person  who  entered  into  the 
guarantee.  He  had  referred  among 
other  cases  to  Forster  v  Ouired  & 
Co  fll982|  1 WLR  86). 

Proceedings  on  the  contract 
daim  could  have  been  begun  on 
February  3.  1989.  so  that  action 
was  statute  barred.  But  the  pos¬ 
ition  in  tort  might  be  different  as 
the  cause  of  action  accrued  when 
the  appellant  suffered  damage. 

In  his  Lordship's  -view,  foe 
appellant  would  have  recovered 
more  dun  nominal  damages  had 
he  taken  action  on  February  3. 1989 
beaux  the  dilapidations  had  al¬ 
ready  been  carried  out.  making  the 
appeLtantY  guarantee  of  Cocrinx'S 
debts  more  onerous. 

The  judge  had  not  made  the 
proper  comparison  of  the  facts  in 
fop  original  statement  of  daim  and 
'  in  the  proposed  amendments.  His 
Lordship  did  so  and  concluded 
that  the  differences  were  such  that 
it  could  not  be  said  they  were 
substantially  the  same. 

Lend  Justice  Schiemann  gave  a 
concurring  judgment  and  Lord 
Justice  Hirst  agreed  with  both 
judgments. 

Solicitors;  David  Gouldman  & 
C«  Prince  Evans.  Ealing. 


LORD  JUSTICE  JUDGE  said' 
that,  from  the  assertions  in  foe 
daim.  foe  court  had  to  assume  that 
after  his  arrest  in  1990  for  an 
offence  of  possession  of  drugs  foe 
plaintiff  orally  agreed  to  assist  the 
police,  that  be  would  be  paid  for 
information  leading  to  the  arrest 
and  conviction  of  persons  involved 
in  serious  crime  or  the  prevention 
of  serious  crime  or  the  recovery  (rf 
property,  and  payment  would  be 
calculated  on  foe  basis  of  10  per 
cent  erf  the  value  of  any  property 
concerned,  alternatively  a  reason¬ 
able  sum  would  be  payable. 

In  performance  of  that  agree¬ 
ment.  foe  plaintiff  provided  appro¬ 
priate  assistance  and  information 
and  had  not  received  the  agreed  or 
any  reasonable  paymenL  His 
Lordship  said  that  it  was  tikety  an 
alternative  view  of  those  crucial 
facts  would  be  pursued  if  foe  case 
proceeded  totnaL 

The  judge  had  held,  in  sum¬ 
mary,  that  the  plaintiff's  daim  was 
inadmissible  as  it  involved  an 
assertion  that  he  was  a  police 
informer,  he  was  not  permitted  to 
allege  or  give  evidence  to  establish 
any  such  case; 

His  Lordship  said  (hat  the  need 
to  conceal  the  identity  of  informers 
was  justified:  R  v  Hennessey  ((1978) 
68  Cr  App  R  419.  425);  D  v 
Notional  Society  far  the  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Cruelty  to  Children  (jl978| 
AC  171).  In  a  limited  numher  of 
cases  concealment  was  justified  cm 
the  ground  that  the  police  service 
could  not  otherwise  function  prop¬ 
erly  and  perform  its  public  duty: 
Conway  v  Rimmer  QI96SJ  AC  910. 
953954):  AttomeyCeneml  v 
Brians  ((1846)  15  M  &  W 169. 185). 

The  principle  firmly  established 
in  Maiits  v  Beyfus  ((1890)  25  QBD 


494.  498,  499 }  and  constantly 
repealed  thereafter  was  that 
immunity  from  disclosure  was  not 
a  privilege  to  be  waived  by  one 
party  to  the  proceedings,  and. 
second,  nondisclosure  was  not 
limited  to  criminal  prosecutions 
but  extended  in  some  circum¬ 
stances  to  dvfl  proceedings  as  well. 

But.  Lord  Esher.  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  in  that  case  did  not  use 
language  to  suggest  that  the  prin¬ 
ciple  applied  to  every  end]  action  in 
whatever  farm  the  proceedings 
might  take. 

Where  the  informer  himself 
positively  washed  his  activities  to 
be  identified,  and  assuming  he  was 
an  adult  of  reasonable  intelligence, 
it  was  difficult  to  see  why  the  court 
should  prevent  disclosure  of  his 
activities  on  foe  basis  that  his 
personal  safely  would  be 
endangered. 

Disclosure  at  his  own  insistence 
could  not  serve  to  undermine  one 
of  the  essential  features  of  arrange¬ 
ments  between  the  police  and  their 
informers  that  their  identity  would 
normally  be  protected  from 
disclosure. 

If.  in  cases  involving  police 
surveillance  from  observation 
posts  (for  example  R  v  Johnson 


Q19S8]  t  WLR  1377)).  the  views  of 
occupiers  of  those  premises,  whose 
safety  was  most  in  need  of  protec¬ 
tion.  could  be  considered,  then,  in 
his  Lordship's  judgment,  an  in¬ 
former's  wish  that  his  identity  be 
disclosed  could  not  without  more 
be  ignored  on  the  basis  of  the 
immunity  principle,  and  certainly 
in  relation  u>  aril  proceedings 
taken  by  him  after  foe  condusian 
of  any  relevant  criminal 
prosenirirms- 

And  further,  from  a  separate  line 
of  authority  as  to  whether  public 
interest  immunity  attached  to 
documents  in  cases  involving  com¬ 
plaints  against  police  officers  Ifl  v 
Chief  Constable  of  West  Midlands 
Police.  Ex  parse  Wiley  ({1995]  I  AC 
274. 299)).  his  Lordship  considered 
that  if  a  police  informer  wished 
personally  to  sacrifice  his  own 
anonymity,  he  was  not  precluded 
by  foe  automatic  application  of 
such  immunity  at  the  behest  of  the 
relevant  police  authority. 

It  was  posable  foal  despite  his 
wishes  there  remained  a  signifi¬ 
cant  public  interest,  extraneous  to 
him  and  his  safely,  which  would 
be  damaged  if  he  was  allowed  to 
dbdose  his  role. 

But  his  Lordship  was  unable  to 


understand  why  the  court  shouk 
infer,  for  example,  that  disclosur 
might  assist  others  involved  ii 
criminal  activities,  or  reveal  polio 
methods  of  investigation  or  ham 
per  their  operations,  or  indicate  ih 
state  of  their  inquiries  into  an 
particular  crime,  or  even  that  the 
possessed  information  suggestin; 
extreme  danger  to  foe  informer  i 
he  were  to  proceed. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  an 
such  considerations  applied  in  fo 
present  case  so  as  to  tip  the  balanc 
in  favour  of  preserving  foe  ir 
former’s  anonymity  against  hi 
wishes  in  the  public  interest 

Thus,  while  there  might  b 
unusual  difficulties  at  foe  intei 
[ocutory  stages  of  the  preset 
litigation,  particularly  in  relario 
to  discovery,  and  despite  his  Lon 
ship's  reservations  about  the  tikel 
prospects  of  successful  proceec 
ings  by  foe  plaintiff,  leave  1 
amend  the  pleadings  should  hat 
been  grantedL 

Lord  Justice  Potter  gave 
concurring  judgment  and  Lot 
Justice  Leggan  agreed. 

Solicitors;  Reynolds 
Hetherington,  Gosport  Mr  P.  < 
B.  Robertson,  Winchester. 


Enforcing  order  for  costs 


Wraith  v  Wraith  and 
Another 

Before  Lord  Justice  Butler-Sfoss, 
Lord  Justice  Peter  Gibson  and 
Lord  Justice  ffotter 
{Judgment  ftbruary  5] 

Where  a  legally  aided  litigant  who 
had  had  his  case  struck  out  for 
want  trf  prosecution  and  against 
whom  a  costs  order  not  to  be 
enforced  without  leave  of  the  court 
had  been  made,  successfully 
claimed  against  ids  solicitor  in 
negligence  and  foe  settlement  in¬ 
cluded  indemnity  for  the  solicitor 
for  any  costs  incurred  by  the 
litigant  in  die  original  action,  then, 
on  an  application  to  enforce  the 
costs  order,  the  appropriate  order 
for  the  court  to  make  would  almost 
certainly  be  io  grant  leave  to 
enforce. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
allowing  an  appeal  by  foe  defen¬ 
dants  in  an  action  between  broth¬ 
ers  concerning  a  business 
partnership  against  a  decision  of 
Judge  Cooke,  sitting  as  a  High 
Court  judge,  dismissing  the  defen¬ 
dants’  summons  for  leave  to  en¬ 
force  a  costs  order  against  the 
plaintiff  on  the  ground  of  a  change 
in  his  rireumstances  under  regula¬ 
tion  130  of  the  Civil  Legal  Aid 
(General)  Regulation  (SI  1989  No 
339). 

Mr  lan  Karsten,  QC,  for  the 
defendants;  Mr  Nicholas  David¬ 
son,  QC  for  the  plaintiff. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BUTLER- 
SLOSS.  giving  foe  judgment  of  the 


court,  said  that  die  judge  had 
made  a  typical  order  for  costs  not 
robe  enforced  without  leave  of  foe 
exfurt  and  the  effect  was  to  suspend 
the  plaintiffs  obligation  of  pay¬ 
ment  indefinitely.  On  any  applica¬ 
tion  by  the  defendant  under 
regulation  130  foe  court  might 
make  such  order  as  it  thought  fit 
and  had  a  wide  discretion  as  to  the 
order  foal  might  be  made. 

Such  an  order  was  originally 
termed  a  “football  pool"  order,  a 
phrase  still  in  general  use  but  the 
origins  of  which  were  somewhat 
obscure. 

In  foe  case  of  the  unsuccessful 
legally  aided  litigant  coming  into 
possession  of  substantia]  assets  or 
otberwise  being  in  a  position 
readily  to  pay  costs  previously 
awarded  to  die  other  party,  there 
seemed  no  reason  in  principle  or 
common  sense  why  he  should  be 
treated  differently  from  a  formerly 
impecunious  litigant  who  won  a 
football  pool. 

Nor  was  there  any  good  reason 
to  exclude  from  the  list  of  contin¬ 
gencies  the  settlement  of  an  action, 
whether  or  not  connected  with  foe 
litigation  in  which  the  order  for 
costs  was  made. 

Finally,  where  that  settlement 
carried  with  it  the  right  to  an 
indemnity  against  payment  of 
costs  under  the  order  the  subject  of 
the  other  party’s  application,  the 
care  for  a  variation  was  likely  to  be 

overwhelming. 

The  source  of  funds  was  not 
irrelevant  in  all  cases.  The  court 


could  envisage  cases  where  sue 
source  or  conditions  governing  u 
of  a  party’s  available  funds  mig1 
properly  leads  court  to  leave  the 
out  of  account.  Funds  donated 
ease  hardship  or  meet  experts 
arising  from  personal  injuri 
following  an  unsuccessful  aah 
would  be  obvious  examples. 

The  court  did  consider,  howevc 
that  it  was  not  appropriate  in  su 
a  care  to  speculate  on  the  reasu 
ins  underlying  settlement  of 
solicitors  negligence  action,  nor 
seek  to  evaluate  the  plain tif 
chance  of  success  in  any  action  ti 
outcome  of  which  was  uncertain 

When  an  order  was  made  stri 
ingout  an  action  it  marked  the  a 
or  the  case,  the  basis  of  foe  ord 
for  costs  in  favour  of  the  defe 
dams  being  foe  default  of  l 
plaintiff  or  his  advisers. 


plaintiff  or  his  advisers. 

Any  subsequent  application  1 
variation  should  not  depend  for 
outcome  on  balancing  foe  notior 
advantage  or  disadvantage  to  t 
defendant  had  foe  action  be 
fought  That  was  to  give  to  t 
plaintiff  or  his  advisers  the  bent 
of  their  own  default. 

In  any  event,  the  pktintiff  s 
fared  no  adverse  finandal  a 
sequence  as  he  had  foe  insure 
indemnity.  The  court  could  see 
reason  why  solicitors  who  were 
fault  should  reap  any  benefit  at  t 
expense  of  the  unsuccessful  nc 
legally  aided  party. 

Solicitors:  Hague  &  Dim 
York;  Wansbroughs  Willey 
Hargrave.  Leeds. 
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■  TELEVISION 

The  digital 
revolution  might 
just  bring  more 
live  theatre 
to  the  small 
screen  —  at  a  price 


■  THEATRE  1 

A  pessimistic 
but  compelling 
view  of  fife  on 
a  housing  estate 
is  offered  in  Peter 
GUI’s  Cardiff  East 


ARTS 


■  THEATRE  2 

Not  a  nice  play: 
The  Merchant 
of  Venice  is 
presented  with  all 
its  racism  intact 
in  Birmingham 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14 1997 

■tomorrow 

How  does  Cliff’s 
Heathdiff 
measure  up  after 
its  national  tour? 
Read  Benedict 
Nightingale’s  view 


\f 


Coming  to  a  small  box  near  you 


The  cable  and  satellite  revolution  is 
going  to  bring  a  feast  of  arts  coverage  to 
television  for  those  who  are  prepared  to 
pay  for  it.  Andy  Lavender  reports 


Fancy  seeing  an  opera  this 
evening  —  even  though  you 
live  rmles  from  an  opera 
house?  Or  a  concert  from 
one  of  the  world's  top  orchestras, 
perhaps  in  Vienna  or  New  York? 
Or  how  about  a  guided  tour 
around,  say.  the  splendours  of 
Cubism?  IF  so.  simply  turn  on  your 
television. 

This  cosy  scenario  is  perhaps 
closer  than  you  think.  Arts  pro¬ 
gramming  on  TV  has  for  years  been 
a  slender  proposition.  When  it  is  on 

at  all,  it  can  be  very  hit  _ 

and  miss.  Remember 
the  esoteric  delights  and 
dismays  of  Without 
Walls  on  Channel  4?  Or 
the  BBCs  The  Late 
Show,  portentous  one 
night,  pretentious  the 
next?  And  arts  program¬ 
ming  is  usually  con¬ 
signed  to  the  shadowy 
end  of  the  evening 

schedule  —  a  problem  _ 

which  still  afflicts  LWTs 
Tlte  South  Bank  Show. 

All  that  will  change  in  the  next 
couple  of  years,  at  least  if  you  are 
prepared  to  join  in  the  cable  and 
satellite  revolution.  Arts  program¬ 
ming  enjoys  the  happy  circum¬ 
stance  of  appealing  to  the  ABCl 
newer  so  beloved  of  advertisers 
and  subscription  operators.  There 
are  clearly  commercial  interests  at 
stake  in  the  fact  that  it  now  looms 
large  in  our  multichannelled 
future.  Even  so,  the  impending 
increase  in  arts  provision  can  only 
be  good  news  for  the  armchair 
aficionado. 

Various  TV  companies  have  al¬ 
ready  joined  the  fray  or  are  prefar¬ 
ing  their  entry.  The  most  enticing 
manoeuvres  are  at  the  BBC  Within 
the  next  couple  of  years  the  cor 
non  will  run  a  number  ot 
services  alongside  BBC1  and  BBC2. 
for  those  who  can  receive  them  by 
means  of  digital  technology.  In 
addition,  working  with  the  cable 
and  satellite  company  Flextech,  it 
will  launch  additional  subscription 


C  The  risk 
is  that 
people  will 
dip  in  and 
jump  out  5 


services  on  the  cable  networks.  A 
new  arts  channel,  named  Arena 
after  the  old  BBC  documentary 
series,  is  among  them. 

“The  theme  will  be  music,  theatre 
and  the  am.  but  transmitted  in 
prime  time  when  viewers  are 
actually  free  to  watch."  explains 
Roly  Keating,  the  BBC's  held  of 
development,  music  and  arts.  “We 
will  focus  on  classical  music,  con¬ 
certs  like  die  Proms,  chamber 
music,  but  also  roam  widely  into 
the  Later  With  Jools  area.  You 

_ might  get  some  ja2z, 

country,  a  little  bir  of 
rock,  so  it's  a  grown-up 
music  agenda.  There 
will  also  be  arts  docu¬ 
mentaries,  and  we're 
going  to  be  delving  into 
the  back  catalogue.  The 
BBC  has  a  huge,  fantas¬ 
tic  treasure  chest  of  arts 
programmes  dating 
back  in  some  cases  30  or 

_  40  years.  Most  of  them 

have  been  seen  rally 
once  or  twice." 

Keating  promises  that  the  chan¬ 
nel  will  not  merely  ransack  the 
BBCs  archives  but  will  feature  new 
programming,  including  a  reviews 
and  listings  element  He  is  in  no 
doubt  about  the  potential  of  such  a 
venture.  "The  market  research  so 
far  has  shown  a  very  strong  and 
passionate  demand  among  an  audi¬ 
ence  who  feel  there's  a  huge  gap  in 
the  marker  for  something  like  this.” 
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ot  before  time,  some 
would  say.  Paul  Find¬ 
lay.  formerly  opera  di¬ 
rector  at  the  Royal 
Opera  House,  has  for  a  while  been 
lobbying  the  Arts  Council  to  fund 
the  establisiunent  of  a  television 
company  transmitting  every  eve¬ 
ning.  via  cable  or  satellite,  a  four- 
hour  package  of  arts  and  culture 
programming.  The  principle,  Find¬ 
lay  believes,  is  that  British  perfor¬ 
mance  which  receives  public 
subsidy  should  be  made  available 
to  a  yet  wider  audience,  an  opportu¬ 


nity  which  digital  technology  now 
provides. 

Of  coarse,  you  can  get  something 
not  dissimilar  if  you  already  sub¬ 
scribe  to  your  local  cable  network. 
The  arts  channel  Performance, 
owned  by  The  Daily  Mail  and  the 
General  Trust,  is  available  in 
around  1.4  million  homes  as  part  of 


a  package  of  cable  channels.  Not 
that  ail  of  those  households,  by  any 
means,  will  be  interested  in  arts 
programming,  but  if  they  channel- 
hop  between  7pm  and  lam  they  will 
discover  that  ftrformance  offers  a 
middle  to  highbrow  mix  of  opera, 
concerts,  dance  and  a  little  jazz. 

“Up  to  now.  the  idea  has  been 


that  irs  the  world's  greatest  per¬ 
formers  in  your  home."  says  Bob 
Lynton.  the  channel’s  director  of 
nines.  That*  fine,  if  you  are 


progran 
nappy  s* 


ippy  seeing  them  a  little  later  than 
you  would  otherwise.  Performance 
has  a  lowly  budget  and  must 
therefore  purchase  programmes 
that  have  already  been  seen  else¬ 


where,  usually  on  the  channels  of 
European  broadcasters.  Lynton  is 
nonetheless  devising  ways  of 
maxunising  his  slim  resources. 

“We  need  to  make  our  program¬ 
ming  more  accessible  and  leant  the 
positive  lessons  from  Classic  FM." 
he  says.  The  radio  station,  you  may 
remember,  quickly  gained  a  large 
and  loyal  following  through  its  non- 
threatening  approach  to  classical 
music.  “I'm  Jookingtodosomekind 
of  short-form  programming.  In 
March  we  have  a  new  series 
running  called  Great  Arias:  ten- 
minute  items  in  which  you  get  the 
best  singers  doing  extracts  from 
and  talking  about  one  of  their  most 
famous  roles.  That  will  be  good  for 
people  dipping  their  toe  into  opera.” 

The  danger  is  that  people  will  dip 
in  and  jump  out  “lfs  a  fiercely 
competitive  business  to  be  in.” 
Lynton  agrees.  “Virtually  every 
month  there  are  new  channels  that 
come  on.  The  majority  of  people  are 
interested  in  lots  of  things;  cooking, 
drama,  sport,  the  arts.  Most  of  us 
are  multifaceted  in  our  leisure 
interests,  so  as  a  cookery  channel 
comes  on  it*5  possible  that  it  dilutes 
our  audience.”  It  will  doubtless  be 
further  diluted  when  Arena  is 
launched. 

Meanwhile,  Channel  4 
is  currently  planning 
its  own  add-on  ser¬ 
vices  when  digital 
transmission  comes  on  stream,  and 
these  might  indude  extended  arts 
coverage.  Do  these  kinds  of  initia¬ 
tives  paradoxically  sound  the  death 
knell  for  the  arts  on  mainstream 
television,  condemning  them  in¬ 
stead  to  a  specialised  niche  for 
which  we  have  to  fork  out? 

Janey  Walker,  Channel  4Ts  com¬ 
missioning  editor  for  the  arts, 
disagrees,  promising  a  new  series 
of  hour-long  arts  documentaries  in 
the  autumn,  along  with  various 
short  series  of  half-hour  pro¬ 
grammes.  And  Roly  Keating  is 
adamant  that,  as  far  as  the  BBC  is 
concerned,  the  opposite  is  the  case. 
“We  wifi  be  using  the  momentum  of 
Arena  to  strengthen  the  arts  service 
on  BBC!  and  BBCZ  We  might  also 
create  a  dynamic  with  a  channel 
like  this  that  suggests  new  waysof  i 
reaching  audiences,  which  will  feed 
back  into  the  mainstream  sendee. 
We  hope  that  a  virtuous  circle  will 
emerge."  Do  not  adjust  your  arm¬ 
chair. 


Rocking 

through 

space 

SPACE-AGE  themes,  inspired 
by  the  Hubble  telescope  and 
moon  landings,  plus  a  rock- 
influenced  funk  beat  and  some 
impressive  soloists,  make  the 
Annie  Whitehead  Experience 
one  of  the  most  individual  and 
cohesive  bands  currently  tour¬ 
ing  the  jazz  circuit.  Most  of  the 
band's  material  is  drawn  from 
its  recent  debut  album.  Na¬ 
ked,  and  the  strengths  of  that 
disc  are  even  more  apparent  in 
live  performance.  Anchoring 
everything  is  the  extrovert 


Annie  Whitehead 

Warwick  Arts  Centre 


drumming  of  Liam  Genockey, 
whose  solid,  incisive  beat  pro¬ 
vides  the  perfect  launch-pad 
for  guitarist  Ian  Maidman 
and  keyboard  player  Jasper 
vant  Hof- 

On  both  piano  and  synthe¬ 
sizer,  van*t  Hof  is  the  band's 
most  outstanding  soloist  His 
unaccompanied  piano  work 
had  echoes  of  Ligeti  and  Satie 
incorporated  into  the  post- 
Herbie  Hancock  vocabulary 
of  jazz  keyboard  playing,  but  it 
was  his  jovial  deconstruction 
of  a  steel  drum  solo  on  the 
band's  tribute  to  Dudu 
Pukwana  that  stole  the  show. 
Pukwana,  like  the  late  John 
Stevens,  was  a  formative  influ¬ 
ence  on  Whiteheads  own 
career,  and  her  composition. 
To  Dudu,  mixed  a  variety  of 
colonial  influences.  Not  all 
Whitehead's  pieces  were  in¬ 
spired  by  space  or  her  musical 
mentors  —  an  effective  slow 
vehicle  for  Dudley  Phillips's 
bass  came  from  her  musical 
portrait  of  “her  mum  and 
auntie".  Chalk  and  Cheese. 

Surprisingly.  Whitehead's 
own  soloing,  even  enhanced 
by  electronics,  was  conserva¬ 
tive.  but  this  was  outweighed 
by  the  strengths  of  her  reper¬ 
toire  and  the  ensemble.  This  is 
a  band  lull  of  promise. 

ALYN  Shipton 


R  □  EAV E  N 

Over  2  hoursof. poignantly  beautifuLfnusic  including  Allegris  Miserere. 
Faures  Pie  Jesu.  Bizets  Agnus  Dei  and  other  great  masterpjecel'T*-^ 


Bryn  Terfel  -  Placido  Domingo  -  Montserrat  Caballe  -  Kathleen  Battle 
Janet  Baker  -  The  Kina’s  Singers  -  Vienna  Boys  Choir 
Choir  of  Trinity  College  Cambridge  -  and  many  more 


Out  now  on  specially  priced  double  CD  and  double 
cassette  at  all  leading  record  stores. 
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THEATRE:  Shakespeare  shows  his  unacceptable  face;  plus  Peter  Gill’s  absorbing  new  play 


Nasty  business 


WHAT  an  odious  play  this  is. 
When  the  letter  comes  to 
Belmont  announcing  Anto¬ 
nio's  lost  argosies.  Bassanio 
declares;  “Here  are  a  few  of 
the  unpleassatest  words/  That 
ever  blotted  paper!"  This  also 
describes  thewretched  play  he 
is  in,  save  that  for  a  few  read 
many.  Bill  Alexander's  deri¬ 
sion  to  cut  tittle,  perhaps 
nothing,  from  the  text  ensures 
that  we  see  and  hear  how 
nasty  Shakespeare'S  charac¬ 
ters  are. 

We  are  obliged  to  watch  the 
play  patiemly  because  it  is 
Shakespeare,  this  somehow 
elevating  it  into  a  species  of 
holy  writ.  For  our  pains  we 
hear  Shylock’s  defence  of  his 
humanity  and  Portia's  speech 
on  mercy,  both  tremendous 
achievements  of  thought  and 
language,  and  in  this  produc¬ 
tion  spoken  with  passionate 
clarity  by  David  Schofield  and 
Cathy  Tyson-  A  couple  of  the 
other  characters  utter  some 
lines  of  charm  and  distinction, 
bur  the  rest  Is  Jew-hating.  Jew- 
baiting.  Jew-sphting  and  a 
moment  of  Moor-mocking  to 
add  variety. 

The  Venice  we  are  shown  in 
Ruari  Murchison's  design  is  a 
city  of  dark  courtyards  under 
a  leaden  sky.  Its  narrow  brick 
arches  are  already  crumbling 
at  the  edges,  die  water  in  the 
canal  is  blade  Bor  the  Bel¬ 
mont  scenes  a  panelled  wall 


The  Merchant  of 
Venice 

Birmingham  Rep 


swiftly  descends,  affording 
glimpses  of  the  open  sea 
beyond:  we  sense  a  corres¬ 
ponding  openness  of  heart 
among  those  who  dwell  there. 
But  even  here  Charles  Ed¬ 
wards’S  Bassanio  makes  a 
point  of  crossing  the  width  of 
the  stage  to  show  Jessica  the 
portion  of  his  letter  that  names 
her  father. 

The  costumes  (by  Fotirri 
Dimau.  sumptuous)  are  Early 
Victorian,  and  the  first  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Schofield,  con¬ 
tained  and  precise  in  his  sleek 
black  overcoat  is  arresting. 
Alexander’s  production  adds  a 
new  edge  to  the  racial  conflict 
by  casting  Don  Warrington 
(good  performance}  as  a  blade 
Antonio,  so  that  Shytock’s  “He 
hates  our  sacred  nation"  hints 
at  the  hatreds  between  blacks 
and  Jews  in  todays  Brooklyn. 

TVson,  who  of  course  is  also 
blade,  brings  a  sweet  exuber¬ 
ance  to  Portia,  and  a  hardy 
restrained  impatience  to  be  in 
Bassanio’s  arms.  But  whatev¬ 
er  Shakespeare's  personal 
views  may  have  been,  his  play 
is  exposed  as  noxious. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


Welshing  on 


OLD  Annie  looks  after  Char¬ 
lie  whose  son  is  unemployed 
Billy  who  is  unhappily  mar¬ 
ried  to  Shirley  who  is  despised 
by  everyone  bur  Michael  who 
is  brother  to  Marge  who  is 
mother  to  Tommy  who  is 
enjoying  a  gay  liaison  with 
Neii  whose  mother  is  Dolly 
whose  dose  friend  is  Vera  who 


Cardiff  East 
Cottesloe 


gossips  about  Stella  who  has 
been  abandoned  by  her  hus¬ 
band  Len  and  worries  about 
their  son  Darkie  who  is  hav¬ 
ing  an  affair  with  a  single 
mum  called  Carol.  Unsurpris¬ 
ingly,  I  spent  much  of  Peter 
GB1*  new  play  with  a  squint, 
since  my  left  eye  kept  having 
to  check  the  cast-list.  Surpris¬ 
ingly.  maybe,  my  right  eye 
and  the  grey  matter  behind 
were  kept  pretty  rapr 
throughout. 

Imagine  an  EastEndens, 
Cardiff-version,  that  has  been 
deprived  of  a  plot  and,  apart 
from  an  act  of  violence  at  the 
very  end,  of  much  in  the  way 
of  event  Or  a  set  of  Studs 
Terkel’s  interviews  being  shuf¬ 
fled,  thrown  into  the  air  and 
dropped  piecemeal  on  a  stage. 
Or  Under  Milk  Wood  trans- 


MARONNNGWILL 


Life  on  the  Camina  Real  is  frightening,  violent,  moving  and  mysterious... 


caawxMa 

Emily  Bruni  David  CriUngs  Darren  D’Sfva 
Pieter  Egan  Cofin  Hurtey  Lesfe  Phfflps 
Bridget  Turner  Jeffiy  Wickham  Susannah  York 

Directed  by  Steven  Phnlott 
Designed  by  Yofanda  Sonnabend 
Lighting  by  Peter  Mumfbnd 
Music  by  jason  Carr 

Previews  from  20  February, 
opens  on  27  February 

Swan  Theatre  Scratford-upan  Avon 
Bax  Office  01789  295623 

This  production  If  sponomd  by  aimed  Domecq 
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Susan  Brown  as  kindly 

as  the  former  priest.  Mi 

lated  into  more  realistic  dia¬ 
logue  and  transposed  to  a 
housing  estate  that,  as  the 
backcloth  indicates,  sprouts 
unappetisingly  from  whai  was 
once  scrub  and  marshland. 
You  still  haven’t  quite 
summed  up  Raer  Gill's  im¬ 
pressionistic  picture  of  work¬ 
ing-class  Cardiff  in  1997. 

There  has  always  been  a 
strong  puritan  strain  in  Gill's 
work,  whether  he  is  working 
as  dramatist  or  director.  Here 
he  is  both,  which  is  why  most 
of  the  cast  spend  most  of  the 
play  impassively  watching 
their  colleagues  doing  their 
stuff  rat  and  around  an  array 
of  stark  chairs  and  a  large 
double  bed.  It  is  also  why,  for 
all  its  energy  and  flashes  of 
humour,  die  play  earnestly 
warns  that  Wales  is  in  danger 
of  becoming  a  gaudy  theme- 
park  m  which  there  is  scant 
hope  for  families,  communi¬ 
ties  and  the  old  solidarity. 

.  Change  is  all  around,  little 
of  it  for  the  better.  Outside  the 
city,  dairy  farms  are  becoming 
golf  courses.  Inside,  fee  young 
are  surreptitiously  turning  to 
crack,  and  divorce,  once  re¬ 
garded  as  a  middle-das  in¬ 
dulgence.  is  getting  common. 
The  play’s  tone  is  apr  to 
become  nostalgic,  especially 
when  GwenlJian  Davies* 
good-natured  Annie  is  in  full 
flow;  but  the  serious  point  is 


and  Kenneth  Cranium 
in  Cardiff  East 

that  these  people  still  have 
some  sense  of  their  history. 

Most  of  them  can  also  rely 
on  each  other’s  support  when 
the  going  gets  tough.  Stress  is 
everywhere.  Melanie  Hill’s 
Shirley  talks  dementedly  of 
felting  apart,  so  angiy  is  she 
with  Mark  Lewis  Janes's  help- 
less,  drunken  Billy.  June  Wat¬ 
son’s  Stella,  who  has  lost  her 
other  son,  cannot  bear  to  Id 
Andrew  Howard’s  Darkie  out 
of  her  sight,  aind  he,  too,  is 
near  collapse.  All  four  actors 
superbly  convey  the  chaos  and 
despair  of  not  knowing  what 
they  feel  and  want. 

Biinhen  Gillscasf  is  consis¬ 
tently  excellent,  from  Susan 
Brown's  kindly  but  unimagi¬ 
native  Marge  through  Mat¬ 
thew  Rhys’s  anarchic  young 
Tommy  to  Kenneth  Cranham 
as  the  local  gum.  Michael.  His 
language  is  apt  to  get 
sermonising  as  he.  orches¬ 
trates  discussions  on  Welsh- 
ness  and  the  Church;  but  then 
he  is  an  anguished  ex-priest, 
so  maybe  the  didactic  tenor  is 
understandable.  In  any  case, 
as  those  who  saw  the  NTs  An 
inspector  Calls  will  know, 
Cranham  can  make  severity 
passionate  and  zeal  humane 
Much  the  same  can  be  said  for 
GDI's  play  as  a  whole. 

Vr  Benedict 
Nightingale 
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Ignore  all  the 
nasty  innuendo: 
we  are  back,  and 
we  are  models 
of  sobriety, 
say  Aerosmith 


POP2 


Chester  today, 
tomorrow  the 
world:  Mansun 
stake  their  daim 
with  Attack  of  the 
Grey  Lantern 


POP3 
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t  h  TO^  Pav^  Sinclair  meets  the  cleaned-up,  not  washed-up,  Aerosmith  old  boys 
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. .  but  on  Sisters 
of  Avalon 
Cyndi  Lauper  gives 
a  strangely 
subdued  account 
of  herself 


POP  4 


Far  from  being 
also-rans.  Blur 
have  managed  to 
define  the 
Zeitgeist  again, 
says  Caitlin  Moran 
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Wbat  is  the  most  dam¬ 
aging  allegation  that 
you  can  level  against  a 
group  which  has  come 
nrougn  Lt  years  of  rock’n’roU 
•  Wlt^1  its  hairlines  and 

vaisnmes  intact?  To  call  Aerosmith 
oyer  the  hill"  or  “out  of  touch" 

night  make  sense,  but  for  the  fact 

hat  Jheir  last  album.  Get  a  Grip , 
wld  13  million  copies  and  their  new 
me.  Nine  Lives,  is  as  focused  and 
-■nergetic  a  piece  of  work  as 
mythrng  you  will  hear  this  year. 
Vidif  you  labelled  them  a  bunch  of 
useudo-delinquem  throwbacks 
’  ‘  ,  1  ,  paint  their  toenails  crazy 
“  in-’olours  and  rock  out  with  all  die 
xwnio-book  fervour  of  a  gang  of  18- 
Tear-olds.  they  would  doubtless 
■ake  it  as  a  compliment 
Ironically,  the  slur  that  has  truly 
upset  Aerosmith  in  recent  months 
._s  the  public  accusation  by  their 
former  manager,  Tim  Collins,  that 
:hey  are  no  longer  sober.  These 
.  Jays,  the  assumption  that  all 
rock'n’roll  bands  are  consuming 
copious  quantities  of  drink  and 
drugs  goes  without  saying,  and 
indeed  it  was  Aerosmith  as  much 
.  as  anyone  who  helped  to  define  the 
cliche. 

But  the  band  from  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  which  turned  the  original 
path  to  excess  into  a  highway 
during  the  1970s  and  early  1980s 
made  a  collective  decision  ten  years 
jgo  to  stop.  “We  had  become 
professional  drug  addicts  instead  of 
professional  musicians."  ringer 
Steve  Tvler  says.  "So  we  all  decided 
to  put  die  drugs  aside  for  a  while, 
ana  it  stuck.” 

Their  rehabilitation  became  as 


much  a  part  of  rock  folklore  as  the 
tales  of  debauchery  that  preceded 
it.  until  last  summer,  when  they 
sacked  Collins,  their  manager  of  12 
years’  standing.  Within  days,  he 
told  a  newspaper  reporter  that 
"there’s  a  certain  element  in  the 
group  that  hasn’t  totally  chosen 
sobriety"  and  hinted  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Rolling  Stone  that  he 
knew  Tyler  was  “using  again". 

“He  said  that  I*m  bade  on 
heroin,"  Tyler  says,  his  voice  rising 

in  indignation.  _ • 

“Well,  the  good 
news  is  that  the 
band’s  still  together 
and  we’ve  got  a 
great  new  record,  so 
the  hell  with  him 
and  his  childish  re¬ 
venge  fantasies.  The 
bad  news  is  that  I 

Ksotne  letters  from 
s  and  parents 
saying:  ‘My  broth¬ 
er's  back  on  drugs 


6  We  had . 
become 
professional 
drug 
addicts  5 


again;  how  can  you  do  that  when 
you’re  a  poster  boy  for  recovery?* 
And  it  hurts  me.  It  really  does." 

Both  Tyler,  48,  and  guitarist  Joe 
Perry.  46,  flatly  deny  any  sugges¬ 
tion  that  they  have,  even  for  a 
moment,  fallen  off  the  wagon,  and 
both  men  do  indeed  look  enviably 
fit.  The  pair  are  sitting  six  feet  off 
the  ground  in  a  London  hotel  room 
that  has  been  surreal  ly  trans¬ 
formed  for  their  visit  into  some¬ 
thing  resembling  the  throne  room 
of  a  psychedelic  Moroccan  palace. 
Their  raised  sofa  is  overhung  with 
multicoloured  drapes  while  the 
floor  below  is  swathed  in  tangy 
splashes  of  orange  and  yellow. 


ler  and  Perry  are  not  the  first 
to  discover  that,  as  in 
most  other  walks  of  life,  fitness  is 
one  of  the  prerequisites  of  longevity 
in  rock’n’roll.  Nowadays  their  lei¬ 
sure  pursuits  include  scuba  diving, 
skiing  and  cross-country  cycling. 
Last  year  they  both  went  boar 
hunting:  “Yes,  we  shot  big.  living 
lumps  of  flerii  with  guns,"  Perry 
says,  perhaps  a  little  too  keen  to 
dispel  any  .notion  that  they  have 
turned  into  goody-goody  wimps. 
_ Bui  like  other  art¬ 
ists,  from  AC/DC  to 
David  Bowie,  who 
have  cleaned  up 
their  act  in  order  to 
keep  on  rocking, 
they  find  themselves 
in  die  awkward  pos¬ 
ition  of  being  veter- 
ans-in  what  is  still 
regarded  as  a  young 
person’s  job.  The 
group's  original  fans 
now  turn  up  to 


shows  with  their  kids  in  tow. 

“At  a  meet-and -greet  we  did  in 
Paris  there  was  a  bunch  of  ten  to 
fourteen-year-old  kids  bringing 
their  guitars  and  foot  pedals  to  get 
signed,  and  it  blew  my  mind," 
Perry  says.  “I’m  one  of  those  kids 
right  there.  That's  roe,  only  I've  just 
born  doing  it  a  lot  longer." 

Perry  has  four  children  of  his 
own,  Tyler  five  including  his  ac¬ 
tress  daughter  Liv,  who  in  recent 
months  has  bagged  more  headlines 
than  her  Dad.  “She’S  got  more  balls 
in  the  air  than  Aerosmith  has 
collectively."  says  the  ever-phflo- 
sophical  Tyier.  And.  lest  there  be 
any  suggestion  of  an  intra-family 


rivalry,  let  us  not  forget  that  it  was 
LiVs  high-spirited  rote  in 
Aerosmith ’s  Cryin'  —  voted  the 
No  1  All-Time  Favourite  Video  by 
viewers  of  MTV  in  1994  —  which 
played  a  significant  part  in  launch¬ 
ing  her  acting  career. 

Making  the  new  album  was  by 
all  accounts  a  traumatic  affair. 
Originally  recorded  in  Miami  with 
producer  Glen  Ballard  (who  co¬ 
wrote  and  produced  Jagged  Little 
Pill,  Alanis  Morissette’s  blockbust¬ 
er),  Nine  Lives  was  initially  sched¬ 
uled  for  release  last  September.  But 
the  first  recording  was  scrapped 
altogether.  “The  record  didn’t 
sound  like  Aerosmith,"  the  band's 
longtime  adviser  and  record  label 
executive,  John  Kalodner,  told  Bill¬ 
board  magazine.  “It  just  happens 
sometimes  that  it  doesn’t  work 
out." 

The  album  was  subsequently  re¬ 
recorded  in  New  York  with  produc¬ 
er  Kevin  Shirley,  but  still  features 
three  of  the  songs  cowritten  by 
Ballanf,  including  the  first  single,  a 
big.  brass-driven  belter  called  Fall¬ 
ing  in  Love  (is  Hard  on  the  Knees). 

But  for  connoisseurs  of  tradition¬ 
al,  higlHiaUing  American  rock,  the 
wait  will  have  been  worth  it.  Laced 
with  Tyler's  salacious  double 
entendres  and  improbably  manic 
wit,  Nine  Lives  is  a  familiar 
mixture  of  high-voltage  rockers 
and  epic,  ljghters-aloft  ballads  that 
is  nothing  Lf  not  classic  Aerosmith. 
As  Perry  puts  it  “It's  the  kind  of 
record  I’d  want  to  hear." 


•  The  single.  Falling  in  Love  (is  Hard  on 
die  Knees),  is  released  by  Columbia  on 
February  24.  The  album.  Nine  Lives,  is 
released  on  March  10 


“I’m  one  of  the  kids,  only  I’ve  been  doing  it  a  lot  longer,”  says  Joe  Perry  (right,  with  Steve  Tyler) 
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MANSUN 

\ttack  of  the  Grey  Lantern 
Parlophorre  7243  855791 
£14.49) 

XD  by  the  singer,  songwrit¬ 
er.  guitarist  and  tortured  ge- 
lius  figure  Paul  Dra| 
vlansun  are  not  the 


Mansun  cast  a 
brilliant  shade 
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ing  on 


3ritish  band  to  boast  of  their 
mention,  to  be  "bigger  than 
IE.M."  or  whoever.  Talk  is 
heap  but,  unlike  other  young 
iretenders,  the  four-piece 
ram  Chester  can  point  to  five 
tit  singles  since  signing  their 
recording  contract  a  year  ago. 

And  if  that  seems  like  quick 
vork.  their  album  is  even 
nore  breathtaking.  In  terms 
if  its  ambitious  musical  soope 
tnd  the  sheer  audacity  of  its 
wrsiruction,  Attack  of  the 
j rev  Lantern  sounds  more 
ike"  the  magnum  opus  of  a 
irmly  established  act  than  an 
ipstan  debut 

Beginning  and  ending  with 
irief  orchestral  arrange- 
.jents,  die  album  consists  of  11 
[racks  seamlessly  run  together 
lo  give  the  suggestion  of  a 


vaguely  sym¬ 
phonic  structure. 

Contained  with¬ 
in  this  elegantly 
rounded  whole  is  a  riot  of 


always  sounds 
intefligeniiy.  ..en¬ 
gaged  and  pas¬ 
sionately  in- 


coiour  and  variety,  from  the 
lilting  harmonies  and  know¬ 
ing  title  of  Mansun's  Only 
Love  Song  to  the  glam-grunge 
crossover  riffs  and  impossibly 
catchy'  choruses  of  Egg 
Shaped  Fred  and  the  current 
hit  She  Makes  my  Nose  Bleed. 

Draper’s  lyrics  range  bom 
the  flagrantly  provocative  — 
as  on  Stripper  Vicar,  their 
merry  tune  about  the  cross¬ 
dressing  habits  of  certain  men 
of  the  doth  —  to  the  pointedly 
meaningless,  notably  the  gor¬ 
geously  windswept  chorus  of 
Wide  Open  Space.  But  he 


volved  with  his  subjects  in  a 
way  that  often  recalls  the 
educated  singing  style  of 
Thom  Yorke  of  Radiohead. 
Mansun  show  every  sign  of 
becoming  an  act  of  similar 
magnitude. 


Drawn  to  the  Deep  End 
begins  with  the  ambitious 
New  Amusements,  a  seven- 
minute  song  which  bounces 
through  several  needlessly 
awkward  tempo  changes 
without  ever  quite  fulfilling  its 
grandiose  intent  “You  are 
here  to  serve  roe/Shut  up  sit 
down,”  Rossiter  sings  by  way 
of  a  preamble  to  his  .  latest 
batch  of  carefully  observed 
Moirisseyisms. 

After  that  it  is  business  as 
usual  with  a  succession  of 
perfectly  pleasant  songs  that 
the  Smiths  never  wrote,  shack¬ 
led  to  a  rhythm  section  as  stiff 
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(4)  White  on  Blonde -  TBxasJMercu 

M  Solce  . - _ _ Spies  Girfe  (Virgin  i 
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GENE 

Drawn  To  The  Deep  End 
(Polydor  537 104  £1149) 
WHAT  bad  luck  for  Gene  to 
have  their  respectable  third 
album  released  on  the  same 
day  as  Mansun's  outstanding 
debut.  It  was  Gene's  singer 
Martin  Rossiter  who  once 
complained  about  the 
“shockingly  low  standards  in 
pop  music  today".  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  Rossftefs  high  hopes 
for  his  own  group  did  not 
become  a  reality,  and  Gene 
have  since  joined  the  dub  of 
superstars  that  never  were. 


Kings,  it  is  a  creditable  effort 
that  lades,  for  the  most  part,  a 
broader  sense  of  purpose. 


BhjtTis  the  Colour _ _ _ Beautiful  South  (Go! 

Bw  me  ur  . Placebo  (Elevator  Music) 


7  H31  Placebo . . . — . . 
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2  (9)  . No  Doubt  (Interseopej 
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CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
bom  the  Tunes  Music 
Shop  on  03454)23  498 
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CYNDI  LAUPER 
Sisters  of  Avalon 
(Epic  485370  £13.99) 
ALTHOUGH  a  trouper  on 
stage  and  still  one  of  pop’s 
brightest  treasures,  Cyndi 
Lauper  has  yet  to  find  a 
modern  musical  direction  that 
balances  her  naturally  effer¬ 
vescent  diarm  with  her  status 
as  a  mature  recording  artist. 

Aided  by  her  new  musical 
soulmate.  Jan  Pulsford,  who 
has  co-written  and  co-pro¬ 
duced  most  of  Outers  of  Ava¬ 
lon,  Lauper  applies  a 
contemporary  sheen  to  songs 
such  as  Say  a  Prayer,  with  its 
slightly  jazzy  leanings,  and 
Love  to  Hate,  a  mild  rant 
during  which  she  complains 
about  “fashion  fascists  out  in 
droves". 

But  there  is  a  subdued 
feeling  to  the  album  as  a 
whole.  It  is  beautifully  done, 
but  it  would  be  nice  to  think 
she  has  not  had  all  the  old 
ebullience  knocked  out  of  her. 


The  future  is  Blurred 


Imagine  how  hard  it  is  to 
get  famous  in  the  first 
place.  There  are  so  many 
songs  that  are  famous,  count¬ 
less  faces  you’d  recognise,  but 
how  do  you  achieve  a  level  of 
fame  where  people  know  what 
you  stand  for?  Gina  G’s  fam¬ 
ous,  but  no  one  knows  any¬ 
thing  about  her.  The  Spice 
Girls’ stance  has  been  taken  as 
a  new  movement  —  Girl 
Power  —  but  what’s  that  all 
about?  Doing  kung-fu  kicks 
and  wearing  short  skirts  is 
hardly  a  manifesto  for  life. 

So  let’s  look  at  Blur's  re- 
invention  on  their  new  album, 
such  a  divergence  from  their 
previous  work  that  it  smacks 
of  trying  to  become  famous  all 
over  again.  Of  course,  rebirth 
comes  naturally  to  Blun  writ¬ 
ten  off  as  chancers  too  poppy 
for  their  own  good,  they  had  to 
start  again  bom  scratch  on 
their  second  album.  Modem 
Life  is  Rubbish.  When  you 
look  again  at  Star-Shaped, 
their  tour  video  bom  that 
time,  it  shows  a  band  trying  to 
define  itself  by  rejecting  every¬ 
thing  that  was  "in"  at  the  time 
—  grunge,  glamrock,  baggy 
and  dance.  Sound  familiar? 

At  the  very  end  of  Star- 
Shaped,  Blur  tacked  on  all 
their  videos  from  There's  No 
Other  Way  to  Sunday  Sun¬ 
day.  As  two  years’  worth  of 


Once  again,  Damon  Albam  has 
shown  Oasis  and  the  rest  the  way 


singles  flash  by,  what  amazes 
is  how  utterly  Bhir  brought 
about  all  the  iconography  of 
Britpop  —  red  buses,  cups  of 
tea.  worn  suits,  Fred  Perry 
shins,  slightly  straggly  Mod 
haircuts,  a  belief  that  Britain 
was  worth  sticking  up  for,  and 
pop  songs  that  reclaimed  the 
Kinks,  the  Beatles, 

XTC,  Madness  and 
the  Pistols  at  a  time 
when  these  song¬ 
writers  were  all  but 
forgotten. 

Having  succeed¬ 
ed  so  entirely  with 
tiiis  tiiat.  in  1997, 
you  can’t  listen  to 
the  Top  40  without 
hearing  the  Beaties, 

Kinks  and  Mad¬ 
ness  influences. 

Blur  are,  yet  again, 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 


deliberate  attempt  to  shed 
teenage  fans  and  disengage 
from  the  Blur/Oasis  wars.  But 
there  are  several  important 
points  to  be  made: 

•  You  can  grow  too  famous. 
This  is  something  Damon 
Albam  seems  to  have  realised, 
possibly  around  the  time  that 
paparazzi  holiday 
pictures  of  his 
girlfriend’s  breasts 
were  splashed  all 
over  the  tabloids.  If 
you  make  tabloid- 
friendly  music,  then 
the  tabloids  will 
claim  your  life  for 
their  own.  Albam 
appears  to  want  his 
face  and  name 
bade. 

•  Blur  could  have 
released  a  “best  oP* 


in  the  position  where  they 
have  to  seek  our  new  tilings  to 
reclaim  and  rejoice  in.  This 
time  it’s  the  as -yet  unplun¬ 
dered  Bowie  albums,  the  Spe¬ 
cials.  Colourbox,  Krautrock 
and  America’s  more 
introspective  heroes,  such  as 
Rivement. 

It  has  been  argued  that  Blur 
is  too  wilful,  that  it  is  a 


album  and  retired  after  The 
Gnat  Escape.  They  could 
have  disappeared  for  three 
years  and  lost  all  momentum. 
Instead,  they  derided  to  do 
something  completely  new, 
barely  a  year  after  their  last 
album. 

•  Blur  are  at  their  best  when 
they  work  at  counterpoint  to 
everything  that’s  happening  in 


the  mainstream.  This  is  why 
The  Great  Escape  was  a  fairly 
disappointing  album  —  what 
Blur  did  was  bring  done  by 
everyone  else,  from  Oasis  to 
Menswear.  Blur  is  a  splendid 
and  thrilling  album  because  it 
throws  everything  else  around 
it  into  sharp  relief.  The  bright 
On  your  Own;  the  bleak 
Strange  News  from  Another 
Star  and  dub  Death  of  a  Party 
have  raised  the  stakes;  the 
pressure  will  now  be  on  Oasis, 
and  their  other  rivals,  to 
match  Blur’s  inventiveness. 

Blur’s  raison  d'etre  is  to 
inftise  British  music  wirh  rest¬ 
lessness.  Just  as  we  were 
getting  comfy  with  the  fact 
that  London  is  swinging 
again.  Blur  have  knocked  all 
complacency  out  of  the  water. 
Bands  sound  their  best  on  the 
run  —  and  Biur  sound  like 
they  Ye  lapped  everyone  else, 
and  moved  the  finishing  post 
back  another  600  yards,  just  to 
make  things  more  interesting. 

Despite  its  immediate  entry 
at  Nol.  1  shouldn’t  imagine 
Blur  will  be  a  massive  hit  But 
by  the  time  Albam  pens  the 
follow-up,  everyone  will  be 
wearing  baggy  skater-trou¬ 
sers,  experimenting  with  dub 
and  feedback,  and  hanging 
out  with  Pavement  Blur  have 
defined  the  Zeitgeist  again. 
Just  you  watch. 


NUYOR1CAN  SOUL 
Nuyorican  Soul 
fTalkrn’  Loud/Mercury 
534  451  £18.49) 

DEFYING  categorisation, 
Nuyorican  Soul  is  a  delight¬ 
fully  unpredictable  combina¬ 
tion  of  Latin,  salsa,  disco  and 
jazz,  all  brought  together  by 
the  remix  duo  of  “little"  Louie 
Vega  and  Kenny  “Dope" 
Gonzalez. 

Embracing  with  equal  en¬ 
thusiasm  the  suave  club 
sounds  of  New  York  and  the 
pulsating  fiesta  rhythms  of 
Puerto  Rica  (hence  “ Nuyor¬ 
ican"),  Vega  and  Gonzalez 
have  recruited  a  stellar  cast  of 
guest  musicians,  including 
Roy  Ayers,  Tito  Puente. 
Jocelyn  Brown.  George  Ben¬ 
son,  Hi!  ton  Ruiz,  Jazzy  Jeff 
and  Vincent  Montana.  The 
sounds  are  not  so  much  blend¬ 
ed  as  rotated:  relaxed,  conven¬ 
tional  jazz  swing  erne  minute 
(on  Gorta  New  Life),  fierce 
Latin  percussion  fireworks  the 
next  (on  .  Habriendo  El 
Dominante),  with  turntable 
cumscratch  (on  Jazzy  Jeffs 
Theme)  after  that. 

While  applauding  the  re¬ 
markable  range  of  sounds  and 
styles,  one  wonders  if  listeners 
trill  be  as  open-minded  as  the 
makers.  Marketing  it  will 
surely  be  a  nightmare. 


David  Sinclair 


“ONE  OF  THE  BEST  FILMS  FVE  SEEN  THIS  YEAR, 

A  complex  and  dazzling  trans-Atlantic  tale  in  which  Jeanne  Moreau 
firmly  establishes  herself  as  cinema’s  Grande  Dame?* 

_  -PAUL  THEROUX 


“A  wonderful  film 
which  delicately 
explores  the  pain  of 
‘belonging*  and  the 
tyranny  of  memory” 
-  CARYL  PHBLUPS 


“A  marvellous 
celebration  of 
friendship,  the 
generosity  of  the 
human  heart,  and 
time’s  capacity  to 
heal  the  deepest 
wounds” 

-  KAZUO  ISfflGURO 


“A  charming, 
sensitive  and 
highly  intelligent 
film  in  which 
cultural  loss  and 
private  failure, 
public  terrors  and 
personal  sorrows, 
are  effortlessly 
combined.” 

-  PETER  ACKROYD 


larger  than  life, 

1  most  touching  and 
most  ingenious.” 
-JOYCE  CAROL  OATES 
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THE 


TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14 1997 


CHOICE  1 


Graham  Vick’s 
stylish  take  on 
Mozart;  Figaro's 
Wedding ,  returns 


VENUE:  Revived  from 
tonight,  London  Coliseum 


CHOICE  2 


Peter  Donohoe 
plays  Beethoven 
with  the  National 
Orchestra  of  Wales 


VENUE:  Tonight  at  the 
New  Theatre,  Cardiff 


ARTS 


DANCE 


An  enigmatic 
new  work  by 
Kim  Brandstrup 
is  performed 
in  Oxford  by 
Rambert  Dance 


MUSIC 


The  rise  of  the 
interesting 
Belgian:  Philippe 
Herreweghe  shows 
London  his  eclectic 
conducting  talent 


LONDON 


BRAHMS  ATTHE  BAHBfCAH:  Sr 
Colin  Davta  <zrt  ihn  London  Symphony 
Orchestra  continue  la  c&ebrale  ITts 
ar^irrK  Onterury  an  Sunday  at 
7  30pm  The  CTOfpamre  bagns  with 
Brahms':;  Sr  Anthony  IfaftaMns.  v*Me 
EUzobem  Fun  J  pirv;  the  LSO  lor  The 
moving  soprano  ana  in  t he  Goman 
Requiem.  With  Peter  Malta,  baritone, 
ana  the  loncton  Symphony  Chorus 
Barbican  S*  Street.  ECS  10171  -636 
8391)  Sunday.  7  30pm 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  daily  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  Gillian  Many 


Includes  a  number  at  Valnrtina  cards 
sent  by  SheU  to  fe  lady  imnter 
cunoroers.  between  1938  and  (971. 
Royal  Museum.  Chambers  area 
(0131-225  75341  Man.  WeOSaL  Iterfr 
5pm.  Tiles.  iQanvSpm,  Sun,  noon- 
5pm.  Untl  Aprd  13. 


FIGARO'S  WHKJtNG  English 
National  Opera  presents  a  reuwal  pi 
Graham  Vich'o  yyfch  production  of 
Mozart's  Marriage  ot  Rgsro  Jonathan 
Summers,  and  Ruer  Srepp  (from  March 
15)  smg  iha  rate  ot  The  eponymous 
bridegroom,  wan  BeCeoca  Care  as 
Susanna  Count  AkiWviva  is  Sung  by 
Robert  Pouhon  and  Onsrapher  Booth- 
Jones,  and  Jancc  Watson  mates  ha 
late  det\jT  as  the  Cognicss  With  tierys 
Jones  as  Cnemtww,  John  Cornel  as  Dr 
Bartow  arK)  John  Greharn-Hal  as 
BasAo  Conducted  by  Nctalas  Koh  am 
AJ&  Ingram  (from  March  15} 

CofeMum.  SMamr'sLann  WC2 
(0171-6CBB300)  Tmvflht.  7pm  Then  on 
February  17. 2D.  28.  March  4. 6. 11. 13. 
15. 18  and  20 


happy  entSng.Nea  Marais  cfcects. 
Jerniyn  Street.  16b  Jsrmyn  Street, 
SWl  (0171-287  2875).  Opens  tom^a. 
8pm.  Then  Mon-Sal.  8pm;  mats  Thors 
Sid  Sat.  4pm.  UnS  Marat)  J5 


LUV-  Revival  ot  Murray  SchegaTs  kmg- 
riBVBng  196Ds  romantic  comedy;  love 
troubles.  Me-s-awM  troubles  Put  a 


ELSEWHERE 

CARDIFF  The  penal  Peter  Doroboe 
pra  iha  BBC  National  Qrch—traot 
Wales  lor  Beethovai's  masterly  Piano 
Corwarto  No  4.  wtteh  e  preceded  by 
Debussy's  sensual  Pi&ucig  a  rap (6s- 
rnKStfuntauna  Music  inspired  by  bids 
tallows,  indudtng  Messiaen's  defecate 
CAsedux  oxchguas  and  Strantsky’s 
coiouriii  btefet  score.  RrebfedSUte 
Haw.  Park  Place  (0)222  878444}. 
Tonrgtfl,  7.30pm 
EDINBURGH:  An  eCAAon  al 
Valentine  Cards  1830-1860  bom  the 
SM  An  CofecOan  goes  on  show 
today  Romance.  senBnwnt  and  same 
can  al  be  found  n  the  200  axamptee 
acquired  PyShoUm  the  19fi0s  from  the 
cofectior,  betangng  to  Mcs  late 
Sarnmis.  founders!  the  Valenti™  Shop 
m  the  Srand.  London.  Tho  eedhtation 


NORWICH'  Phyftda  Lloyd  Oireas 
Opera  North  tn  fltatm  Joa&ma 
Barstow  sings  the  iota  at  Bizabethl. 

struggling  to  reconcile  her  privtea  and 
pubBc  fives,  m  Benjamin  Bnttert's 
absorbing  evocabon  ot  the  Bzetoethan 
rw.i  TTrecasrrdudesCfwBajrfeyas 
Sir  Walter  Retail.  Thomas  Randle  as 
an  Ewl  ot  Esawc  and  Ruth  Peel  as  Iha 
Countess  ot  Essoc.  Sung  m  Engfish 
Theatre  Royal.  Theatre  Sheet  (01603 
630000)  Tomorrow.  730pm. 


LONDON  GALLERIES 


Brtttsh  Museum:  Heirs  ot  Rome;  the 
Shaping  dl  Britain  AD40D-90D  (01 71 -G3B 
1555} .  Gaawwcfc*'  trtatelor  (0171- 
735  3445)  .  Gbedie-lnsdtut  RaoU 

Hausmanrr  Prwtogn=4Jh>eV'fcKte  1827- 
195710171-41134001  .Hayward: 
Howard  HodgWn:  Partings  (0171-928 
3144)  . .  Ueacm:  John  McCracken 
(01 71 -724  2733). .  The  October 
Eksabeih  Lakwschefc  Hew  Works 
(0171-242  7367) . . .  Royal  Academy: 
aaquo-  The  Lets  Works  (OT  71-439 
7438)  .  SaatcH  Puna  Raa.  Gary 

Hume  (0171-624  8299).  Whtte- 
chapeT.  Tony  Cragg  {01 71  ^522  7888) 


□  AMERICAN  BUFFALO  Douglas 
HerehaH  Net  5Juke  and  Nicholas 
Woodesan  play  She  three  smafl-timo 
crooks  rn  David  Mama's  gripping 
drama  dialogue  Lindsay  Posner 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


comedy  Translation  by  Rar^i  Bod. 
PtccarOy.  Denman  Street.  Wl  (01 71- 
369  1734)  MorvSaLapm:  mats  Wed. 
3pm.  and  Sat,  5pm. 


of  theatre 


tn  London 


Young  Vic.  66  Tho  Cut,  SEl  10171-620 
0568)  Now  previewing  7  30pm.  Opens 
Feb  18.  7  30pm  Then  Man-Sal. 

7  30pm  mats  Vtted  (March  12. 19)  and 
Sat  (March  15.  22. 29  April  5).23Cpm 
UnU  AprQ5 


■  House  tul,  returns  only 
B  Soma  Mata  available 
□  Seals  at  atfpricm 


■  A  STREETCAR  NAMED  DESJI& 
Jessica  Lange.  Toby  Stephens,  bnogan 
Slubbs  n  adrtrt  production  by  Pater 
Hat.  Try  to  forger  Breton. 

Theatre  RoyN.Haymartet.SW1 
(0171-9300800)  Mart-SaL  7.45pnt 
mala  Thus  and  Sat.  3prn 


□  BACKPAY:  Hands  try  to  teach 
aa  oss  flie  South  Ah  can  tSadKMtdB 
dw da  Tamantha  Harrmerschlag's  ftsr 
ptay  ottefs.  more  in  promse  than  present 
achFvement 

Royal  Court  ^ Theatre  UpaWra 

r.Crrde).  Ambassadors.  West  Streo. 
V/CS (0171-5&5000j.  Mon-Sat,  7pm 
mat  Sal  (Feb  22).  4pm.  Untl  March  1 


9307)  Tvw"S»tgtasMgh i" 
perfomances  nxtlghi.  7pm  and  Opm. 
Rnal  shoes  tomorrow.  3pm  and  8pm. 


■  THE  CRIPPLE  OF  MISHMAAN 

Set  on  a  remote  Irish  isle,  with  excefent 
pLayng  /RuaWhn  Conroy  as  die  young 
cripple)  Maitvi  McOonagh's  second 
play  has  its  (ante  but  is  fevOy  and 
Steeply  came 

National  |Cortesfc»).  South  Bank,  SEl 
(0171-93822521.  Toreght  and  tomorrow, 
7  30pm  mat  Sal  2.30pm.  In  rep  B 


B  IVANOV-  Ralph  Femes  heads  a 
splendid  cast  that  indudes  Harriet 
Water,  BiH  Paterson,  Otrver  Ford 
Dames,  c  Jonathan  Kent's  production  at 
Chakhov's  firef  produced  play  New 
version  by  David  Hare 
Almeida.  Almreda  S»e«.  N1 10 1 71 -359 
4404).  Now  previewing.  7  30pm  Opens 
Feb  19. 7pm  Then  May  Sal.  730pm; 
mats  SaL  3pm.  UnU  April  5. 


B  WHO’S  AFRAID  OF  VIRGINIA 
WOOLF?-  Diana  Rigg  and  David  Suchet 
in  Howard  Daviea's  pwvortii  Akneida 
production  at  Albee's  searmg  play. 
AMuvydi,  Aldwych.  WC2  (0171-416 
6003)  Mon-Sat,  7. 15pnr,  mar  &u, 
2.15pm  UnU  March  22. 


LONG  RUNNERS 


■  FASCINATING  AIDA  Together 
agon,  tha  three  bright  girts  dart  their 
bead/ eyes  *td  panted  tongues  af  tfla 
big,  mda.  ndciious  world 
VaudwOa.  Strand.  WC2  (01 71-836 


B  PLUNDSL'  Gnh  Rhy?  Jones  and 
Kevc  MtJJoly  in  many,  though  tembty 
snobbish.  Ben  Travers  [area 
Smoy.  Strand.  IiVC2  (0171-836  8888). 
Mon-Sat,  7^0pm,  maisThurs  and  Sat. 
230pm. 


□  THE  SCHOOL  FOR  WIVES:  Peter 
Bowies  as  [he  teacher,  wtth  Ertc  Sytes 
and  Caimen  S4vera  as  the  servants,  m 
Peter  HaTsdirectian  ot  OieMofcPre 


■  Blood  Brothan.  Phoantr  (01 7 1  -369 
1733)  .. BBy JMMKLyric(0171-494 
5045)  .  ■  Cate  New  London  (0171 
4050072)  . .  H  Tire  Complete  Works 
of  WDBam  ShakMpearw  (Abrtdgod)- 
Crtenon  (0171-3651737)  .  O  Don't 
Dmm  tar  Dtamr  Duchess  (01 7 1  -484 
5070)  . . .  ■  Grenac  Cambridge  (0171- 
4945080)  . .  □  Marital  Guam: 

Pnnce  Edward  (01 71  -447  3400)  .. 

■  Los  lOsmiublw.  Palace  (0171-434 

09091  .  ■  Sunart  Boulwid 

fitj&ptt  (01 71  -344  0DS5) 

Ticket  information  suppfeed  by  Sooely 
d  London  Theatre. 


NEW  RELEASES 


CONSPIRATORS  OF  PLEASURE 
Eye-caichmg  excursion  into  people  s 
pnvafe  obsrasMns  from  Czech 
surealist  Jan  Svartrmajet 
Everyman  /0I71-435  J 525)  IGA 
Ctawnw  10171 -930  3647) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown'ianeMmenld 
films  In  London  and  (whore 
Indicated  with  Bw  oymbol  ♦) 
on  rsieosa  across  the  country 


ABCs:  Bakar  Street  (0171-9359772) 
ToNonham  Court  Road  (01 71 -636 
6148]  Ctepham  Ptdure  House  (0171- 
438  3323)  RBzy  (0171-737  2121) 
Screen  on  the  Gnrem  (01 71-226  3520) 
Virgins:  FuOnm  Road  (0171-370  2636) 
Haymtot  (0171-839 1SS7) 


♦  FIERCE  CREATURES  (PG)  Broad 
comedy  m  an  English  ztw.  tram  John 
Oeeae  and  A  Fish  Cased  Wanda  team 
With  feiswr  K)  me.  Jama  lee  Cwos 
Dvosto*.  Robert  Young. 

ABC  Bakwr  Street  (Ot  71-935  9772) 
Empire  (0990-888  9901  Odson  Swiss 
Cottage  (0181-315  422C5  ID1 *1- 

7373121)  UC1  Whfitoleys  B  (0990 
888390)  Wglns:  FuDiam  Hoad  (0171- 
370  2636)  Tracadoto  @  (01 71-434 
0031; 


CURRENT 


HAMLET  IPG)  Lavish.  KeraHrended 
SfaHospeare.  Uaged  wth  some 
OJ-hJchobv  tometh  Brertagh.  With 
Deren  Jacobi  Kate  Winsiot  and 
swwsmq  laces  r  mmor  parts 
Canon  Mayfair  KJ171  -369  1720) 


Attenborough,  based  an  Erne* 
Harrengway  s  wartime  ffing  with  a  Red 
Cross  ruse.  With  Sanrfra  BuBoch  and 
Chris  O'Donnefl. 

OdaonK  Kensington  (0181-315  4214) 
Marbfo  Audi  (0181-315  4216)  Swfas 
Cottage  (0181-3154220)  UC1 
IMUMeya  (0990888  99C0  VMylnK 
CtMlsaa  (01 71  -352  5096)  Haytnartal 
(017 1 -839 1 527)  Warner  West  End 
(0171-4374343) 


♦  FLYAWAY  HOME  <Uf  Endowing 
tale  oT  orphaned  Canada  geese.  w4h 
Anna  Paquin  and  Jett  Dands. 

Ctapbam  Picture  House  (01 71  -498 
3323)  Odeone:  MwWo  Arch  (QiBi-315 
« 16)  Sntee  Cottage  (0181 81 S  4220) 
RUzy  (0171-737  2121)  1X3  WWtateys 
(B  (0990  888990)  Vbghw  Chebma 
(0171 -352  5096)  7VocaderoQ(pi71 - 
434  0031)  Werner  (0171 -4J7  43431 


♦  HARRIET  THE  SPY  IPGl. 
Ficcocouagiflspeson  Inervfc,  and 
etterj  Unanradivc  tamily  Nm.  wth 
R»a  0  Lbnneii  ml  Mehelle  Trachten¬ 
berg  DiKCor.  Bronwen  Hughes. 

OCT  WHMfcy  (B  (0990 BBB990) 
VbWnTrocaderoG  (0171434  0031) 


♦  SHE'S  TW  ONE  (15):  AmaMe 
tamny  comedy  hom  Edwara  Bums. 
cUredor  d  Tho  Brothers  MCMuten  With 
Cameron  Dwe  and  John  Mahoney 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171  ■ 
636  6ia 8)  Odeone:  Kamlngeein  (0!B>- 
315  4214)  Swiss  Cottage  (0181-315 
4220)  Wert  End  (0181-315  4221)  Rttey 

(01 71-737  2121)  UCtWWtelaysS 

(0990888990) 


♦  IN  LOVE  AND  WAR  (15)  Thin 
ryranc  drama  from  Richard 


TREES  LOUNGE  (15)  Sevc 
Buscem's  vibrant  ana  amusing  portrait 
of  boring  Hves  n  a  Long  island  town. 
With  Anttiony  la  Pagiia.  CNoe  Sewgny 


♦  RANSOM  (IS)  Jntemvaenlty 
Asotbmg  Ktfnap  drama,  with  Mel 
Gibson,  Rene  Russo  and  Gay  Since. 
Director.  Ron  Howard 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
636  BUB)  Ctaptnm  Picture  House 
(0171488  3323)  NoWng  H81  Coronal 
IS  (0171-727  6705)  Odecma: 
Kensington  (0181-3154214) 
Lateeeter  Square  (01 81 -31 5  421 5) 
MarttaArefi  |0I81  3154216)  Swiss 
Cottage  10181-315  4320) 
Scresn/Bakar  Street  (0171-9352772) 
UQ  WMMm  (0990  888990)  WgtaK 
Chetesa  (0171  -352  509Q  FuBmn 
Road  (0171-370  2636)  Waterman* 
(0181-5681176) 


Obscure 


object 
of  desire 


The  sense  of  elusive¬ 
ness  and  temporality 
that  Kim  Brandstrup 
brings  to  his  work  for 
Arc  Dance  Company  is  also 
present  in  Eidolon ,  his  com¬ 
missioned  creation  for  Ram¬ 
bert.  The  ballet  feels  like  a 
Bergman  film,  in  which  interi¬ 
or  landscapes  are  the  setting 
for  familiar  scenarios  which 
unfold  with  tire  imperma¬ 
nence  and  strangely  connected 
logic  of  dreams. 

A  man  asleep 
on  a  bed  is  visit¬ 
ed  by  the  appari¬ 
tion  (the  eidolon 
of  the  tide)  of  a 
Woman  in  Red. 

Like  the  hero  of 
La  Sylphide,  T 
is  obsessed  with 


DAftCE 


Rambert  Dance 
Company 
Apollo,  Oxford 


red  of  Sarah  Warsop'S  dress  is 
subdued  as  an  amorphous 
gloom  is  erected  around  I  and 
the  inhabitants  of  his  dream. 

The  Woman  in  Red,  as  prim 
and  proper  as  a  Victorian 
governess,  is  Qlusoiy  but  con¬ 
tradictory,  whisking  her  long 
skirt  out  of  15  desperate  grasp 
and  then  beckoning  to  him. 
Jan  de  Schynkei’s  dogged  pur¬ 
suit  never  flags,  yet  —  in  a 
triumph  of  perversity  over 
desire  —  when 
Warsop  does  be¬ 
come  real  he  no 
longer  wants 
her. 

Like  all  Brand- 
strup’s  work.  Ei¬ 
dolon  has  heaps 
or  atmosphere. 
Like  most  of  his 


Didy  Vddman  and  Paul  Liburd  in  Stream,  Christopher  Brace’s  new  work  for  Rambert 


capturing  this  ephemeral  em¬ 
bodiment  of  female  desirabil¬ 
ity.  Shadows  and  Creatures 
hover  over  I’s  bed  and  taunt 
him;  a  woman  of  flesh  and 
blood  (the  Girl  in  Grey)  is  cast 
aside  in  favour  of  her  phantom 
rival. 

The  action  takes  place  be¬ 
hind  a  scrim,  muffling  the 
dance  and  distancing  the  audi¬ 
ence  from  its  impact  Even  the 


ballets,  it  has  a  disorientating 
score,  a  collaborative  effort 
from  the  Danish  composer 
Kim  Heiweg  (played  live  by 
the  fine  London  Musid).  And 
although  the  puritanism  of 
Brandstrup'S  work  can  be 
draining.  Eidolon  does  show 
him  working  harder  to  give 
his  dancers  a  more  physical 
thrust  to  their  emotional  com¬ 
mentary. 


Rambert's  dancers  are  ideal 
raw  material  for  any  choreog¬ 
rapher.  Superbly  .  trained, 
physically  strong  and  emo¬ 
tionally  sharp,  they  can  dojust 
about  anything.  In  Stream, 
Christopher  Bruce'S  new  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Rambert  repertoire, 
they  throw  themselves  into  a 
full-bodied  study  in  abstrac¬ 
tion.  The  music  is  by  Philip 
Cham  bon.  who  provided  the 
score  for  Bruce's  phenomenal¬ 
ly  successful  Swansong,  which 
is  currently  being  revived  for 


the  Rambert  spring  tour. 
Chambon’s  electronic  hand 
daps,  tidal  waves  and  rolls  of 
thunder  suggest  iitde  more 
than  rhythmic  variety. 

Rambert’s  artistic  director  is 
an  adept  and  versatile  chore¬ 
ographer,  and  particularly  as¬ 
tute  at  stylish  packaging  (you 
need  look  no  further  than 
Rooster ,  his  Rolling  Stones 
ballet  which  doses  the  eve¬ 
ning).  Stream  alternates  be¬ 
tween  passages  of  lyric  grace 
and  robust  muscularity,  and 


punctuates  its  phrasing  with 
punchy  flourishes. 

The  men  are  strong  and 
agile,  the  women  elegant  and 
statuesque.  Solos  are  enter¬ 
tainingly  suggestive,  ensem¬ 
bles  build  into  stimulating 
peaks  of  physical  exertion. 
And  Bruce  plays  his  emotional 
cards  just  right,  laying  down 
aces  to  grab  the  audience’s 
attention  whenever  the  game 
of  abstraction  starts  to  drag. 


Debra  Crain e 


Been  there,  played  that  moved  on 


At- the  age  of  50,  the 
Belgian  conductor  Phi¬ 
lippe  HerTeweghe  has 
collected  more  people  than 
most  In  addition  to  his  choir, 
the  Collegium  Vocale  (formed 
to  perform  Bach  and  his 
forerunners).  La  Chapelie 
Rpyale  (French  Baroque  and 
Classical  choral  works)  and 
the  Orchestra  des  Champs- 
Elysees  (19th-century  sym¬ 
phonic  repertoire),  he  has 
formed  two  other  ensembles, 
concentrating  on  Renaissance 
and  20th-century  music.  The 
first  three  groups  will  appear 
together  in  London  on  Man- 
day,  performing  Berlioz's 
L'Enfance  du  Christ. 

Not  surprisingly.  Herre- 
weghe  has  always  balked  ar 
specialisation.  Although  as  a 
chfld  he  had  been  immersed  in 
what  he  remembers  as  a  "bain 
choral",  singing  Palestrina, 


Bach  and  Schulz,  and  conduct¬ 
ing  them  from  the  age  of  12,  he 
chose  to  study  medicine  and 
psychiatry,  and  leave  Bach 
cantatas  to  his  spare  time. 
Then  he  heard  Gustav 
Leonhardt  play  the  harp¬ 
sichord. 

“1  felt  immediately  that  we 
should  be  singing  Bach  the 
way  he  was  playing  it,  with  a 
type  of  voice  production  which 
would  enable  the  right  tuning, 
the  right  articulation."  Three 
years  later  he  met  Ton 
Koopman  in  a  cafe  in  Amster¬ 
dam.  "Wed  spend  whole 
weekends  together  just  study¬ 
ing  one  Bach  chorale.’*  Still 
with  largely  amateur  forces, 
they  put  on  a  performance  of 
Bach’s  St  John  Passion  —  and 
Leonhardt  was  in  the  queue 
for  tickets.  He  invited 
Herreweghe  to  join  him  con¬ 
ducting  the  great  Bach  cantata 


Herreweghe:  “I  needed  . 
music  that  nourished  me" 


series  and,  by  the  age  of  24, 
Herreweghe  was  a  full-time 
conductor. 

But  he  soon  became  restless. 
Concentrating  on  the  Baroque 
was  beginning  to  make  mm 
feel  “dned-out  like  a  robot". 


“What  had  always  been  im¬ 
portant  for  me  was,  after  all, 
religious  music,  not  music  of  a 
certain  period,"  Herreweghe 
says.  “What  I  needed  was 
music  that  nourished  me,  and 
vifaat  was  more  likely  mindude 
Schumann.  Brahms,  Bruck¬ 
ner.  Webern  and  Boulez  than 
the  minor  contemporaries  of 
Bach.  Composers  like  Tele¬ 
mann  are  wnat  furniture  is  to 
sculpture." 

At  35  Herreweghe  farmed 
the  Orchestra  des  Champs- 
Efys6es.  They  began  by  work¬ 
ing  on  the  choral  works  of 
Mozart,  Haydn  and  Mendels¬ 
sohn,  and  then  moved  on  to 
the  symphonic  repertoire.  This 
has  meant  abandoning  a  field 
lively  wife  new  discoveries 
and  voyaging  into  the  known. 
“There  is,  for  example,  no 
undiscovered  Schumann  writ¬ 
ing  in  the  19th.  century.  With 


little-known  Baroque  motets, 
one  can  make  one’s  mark  as 
the  best  in  the  world?" 

As  for  Berlioz’s  trilogy, 
L’Enfance  du  Christ,  “its  es¬ 
sential  quality  is  its  lack  of 
unity.”:  Herreweghe  says. 
“Beili  oz  wrote  the  second  part 
first,  as  a  joke.  The  Flight  to 
Egypt  was  m  the  archaic  style, 
a  pastiche;  he  even  published 
it  under  a  pseudonym  as 
composed  in  1679.  But  it  was 
so  successful  that  he  decided, 
five  years  later,  to  write  a  first 
part  and  finally  a  third. 
Berlioz  was  an  archetype  of 
Romantic  genius.  He  wrote 
something  nobody  had  writ¬ 
ten  before — and  which  no  one 
could  ever  imitate." 


•  Philippe  Herreweghe  conducts 
the  Orchestra  des  Chomps^Etysfys 
at  the  Barbican,  Silk  Street. 
London  EC2  (0171-63S  8891)  on 
Monday 
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hymers  college 

Kingston  Upon  Hal] 


BURSAR 
AND 

CLERK  TO  THE  GOVERNORS 


The  Governors  invite  applications  for  the  post  of  Bursar 
Oat  to  the  Governors  of  Hymen  cwby  m 
tbe  present  Bursar  who  is  retiring  in  December,  1997. 


Hymers  CoDege  is  akadmg  independent  co-educatioul 
H-M.C  day  school  for  966  pupils  between  the  sacs  of  8 
and  18. 


Applicants  should  possess  proven  experience  in  finance, 
administration  and  estate  nniagwwni 


For  farther  details,  please  write  to  th&  Cleric  to  tbe 
Governors.  Hymers  College.  Hymers  Arcane,  HnB,  HU3 
ILW.  • 


Tbe  dosing  date  for  applications  wQl  be  7th  March  1997. 


COURSES 


* 


A 


CHARTERHOUSE 


new 


ORGAN  SCHOLARSHIP 


doe  to  the  recent  generosity  of  the 
PHfing  Trust 


FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 
ENTERING  THE  SIXTH  FORM 
TO  STUDY  A  LEVEL 


Apply  now  for  entry  this  September  to: 
Admissions  Registrar 
Charterhouse 
Godaiming 
GU72DX 
tel:  01483  291501 
fax:  01483  291507 


ryinaimiKt  is  an  educational  charity 
Registration  Number  312054 


LLB  Hons 


Degree  in  Law 


_  r 


By  Dr. s  r.\ \ct  Lt:  arm  \  <• 
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Home-study  with  opportunity  to  transfer 

to  fell  or  part-time  courses 

Diploma  scheme  enables  you  to  take 

one  subject  at  a  time 

Choice  and  flexibility 

Value  for  money-course  books  Included 

in  competitive  fees 

/■mr  further  t»formmtiu»  eemtmee 


EPSOM  COLLEGE 


Surrey 

HMC  Co-ednqutonal  13*18 
650  Boarding  and  Day 

HOUSEMISTRESS 


FOR  GIRLS' SIXTH  FORM  HOUSE 
A.  splendid  opportunity  inn  developing  school 
Required  for  September  1997 
The  Sixth  Form  Girls’  House,  White  House,  eaablidied 
since  1976,  is  situated  .ra  tbe  TerraceBnildtngs:  central  to  the 
College,  but:  with  a  welcome  privacy  A  Hoosehnstnas  is 
required  to  take  fuB  responsabiQty  far 'the  House  from 
September  1997:  There  is  exceDdu  accommodation.  Epsom 
Sakry  Scale, 

The  successful  candidate  would  be  expected  to  have  both 
good  pastoral  experience  and  ‘  strong  academic 
qualifications.  -  " 

Epsom  College  has  moved  to  full  co-education  -from 
September  (996  and  the  successful  candidate  wifl  be  folly 
involved  in  fhnmr  planning.  This  is  an  exciting  opportunity 
in  a  developing  school.  A  good  Honours  Graduate  is 
required,  and  aH  teaching  subjects  will  be  considered. 
Applications  to,  and  farther  detais  from: 

The  Headmaster  Epsom  College,  Epsom,  Surrey, 
KH74JQ  -TO:  0137272362]  (Fan  01372726277). 
Apparatioos  should  contain  a  M  ntnicahim  vitae 
and  Mv  WjMt, «n^  mip**" 

of  at  least  two  referees. 


WYCOMBE  ABBEY  SCHOOL 


HEADSHIP 


The  council  of  Wycombe  Abbey  School  invites 
applications  for  the  above  post  which  will  fall  vacant  in 
September  1998  following  the  retirement  of  the  present 
Head  Mistress,  Mis  jndith  Gopdlaad,  who  has  served  the 
School  with  distinction  since  1989. 


Details  of  the  post  may  be  obtained  from 


Tbe  Clerk  to  the  Conned 
Wycombe  Abbey  School 
High  Wycombe 
Buckinghamshire 
HP111PE 


Cosing  dale  for  applications  wiU  be  8  April  1997. 


COURSES 


WANTED 
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CHAPTERHOUSE 

6  Yean  Successful  Training 


HOLBORX  COIIEGH^  : 

200  Gra-hovnc!  Bwl  LrnCor,  Wi4  iR< 
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Coomc&iag  Ccarscs 


CERTIFICATE  IN  COUNSELLING  SKILLS 
AND  ATTITUDES 

I  year  dBWioD.  3  boars  accUy 
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erdaUdtsdam  taxor* 
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Wf  Tratabs  Otptfmml,  23  Kodtapan  Square, 
or  TeL  0171 937  6956. 
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Scgttfsed  QmftT  No.  273434. 


Elizabeth  College 

Guernsey,  C.l. 


Principal 


Founded  in  1563,  the  Gofiege  has  a  total  roll  of  some  700  boys,  including  those 
at  Beechwood  (Prep)  and  Acorn  House  |  Pro-Prep},  and  a  small  number  of  girls 
m  the  6th  Form.  There  is  a  small  boarding  element. 

The  present  Principal,  Mr  3.H.F..Doiitton.  is  retiring  In  the  Summer  of  1998  and 
the  Directors  hope  to  confirm  the  appointment  of  the  new  Principal  by 
Summer  1997.  The  Principal  is  a  member  of  HMC. 


The  College  has  a  long  tradition  of  academic  and  sporting  excellence  and 
much  development  has  taken  place  in  recent  years.  You  will  combine 
sensitivity  to  existing  strengths  with  the  vision  and  leadership  skills  necessary 
to  meet  the  challenges  of  leading  the  College  into  the  next  century. 

For  dataBs  and  an  application  form,  please  contact  Gabbhas  Educational 
Consultants,  Carrington  House,  126-130  Regent  St,  London  W1R  BEE. 
Tat  0171  734  0161,  fine  0171  437  1764.  dosing  da to  for  applications  is 
Monday  17th  March  1997. 


GABBITAS 


ASHFORD  SCHOOL 

Kent’s  top  independent  Girl’s  School 


Folowing  the  appointment  of  Mrs  Patricia 
Metfaam  BA  JP  as  Head  of  Roedean  School, 
applications  are  invited  for  appointment  as 


HEAD 


of  this  boarding  and  day  school  of  520  pupils,  aged  3  -  18. 

The  post  becomes  vacant  on  1st  1998,  and  offers  unusual  scope  for 
candidates  with  confidence  in  die  future  of  private  education  and 
with  the  vision  and  energy  to  take  advantage  of  the  favourable 
European  position,  success  and  high  reputation  of  this  100-year 
old  school. 


Particulars  from:  The  Clerk  to  the  School  Council 
Ashford  School,  East  Hill,  Ashford 
Kent  TN24  8PB 

TeL-  01233  625171  Fax:  01233  665215 


Applications  dose  on  28th  February  1997 
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FOR  PROFIT 


MbIqb  money  from  your 


I  cartooning  and  Bush  ation 
sldls.  Study  fram  home 
1  for  a  new  career  or  a 
*  profitable  second  bioomea' 
I  0800  371  500  Jt 
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I  Make  £20 
»  a  Travel  KTrffer 

This  Free  ffewsfatter 
shows  you  how  to  pay  for 
afl  ywxUK  and  international  ^ 
travel  and  make  seme  I 


money  at  the  same  flmef 


0800  371  500^ 


LANGUAGE  COURSES 
ABROAD 


FIANCE.  GBBMANY,  9AXN, 
iTALY.  SWITZERLAND, 
ECOADOtt,  MEXICO  AND 
JAPAN. 

BmcfawK  CmArndgr  Aihtawy 
Savice.  Rreny  Lane.  Kfagfloa. 
Caobodgr  CB3  7TB. 

TO:  01223  7t*  OM 
Fkc  01223  264  188 


DISTANCE 

LEARNING 


l£UN  THE  LANGUAGE 

ON  LOCATION 
in  Frma.  Ganxe.  k^f. 
PVm«4EDi>dcraa4S^i 
A8  x(B,  d  taveb. 

Cd  0181 686  2363 
EeroAodaiyCn 
77AGeoryF  Street. 
CreydosCRDlLD 

A8TAV3S4 


Savotr-fah? 


in  157  languages 


I  taabrii  b>gngc  nal tag  VcskeaU  trUtal*  «cdd y  coxna. 


rtiBt  NECESSARY  for  profegirmfi 
i  •vedtadt  hero  Umb,  rerirtcXM  H  bed  wi  bw  t'i  ha. 
01803  866087.  Totan,  Devon 
-  language  Centre  ef  Excellence.  - _ 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

THE^O^TIMES 

EDUCATION 

FORTHCOMING  FEATURES 


EASTER  REVISION  COURSES 
Sunday  16ib  February 

INDEPENDENT  EDUCATION 
(witti  Girls  Schools) 

Friday  28th  February 

POSTGRADUATE  COURSES 
Friday  28th  February  (Supplement) 
Sunday  2nd  March 

LAW  COURSES 
Friday  7th  March 
.  Sunday  9th  March 

MBA  COURSES 
Friday  14th  March 
Sunday  16th  March 

For  further  information  about  these 
features  or  to  advertise  please 


contact  file  Education  Team  on: 

Tel:  0171 680  6800 
Fax:  0171 782  7899 


WESTMINSTER  SCHOOL 
HEAD  MASTER 


The  Governing  Body  of  Westminister  School  is  looking  for  a 
successor  to  Mr  David  Summerscale  who  wiU  retire  as  Head 
Master  in  August  1998.  Candidates  of  either  sea  will  be 
considered  and  should  send  their  curriculum  vitae  together  with 
a  letter  of  application  to:  The  Secretary  to  the  Governing  Body, 
Westminister  School,  17  Dean’s  Yard,  London*  SWlP  3PF, 
from  whom  further  particulars  can  be  obtained,  Applications 
should  be  received  by  17  March  3997. 


Wcttmn&er  School  is  a  an  equal  opportunities  employer 
Registered  Charity  Number  3 17728. 


WYCLIFFE 


“The  Pre-University  College  of  the  Cots  wolds’  ’ 

HEAD 


April  1998  up  to  £100,000  pa 

The  vacancy  will  occur  on  the  retirement  of  David  Prichard 
after  30  years  of  Headmastermg,  including  just  over  four  at 
the  College.  In  .addition  to  academic  qualifications, 
candidates  should  have  outstanding  entrepreneurial  and 
leadership  skills  to  maintain  and  develop  further  the 
remarkable  progress  made  ai  Wycliffe  in  recent  years. 
Candidates  should  have  the  ability  to  maintain  pupil  numbers 
and  ensure  that  education  at  Wycliffe  remains  a  smmulating 
and  exciting  experience  which  will  inspire  outstanding 
performance  from  both  staff  and  students. 

Tbe  College  is  co-educational  with  about  400  students  aged 
13-18  (63%  board). 

The  Junior  School  numbers  about  360. 


Further  information  may  be  obtained  frora:- 
Colonel  John  Kendall,  MBE 
Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Governors 
The  Bursar’s  Office 
Wycliffe  College 
Regem  Street 

Stooehouse,  Gloucestershire,  GL10  2AD 
Tel:  01453  822926  or  Fax:-  01453  821628 


Principal  of  St  Chad’s  College,  Durham 


Applicants  with  a  strong  background  in  both  leaching  and  research  in  any  academic 
discipline  are  invited  to  apply  far  tbe  post  of  Principal  of  St.  Chad’*  College,  an 
independent  Church  of  England  foundation,  recognised  by  the  University  of  Durham, 
which  admits  students,  regardless  of  their  denominational  eltegjance.  VO  all  departments 
of  the  University. 

Applicants  should  have  the  ability  and  experience  to  provide  strategic  direction  of  the 
College,  promote  (he  academic  and  general  welfare  of  its  students  and  staff,  and  be 
involved  in  external  fund-raising  in  support  of  its  future  development.  Il  is  expected  that 
the  successful  candidal  a  will  also  contribute  to  an  appropriate  University  department. 
The  Principal  should  preferably  be  a  communicant  and  active  member  of  the  Church  of 
England  ora  church  in  fall  communion  with  il. 

The  post,  which  is  residential,  is  tenable  from  1  October  1997.  initial  salary  on  the 
SUtoader  scale  £28,552  -  E3Z26S  per  annum. 


Further  details  may  be  obtained  hum  tbe  Director  of  Personnel.  UruversUy  ofDnrham. 

OU  Shire  Hall.  Durham  DHl  3HP,  to  whom  applications  (5  copies)  should  be  submitted, 
jndudiag  names  of  three  referees,  (Candidates  outside  die  Uniled  Kingdom  may  submit  one 
copy  only.)  Tel:  0191 374  3140,  bs  0191 374*747  ore-mail:  SmJteamtSDuiufflJKUik 

Closing  dale:  7  March  1937.  Please  quote  reference  0044. 


BUSINESS  COURSES 


APPLY  NOUU  FOR  APRIL  1  997  INTAKES 


An  MBA  of  distinction 
from  Scotland’s  top 
Business  School 


We  are  currently  accepting  applications  for 
an  April  start  -  both  for  Open  Learning  and 
Mixed  Mode.  If  the  challenge  of  an  MBA 
appeals  to  you  •  contact  us  free  on: 


0800  66  1966 


•  OPEN  LEARNING  - 
Flexible  completion  time  (2 -5  years) 
starring  in  April  and  October 
•  MIXED  MODE  - 
Approximately  2  */2  years 
starting  in  April  and  October 
*  PART  TIME'  Two  evenings  per  week 
for  3  years  sorting  in  October 
•  FULLTIME  - 12  months 
starting  in  October 
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WITH  A  CAREER  DEVELOPMENT  LOAN  THERE  ARE 
NO  REPAYMENTS  UNTIL  YOU  FINISH  YOUR  TRAINING. 


SO  MONEY  NEEDNT  HOLD  YOU  BACK. 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
01716806800 


EDUCATION 


FAX: 

0171  782  7899 
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0  EDUCATION 

Betliersden,  Ke0t 

CNv 'TN26 


Easter 

Revision 


EASTER 


Coirtart  us  tor  friendly. 

suitable  Easter  reviaon  courses  fflia 


ALEVEL&GCSE 


ChercedL  Tutors 
Greyfriars 
Oxford  0X1  UP 

01865  242670/246119 

— ,.,i  .  ..  ..  .  ....  .~T’ 


MAKE  THE 
GRADE 


‘A  LEVEL 
EASTER 
REVISION 

Oxford  Tutorial 
College 

12  King  Edward  Street 
Oxford  0X1  4HT 
Td:  (01865)  793333 
Fax:  (01865)  793233 


ALBANY  CAE 
HELPYOCPlSS 

gcsb  and  ye  level 

MM^jEASTEE 


jite  Albany  Qllege 
EXAWIATKW  specialists 


EASTER  REVISION 

IN  rpaprial 

MANCHESTER 

‘A’  level  and  GCSE 
in  over  25  subjects 

ABBEY 

INDEPENDENT. 
COLLEGE 


telephone 

0161  236  6836 


MPW 

Mander  Portman  Woodward 

A  Level  &  GCSE 
Revision  Courses 

Group  courses  are  offered  during  the 
Easter  holidays  and.  in  London,  are. 
exam  board  specific. 

Imfividnal  tuition  can  be  arranged  during 
the  Spring  half  lean  and  Easter  holidays 

Accommodation  is  available  in  Bristol, 
Cambridge  and  Birmingham. 


UHnsdownc-  &  Duff  Miller 
are  offering  intensive 
revision  courses  for  the 
key  A  Level 
and  GCSE  subjects. 

A  complete  coverage  of 
syllabus  material,  coupled 
with  extensive  examination-, 
technique  and  practice, 
individual  surgeries  and  a 
mock  with  full  report. 


at  GATS 


GABB1TAS 


With  examinations  fast  approaching,  an 
intensive  programme  of  revision  and  exam 
preparation,  in  small  groups,  helps  students 

succeed  at  GCSE  and  A-LeveL 


EDUCtfWNAL  CONSULTANTS 

126  :l30Rearal8ff^l«|*w^JR  ^ 
Tefc  0177  734  0161  Far  01714371764 


LANSDOWNE 
/  /  ////  MILLER 


for  farther  information  please  contact : 

01223  314431 


GCSEASTER! 


CATS  Round  Gbordx  Street  Cambridge  CB5  SAD 
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Specialist  intensive  revision  courses 
for  GCSE  subjects. 
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rp  ate-  si .  d ev e 1  o p ! n g  co n ;  i c •  •  - -- 
through  extensive  exarr -nation ^ 
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Call  0171  225  0577  for  details 


London  (Sciences) 
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TUTORIAL  COLLEGE! 
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A  Level  Science  &  Mathematics 
Full  and  Half  Day  courses 
Combinations  of  Modules  available 
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Lecturers 
in  Law 


BPP  Law  School  is  looking  lor  fun-time 
lecturers  to  teach  .on-  its-  SVC  ajid  LFC 
courses,  itye  are  particularly  looking  for 
expertise  in  eniployinerit  lavwi  business 
and  commercial  law,  environmental  law, 
landlord  and  tenant  law  and  civil  and 
criminal  litigation.  . 


Experience  of  practice  is  essential. 
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friandy  environment. 
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‘A’  LEVEL  OR  GCSE  REVISION? 

Surrey  College  is  here  to  help 


Apply  in  confidence  to 
Jacqueline  Siers  (LPC),  or 
Jcmathan  Bacon  (BVC) 

BPP  Law  School 
Rochdale  House 
128  Theobalds  Road 
London  WC1X  8RL 
Tti:  0171 430  2304  Fax:  0171 404 1389 
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increase  exam  confidence  and  improve  your 
grades  on  our  intenswe  residential  courses 


Telep  hone  01865  310000  -  Fax  01865  552296 
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Take  a  close  look  at 

Sl  George’s  University  School  of 

Medicine.  Here’s  what  you’ll  find: 

■  MidtLnational  faculty  of  over 
500  educators 

■  CtMcd  protf&nme  conducted 
tai  afflBatod  hospitals  In  the 
United  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom 

■  88%  pass  rate  for  lst-time 
takers  h>  June  1996 
Unttad  States  Medical 
Licensing  Exam,  Part  I 

■  Safe,  friendly  environment 
conducive  to  learning 

■  Entire  pregranune  conducted 
b)  Engrali 

■  Strong  netwoifc  of  student 
support  services 


If  you  like  what  you  see  here, 
there’s  even  more.  Including  our 
two  modem  campuses:  one  on 
Sl  Vincent,  and  our  new  $25 
million  campus  on  Grenada. 

For  more  information,  contact: 
Office  of  Admissions,  DepL 
AUKS,  Sl  Georee’s  University 
School  of  Medicine,  do  The  North 
American  Correspondent  Medical 
School  Services,  Ltd.,  One  East 
Main  Street,  Bay  Shore.  NY 

11706-8399,  USA. . 

Cafi:  1-516-665-8500  ' 

Fax:  1-516-665-5590 
Email:  sgu_tBfo@sgu.eda 
Include  your  address  aripbareonaba: 
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EDUCATION 


John  O  Leary  wonders  whether  parents  really  want  to  be  swamped  by  even  more  test  ratings 


Warning: 

information 


BARRY  GREENWOOD 


overload 


VMBRifr 
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Sir  *  * 


l^xtunfr 
in  Law 
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‘hen  the  Government’s 
information  revolu¬ 
tion  hit  schools  in 
1992,  the  eventual  aim 
vras  to  produce  league  tables  from 
all  the  national  curriculum  tests,  as 
well  as  from  GCSE  and  A  level. 


Until  Tuesday,  few  people  outside 
Conservative  Central  Office  real¬ 


ised  that  the  dream  was  still  'alrve. 

Despite  some  pressure  from  the 
right  wing  of  the  party  for  publica¬ 
tion  of  seven-year-olds'  results, 
most  observers  assumed  that  next 
month’s  tables  at  II  marked  the  end 
of  education's  statistical  adventure: 
There  would  then  be  tables  for  both 
primary  and  secondary  education. 

Three  days  on,  there  are  to  be 
tables  not  just  at  sevei,  but  at  14  as 
well,  no  matter  who  wins  die 
general  election.  There  will  also  be 
a  new  range  of  targets;  both  at 
national  level  and  for  individual 
schools. 

John  Major's  “secret  garden"  of 
education  will  be  well  and  truly 
open  to  the  public  But  might  not 
this  be  a  case  of  information  over¬ 
load?  Has  anyone  thought  about 
what  the  extra  tables  will  show  or 
about  who  wants  the  information? 

For  all  the  objections  of  the 
teaching  profession,  the  case  for 
tables  at  11  has  always  been  dear. 
The  tests  mark  the  end  of  primary 
schooling  in  most  parts  of  England 
and  the  results  will  provide  the  first 
objective  information  on  the  sector. 

Gillian  Shephard,  the  Education 
and  Employment  Secretary,  has 
gradually  won  acceptance  tor  the 
exercise.  And  though  more  than 
1,000  schools  foiled  to  submit  their 
teachers’  assessments  of  their  pu¬ 
pils,  the  test  results  will  appear  vir¬ 
tually  intact. 

Realists  in  the  profession  knew 
that  these  tables  would  come  even¬ 
tually.  Even  whoi  ministers  with¬ 
drew  their  plans  to  publish  the  re¬ 
sults  of  national  curriculum  tests  in 
the  summer  of  1993  at  the  height  of 
the  teachers'  boycott,  it  was  as¬ 
sumed  that  tables  at  H  would  be  re¬ 
instated  when  the  tests  had 
“bedded  down”. 


Hie  same  could  not  be  said  of 
those  for  seven  and  14-year-olds, 
where  there  are  particular  prob¬ 
lems.  With  the  younger  age  group, 
these  centre  on  the  accuracy  of  fee 
results  and  the  likely  nature  of  fire 
tables;  at  the  later  stage,  it  is  a 
matter  of  finding  a  universal 
measure  and  creating  some  interest 
in  the  outcome. 

There  should  be  plenty  of  interest 
in'  infants  schools’  results  since 
these  are  what  the  most  inexperi¬ 
enced  parents  are  choosing.  But 
because  about  &)  per  cent  of  seven- 
year-olds  reach  the  expected  level  of 
the  curriculum  in  English  and 
mathematics  (level  2).  most  schools 
will  be  inseparable  if  the  tables  fel¬ 
low  the  pattern  used  at  11. 

Unlike  the  other  national  curric¬ 
ulum  tests,  those  at  seven  are  still 
administered  over  the  course  of  a 
term  and  marked  by  foe  school’s 
own  teachers.  Though  samples  are 
checked  externally,  once  the  results 
are  published  in  tables,  it  is  surely 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  their 
validity  is  questioned. 

Perhaps  the  *  most .  significant 
differences  shown  up  in  the  School 
Curriculum  and  Assessment  Auth¬ 
ority's  analysis  of  last  summer’s 
tests  were  between  summer-bom 
children  and  those  who  had  been  at 
school  for  a  longer  period.  There 
was  a  gap  of  more  than  20  per  cent 
between  tile  marks  of  those  with 
August  birthdays  and  others  bom 
ber.  This  suggests  that 


Boys  doing  a  standard  assessment  test  Now  the  Government  wants  to  publish  national  SAT  results 


m 


until  the  assessment  of  children 
starting  school  has  grown  into  a 
value-added  system,  the  results  will 
say  as  much  about  entrance  poli- 
cies  and  nursery  provision  as  about 
fee  schools  themselves. 

At  14,  there  is  no  convenient  point 
in  the  curriculum  on  which  to  base 
tables;  an  average  pupil  is  expected 
to  be  between  levels  five  and  six. 
But  even  if  the  logistical  problems 
are  overcome,  it  is  hard  to  imagine 
newspapers  publishing  another  set 
of  secondary  school  results  feat 
may  conflict  with  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  ones  they  already  produce. 

’Who.  outside  the  school  itself. 


really  cares  about  fee  results  of  14- 
year-olds’  tests?  A  straw  poO  of 
head  teachers  this  week  faded  to 
produce  one  who  had  ever  been 
asked  about  them  by  a  prospective 
parent  John  Dunford,  fee  head  of 
Durham  Johnston  High  School,  in 
Durham,  said:  “Parents  have  their 
eyes  on  GCSE  and  A  levels,  not 
standard  assessment  tests.  They 
have  never  been  raised  wife  me." 

U  the  Conservatives  thought 
their  league  table  proposals  would 
provide  more  of  fee  elusive  “dear 
blue  water”  between  the  parties  mi 
education,  they  were  soon  disap¬ 
pointed.  The  Labour  Party,  though 
restricting  itself  to  local  publica¬ 
tion,  immediately  matched  fee 
commitment 

With  a  future  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  tied  to  current  spending  plans 
and  relying  on  a  reordering  of  pri¬ 


orities  to  realise  Tony  Blair’s  “pas¬ 
sion  for  education",  one  might  have 
expected  a  more  critical  response. 
Schools  are  already  required  to 
publish  their  test  results  in  annual 
reports.  Party  spokesmen  might 
even  have  questioned  whether  we 
need  the  expensive  paraphernalia 

of  national  testing  at  14  at  all. 


Tests  at  this  age  undoubted¬ 
ly  are  valuable  as  a  pointer 
to  the  readiness  of  pupils 
for  GCSE  and  have  had 
the  useful  side-effect  of  stopping 
schools  using  the  early  years  of 
secondary  education  as  a  dumping 
ground  for  their  weakest  staff.  But 
fee  millions  spent  on  a  national 
system,  producing  results  that  at- 
tracr  little  attention,  could  surely  be 
better  employed. 

Labour  would  not  pursue  such 


an  argument,  however,  because  it 
opens  the  door  to  one  of  its  great 
fears:  the  charge  that  it  would  be 
soft  on  standards.  Instead,  local 
authorities  will  be  obliged  to  pro¬ 
duce  yet  more  league  tables. 

The  secondary  school  league 
tables  may  still  be  derided  by 
teachers,  but  they  are  popular  with 
parents.  A  study  by  Dr  Anne  West, 
of  the  London  School  of  Economics, 
published  this  week,  found  feat  90 
per  cent  of  parents  choosing  a 
school  had  seen  the  tables,  even  if 
some  did  not  understand  them.  The 
signs  are  feat  fee  primary  school 
version  will  be  just  as  successful. 

But  feat  does  not  mean  that 
there  is  an  insatiable  desire  for 
such  statistics.  A  new  government 
would  be  better  employed  improv¬ 
ing  the  existing  models  than 
looking  for  new  ones. 


Weed  out  the 
bad  teachers 


Susan  Elkin  approves  of  appraisal 


So  Gillian  Shephard  and 
John  Major  have  decreed 
that  teacher  appraisal  is  to 
be  a  means  of  identifying  and 
weeding  out  poor  teachers.  Not 
before  time. 

Early  in  1990  l  was  inter¬ 
viewed  by  a  local  authority 
project  leader  wife  a  view  to  my 
becoming  a  seconded  appraisal 
trainer  for  schools  in  my  area.  It 
was  a  pilot  scheme  in  my  local 
education  authority  area  two 
years  before  teacher  appraisal 
arrangements  were  adopted  na¬ 
tionally.  I  was  not  appointed. 

Some  months  later,  the  suc¬ 
cessful  appointee  arrived  at  our 
school.  Her  duty  was  to  initiate 
us  into  the  mysteries  of  apprais¬ 
al.  And  I  learnt, 
with  incredulity, 
that  appraisal  was 
to  be  entirely  kindly 
and  benign.  Teach¬ 
ers’  interests  were 
dearly  paramount 
Pupils  were  hardly 
mentioned.  No 
one’s  salary  or  pro¬ 
motion  prospects 
would  depend  on 
the  outcome  of  his 
or  ber  appraisal 
Anyone  who  did 
not  care  for  the 


-teacher 


appraiser  his  head  first  thought 
of  was  entitled  to  negotiate  an 
alternative.  All  of  this  was  event¬ 
ually  enshrined,  at  fee  cost  of 
several  acres  of  rainforest  by  the 
Education  Department 

What  a  fiasco.  No  wonder  I 
wasn't  taken  on.  1  had  mistaken 
appraisal  for  something  to  do 
with  ascertaining  how  effective 
a  teacher  is.  But.  no— appraisal 
for  teachers  was  apparently  to 
be  a  bland  process  of  reassur¬ 
ance.  In  effect  useless. 

Welcome  then  is  fee  news  that 
teacher  appraisal  is,  at  last,  to 
have  some  bite.  And,  of  course,  it 
does  not  matter  which  party  gets 
elected,  because  In  the  current 
pre-election  fever,  we  all  know 
that  whatever  Mrs  Shephard 
and  Mr  Major  say  this  week  wiD 
be  echoed  next  by  Messrs  Blun- 
fcett  and  Blair,  or  vice  versa.  A 
competent  teacher  can,  we  are 
told,  control  a  class,  maintain 
discipline,  organise  the  class¬ 
room,  (dan  lessons,  teach 


interestingly  and  get  chBdren 
through  examinations.  Quite. 

An  estimated  13.000  teachers, 
or  4  per  cent  of  the  profession, 
fall  short  in  some  of  these  areas. 
And  there  is  a  tiny  proportion  of 
inadequate  teachers  in  every 
school,  as  any  honest  colleague 
will  admit  Staff,  parents  and 
pupils  are  all  aware  that  it's  bad 
news  if  you  happen  to  get  Mr  X 
for  mathematics  or  Miss  Y  for 
English.  The  problems  range 
from  a  person's  being  tempera¬ 
mentally  unsuited  to  teaching, 
not  fit  enough  mentally  or 
physically  for  the  job  to  cope 
wife  its  multifarious  demands, 
to  being  just  plain  lazy. 

I’ve  taught  on  the  same  staff 
as  teachers  whose 
shrieking  menager¬ 
ies  are  so  for  out  of 
control  feat  the  pu¬ 
pils  could  be  heard 
from  fee  other  end 
of  the  building. 
Then  there  are 
those  who  rarely,  if 
ever,  do  any  mark¬ 
ing  or  who  dish  out 
worksheets  while 
they  sit  at  fee  front 
of  fee  class  reading 
a  newspaper.  Or 
those  who  are  so 
every  pupil  detests 
every  minute.  1  have  never 
worked  in  a  school  feat  did  not 


dull  that 


have  one  or  two  of  these  types. 

The  problem  wife  using  ap¬ 
praisal  as  an  ousting  tool  is  that 
teachers,  about  %  per  cent  of 
whom  have  nothing  whatever  to 
fear,  are  unlikely  to  co-operate. 
The  unions  will  howl  in  outrage 
on  their  members’  behalf  and 
there  are  many  individuals  who 
would  rather  quietly  “cany  a 
weak  colleague  than  see  him  or 
her  dismissed.  Misplaced  altru¬ 
ism.  surely,  because  that  attitude 
cannot  be  good  for  children's 
education? 

If  this  new  policy  is  to  succeed, 
the  nature  of  teacher  appraisal 
must  change  drastically  to  some¬ 
thing  akin  to  enforced  inspec¬ 
tion  of  an  individual’s  perform¬ 
ance  by  a  senior  colleague. 

How.  splendid  it  would  be  if 
“New  Appraisal"  could  be 
Implemented  quickly.  But  I’m 
not  hopeful 


Did  Eton  invent  the  perfect 
game  for  the  East  End? 


Jason  Cowley 
on  attempts  to 


introduce 


Eton  fives  to 


the  inner  city 


As  you  head  west  out  of 
Bethnal  Green  station 
in  London's  East  End. 
one  building  stands  out  amid 
Victorian  terraces  and  desolate 
council  tower  blocks:  Repton 
Bovs  Club.  Founded  in  1884  tty 
Repton,  a  Derbyshire  public 

school,  and  txxaJTtying  the  site  of 
an  old  washhouse,  it  is  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  an  era  when  the  great 
boarding  schools  in  a  spirit  of 
paternalism  established  mis¬ 
sions  in  the  inner  cities. 

Eton,  Charterhouse.  Tun¬ 
bridge,  Amplefbrth,  Harrow 
and  Shrewsbury  —  all  set  up 
dubs  and  societies  for  the 
urban  poor.  Now  an  attempt 
to  revive  this  spirit  is  being 
made  by  fee  Eton  Fives  Assoa- 
arion.  which  seeks  to  brmg 
fives,  the  handball  game:,  to  a 
new  audience.  PlayoJ  by  pairs 
in  a  three-walled  court,  Eton 
fees  originated. 
enough,  at  Eton  College.  The 
court,  with  its  buttres^  spW 
level  and  oblique  angles-  is 
based  on  an  area  outside  Eton 
chapel  where  for  centuries 
bqysplayed  a  ball  game  with 
bare  hands.  . 

Michael  Constantuudi,  tne 
chairman  of  the  Eton  Fives 
Association.  ^ 

perfect  game  for.*® 

Sties  and  is  seeking  a  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  grant  man 
attempt  to  broaden  i 
-The  problem  is.  he  says, 
-feat  the  game  is  P^y^only 
in  fee  big  estobteted 

and  rJder  universities.  But  « 

ideal  forrhew£ 


A  game  of  fives  at  St  Olave’s  School,  Orpington:  soon  East  Enders  could  join  in 


special  project  at  a  school.  You 
would  need  only  about 
£30,000  to  build  two  courts." 

The  world  has  not  rushed  to 
embrace  Eves,  possibly  regard¬ 
ing  its  bizarre  court  and  roles  as. 
just  another  English  eaxn- 
tridty.  Eke  barristers’  wigs. 
One  could  easily  dismiss  the  as¬ 
pirations  of  the  Eton  Fives  As¬ 
sociation  as  eccentric,  were  it 
not  for  fee  missionary  zeal  of 
Jim  Cogan.  An  English  teacher 
at  Westminster 
School  and  founder 
of  Schools  Partner- 
Worldwide, 
organisation 
encourages 
young  adults  to 

forge  links  wife  fee 
Third  World,  he 
draws  inspiration 
from  the  pioneer¬ 
ing  work  of  the  Vic¬ 
torian  paternalists. 

Mr  Cogan  says: 

"Many  leading 

public  schools  used 


ship 

an 


that 


We  could 
build  a 
court  on 
the  side 
of  a  tower 
block’ 


relatively  inespou**”-  , 

The  equipment  ja 


fee  asmdariffli  s^*5§rWe 

initial  grant  of 

«ot  the  money. 

wld  build  a  coart  on  w  a* 

ria  tower  block,  or  fund  a 


to  have  missions  in  the  inner 
dues  feat  were  well-funded 
and  well-supported  But  most 
public  school  people  now 
diink  that  the  inner  ernes  are 
not  safe  places  to  visit 
“Underpinning  what  we  are 
trying  to  do  is  a  concern  about 
impoverishment  of  our 
tl..  _ _ -I  thi>  limited 


institutions  sitting  on  re¬ 
sources  that  are  not  available 
to  anyone  else  concerns  me." 

On  a  windswept  winter's 
evening,  the  streets  surround¬ 
ing  Repton  Boys  dub  are 
empty.  There  is  a  pervading 
sense  of  neglect.'  Many  of  the 
buildings  are  semi-derelict 
But  inside  fee  dub  young  boys 
of  many  racial  backgrounds, 
watched  by  their  fathers,  are 
training  hard:  jogging,  skip¬ 
ping  and  sparring. 
“The  Reipton",  as 
fee  locals  rail  ft,  is 
now  a  thriving  box¬ 
ing  diib,  which  has 
produced  several 
world  champions. 

According  to 
Tony  Bums,  a  for¬ 
mer  boxer  who  has 
run  the  dub  for  fee 
past  30  years,  it 
provides  .  many 
boys  with  "a  focal 
point  and  sense  of 
discipline"  in  an 


Bethnal  Green.  The  charity, 
the  University  Trust,  which 
runs  the  dub.  bolds  its  AGM 
at  fee  school,  and  Mr  Bums 
takes  children  on  tours  of  fee 
Derbyshire  village. 

Graham  Jones,  the  Head¬ 
master  of  Repton  School,  con¬ 
siders  ft  important  for  children 
from  more  privileged  back- 

Stnds  to  understand  fee  dif- 
ties  of  inner-dry  life.  “As 
port  of  our  support  for  the 
dub,"  he  says,  “boys  from  the 
East  End  used  to  visit  Repton 
and  use  the  school’s  facilities. 
About  five  years  ago,  we  also 
set  up  a  scheme  malting 
available  an  assisted  place 
here  for  someone  from  the 
East  End.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  late  Victorian 
instinct  for  doing  good  work." 


area  which  knows  only  pover¬ 
ty  and  inequality. 

Yet  what  chance  has  fives  of 
catching  on?  Mr  Cogan  says: 

“There  is  no  reason  why  inner- 
city  children  should  not  enjoy 


playing  it.  It  is  very  popular, 
for  instance,  in  Nigeria*  where 


die  impoverishment  u.  ««  they: play  wife  a  tennis  ball 
£Lr  CSes  and  the  limited  Rotbaff  rugby,  lawn  tennis 
Smortunities  available  to  poor  .  and  squash  are  all  versions  of 
Krenuespedallywhencom-  didst  garner"  . 

Repton,  it  still  has  ties  with 


with  the  extra 
Sources  available  to  the 
ter-off.  The  issue  of  wealthy 


Back  at  the  Repton  dub, 
Mr  Bums  nods  ap¬ 
provingly  as  a  wiry 
adolescent  in  a  grey  vest  cuts 
through  the  defence  of  his 
opponent  with  a  sharp  jab. 

“For  Jdds  like  him."  Mr 
Bums  says,  “fee  Repton  offers 
a  way  out  There  isn’t  any 
discipline  in  schools. 

“We  teach  the  boys  self- 
respect  fitness,  and  how  to 
conduct  themselves.  Some  go 
on  to  become  fighters,  but  just 
as  many  escape  to  be  money 
brokers  in  me  City.  Those 
public  schools  that  set  up 
missions  did  a  lot  of  good,  and 
we  are  still  benefiting  from 
their  legaty.” 


APPOINTMENTS 


HR  Director 


circa  £55,000 


Sheffield  HaDsm  University  has  a  trade,  record  of  success. 
Wfe  are  proud  of  qur  achievements  in  teaching  and  research 
and  in  meeting  fee  needs  of  our  students,  fee  professions 
and  fee  wider  community  feat  we  seek  to  serve. 

Our  prime  business  is  the  creation  and  transmission  of 
knowledge.  We  recognise  that  the  present  and  future  demands 
of  higher  education  make  fee  people  who  work  in  fee 
University  our  most  valuable  resource.  Wife  over  3,000  staff 
and  a  student  body  of  around  18,000  m  are  seeking  a  human 
resources  director  who  will  actively  contribute  to  fee  future 
development  of  fee  University. 

As  a  foil  member  of  fee  senior  management  executive  you 
will  be  responsible  for  the  development  of  a  strategic  human 
resources  framework  wife  policies  and  practices  designed  to 
help  the  University  to  achieve  its  long  term  goals.  As  the 
director  of  the  human  resources  department  you  will  have  a 
dedicated  team  of  HR  professionals  to  help  you,  each  one  of 
whom  wiD  be  looking  to  you  for  progressive  leadership  and 
management.  The  department  has  recently  been  restructured 
to  give  it  a  more  customer  led  ibcus  with  a  major  investment 
in  enhanced  systems  for  personnel  and  payroll  management 
and  information. 


particularly  in  respect  of  fee  management  of  change 
amongst  groups  of  professional  staff. 

You  wiD  hold  a  good  first  degree  plus  a  professional/ 
higher  qualification  or  extensive  relevant  experience. 

The  salary  wiD  not  be  less  than  £55,000,  although 
higher  remuneration  may  be  possdWe  for  an  outsanding 
candidate. 


FUose  quote  reference  1106/96 

Closing  dote  is  28  February  J997 

Further  information  and  appHazrion  farms  arc  tnxnlable 

firm  tfu  Human  Resources  Department 
Sheffield  HaUam  Umvendty  City  Campus 
Pond  Street  Sheffield  SI  1WB 
Telephone  0J14  253  3946 
Please  note  feat  late  applications  wiD 
not  be  accepted 

Working  towards  equal  opportunities 
VRnldmdemeb 
haprlhamo.shtLac.ukl 


To  help  us  to  make  fee  most  of  fee  HR  contribution  to  fee 
University's  continuing  and  future  success  you  will  have 
credibility  or  senior  levels,  effective  interpersonal  stalls  and 
an  in-depth  understanding  of  fee  challenges  which  face  higher 
education.  You  will  be  able  to  demonstrate  a  track  record  of 
leadership  and  a  progressive  approach  to  management 


Sheffield 

Hallam  University 

Education  for  business  and  the  professions 


UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


University  of 

Oxford 


Careers  Adviser  to  the  MBA  Course 


Odord  University  e  n  the  process  d  creamfl  a  wttld  class 
Bustos  School.  <*  »hfch  a  hey  tom  s  the  one  yoar  MBA 
program  ne  that  to  Hunched  in  i! 
gnrimorc  to  actfave  to  career  tndttis 
WunflfMpnflvum.  ACaroere  Adviser  is  now  needed  to 
nm  ttespoctotorareacMsafysNwai  tor  the  course,  which 
metas  use  Oi  tie  tostentU  lesaueee  el  the  easing  Careen 
Saves,  be  nttwranga' 124-3  fk. 


EssentaJ  quaUes  lor  appteams  are:  tanaarfiy  to  the  wxk 
canted  art  by  greduues  torn  Business  Schools  and  w«i  tne* 
amptoyttK  on  marera**  of  Maniafanal  Smeman: 
eutdenea  el  the  fleabCty.  adaptabBty  and  tnabthe  requto  to 
deiver  e*i  mvica  as  the  course  expands.  R  woukl  to  ee 
prdantola  to  have  aspeifcnce  in  nwfcsfing,  an  MEM 
qtoficaiian  or  acerience  in  a  Human  Reaounres  fundon.  Slidi 
to  wnuRrneni.salnsflcntrWWngor>igMhgcawswedvfciL 


Banal 


pttu  smogs. 

tar  M  partcUtos. 


by  4to  March  1897  to  1t»  Director  W  4%  tWoid 
IMmnfty  Careen  Stride*.  56  Banboy  Road,  CWorf  CM 
SPA.  They  shored  Mad*  to*  isok  adttoae*  aod 
MgdWMmnbtodthwndnN. 


TtieUnhwnhy  Is  an  BpsdOppwtonMes  Bmptayer- 


LAW  COURSES 


: '  i i- 


LLB  Hons 


Degree  in  Law 

By  Distance  Learmsg 


Home-study  with  opportunity  to  transfer 
to  full  or  part-time  courses 
Diploma  scheme  enables  you  to  take 
one  subject  at  a  time 

Choice  and  flexibility 

Value  for  money -course  books  included 

in  competitive  fees 

for  further  information,  contact 


Holborn  College 


11C71vDULVx>  (UK/TlMj 

200  Greyhound  Road,  London  W14  9RY 

TEL:  0171  385  3377  FAX  0171  331  3377 

e-mai!:  hit® holborncollege.ac.uk 
Internet:  http://www.holborncoHege.ac.uk 
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46  SPORT 


MOTOR  RACING 


Grand  prix 
teams  are 


divided  by 


money  row 


By  Oliver  Holt 


THE  glitz  and  the  glamour  of 
the  run-up  to  the  grand  prix 
season,  typified  by  the  extrav¬ 
agant  launch  of  the  new 
McLaren-Menasdes  at  the  Al¬ 
exandra  Palace  in  London  last 
night  was  overshadowed  yes¬ 
terday  by  news  that  three  of 
the  most  famous  teams  in  die 
pit  lane  are  facing  combined 
losses  of  nearly  £100  million 
because  of  a  feud  with  their 
Formula  One  rivals. 

Williams,  the  reigning  con¬ 
structors'  champions.  Mc¬ 
Laren  and  Tyrrell  have  all 
been  frozen  out  or  the  latest 
incarnation  of  the  Concorde 
Agreement,  the  document  that 
defines  the  rules  and  rewards 
of  the  sport. 

Each  of  the  three  teams 
originally  refused  to  sign  the 
agreement,  apparently  be¬ 
cause  they  were  unhappy  with 
.the  amount  of  money  that 
Bemie  Ecclestone,  65.  the  pro¬ 
moter  who  has  turned  Formu¬ 
la  One  into  the  sport  with  the 
biggest  global  television  audi¬ 
ence  in  the  world,  was  taking 
for  himself  and  because  they 
were  worried  about  the  provi¬ 
sions  for  his1  successor. 

When  the  other  seven  teams 
eligible  to  be  signatories 
agreed  to  the  improved  terms 
offered  them  and  gave  their 
assent  to  the  document,  the 
three  dissidents  found  them¬ 
selves  out  in  die  cold,  deprived 
of  a  huge  share  of  the  money 
from  television  contracts  and 
the  International  Motor  Sport 
Federation  (FI A)  prize-fund 
that  makes  up  a  significant 
part  of  their  annual  funding. 

The  Concorde  Agreement 
divides  the  sport's  financial 
rewards  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  is  split  into  two 
halves,  the  first  divided  equal¬ 
ly  among  the  signatories,  the 
other  among  berth  signatories 
and  non-signatories.  The  sec¬ 
ond  part  is  also  divided  into 
two  halves  paid  out  according 
to  the  previous  season's  results 
and  on  results  achieved 
throughout  the  46  years  of  the 
world  championship. 

Williams,  McLaren  and 
Tyrrell  gambled  on  the  FLA 
not  being  able  to  run  the 


**•  Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan 
BRIDGE  CORRESPONDENT 


Most  of  the  slam  hands  that 
we  have  looked  at  over  the 
past  few  weeks  have  been 
extremely  good  contracts  —  I 
think  the  worst  one  was  a 
be  tier  than  75  per  cent  shot. 
What  odds  do  you  need  when 
bidding  a  slam? 

The  mathematics  varies  a 
little  depending  on  vulnerabil¬ 
ity  and  the  form  of  scoring  but 
in  general  a  small  slam  has  to 
be  better  than  about  50  per 
cent  for  h  to  be  worth  bidding. 
Say  Six  Spades  was  a  50  per 
cent  contract.  That  means  that 
if  you  played  it  twice  in  slam 
you  would"  expect  to  make  once 
and  go  down  once.  Not  vulner¬ 
able  at  rubber  bridge,  a  game 
js  worth  about  300  points.  So 
you  score  +980  when  you 
make  it  (ISO  below  the  line  and 

300  for  the  invisible  game 
bonus  and  500  for  the  slam 
bonus},  and  -50  when  you  go 
down,  far  net  +930  in  two  tries. 

If  you  stay  in  Five  and  make 
Six  you  will  score  ISO  below 
the  line  and  300  for  the  game 
bonus,  making  480  points.  If 
you  only  make  eleven  tricks 
you  score  450  points.  So  in  two 
attempts  you  would  also  make 
930  points.  Thus  when  the 
slam  is  50  per  cent  it  makes  no 
difference  in  the  long  run 
whether  you  bid  it  or  noL  (A 
great  difference  in  the  short 
run  though.) 

You  netri  better  odds  for  a 
grand  slam.  You  are  usually 
risking  losing  a  sure  small 
slam  bonus.  Generally  speak¬ 
ing  odds  of  around  70  per  cent 
are  needed.  The  calculation  is 
similar  to  the  one  1  have 
described  above.  If  the  grand 


is  about  70  per  cent  your 
average  gain  is  the  same 
whether  you  bid  it  or  stay  in  a 
small  slam.  Of  course  it  is 
often  difficult  to  judge  how 
good  a  grand  is  during  the 
bidding:  you  will  not  go  far 
wrong  if  you  bid  grand  slams 
only  when  you  judge  them  to 
be  lay-down. 

It  is  important  in  a  grand 
slam  to  have  a  more  or  less 
solid  trump  suit  Here  is  an 
example  of  a  specialised  tech¬ 
nique  for  ensuring  that. 


40108781  N  4  AKJ9 

VAKQJ2  VV  E  *1003 

•  AQ2  ..  *843 

+  —  _ _ _  +K65 


West  East 

1  S  3S 

5  NT  7  S 

When  East  raises  to  Three 
Spades.  West's  hand  becomes 
enormous.  All  he  is  interested 
in  is  whether  his  partner  has 
the  ace-king  of  trumps,  so  he 
jumps  directly  to  5  NT  —  the 
Grand  Slam  Force.  Thai  asks 
East  to  bid  Seven  Spades  with 
two  of  the  top  three  honours, 
otherwise  to  sign  off  in  Six 
Spades. 

Say  against  Seven  Spades 
North  leads  a  dub  to  South’s 
queen.  West  ruffe  and  crosses 
to  dummy  twice  in  trumps  to 
ruff  two  more  dubs  in  hand. 
Then  if  there  are  still  trumps 
outstanding  he  can  cross  to  the 
ten  of  hearts  to  draw  them.  He 
makes  four  trumps  in  dum¬ 
my,  three  ruffs  in  hand,  five 
heart  tricks  and  the  ace  of 
diamonds.  It  is  an  example  of 
“dummy  reversal". 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


WORO-WATCH^NG 


By  Philip  Howard 


GRJGNARD 

a.  Chemical  reaction 

b.  A  Swiss  cheese 

c.  Part  of  a  ship*  rigging 


FtICOID 

a.  Like  seaweed 

b.  Reproductive 
c  OrgafFshaped 


MAUSER 

a.  A  firearm 

b.  A  Kenyan  tribesman 

c.  A  trained  cat 
E  PI  STASIS 

a.  Genetic  behaviour 

b.  Platform  in  the  Greek 
theatre 

c.  Writing  of  lesser  Apostles 

Answers  on  page  SO 


championship  without  their 
partidpation  and  there  were 
even  rumours  of  them  at¬ 
tempting  to  set  up  a  separate 
series.  Now  it  appears  that 
they  are  desperate  to  rejoin  the 
fold.  The  other  teams;  how¬ 
ever.  delighted  with  the  extra 
revenue  they  are  receiving,  are 
reluctant  to  let  them  bade  in 
and  the  Concorde  Agreement 
requires  a  unanimous  vote  for 
that  to  happen.  At  their  last 
meeting,  several  weeks  ago, 
they  voted  unanimously  not  to 
re-admit  the  rebels. 

Frank  Williams,  the  Wil¬ 
liams  owner,  said  yesterday 
that  it  was  possible  the  issue 
might  have  to  be  resolved  in 
court  “It  could  be  over  in  a 
week  or  it  could  take  two 
years."  he  said.  “If  it  goes  to 
court  it  will  be  very  long  and 
very  expensive,  but  God  forbid 
it  goes  that  far. 

“There  is  a  great  deal  of 
money  involved  in  the  whole 
thing,  espedally  when  you 
mulitply  it  by  five  years.  But 
when  we  opted  out  there  was 
no  deal  on  the  table.  Eight 
days  after  we  opted  out  a  veiy 
lucrative  offer  was  made  to  die 
other  teams.  They  think  it  is 
Christmas  now  because  they 
have  got  a  lot  more  money. 

“Nobody  gets  a  mortgage 
without  knowing  the  figures 
and  the  terms  were  not  dear 
so  we  were  not  happy  about 
signing  originally.  Subse¬ 
quent  to  our  withdrawal,  a 
statement  was  outlined  which 
made  filings  much  more  satis¬ 
factory  and  it  would  be  in 
everyone's  interests  if  things 
were  resolved.” 

Max  Mosley,  the  president 
of  the  FIA.  also  said  he  was 
keen  to  find  a  solution.  “I 
think  they  [the  rebels]  proba¬ 
bly  regret  their  actions  and  I 
am  doing  everything  I  can  to 
bring  them  back  into  the  fold." 

That  fold  will  include  Alain 
Prost,  the  four-times  world 
champion.  Prost  will  an¬ 
nounce  today  that  he  has 
taken  over  the  French  Ligier 
team,  which  will  be  renamed  , 
Prost  Grand  Prix  before  the 
start  of  this  season  in  Austra¬ 
lia  on  March  9. 


Richard  Krajicek,  of  Holland,  powers  his  way  to  victory  over  Javier  S&nchez.  of  Spain,  in  Dubai  yesterday 


Cash  finds  little  charity  at  home 


From  Aux  Ramsay 
in  DUBAI 


THE  life  of  a  tennis  profes¬ 
sional  is  a  nomadic  existence 
at  the  best  of  times,  but  for  Pat 
Cash  it  is  worse  than  most 
After  losing  to  Wayne  Ferreira 
3-6.  6-2.  7-5  yesterday  in  the 
second  round  of  the  Dubai 
Open,  he  is  now  truly  wander¬ 
ing  through  the  wfldemess. 
For  the  first  time  in  years  he  is 
fit  and  ready  to  launch  a 
serious  attempt  at  yet  another 
comeback,  but  with  a  ranking 
of  No  755,  he  is  all  dressed  up 
with  nowhere  io  play. 

Yesterday  he  proved  that, 
with  a  chance  to  play  the  top 
men,  he  can  still  compete  with 
the  best  —  file  problem  is 
getting  that  chance.  Now  31. 
his  great  moment  of  glory  at 
Wimbledon  in  1987  is  just  a 
memory  and  he  is  relying  on 
the  generosity  of  tournament 
directors  around  the  world  to 


give  him  wild  cards  into  main 
tour  events.  That  generosity  is 
wearing  a  little  thm.  especially 
in  Australia. 

"Irs  just  a  matter  of  getting 
a  couple  of  matches  under  my 
belt,”  he  said.  "Ideally,  I’d  like 
to  play  another  three  or  four 
tournaments  and  get  through 
a  few  rounds  and  then  I  could 
start  to  do  better,  fm  asking 
for  wild  cards  and  seeing  what 
happens,  but  I  don't  know 
freon  week  to  week  where  I'm 
going  and  that  makes  it  tough. 
Some  places  are  happy  to  have 
me  and  some  aren’t” 

In  Australia  at  the  start  of 
the  year  he  found  the  door 
firmly  shut  He  asked  for  a 
wild  card  to  the  Australian 
Open  and  only  got  one  after 
some  debate  and  waiting,  but 
when  it  came  to  the  warm-up 
events  no  one  wanted  to  know. 
As  for  the  Davis  Cup  set-up, 
they  have  long  since  forgotten 
what  Cash  has  to  offer.  It  has 


been  so  long  since  he  has  been 
a  regular  on  the  tennis  circuit 
that  he  believes  that  tire  gener¬ 
al  public  is  convinced  that  he 
retired  years  ago. 

Since  he  lives  in  London  and 
practises  at  Queen's  Club. 
Cash  feels  more  a  part  of  the ' 
British  order  than  his  own. 
“I've  not  been  made  welcome 
by  Davis  Cap  captains  in 
Australia,  which  is  disap¬ 
pointing,”  he  said.  “I've  been 
invited  to  practise  with  the 
British  teams  and  British  guys 
more  or  less  whenever  I  want 
to,  but  I've  never  been  invited 
by  Tennis  Australia  to  do 
anything  at  all.  which  is  sad." 

Unsure  what  he  has  done  to 
offend  fire  powers-that-be 
back  home.  Cash's  only  aim 
these  days  is  to  play  tennis  and 
stay  fit.  Against  Ferreira  there 
were  flashes  of  the  Cash  of  old: 
bustling,  powerful  servesand- 
volley  stuff  that  took  him  to  a 
50  lead  in  die  first  set  as 


Ferreira  took  time  to  settle. 
With  so  little  match  play 
behind  Cash,  though,  it  was 
asking  too  much  of  him  to 
sustain  it.  His  errors  cost  him 
dear  as  Ferriera  began  to  play 
better,  but  if  Cash's  body  has 
let  him  down  over  die  years, 
die  spirit  stays  as  strong  as 
ever  and  he  fought  off  five 
match-points  before  finally 
giving  in  to  the  inevitable. 

When  it  comes  to  Goran 
Ivanisevic,  the  inevitable  tem¬ 
per  tantrums  are  never  far 
away.  Yesterday  he  struggled 
as  much  with  his  mood  as 
with  Bohdan  Ulihrach.  of  the 
Czech  Republic  picking  up  &- 
warning  and  a  point  penalty 
for  racket  abuse,  before  reach¬ 
ing  the  quarter-finals  with,  a 
7-6. 6-4  victory.  He  will  have  to 
keep  his  temper  in  check  if  he 
is  to  get  past  Boris  Becker, 
who  reached  the  last  eight  by 
beating  Sandon  Stolle,  of  Aus¬ 
tralia,  7-6, 6-1. 


Keene  on  chess 


ATHLETICS 


HOCKEY 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


Adams  overwhelmed 


One  of  the  necessary  preconditions 
for  consistent  success  ax  the  high¬ 
est  level  is  a  profound  knowledge 
of  opening  theory.  Gany 
Kasparov.  the  world  champion,  is, 
indeed,  celebrated  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  depth  to  which  he  analyses 
in  advance  the  sharp  systems  he 
kwes  to  employ  in  his  games. 

Although  British  grandmasters 
have  succeeded  in  establishing 
themselves  as  amongst  the  very 
best  in  the  world  and  have  fre¬ 
quently  captured  the  silver  medals 
in  the  world  chess  Olympiads,  it 
cannot  truly  be  said  that  extensive 
opening  preparation  is  one  of  their 
main  strengths.  Grandmaster 
John  Nunn,  the  oo- victor  at  Has¬ 
tings.  is  a  notable  exception  but 
many  of  the  others  prefer  to 
employ  borne-spun  systems  de¬ 
signed  more  lo  throw  the  opponent 
off  balance  than  to  uut-analyse 
them. 

in  the  following  game  grand¬ 
master  Michael  Adams.  Britain's 
No  2  player,  essays  a  somewhat 
rustic  system  against  Kasparov. 
Far  from  being  thrown  a  IT  balance, 
Kasparov  obtains  a  small  bui  dear 
advantage  from  the  opening  and 
never  relaxes  his  grip. 

White  Garry  Kasparov 
Blade  Michael  Adams 
Linares.  February  1997 
Alekhine's  Defence 

1  e4  NtS 

2  s5  NdS 

3  CW  ds 

4  Nf3  dxes 

5  Nxe5  g6 

6  Bed  efi 

7  0-0  Bg? 

a  Rel  o-o 

9  Bb3  Nd7 

10  M3  N7tb 

11  C4  Nc7 

12  h3  c5 

13  Nfi3  CXd4 

14  Nxd4  Ne6 


15  Be3 

16  Qxdd 

17  Gh4 
13  c5 

19  axb3 

20  64 

21  BM 

22  Rate? 

23  Nxd5 

24  Qg4 

25  Qd7 

26  Rxd7 

27  Radi 

28  Bd6 

29  R*r 

30  Rbl 

31  Ret 

32  efi 

33  c7 


Nxd4 

BeB 

Qa5 

Bxb3 

Qc7 

aS 

Qc6 

Nd5 

Q«S 

Rae8 

Qxd7 

Bxb2 

Re4 

Rea 

Bc3 

Red 

RWM 

Rd4 

Black  resigns 


REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH  BnMi  Pofca 
3  Ova  Stevies  1  (Hatton). 


ICE  HOCKEY 


9mm 


REAL  TENNIS 


BASKETBALL 


Diagram  of  final  poshion 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA]:  ABante 
106  Toronto  84.  Chartotc  tt3  New  Jereey 
100;  Cfevebnd  S3  Indiana  7$:  Deni  96 
Ortando  87.  LA  Latas  100  Mnmsota  84; 
Vancouver  106  Son  Antonio  101:  Phoenx 
131  Boston  100 

EUROPEAN  CLUB  CHAMHONSHS* 
Group  G:Pau^MhQ2  (France)  77  Lpiflana 
CSoverM)  71.  Group  H:  Barcelona  75 
Partcart  Btegrate  73 


RUGBY  UNION 


REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH  Oxford  Urtv- 
ersSy  25  Am*  47:  A£by  31  RAF  14. 
CLUB  MATCHES:  Btecktoteti  24  Lflugh- 
tJOrtXJgti  Students  31 


SAILING 


CRICKET 


BT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE:  TNrd  leg: 


SHEFFIELD  SHIELD:  Hobart  (thrd  day  of 
tou)  South  Australia  387  and  127-3  (M 
Fans  83  not  oil]:  Tasmans  248  IR  T 
Pontrq  126. 4  C  Scudon  5-43). 

DURBAN:  Trtangidar  aortas:  Rnab  Into 
191-9  (50  ovtjrcj;  South  Africa  42-1  (14  3 
overs)  Maldr  abandonee  Upraise  ol  rain 


«»  Wave  Warn  479;  4.  Nude®  Bednc 
478: 5.  P ase  To  Remember  479;  6. 
Conceit  479.  7.  Goto*  Teammk  484;  B. 
Comma  oa!  Urwn  486:  9.  Motorola  490; 


Hospital  fundraising 


CYCLING 


On  Saturday  March  22, 1  will  take 
on  ad-comers  in  a  nmulumeous  to 
take  place  in  the  boardroom  of  Si 
George’s  Hospital,  Tooting,  Loo- 
don  SW17.  TIk  goal  is  (o  raise 
funds  for  the  St  George's  Hospital 
Hold  My  Hand  appeal  which  aims 
to  raise  El  million  for  their  Chil¬ 
dren*  intensive  Care  Unit  Details 
and  entry  forms  arc  available  from 
Lucy  de V32e.  The  Appeal  Office.  St 
George^  Hospital  {tel:  01SF72S 
50%}.  The  cut-off  date  for  entries  is 
Saturday  .March  25  and  only  30 
places  are  available. 


TOUR  OF  1UE  MEDITERRANEAN:  first 
stags  (loam  from  Bezos  to  La  Granto 
Men]- 1.  M  Qpofera  u  Saseol  3ir  llrrtn 
CGsce;  Z  M  SMZ3ar  ill.  RtrSotjctf  3,  F 
Batoxn  PL  MG  Tectwogymfc  i,  E  Leon  fit 
AMI:  5,  L  GKwanra  (R,  TeSrttom);  6. 5  Qalhe 
(Ft.  Cssraj  ag  same  Bme 


FOOTBALL 
KckoR  730  unless  stated 

Nattanwids  League 
Third  division 

Cotehester  v  Chester  (7.45)  - 


_ FOOTBALL 

Wadnasdey1*  Me  results 


FAI  HARP  LAQBt  NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
Premier  cSvWon:  Bchcrrear®  v  G;;'i  +7  45). 
Duidalk  v  St  Pam  sABi  (7.4S):  Shamrock 
v  Shetooume  (7.43}. 

OTHEH  MATCH;  Brentard  v  Southampton 
(7451. 


MillM 


□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 


EUROPEAN  UMJBL21  CHAUPtOfi 
SMP  Qmifyfog  group  taw  England  1 
Italy  0  . 

BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  Piwnt 
dvMarc  Pctpocwd:  Ft«n  v  Mamomes 
Second  driu»  Postponed:  Biecrtn  v 
Hamftm.  Thfcd  dhtoron:  Ross  County  a 
Inverness  CT  j  Postponed.  Atm  v  A&> a. 
East  String  v  Arbraatfi 
DUTCH CUf*  TNrd  round:  WllgrrrtJTi town 
2  Grenrnsn  0:  Psv  Eavtnven  2  AZ 
Aftmaar  3  p-2  alter  nnt,  AZ  on 
gotdervgo#  nde; 


While  to  play.  This  position  is  from 
foe  gome  Agdestein  —  Adams. 
Iceland  1994.  As  well  as  being 
Norway's  top  grandmaster.  Simen 
Agdenein  has  also  pfayed  inter¬ 
national  football  for  Ids  country. 
How  did  he  put  the  ball  in  the  bade 
of  the  net  in  (his  game  from  Ids 
match  against  Briam's  Michael 
AdamS? 


Solution  on  page  50 


MSilOURNE  Auattu*n  Masters:  firs 
round  lAus  unless  statedl  84:  L  Parsons 


Other Mte»! 89: PScnfar  7%R0&tt  73: 
C  Pwiy.  JTommohJ  (USj.  B  Jackson  |<58). 
LA  MANQA:  Strofcesovor  Mastanr  load¬ 
ers  alter  frn»  rounds:  207;  □  Part 
l&jfgHI  VaUml  68,  71.  68.  21Q-.  L  Donald 
f3cactons&etoi  7?.  TO.  68.  Sit:  8  Taytor 
rmqtpe Hamn  69. n  sna g wtssiw- 

wims  (NhWrth  Sprral  73  TO.  TO  other 
■core:  230:  N  MwceS  (Woodbury  Parti  79. 
71  79. 


Rugby  union 
A  international  matches 

Franco  v  Emoratro  Wales 

(aIP6nguBux,830) . . 

Ireland  v  England 

(at  Dormywook  2.3CB . 

Under-21  international  matches 
France  v  Watos 

(at  StadeCotornbefi,  Parts.  6.0) _ 

Ireland  v  England 

■  (at  Greystanes.  3  0) . 

Tour  matches 

BatttwlvSW  Districts  (SAi  (7.45) . 

Pantypridd  v  Pietano  (SA)  (7.0)  . 

AngkhWaWi  competition 
Group  A 

MaestegvAchmond(70) _ _ ... 

Club  matches 

Bestow  Rangere  v  Northampton  (7  -0L-- 

Bridgend  v  Bath  (7X1) . . . . 

lianett  v  Leeds  (7.0)  .  . . . . 

Neatti  v  Saracens  (7.0).. -  - 

Newport  v  Gloucester  (7.0) . . . 

OkJ  Belvedere  v  Lacestm  f7  ®-  _ 

Safa  v  Cambntlee  Urtvenaty  (7.15) ..  . 


Slalom  failure  dents 
Wiberg’s  medal  bid 


PERN1LLA  WIBERG.  the  leading  skier  this  season [  on  toe 
Cop  circuit  straddled  a  gate  wrat  cwfi  wthefog 
slalom  run  of  the  women's  combined  event  at  mr vwma 
skiine  championships  in  Sestnere  yesterday, 
events,  makes  it 

toish  Wittout .  wUte  l «  Of 


finish  witnout  a  meoai.  i  k  « uwuuui 

event  was  called  off  earlier  haanse  of  high  wznds  and  is 

rescheduled  to  be  be  held  this  morning. 

Wiberg,  26,  of  Sweden,  ts  Mas  fefendmg  vroi rid  and 
Olympic  champion  in  combined  and  leads  the  WoiW 
stidings  in  overall,  slalom  and  super  giant  slalom. 
Where's  disappointing  runs  have  seen  her  tau  to  gam 
places  in  slalom  after  going  out  in  the  second  run.  In  super 
Seeiant  slalom,  she  was  seventh  and  in  giant  slalomsixth. 
The  three-time  wurid  champion  will  have  her  foal  chance 
in  the  downhill  on  Saturday  -  die  final  day  of  toe 
championships.  She  wfll  not.  however,  be  among  toe 
favourites,  haying  never  won  a  World  Cup  downhill. 


Graf  withdraws 


TENNIS:  Steffi  Graf  has  failed  to  shake  off  a  knee  injuiyin 
time  to  play  in  a  tournament  in  Hanover  next  week.  The 
women’s  worid  No  1,  who  injured  her  Idft  knee  during  an 
event  in  Tokyo  fast  month,  said  yesterday:  “I  must  flunk  of 
the  long-term  future.  I  do  not  ward  to  make  a  hurried  return 
only  for  my  knee  to  get  worse."  , , 

□  Greg  Rusedski  continued  his  recent  winning  run  with  an 
easy  straight-sets  win  over  Alejandro  Hernandez:  of  Mexico, 
in  the  first  round  of  the  San  Jose  Open  in  California. 


Waugh  fares  well 


.  Cricket  Steve  Waugh,  right, 
made  a  spectacular  72  off  44 
balls  in  a  one-day  match 
against  Nicky  Oppenhei- 
mer’s  Invitation  XI  to  help 
the  Australians  make  a  win¬ 
ning  start  to  their  tour  of 
South  Africa  at  Randjes- 
fontein  yesterday.  Australia 
declared  on  284  for  seven, 
with  their  opening  batsmen. 
Matthew  Haydon  (60)  and 
Matthew  Elliott  (91)  putting 
on  124  for  the  first  wicket  In 
spite  of  a  brilliant  133  Ity 
Neff  McKenzie,  file  Invita¬ 
tion  XI  lost  by  19  runs. 


Fogarty  falls 


Motorcycling:  Carl  Fogarty,  of  Great  Britain,  crashed  twice 
on  his  Ducafi  during  Superhike  testing  at  Laguna  Seca  in 
California  yesterday.  He  hit  his  head  in  the  morning  and 
then,  in  the  afternoon,  fell  again.  “I  camedown  on  my  head 
andbackandhurt  trty  ribs."  Fogarty  said.  “It  was  a  real  pity 
because  I  was  starting  to  enjoy  riding  and  I  was  on  for  a 
quw&  lap  for  sore."  He  had  to  settle  for  a  fastest  lap  of  lmin 
2fo893sec,  more  than  0.7sec  behind  John  Kocmski  of  the 
United  States. 


Quarterback  switch 


American  football:  The  Scottish  Claymores  announced 
yesterday  that  SpeoceTisdier,  oHSe  Miami  Dolphins,  mil 
join  them  as  a  quarterbackfor  Worid  League  season  and  not 
John  Kftna,  of  Seattle  Seahawks,  as  they  had  said  on 
Wednesday.  Fischer,  who  was  ranked  second  in  all-time 
passing  yardage  (9,021)  and  touchdowns  (48)  at  Duke 
University,  will  vie  with  Dave  Bam  of  the  San  Francisco 
49ers,  for  file  Claymores  starting  quarterback  (dace  in  the 
new  season,  which  begins  in  April.  • 


ia  Oooan  Row  484;  11.  Saw  Tin  CW- 
ren  498: 12,  IVna  &  Tala  519;  13.  3Com 
521;  14,  Courtauids  (nCwnstbnar  524. 


MARSEILLES;  Man’s  tournament  Rnt 
round:  T  Enqvfat  (Swe)  bt  P  Fredrikason 
(Sw)  6-1. 6-2:  P  Korda  (Cz]  btFRog  (Bete) 
4-6. 64. 7-6:  M  RoeGSt  (S«it)  bt  QSoraler 


SQUASH 


(AustrW  6-1.  W;  H  Dreetonan  (Qor)  bl  T 
Champion  Fr]  6-2, 3-1  ret  Second  round: 


TENNIS 


—  ,w.__/jtJvan  Hart  (Befl  6-2.  B-4.M 
Larason  (Swe)  bl  A  Qenvart  Jprl  6-3.  6-1. 
□raefonann  W  T  CteboneB  ^  1-6-  7-5. 
6-1;  Enqvtar  bt  D  Hrtxny  (Sfavataa)  S3. 
B-2. 

PARS:  Women's  lotvmment  Second 
round:  M  Hfagls  (Swttfi bt  S  Rmna  (ft)  6-3, 
6C I  Majd  bl  AO  Skfat  (Frt  6-4, 63; 
M  PSaroe  (m  Wo  A  Cord  (C2)  scr.  J 
NovDfrn  (Ca  bt  K  Boogerr  (HoQ  62, 64;  A 
Huber  (Gerfbt  S  AppSranB  (Bet)  6-3. 62; 
N  Tauatf  <frt  bl'  K  Haboudova  (Stovafoa) 
6-4,  7-6;  Y  Besute'  flmW  bt  B  Schuta- 
McCarthy  (HoS)  64,  ifi,  62. 

CWQWaij  Man's 
Second  round  [GB  unless  statod): 

M  A  Aamw  7-iS,  63:  D  van 
D  Draper 60. 63:  TSptote 
.  vjftoas)  64.  67.  7-S:  A 
Ffctantson  bl  R  Chess  njg  6-2. 67, 6-3;  A 
Foster  bt  M  HwSsctei  (Oaf  1-6, 64,  7-6:  T 
Lsrttam  (Aus)  bt  P  Eihonft  (Qart  64. 61.  T 
Kefoto  btM  BmtoW  OQ  64. 67. 64;  V 
IWcto  Prt  MWaal  7-6.  7-6:  LM9&oan  be  A 
64.  6Z  C  PrffiHrfey  &fe)  til  H 
in)  7^.  6-3;  M  SBWftng  0«1  W 
M.  64;  D  van  Uteter,  (Bel)  U 
(SA)  63,  62;  T  Sptoks  bt  T 
6-2. 0-6.  6-4;  A  FEdwrcfeon 
6-3;  J  Dtigado  bt  E  Lenart 


Larftfwn 
bl  A  Foster 
&er)G-Z&3- 
BffMiNGHAM:  Women’s  nUU  toun»- 


SddBi  W  J  Oigu9My6^.  7-fi;  LLaUmer  bl 
S,  QS?S88  <R2  7-6:  L  AH  M  L 

Woodrofe  7^  64;  TPooKt^k  (Bela)  bl  J 

6 1 . 3-e,  &n.  O  fvanuva  (ftoss)  b(  £  Band  7- 
5.  C  Taylor  bl  H  ftMaws  61.  64 
Third  round:  AN  bt  Latimer  64.  61; 
Poutoh*  bt  Luoova  61.  62.  SrtdaJ  » 

Cross  61. 62:  Taytor  bt  Ivanova  64. 62. 


Depth 
L  ^ 


_  „  Waafoar 

Contflions  Runs  to  (5pm)  last 

Piste  Oftfp  resat  *C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Sokfau 


O'yp^spftTgmrK&^^s^imxIfun)^  2 


AUSTRIA 

Wayrh°ten  iSwaJLw  i2°^  ^varied  Ctos«l  snow  2  13/2 

*  « 

S6B  tow complete:  snmfag  at  Iasi} 


3  136 

FRANCE  ' 

Wp0tfHOeZ  Mctv 9°^  snow  -1  13/2 
fiuoriaz  rs?  ^e^wnds:  outlook  axcatentj 

«-  *  Z 

uerfce!  w‘Sn?^he^™powdBronal//ure)  . 

LaPl^jne 

ITALY  GoncKJons  dosing  Ms:  mom  snow  £o  corns) 

CWVi™a  90  «25!L.a5?_  heav7  good  snow  0  13/2 

LMgno  80 

!no”  ■* 

SWTTZBTLANO  w 

C  Montana  vaied  worn  snow  .5  13/2 

Vobfar  coxflfortsj 

{Ah  cLiJSLi  jariai  fejr  snow  ^  13^ 

VHars 

1  iae 

Source:  Ski  Club  ^Sraat  Brian  L  -  lower  stopoa;  u  -  upper,  a^-  artilidal.. 


OTHER  SPORT 

SASKETBALL-  Budmissr  Laaguro  Br- 
nwsraro  *  Thames  Vafley  p  301 
SHOOKEft  intanaflonal  Open  fin 
Abofdoen)  *’ 


SaasFee 

Verbier 


w  an  ■  tm* |* 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14  1997 


RACING:  GOLD  CUP  PICTURE  FURTHER  CONFUSED  BY  TUMBLE  OF  HOURIGAN-TRAINED  HOPE 


Dorans  Pride  suffers  fall  from  grace 

^  _  ...  u&or  re 


By  Richard  Evans 

RACING  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  uooertainry  which  has 
surrounded  leading  hopes  for 
this  year's  Cheltenham  Gold 
Cup  continued  at  Thurles 
yesterday  when  Dorans  Pride 
made  die  first  serious  mistake 
of  his  chasing  career  —  and 
thereby  added  to  die  confusion 
facing  punters. 

Ironically,  the  Michael 
Hourigan-trained  nine-year- 
old  had  fenced  superbly  and 
looked  like  running  out  the 
easy  winner  of  the  Kinloch 
Brae  Chase  until  he  tipped  up 
at  the  penultimate  fence,  when 
four  lengths  dear  of  his  rivals. 
Dorans  Pride  put  in  an  extra 
stride  approaching  the  fence, 
got  in  too  close  and  took  a 
heavy  fell,  but  appeared  none 
the  worse  aftervrards. 

“1  think  he  would  have  won 


Nap:  SPLENDID  THYNE 
(130  Sandown  Park) 
Next  best:  Certainly  Strong 
(2.00  Sandown  Park} 


and  so  does  Shane  (Brod¬ 
erick].  We  will  see  how  he  is  in 
the  morning  but  no  decision 
on  the  Gold  Cup  will  be  takpn 
for  a  couple  of  weeks,  and 
there  would  have  to  be  cut  in 
the  ground  for  him  at  Chelten¬ 
ham,"  Hourigan  said. 

A  quick  loot  at  Ladbrokes' 
revised  ante-post  prices  for  the 
Gold  Cup  serves  only  to 
underline  die  quandary  now 
facing  backers.  Imperial  Call, 
who  misses  an  intended  en¬ 
gagement  at  Gowran  Park 
tomorrow,  remains  the  7-2 
favourite  despite  having  suf¬ 
fered  a  badly  interrupted  cam¬ 
paign.  Dorans  Pride  is  stiU.4-1 
while  Danolt,  a  feller  in  two  of 
his  five  chases,  is  5-1  (from  6-1). 

Dublin  Flyer,  arguably  best 
at  distances  short  of  three 
miles,  is  a  6-1  shat  and  Coome 
Hill,  a  feller  at  Sandown 


Juyush.  nearside,  dears  file  second  on  his  way  to  a  comfortable  success  in  file  Village  Novices'  Hurdle  at  Sandown  Park,  yesterday 


recently  is  on  8-1.  .The  Grey 
Monk,  who  fell  at  Leopards- 
town  last  time,  is  a  12-1  chance 
with  Mr  Mulligan,  who  fell  in 
the  King  George  and 
Addington  Boy,  beaten  by 
Dublin  Flyer  in  his  last  race. 

Fortunately,  die  Champion 
Hurdle  picture  is  much  dear¬ 
er  and  a  fascinating  insight 
into  the  race  was  offered  at 
Sandown  yesterday  by  Jamie 
Osborne,  who  has  ridden  both 
Collier  Bay  and  Large  Action 
to  victory  this  season.  Oliver 
Sherwood’s  stable  jockey  will 
partner  Large  Action  at  Chel¬ 


tenham,.  but .  he  suggested 
discreetly  Aar  punters  have 
probably  got  it  right  fcy  having 
Collier  Bay  as  favourite. 

“One  is  a  3-1  chance  and  the 
other  is  a  54  chance.  Given 
what  Collier  Bay  achieved  last 
season  and  now  that  he  has 
had  a  run  he  deserves  to  be 
favourite,  but  If  you  are  an  a  5- 
2  second  favourite  you  have 
same  chance  of  winning  and  / 
am  not  discounting  Large 
Action  as  a  potential  Champi¬ 
on  Hurdle  winner. 

“It  is  hard  to  equate  the  two 
horses  because  they  have  run 


under  different  ground  condi¬ 
tions.  When  Collier  Bay  ran  at 
Towcester  it  was  soft,  while 
Large  Action  has  won  an 
festisb  ground.  I  have  been 
impressed  with  Large  Action 
all  season  but  1  had  to  be 
impressed  by  Collier  Bay  last 
week.  He  will  come  on  a  lot  for 
the  run." 

Osborne  was  speaking  after 
another  Jim  Old-trained 
horse,  Juyush,  had  main¬ 
tained  his  unbeaten  record 
over  hurdles  in  the  opener  at 
Sandown.  Although  he  won 
by  21  lengths  at  odds  of  6-1  on. 


the  ex- Flat  horse  will  need  to 
improve  his  jumping  to  have 
any  chance  in  die  Supreme 
Novices'  or  Royal  SunAlliance 
Hurdle  at  Cheltenham. 

“Jamie  said  he  was  fright¬ 
ened  when  another  horse  fell 
alongside  him  at  the  third 
flight  of  hurdles  and  some- 
filing  jumped  into  him,"  Old 
said..  “He  switched  oft  for  a 
jump  or  two.  We  wont  go  for 
the  Champion  Hurdle  and  die 
ground  will  probably  dictate 
which  race  he  runs  in  at 
Cheltenham." 

The  Wroughton  trainer  is 


thrilled  with  die  way  Collier 
Bay  has  come  out  of  his 
Towcester  race  and.  in  self- 
mocking  tones,  he  added: 
“Only  I  can  muck  it  up  now.” 

Coome  HilL  Osborne's  like¬ 
ly  mount  in  the  Gold  Cup.  will 
run  in  the  Jim  Fbrd  Chase  at 
Wincanton  next  Thursday 
provided  there  is  decent 
ground.  Osborne  believes  the 
Hennessy  Gold  Cup  winner  is 
not  without  a  chance  but 
added:  “If  he’s  got  a  chance  in 
the  Gold  Cup,  he  must  be  a 
good  thing  in  the  Grand 
National  with  IOst  61  br 


2.55  BJftOPEAN  BREEDERS  FUND  NATIONAL 
HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE  (Qualifier  £2.701: 2m  41)  (8) 


THUNDERER 

1 .45  Sousse.  220  Wbcoe  Wander.  255  Clinton.  3-30 
Merilena.  4.05  PrinzaL  4.40  KhUhvl 


Cart  Evans:  4.05  Cab  On  Target 


GOING’  GOOD 


1  0-30  APflfl.  SEVBfTH  28  J  Ntrth  M1-0 - W  total 

2  1-65  MCnc  TRUM 13  ®  MBra4axt6-H-fl - PHofcy 

5  002  HJfTCN  22  K  Bafley  641-0 - CQDvjcr 

4  00  HOUWAU  BAY  28  L  Materia#  911*0 — - - JR** 

5  -232  PEACE  LORD  24  K>  Mb  Often*  7-11-0 - JFTUV 

6  48  SURER  RAPCR  81  E  felted  5-11-0 - BFOtai 

7  48PCLAOTAMWM5  08*1*7-184 - UBmmaa 

a  15  H€ LADY CAPTAM IS (G) D Ibera'5-IM - Kfiftte 

94  Prate  Loft  7-4  CtataL  6-1  Aral  StasG.  10-1  Aid*  Trtaa^v.  12-1  to 
fepfar.7teUarOpftfc.2F!  rtta  . 


THUNDERER 

205  Danbys  Gorse.  240  Real  Tonic.  3.15 
ALZVUJ  (nap).  350  Dual  image.  4.20  Crown 
Equerry.  455  Generous  Streak. 


THUNDERER 

210  B  Nido.  245  Absolute  Magic.  3.20  State  Of 
Caution.  3.55  Defrob.  4.25  Forza/r.  5.00 
Mutahadeth. 


GOING  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES) 
TOTE  JACXPOT  MEETING  - 


GOING:  STANDARD  DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE 


1 .45  SHBUNGHAMSBiJNfi  H/MDKAPfBBDLE 

{£2.740  2m)  flT  mreiers) 


1  -000  MOnaUM|CD^jfeKi»-11-1D - titan 

2  26S-  CAFTAN  IIARMALAtt  15FDThara 911-7.—' -  KGtoft 

3  156D  SNMEKUND 24<S) JW*» 4-114 -  IfcBWailJryP) 

<  ODD  SOUSSE  28  tesMfewtor4-1M - P»*> 

c  603-  EMEHAU)  VEMItfltf  263  (D/jG)  F  Ctai19tl-Z_  4FTlfcy 

6  -332  SUl«IB*VfliA4|Mf)K1te9ta911-1 - Jlten 

7  KXJ3  OR  OWE  S  PQraangi  911-1 - - - •  Rto 

£  424 0  IVORflV'S  IWD  165  i  Wntfaglacl  8-1 1- 1 - CfOtff) 

3  -MQ  POCOHO  KMGHT 125  C  Jones  740-12 - J  A  McCarthy 


3.30  BET  WIH  THE  tOTC  NOVUB  CHASE 

(Qualifier.  £3,3^  3m  llOyti)  (7) 


2M  KOHIHBW  RACWG  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2285: 2n)  (8  iwnos) 


2.10 


LAXTON  HANDICAP  (£2.346: 2m)  (9  runners) 


15  4002  RUTHS  GAIffiLE  9  (MM)  Vn  l  Jw*«  9192 —  DUfe 
::  «»  JUSTAS£AU»»teLJB>teB91M - TDasataR 


xx.  9-2  Mcrflara.91  Metal  State.  191  OraM  la*.  ShawraBay. 
JJA2S-1  Mrttaet 


9120 - A  Onto  89 

7-11-13 - B  Sta«  92 

1 7-11-9 _ AS Smtt  90 

i-n-3 _ Oteare  & 

10-11 - LOto  08 

SO05-IM  f  tttotoip)  87 

MH - _  pSriry  98 

tartay9l92..  Glrap)  85 


«  Bend  fettet  3-1  S»a*t  4-1  tab?  Gene.  5-1  Bute.  7-J  Mm  8-1  ft* 
Spanv,  12-1  On 


1  4134  B.ND0 4  (CDJfiSIDQBpm 9-10-4 (4b4  HBas8ftrai(5)4 

2  -322  MASTER  fOQESSXKEB  7  (ftCD.G)  W  ftfcssm  99-7 

DRMcMaS 

3  -188  PARXZJE  78  (C.G) P  Ksston  5-M - P6aa*(7)7 

4  004-  UkMBMWMIASy  MiaO too 7^-13 _.  SSftPdHsfi 

5  3311  OJiM4ARTVRAGH.il  JfWas  7-ft-lfl  DH»ano9 

6  0441  FIASCO  11 II 4-8-7 - LChanoskB 

7  01V  WWJJllinH0UrEIH)14jp^lMSowBbj9W 

Pfte«y©5 

B  009  SWlfWOffi SIPfSAEMJJ  Brttaafcy 44-4  .  NCaft*2 

9  400  MAPa«2(qjQil»Hn9«-1__ .  JMont 

>1-4  Haler  FouMu.  «->  Ktamta  Srt  5-1  Mite  8-1  B  Mdn>  B-1  U 
Uaontam.  Rnst*.  tO-1  Itopngo.  12-1  s»ws. 


5-_  ScjSs  a-l  EneOU  VWm  8-1  Catoln  ltoRBtoto.StoniiniVBte7.il> 
o&s.  9*  Eortte  12-1  nto. 


2.20  PRWCE  CARLTON  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,036:  3m  IlC^tl)  (10) 


4.05  WALTS)  WALK  MEMORIAL  CUP  HUNTBl 
CHASE  (Amateurs:  £2566: 2m  5f  110yd)  (10) 


2.40  BORDBi  MMSTRS  SUNDAY  LUNCH  NOVICES 
CHASE  (£3534: 2m  41)  (9) 


2.45  HARDWICK  CLAIMING  STAKES 

{£234:  im)  (14) 


1  12Q  MB5E20P 

2  KM  CABOtoTA 


pff)  AtofB-ii-io - - - Eton*  (7) 

IRGET  13{D>£^  14a  U  May  11-11-10 


!  21 -P  ARHC  VANGS  13  (CJJJBfJFAS)  0 IBM IHM  Um*m 

2  305  QARROI  WE  BRAVE  23  (DS)C8wto 912-0...  GBrxtq 

j  P513  WHPPBB  m»(I  n  (US)  S  Ctote-tatB  ^ 

4  0605  *R  IS  (&05)  N  Gsyten  WJHnton 

5  433*  GLEB  VBRAGE  14  tCOF.G^l  M  Corxnte  l2’1^,  MCQorta 

f  4VP  CALL  ME  EARLY  10  Miss  JDB»  12-11-3-  lUewct 
-  ^•G0OTF0RAlAUSH1B(^AI«te13.1(FWGs^pj 

=  -F55  WDlM «swa 70 U aeefcta* M0-7._- - 

3  P«P4  W^fiATCIIlGJItoLJ^U-IM^-OUato 
■Z  P-50  SOUNDS  G0U3SI 24  JWto  W W- IftrR  Wattji  f7) 

-  •  J  'i,xx  ’.VCTfer  4-1  Oaien  Ite  Bate.  92  VtoffR  Oeft#*.  5-1 »  tooter. 
E--  “M'S  A  Uu^V  7-1  Alts  VAnQS.  12-1 


SSton 

SWSOTB® 

AltotanQ 

c  vigcu  0 
RVMto*  0 
WBondm 


3  1M 

4  47V 

5  1B8 
S  IM 

7  Mi- 

8  194 

9  Zt-F 

.  «  apw 

*8  6b  Oo  TtoseL  8-1  Pin  Bow.  10-1  Jot  Jack.  Mo  to  Tito,  IM  Unite  M-1 
EstoH  20-(  eta. 


201  2354  IE  DSOTAN  8  ffj  Ms  D  town  10-11-8 - 0  Palter  95 

202  OW  AMSTOCBMS 11  Mrs LlteM 8-11-3 - KJntoin  - 

203  4323  BOLD  ACC0UT 10  (te£9  6  Mon  7-11-3 - ADobtto  9B 

204  WM  COOLRafrBVTtafesooB-IM - lfcMHtai*son  - 

205  -3P3  COOU  LANE  6  BSS  J  Den  10-11-3 - Tfto  Q 

206  -64P  DARK  BLD7  25  BUKtaisHt  6-11-3 - - - 8  Storey  79 

207  3331  H.TUUA 27 ftteSSmft 7-11-3 - RGWst  79 

2tB  501-  REAL  T0MC  347  (RJSRttW  7-11-3 - -  .  PCsrtaoy  - 

209  14)5  WWARA 11  IF) Sinister 7-11-3 - Hltacfi  - 


209  1-05  ROBARA 11  RSUateter  7-11-3 - NLteCfl  - 

5-20aqd  Lm.  3-1  ft*l  Arxnunt  8-1 M  rate.  7-1  tote  8-1  Artstatans 
M  Buy.  Li  Denton.  12-1  otten. 


4.40  CROMER  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.988: 2m)  (6) 


3.15  HBMESSY  COGNAC  SPECIAL  SERIES  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£8.148: 2m)  (6) 

an  -211  AL2UUI 2B  IDfjBJi) JFinge&d  l-Jl-7 - PCtoteryM 


4  06 

5  460- 

6  4U5 

7  00-1 

8  900 

9  -000 

10  0-45 

11  HM 

12  0-43 

13  0007 

14  540- 
M  Mntffs 


ABSOLUTE  MAGIC  42  (DRTF.BA  W  ttagftas  7-9-7  W  Ryan  1 
JOSEPH'S VME 10  (S&f.B) DMdinta 997  AtafewnsZ 
RAMB0  WALT2SI 4  $tofF}JRJS)  0  WW  5-91 

ton  Wands  (7)  13 

LOST W TW POST 7 C IbWWJi 4-8- 13_  Dr»MtX*mn12 
VMTTHBELUSHARRy 2SJ  J  Bmy 4-8-13..  CLoWher(7)5 

N0R77EW MK 4  (tt£) N  WJb 5*9 - SHNmo *8 

SARAS  42  (CJXQ  M  Canatho  5-8-9 _ L  Chan**  14 

WAflHURSTWpMJD  took  98-7  CarByn  Bates  (7)  4 

MAJOR  MOUSE  14  (DOfJB)  W  Hagh  986 - RUw*10 

lACHESS  24  D  Mdtato  98-4 - JBr»nhBp)3 

CO*aW  UP  22  J«s4-S-2 -  N  Atoms  6 

GD07 26 (CD.G) J Hebtikn 98-2 . .  NKonedy7 

LAOYWESTttJRt  1144  P  (tons  68-2 - S  Onto  11 

GOLDEN  1YKE2BI  Mbs  HUBbbW - JCMmB 

to  4-1  Ranbo  Water,  6-1  AfasAte  U(te  91  Sarasi.  191 
n*.  HateoL  12-1  oftea. 


COURSE  SPECiAUSTS 


TftaBBB:  0  Sheraood.  4  aa«e^_twm  10  nuxis.  0 
Stui.  12  Oam  37. 3S-A.X  8 to  61 tog.  3 

fim  15. 200%;  NbS  D  ton.  4  tan  21. 198*. .Wf  W»K 
JOCKEYS.  2  A  MsCjrttor.  4  toes  twm  12  rides.  3X3*.  Itotoi 
SSowl  ritaw^a^-tWygalttBrs.  _ _ 


■  <S]  J4Wfe  7-12-47  T OftKOteto  Q) 

ShetMod  7-11-10 _ JAlfcttafiy 

15  C  Egakn  7-11-8 

4  . 3212  WKTAM 38W8T Donate 7-197 - 7 -  W2 

5  Tiff  B«g>ae5£ohnf(G0/fi>6Bawr1919«.-.KaBto 

6  M0  AJ0AR 15 (CtL® O.Brmn 9190 - Mttnaa* 

.  6-4  Lad  MeMunto.54  MmftM.  7-2  igntod.  5-1  lUkteatoOnr.  29i 

1  After,  33-1  kWr  Emote 


an  -271  ALZULU  2B  £Uv&5}  J  AapsfcJ  971-7 - Pfetoy  M 

362  2112  GOOD  VBES  55  (ffjGJTfetorW  5-11-7 - ^R  Gantlj  ® 

303  272  0AN4  TOOTH  &GJ  »s  5  SMfr  911-3 - RGact  S 

384  9003  M9ULD1 11  P Ct*e±raagft 7-11-3 - ASSnte  68 

306  542  CAT1CSFS  OSK£  10  M  Haasnond  4-10-7  Ik  C  Samar  84 

306  JLM8UE  FRESH  140F  Mrs OTtomsan  4-197 - TBend  - 

7-4  AMU,  2-1  asm  Ab,  7-2  Dana  Psta,  91  (tome's  Che**  1 91  Meraftb. 
33-1  Junjh  fust 


3.20 


RAINWORTH  HANDICAP  (£4.143:  tin)  (10) 


1  -Oil  KWBCWP  BtWll  COFfl  M fees 8-911  pefl-  ACfaak2 

2  391  SM7ECFC»i/7XWM|RCJ5DStaa4-9lO..  JHn*e3 


3  0206  AMES0NE  VENTURE  25 


RESUtTSFROM 


Sandown  Park 


Gsrrg  ZMd  gpoO  to  St41  iO  pW*» 

,iYi  .-jn  ;i(M  hrfel  1,  JUYUSH  (J 

c-Sy-ki-s  «Si  a 

■i  «  :■  TCawBW 

safe  14  assjMb  Wjnj.  Go 

.•  -r  r6  KJGZTV  Bay  WW- »  .HR, 

<e  s  .‘ES  -SW'.  86  Dwaaaon  A4a»r. 

...  •,.!  ol&na  11  ran  27 1.  21,  5ta. 

•  fiailiSSiB*  Tofe  £120;  EllO. 

rS5?  Tna  CS^-50.  CSF 


110yd  CH)1.  S 

S.rL,  -j.r.  2  T to  71W 
15-81  ALSO 

25  oncatus  i’ur'  4 

i’l'ir.  £  *rana ge  Tote  J320  OF-  BM 
£3S£  Only  two  nmslteO 

3  10  -7; 

::.sj y ,  \-cS  Can  chnrite 

.Ti-'cAj;  J3-2 M.-unni  i4*>).  2QOaiJl Nap 


iwsttai'eBrBas 

a^jaagtegi^iia: 

tau),  Men  The  Yank.  14  LWa  Hootewi.  is 
tol  Lys.  2D  Shanstoe.  25  AkMc*  Coton- 
rwte.  iStowW  Lady.  33  Bold  fWna  {pul- 1« 
iaiNk.41 0.4.  TtejL 
Martxyaah.  Tttn:  £65 BO;  ESS&  C1  70. 

^3  OF  Cttaso  Tnot  E^iW 
CSF  Ciwra  Tncast  £5!5f^J*22  i 
CEBwanls'  i«a*y.  rsarfl  stood  Sto*)*  h 


SeEm  3  ctij  V  IBSTEH  DRUM  (W 
m miMM:  2.  emote  £ 

asSSffisfegfflgs 

5  DftHite  Trio:  £350.  CSF: 

co  cr» 


|  Catterick  Bridge 

Going:  good,  good  to  scC  »i  piacss 
ISO  0n3tdJ)  1,  Cow  Port  {PCartomy. 
4-7  ta*  a  SJoaAng  Home  (9q:  3.  Aicet 
(5917  7  ran  SL  ast  J  Ftagaatt  To* 
SaO;  61.10. 61.70.  OF:  S229  CSF:  G3.1E 
230  t2m  hr»«  V  SkCtorka  (P  Cartwry.  49 
toft  Z  Tatenp-1):  3.  a tkty  ifiMi 

13  ran  itel.  71  J  Rzcseakl  Tow  61^6; 
£1.10.  Cl  JO.  £1.40  DF:  £220  Tnoc  £1 9L80 
CSF- £420 

235  (3m  II  910yd  di)  1.  Goto  Pigeon  (B 
aoray,  14-1 L  3.  Tlco  Goto  fr*  Waw);  5. 
Spearov  Haf  fB-4  Wav).  5  ran  S.  Ml 3 

RoS**/L  TcW  maids  £360,  £1.10  tJF 
£930  CSF'  £34.12. 

(P 
■3. 

J  i 
ID  ' 


3.50  NEW  CHAMPAGNE  &  SEAFOOD  RESTAURANT 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3,388: 2m  110yd)  (5) 

401  3322  REGAL ROff® lOJftBF/fl fes S State 919JfltoslB 

402  0674  DUAL MA8E 8 (OH^AS)  J Ffttated  1911-5  PCarteiry  90 

403  64PP  POTATO  MAN  27  (V.S>BBto  11-1911 - A  MM  - 

4W  1P?F  MOtoMCTOBTE  10  7-196 - MMdtaay  » 

405  2366  RSB.  Rlffi  10  U  Etnas  7-1D-4 — - B  Storey  95 

5-4  to  Rdbob.  2-1  Don  knege.  91  Mgartafe  Forte  91  to  Kteg.  191 


4  594 

5  3308 

6  4-71 

7  0434 

8  4842 

9  493 

10  4061 

3-1  Steftosa  7-2  liw  PitjeO.  91 1»  SMI  91  to  tt  Cato.  7-1  BtoOte 
Boy.  91  Betko,  941  Short  191  otters. 


S)  M  Ctecaraa  7-98 

QRUcCsBr  4 
■toy  99-6.  C  Team  (3)5 
Qapreat 5^92-  AOMnaS 
Bstard  99-1  —  N  AdBBB  7 

5-91 _ _ S  Drawee  6 

f-913 —  ton  NMs  (77  1 

ly  10-8-5 _ G  Bardac89 

don  994  (5d  D  Hated  10 


3.55  KRKBY-W^SHHBJ)  RLUES  HANDICAP 

(£2.752: 61)  (9) 


4.20  ST  M00WEM  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3.680:  an)  0  U 


504  3-42 

505  -&6 

506  IM 

507  UP¬ 
SS  Z4P2 

509  21-3 

510  FP5D 

511  54 


ASSto  81 

1-4 _ MFnta  88 

.  toMtete  0 

92 

_ T  Rood  72 

3 - Ram*  « 


1  009 

2  19* 

3  5143 

4  690 

5  009 
e  590 

7  904 

8  905 

9  009  i 

3-1  AM's  Cartes*.  7-2  Meprto  Raw  91 
Antonte  Metodj-  HomjWL  191  otters. 


"  BVHtatal 
0  MM  4 
T  Sprsta  6 
.  A  CM3 
U  Tebbua7 
JtWtt  ffJS 
J  Gum  9 
RCMfetoO 
H  ActetB  2 
91  Detato.  91  DaeyC. 


’CSF-  £5  £2  _ 


“T"i  In  BAK  911  few  OwyteB"  to-  O 
£520  OF*  CsITcSF 

s  - <>•  prjuaie  HawcapP®*  * 
SA  lLJ.3!  O S Jot». 9 

TWO  CIO  El 4Q. & 

SF  B94T. 
ouadpot'925a 


4JS  (Gn  sr  'T.  Htew  George  (u 
Motonoy.  11-8  te*  Z  ATJtoter 
Btadrv  Trad  (11-41.  3  an.  (ft  Qdt 
Sttnrc  a,  73  WSteray  .  TdB  £100  OF 
ClS).  CSF:  £3B0 


94  (ten  fiftto.  «  fifer  (tote*.  9  7  «  Me  Uer.  Paten  Fhrw.  12- 1 
Bates  Boy.  Cite  IMa.  191  a ten. 


4.55  BE  MY  VALENTINE  SUHOVS  OPEN  NATIONAL 
HUNT  RAT  RACE  (£1,403: 2m)  (19) 


SSSSSFK® 
bissssm 

Sa  i* StMSSSSR 


f«r  ««28  A2SS5JE 


Tmtiiri  f*  *  te  10  ran.  Hd.  W.  JJanarson 
Tatr  £a60.E32D,  £120. G7Q  DF. £3550 
Trta  CS42H  CSF  £4325.  Tffcast  £184.88 
Pteccpec 7SXI0.  .  Qu«tet*a,50. 

Lingfiefd  Park 

Botog;  standerri 

155  nm  51)  1 .  Hawteh  (MbL  Sheen,  92 
to;  2.  (ten**  3.0am  QM 
112-17.  8  ran.  II.  71-  Mbs  B  Sandras.  TotK 
£3  7ft  12- 10.  £129  £409  DP  £1009  CSF- 
£9.74.  Tikaac£8B29. 

Z25  t2m7 1.  MdNee  MysOnira  B  Sandras. 

54<m  2.  »  luTi ten  n4-tt  a. 

feqaly  Yoras  £-4  ia-tetd.  7  ran.  a.  r*.  Mn  B 
K  TtoFeSxe  £120.  £200  Oft 

£11.19  CSF:  £24  34. 


8S5JMffl!S 


m.z^-VSS  - 

_ PCateiy  - 

_ KAto arson  - 

_  .  Mr  TJ  Barry  0  - 
lictaM  Drama  (3)  - 

_ RGBS  - 

MrMUnmpson  - 
_ D  Rater  - 

-rise  = 

_ TRisS  - 

-i3  .  (7|  - 

jzmz  ASStnth  - 

-198 - KJon»  - 

_ _ B  SWsy  - 

_ _ _ A  Dote  - 


4.25  MAPLEBECXSEUJNG  STAKES 

(£2.085:  tm  «ff)  (5) 

_ W  Siena 

CT«»a  (3)5 
L_  Stoll 

M4 

0RMCCM4 

5  E5-  SUMS  TOR  JESS  22J  F  Jontei  4-96 - A  CM2 

94  Frau.  91  Stone*.  7-2  Strap  Sate.  4-1  Ate*  Orate.  29!  $cm 
Fa  Jess. 


5.00  BUTTON  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O:  £2.294:  Im3f)(7) 


SPORT  47 


Utea)95  08rttol^« 

io _ _  SVte«*5 

. . .  T  Strata  7 

_ J  oarer  1 

93  Barren  VWara  03 

_ Atefez 


,  94  teatato  7-2  Staton  Sowetat  4-1  »  «  Gott  91  Ntan  Dm.  91 
I  Buaby  Babe.  AptaBK.  191  Radngte 


Taunton 

act*5«'  .  BffiAltTHERUieiB 

Kmne ecash 

vcriM  pt*31-  - 

T.- r  M  :  C«c.  33 

r*  ^-"•«KJSS^lS»'sDK3Sr 

!.•£-<  p.r  9ita»S»tay.  ,,  r4q  Sn 

Vi.-  i  ss-jenKS^a  j-ji  y  Pgc 

V,;  ■  p.m  ‘V6a  Jl*1 


See-  S 

pSS3&?as«s 

******  « 


MD eft  £3  DO,  C4i6TeSD0  DF.  67120 Or®. 
£38820  (p«1  raon:  pool  ol  £36821  carted 
tarwrad  te420  ta  wwateo  eratoyl. CSF- 
£fi&B1.T«a*ttB3B.17. 

3 jS  rimj  t.  ftmtamrad 

7^E81D  DF:  C2B.40  CSF. £3811. 


1  fee  Bte*.  91  (to*  Stop.  6si  Jate  Roftbs.  191  MM*  191  Suaft* 

on.  Ura'f  Saorame;  14-1  often. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


7HMKRS:  J  .itBuite  9  nun  ban  31  nanea  SiHk  Mrs  U 


feMtoy.  33  ton  146.  22jKL-  5  ite 141 ten  ^ ST,  ZttS%i  J 
ftOBsid,  if  tons.  l&flLPCbraBbndgh.  13 ten  74 17^36 R 
Trier.  4  tan  SSl  ISA. 


1 47)  1,  flamte  1 
Ktochow  p-1 


(J  Famine,  7-2):  2- 
15  tov7.  1  .Happy 


flftgaate- 


S-i).  B  ran  5L3W- et  wtw  »  w 
OMXE2a  DF!ej89CfiF:«.11. 

.agatgasass 

pOcepot  &B71  TO.  OuadpoCg«8g.iq 
peel  ol  £19912  tenrad  tarrarad 

B  todayl.  J 


40OEYS;  P  CaMne,  4  itan  ton  15  iktes,  28.7V  T  teL  13 
ton  as.  t5.rfcRGaetty,  Ston  60.  ISJMPrttft  14  tainlS. 
133%;  A  $  San.  4  tow  37.  ItLBV  Ordy  ryaMras. _ 


TRAJCffi  W  KteB.  6  Menas  tan  26  runas.  Z11V  M 
JOtotaL  46  toP&B,  2 ill#  »W*  W  P 

Hasten  15  Hoo  82. 183%,  D  Shn.  4  ton  22. 187%.  W  W  rtigh, 

20  tarn  129 187% 

JOCKEYS:  D  )Unl  2D  aftwrt  bran  93  rales.  215%.  D  HeibA 
Stan  127  185MI  WOwm.  35  born X. 02*  KBmBml  3 
tar25.  tEC%.Bijppei,l0tow».  MSiC  Ttf?*  23»tn)2D1 
114%.  _ 


Blinkered  first  time 


NEWCASTLE:  350 Hottao  Man.  SOUTHWELLt2.1DVtarBWIihoiX 

End.  (. 


□  Dato  Star,  trained  by  Malcolm  Jefferson, 
has  been  ruled  out  for  the  rest  of  the  season 
after  a  veterinary  scan.  The  gelding  was 
quoted  at  M-1  for  the  Champion  Hurdle.  “He 
was  scanned  Dies  morning  and  has  got  a  slight 
suspensory  strain,"  Jeffprson  said. 


THUNDERER 

1.30  Queen  Of  Spades  3.10  Dantes  Cavafier 

2.00  s^onr,  SSSSS?S 

2^5  SAngsby  450  Uttte  Crumpftn 

Tbe  Times  Private  HancBcapper'atop  rating:  3.10  DANTES  CAVAUER 


rfyvfeEOARD 


101  113143  GOOD TBCS  l3(BF/£S)<»taDRnttnte«0HM  X-0 _ ._  ..BWW(7J8S 

^nramanbra.  Sn-flprae  lam  ff  —  kt  P  —  wan  8F  ~  testa  taotstt  a  Uaa  racai 
^  &*g  on  tadtolnai  las  eon  (F- Ban.  pood  to 

drsqutatad).  Hwra's^at*.  Days  •jno^tei  ^  hart  6  —  B<*d  S  —  soft.  Hood  ID  uA 
autbg  Fa  PL  {B  —  trteem.  V— vfcnr  H—  hoalt-  <tew  to  taacfcet  Ttmet  Age  nf 
tel  i  —  tyrsttoM.  C  —  cousa  aim.  D—  «fllt  Bte  pte  any  altowm.  H*  Tmo 
teranca  ten*.  CD— cause  ml  dhtonra-  PrtataHteJ^pe^itet 


GOING:  6D00  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES) 


1.30  FOX  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£3.035: 2m  lltiyd)  (11  rums) 


C  Uewtayn  9 
fiamnady  82 
•  L  AsgeBpi  - 
ALamscn  - 
.  MRtotanb  73 
MAFfttgenU  - 
D  Bjrne  68 
._  JOsHorna  - 
...  SMdW  - 
....  PHtoe  89 
._  BPbwef  - 


BETW&  5-4  CttenDlSpidR.  5-1  Tew  StaeL  5-1  SpfenW  Thpt.  8-7  StaMday.  191  few  Hmy.  12-1 
Daft  Orchard.  Baterio.  16-1  uiarv. 


1996:  SR  LBMARD  M1-0  C  Mate  ni-2)  S  Stawod  14  ni 


FORM  FOCUS 


2.00  SABRINA  GOODWILL  I  LOVE  YOU  ALWAYS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6.301:  2n»)  (4  runners} 


1  29371 

2  107211-1 

3  413-121 

4  331224 


?-0 .  R  Jotason  9fc 

toon  7-11-12  A  Mtera  © 
(50}..  .  0  fertt  (3|  SS 
-11-5  ....  R  OuntDody  94 


BETTOR:  4-5  Cmainly  Strong,  5-2  Lnd  Data.  7-2  H9tr  D*)y.  191  ItaAs  Up 

1996:  SOUTHAMPTON  8-190  A  P  McCoy  (7-21  G  Babftng  5  Qa 


FORM  FOCUS 


LDM)  D0RCET  bea)  Nate  Usan  W  In  9 
rum  lanltap  dote  a  Dncaste  (2ra  iiOjd. 

&C07MWLY  S7RQNS  beat  WW  ftora  2  to 
t  lantaan  ctae  ora  canaand  dstarca 
(good  to  iimjrSBTHl  000Y  DM  THUMBS  UP 


(BM  Mite  nBI  HMI  In  7-nraar  hnScan  dots  a 
Neetuy  Qm  II.  ramtl  Premsiy  teal  THUMBS 
UP  tltinbeaa  at)  SI  to  5-ruma  taaitap  tia se 
a  wareear  Bw.  good  a  soft). 

Setacter  CfflTAflc.Y  STRONG  (nap) 


2.35  BADGER  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3,420:  2m  4!  11  Oyd)  (7  rumen;) 

1  33-2311  SLNGSBY  24  (OF)  (S  Hmp  Ptes)  N  Basete  7-17-10 -  A  Thornton  80 

2  2S049I  Aftfffl  MOLE  15  (G5)  (W  Stef)  J  <W  911-7 -  J  Osten*  ® 

3  E9330O  HiOGY  13  W  Cobpa)  fl  Rraa  7-11-3 - - R  Dwaondy  - 

4  PUCF2  RB>  BRANCH  17  It  Uzrsto)  J  King  911-3. — - -  T  J  Mnphy  75 

5  09045  SAH6U0E  75  (P  feta  PtetepsI  Ufl  J  GAmI  7-11-3 - -  PH*  76 

6  41-4224  THE  CAPTABTS  WISH  21  (0)  flfe  A  Mtato)  D  NMsm  911-3  A  Unto  - 

7  2F4W26  ABUT  JONES  23  (S)  (J  Iteffl)  J  GSkrt  91912 - L  AspeB  (3)  67 

8ETTWG:  3-1  Arte  Mato.  94  Step*  91  Ite  Optrai's  Msft.  91  Edngy.  191  SteflHe.  flat  bn*.  JM 
AM  Jana. 

1998:  GOLDBi  SPftMBI  911-3  A  P  McCoy  (91)  N  Heotaon  9  oa 


FORM  FOCUS 


SUNGSBY  tm  Urrcfc  Afg*  71  to  I9tanv  oarfee 
dose  a  larceaki  (2m  fi  uOyri.  nad  to  Bn). 
ARf®  HOLE  bad  Sttrato  CaD  2  n  4-flirer 
temSrap  chase  X  I  waste  (2s  110yd,  good). 
BJL0GY  M»ol  51 3rd  «  6  Id  Y*m  n  ton  aide  I 
notice  tenfle  bae  (an  &.  goad)  Dec  9b  RED 
BRANCH  IM  2nd  a)  7  to  Drcran  fflte  to  onto 


Mara*  Rbrai*(2m4r  llOpt  gondtofim).  THE 
CAPTAIN'S  WISH  11 2nd  M13  to  Leb  Be  Bank  m 
teteap  ftadk  M  Watarii  (3n  3(.  good  to  firm] 
JUEIT  JWES 191 2nd  M  5  »  Btaem  to  tawtaap 
ch&t  a  Tncester  (2m  110yd.  good  to  sill)  oo 
pawafoBte  ten 
Sefcdion:  SUMGS8Y 


3.1 0  SCOTTISH  EQUITABtf  /  JOCKEYS  ASSOCIATION  SBUES  i 
HURDLE  (Qualifier:  £3.615:  2m  6f)  (9  runners) 


■- 


3fMff  BRAES  OF  MM  14  pJJSS}  rQweeSratetojNMmfcraar  7-11-10  MARcgerak)  94 

2-416  HUMBTON  74  OXBF^I  (H  Pritewl  J  GAad  911-3 . . P  rtde 

11/2214  DANTES  GA1HUK5S  P/jl  (W  Dora]  0  Gandolto  7-11-2  .  ..  R  Itewoorfr  _ 

3P-605U  DARK  HONEY  16  (TO.tiS)  (R  Saytr)  S  ta  12-11-1 -  A  DiCtan  - 

2271930  BBi.  ONE  13JF)  (tts  J  SMfci)  A  Dam  91913 - —  WXfflTRA  -- 

93F460  MIS  ROSE  25  (S)  (Us  J  Hates)  U  SryswU  7-197- .  A  Maptec  ffi 

U4-1264  CASSCrs  BOY  24  KHwObI  Racing)  R  EcUey  9191 - R  Johnson  B7 

U3N962  JACKSON  RJWT  ST  fl  (Ms  L  Tuner)  7  Tteoan  Jones  9191  _ .  J  CaWy  AS 
(9911  R0SC-B  64  (DAS)  (Mood  feteg)  N  Babbage  7-190 -  N  WMransrai  90 


tag  Hantaan:  RoOe-B9-i2 

BETTMft  7-4  Dates  Caolki.  91  fcbnftgtpo.  91  Rostofl.  7-1  Date  Rom.  91  CaatoT:  Boy.  Jadson  H» 
19)  aOm. 

1996:  EVB1  SMU£  911-5  0  Buran  1911 M  Pte  IS  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


KUmsTON  bes  Captain  Jack  31  n  11-nnw 
mwea  ludto  al  Vftnratan  [2m  B,  good)  or  pan- 
ofenato  start.  DANTES  CAVAUER  teal  XcateB  HI 
ft  aoMen  ludto  4  Mtetota  0o  O  llta,  9*4 
lo  soft}  or  penrrtnatt  start  CASSXrS  TOY  neck 
art  m  7  III  Monml  01  Stay  to  handicap  ta*  * 


FoftrcA  (2m  61  ITOyd  good  to  art)  JACKSON 
RJT  31 2nd  o<  4  lo  Genoal  Mctadar  in  hamfcap 
tenfle  4  FrAestone  (2m  61 II  Ord.  good  to  so«) 
B0SE-B  M  PaMteey  II  In  i-ronrw  Iwnftqp 
tenfle  N  Tartan  (3m  liOyd.  good). 

Satodoa:  R0SE-B 


3.45  STAG  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6.470:  3m  1)0yd)  (6  runners) 


1  2MP11  KX1RA  DOVE  13  (HU-ftS)  (DM*  ItfCte  SySftras)  S  Erte  19124)  C  Mata  37 

2  331530  SUPBBOR  WOSH  293  KAftS)  P  floteta;  »**  J  Oftwr  1M2-0  Rfenw  » 

3  4PW5T2  SETON  ABBEY  405  (Vjtf.GS)  (6  Hutted)  G  HMWl  ,1M  •  I  M  ® 

4  11M33  HU.  OF  TUUW  20  (B.CDJ.ELS)  (Lady  Hta)  DJWte  911-6  A  teg**  M 

5  650125  JUE5  JTGG  272  (DJAS)  (Bopwt  PBn)  P  MWofc  1911-4.  D  »1 

E  102-835  DONB1  BAY  13  (S)  (B  Sayta)  J  atari  19193 .  L  Aspel  p)  m 

BETTIK:  2-1  DoSa  Dora.  H  Hal  OfTuBoe  4-1  Sw«w  Finish.  7-1  Demi  Bay.  8-1  Janes  «» 191  (ten 
1996;  ANIMATS  MKSTHS.  911-2  R  toteao  (M-1)  D  IfeWsa  9  an 


FORM  FOCUS 


Cheflaten  (2m  51.  good)  JAMES  KC6  beat 
Certain  Angle  71  «  faruftap  dasa  4  Chepstow 
(3m.  good  a  firm)  Mar  96.  feWER  BAY  6*1 3rd 
to  Tha  Lari  Haig  n  hanftcap  dose  N  MMherby 
(2m  41 110yd.  mod  to  soil)  »  penriUnte  stet 
SetotaK  OBoRA  DCNE 


4.15  CAT  &  MOUSE  CLAMING  HURDLE 

(£2,262:  2m  110yd)  (6  runners) 

i  20S-30D  EXPRESS  GFT  13  PJLS)  04  Homer)  Mrs  M  fenfey  9)1-10..  R  Drawaody  ® 
3  6  BLAZE  OF  S0H6  9  <D  Boocod)  D  HHk  5-1T-7 -  C  Uta*yn  - 

3  O0P216  DANCE  KWG  M6f  (Dfl  (T  CWttw)  T  Oanrt  5-11-2 - -:.)>.*«*.  17 

4  OP  MXXY  BWW  295  [U  Xote)  Mte  L  Bom  91912 -  W  tjrfartand  - 

5  1-55722  5TDNEY  VALLEY  29F(D^AS)|Ks&rtetoBS  Lid)  J  Mtos  7-10-9  NWfiaiMon  90 

6  32-3255  PHlALHnHBetAL  13  (6  ferns)  P  Mated  9197.  . . 6  Tofmey  75 

BET1M6.96EraR3sea.3-1  Storey  Vatey.  91  PtdteoaastaBl.  91  Pace  Ktop.  Z91  Mhos 
1986:  fflOGWflCH  9*99  J  feta  (13-2)  R  Ph«ps  U  nn 


FORM  FOCUS 


ittmete  to 
3W.  goodn 
lltamra 


to  hawfeap  hunfle  al  Pturpton  Cm  4f.  md  to 
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4.50  OTTER  STANDARD  OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT  HAT  RACE 

(£7,448:  2m  11  pyd)  (16  nwwrs) 

1  1  DAWN  LEADER  310  fflfl  (BamteW)  J  JM  911-10 - -  t 


1  1  DAWN  LEADER  310  IDfl  (BorateW)  J  Old  911-10 - -  6  U}*n  - 

3  2  COUNTRVMAN  107  OTfete)  i  Sute  S-11-3._  - R  Oqiepody  - 

3  3  DAABTS  CHOICE  Ml  (M  Santa  M»  M  Joora  911-3 - -  .DJym  - 

4  HYIDR1AL  (Ito  P  Cwrart  H  few  911-3__. - v  L  Art*  (3)  - 

5  BSE  OWL  (Cobh.  Biatt*)  N  feorimon  911-3 . .  J  llUnte1  - 

K  <2  G0WB1-5UWE  1!  (B  Bewn  P  Bonen  911-3 - -  R  itasrai  - 

7  3  LTT7LE  CflUMPLW  »0  (U  S  Oomr)  0  Stowed  911  3 -  JOte*  - 

8  5  MASTS)  PB*  17  (A  SwBBo)  A  Fete  911-3 - — -  SJWWJ  - 

9  22  SHSAN6  £9  (BF)  (J  {tortapT  J  flute  911-3 -  Mr  H  flute  0  - 

in  00  SKET  UBHTMNQ  17  (lte  6  &  P  PrtnenHN  B  Sate  911-3  L  Surtem  |7>  - 

11  25  SHORE  PARTY  57  (BR  Ms  J  Mortfl  M  Ttotetaes  911-3.  C  Umta  - 

12  50  5WMDRE  17  (tandi  Btoodarak)  C  Brooks  911-3  6  totey  - 

13  THE  PHANIiai  TAHMS1  (te  1  Wtel  N  Heefoun  911-3—  U  A  Hftgento  - 

14  CMNAMDN  CUB  (Cite  laid  M  Baste  91912—  .....  -  .  A  TJaftte  - 

15  THJWEBSmC  (fee  ThnksM  PacrasUp)  A  fenay  91912—  M  RtoteadS  - 

(6  JBWDBIE  (W  8  tin  E  Hobbs)  N  (todwro  9191? —  -  N  WMawai  - 
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RUGBY  UNION:  PILOT  SCHEME  UNDER  SCRUTINY  AS  SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE  OFFICIALS  TAKE  CHARGE  IN  FIVE  NATIONS’  CHAMPIONSHIP 


Imperative  for  England  to 


Dangers  lurk  in  Dub¬ 
lin.  For  England. 
Lansdowne  Road  is 
an  especially  dangerous  place. 
I  was  on  die  losing  side  there 
in  1985  and  1987  and  on  die 
bench  in  1993,  when  we  were 
beaten  again.  It  is  often  said 
that,  because  England  were 
the  first  to  ignore  die  political 
troubles  and  play  there  in 
1973,  somehow  Ireland  are 
more  kindly  disposed  towards 
the  English.  1  am  not  so  sure 
about  that. 

If  the  wind  is  blowing,  the 
ball  is  being  pumped  high  and 
far  and  the  crowd  is  on  your 


tack,  there  is  no  worse  place 
for  a  visiting  team. 

Ireland,  rightly,  are  chirpy 
after  beating  Wales  in  Cardiff. 
Tomorrow  is  the  add  test  of 
die  England  side's  develop¬ 
ment  and  character,  far  mare 
so  than  against  Scotland.  If 
England  survive,  the  second 
half  of  the  five  nations’  champ¬ 
ionship  can  be  approached 
with  confidence. 

The  worst  thing  that  Eng¬ 
land  could  do  is  get  carried 
away  by  the  record  defeat  of 
Scotland.  They  produced  a  few 
minutes  of  outstanding  rugby. 
In  all  honesty,  however.  Scot¬ 


land  had  thrown  in  the  towel. 
The  Ireland  pack  is  a  different 
proposition.  Tails  are  up  and 
England  arrive  still  saddled 
with  talk  of  expansive  rugby. 
Dublin  is  no  place  to  get  hung 
up  with  ideas  of  fancy  stuff 
In  Ireland,  the  storm  abates 
only  if  it  is  tempered.  France 
managed  to  do  that  on  the 
opening  weekend  of  the 

championship,  absorbing  ev¬ 
erything  thrown  ar  them  for 
an  hour  and  striking  with  a 
couple  of  quick  counter-at¬ 
tacks.  Above  ail,  England 
must  show  patience.  Allow 
Ireland  to  get  on  top.  as  I 


Rob  Andrew  has  first-hand 


experience  of  the  dangers 


wailing  at  Lansdowne  Road 


remember  only  too  vividly  in 
the  17-0  defeat  in  1987,  and  a 
tidal  wave  washes  you  away. 

The  Irish  love  nothing  better 
than  their  forwards  smashing 
their  way  up  field  and  their 
bocks  scything  through  after 
garzyowens.  That  is  what 
Dublin  crowds  love  and  is 
what  England  can  expect  to¬ 
morrow.  Brian  Ashton,  in  his 


advisory  coaching  capacity, 
will  not  have  changed  that 
essential  Irishness. 

I  have  made  no  pretence  of 
die  qualms  I  have  about  Andy 
Gamarsall  at  scrum  half  for 
England.  He  is  instinctive; 
possesses  lovely  footballing 
skills  and  is  a  good  runner, 
but  great  instinct  does  not 
necessarily  make  a  fine  play- 


make-.  Tomorrow  he  has  to 
demonstrate  calmness  under 
pressure,  show  the  ability  to 
take  the  right  option  and  kick 
tactically  fair  better  than  he  has 
done.  England  also  lack  a 
playmaker  at  No  8.  so  the 
pressure  is  on  Paul  Grayson, 
Will  Carling  and  Phil  de 
GlanviUe  to  guide  them. 

Grayson’s  place-kicking  wQl 
be  vital.  With  both  ends  open 
to  the  elements.  Lansdowne 
Road  is  not  orf  the  modem  ilk 
of  international  stadiums.  It 
presents  a  true  test  of  nerve 

and  skill.  Two  years  ago  a  gale 
ripped  down  the  pitch  and  the 


hall  seemed  to  fly  from  boot 

and  hand  even  before  you  had 

passed  or  kicked.  That  davit 
blew  a  bit  too  hard  even  for 
Ir eland’s  liking  and  England 
won  208. 

The  lessons  from  that  vb> 
tnry  were  to  give  Ireland 
nothing  to  play  off  and  frus¬ 
trate  them,  first,  however, 
England  must  curb  the  Ire¬ 
land  forwards.  The  front  three 
are  .ruggedly  solid;  Jeremy 
David  seal  and  Paddy  Johns 
are  secure  at  foe  fineout:  and, 
in  the  back  row,  Denis 
McBride  is  the  great  grafter  on 
the  floor,  while  David  Corkery 


and  Eric  Miller  are  the  strong, 
barnstorming  giants. 

Ross  Nesdale  impressively 

filled  the  hooking 

injured  Keith  Woodm Cardiff 

He  made  a  fine  debpt-  Everr tf 

Wood  recovered  in  hme  for  the 

British  Isles  tour  to  South 
Africa  this  summer,  I  woow 
take  Nesdale  as  ray  second 
hooker.  In  New  Zealand,  he 
was  understudy  to  Sean  Hta- 
parrick  at  Auckland  for  four 

years.  He  is  cool,  calm,  collect¬ 
ed  and  tedmicaEy  outrtand- 
but  England  have 

aent  strong*  about  them 


town— just 


Popplewell 
passed  fit 
for  Dublin 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


THE  1997  five  nations*  champ¬ 
ionship.  the  third  leg  of  which 
takes  place  in  Dublin  and 
Paris  tomorrow,  will  contrib¬ 
ute  significantly  to  the  pilot 
scheme  for  merit-based  refer¬ 
eeing  appointments  •  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  International 
Rugby  Football  Board  (1RFB). 
For  the  first  time,  this  year, 
appointments  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  three-man  panel, 
according  to  a  world  ranking 
list 

There  was  considerable  dis¬ 
quiet  in  official  tirdes  at  some 
of  the  refereeing  displays  in 
foe  pre-Christmas  internation¬ 
als  in  foe  northern  hemi¬ 
sphere.  while  the  performance 
of  southern-hemisphere  offici¬ 
als  this  weekend  will  be  close¬ 
ly  monitored.  Colin  Hawke, 
from  New  Zealand,  handles 
Ireland’s  game  with  England 
while  Peter  Marshall,  from 
Australia,  takes  charge  when 
France  play  host  to  Wales. 

Peter  Brook,  from  England, 
will  chair  foe  appointments 
panel  upon  which  both  hemi¬ 
spheres  will  be  represented 
and  implementation  will  be  a 
primary  responsibility  of 
Steve  Griffiths,  who  has  been 
named  as  the  LRFB’S  first 
referee  development  officer. 
Griffiths,  45.  will  leave  a 
similar  post  with  foe  Rugby 
Football  Union  (RFU)  in  May 
to  take  up  his  new  position, 
based  in  Dublin. 

Each  of  the  board's  eight 
founder  members  will  nomi¬ 
nate  three  referees  for  consid¬ 
eration  by  the  panel,  the  first 
fruits  of  whose  labours  will  be 
seen  during  foe  tri-nations 
series  involving  New  Zealand, 
Australia  and  South  Africa 
this  summer.  The  merit-based 
system  means,  for  example, 
that  foe  derisive  match  in  the 
tri-nations  series  could  be 
handled  by  an  official  from 
one  of  the  competing  countries 


if,  in  the  panel’s  judgment  he 
has  the  best  qualifications  for 
handling  a  match  of  so  high  a 
profile. 

The  international  squads 
completed  their  preparations 
yesterday,  with  Ireland  confi¬ 
dent  that  Nick  Popplewell.  foe 
Newcastle  prop,  has  overcome 
a  strained  hamstring  and  will 
play  against  England. 
PoppleweLL  32.  will  win  his 
44th  cap  tomorrow  and  is  his 
countr/S  most  experienced 
player,  while,  at  the  other  end 
of  the  Irish  scale.  Dennis 
Hidtie  celebrated  his  21st 
birthday  yesterday  on  the  eve 
of  his  second  cap.  having 
made  a  try-scoring  debut  an 
the  wing  against  Wales  two 
weeks  ago. 

Jason  Leonard,  Popplewell ‘s 
opposite  number  —  they 
propped  the  British  Isles 
scrum  together  in  New  Zea¬ 
land  in  1993  —  has  warned 
England  what  to  expect  at 
Lansdowne  Road,  where  only 
five  of  the  XV  have  appeared 
in  a  championship  match 
before.  “The  kitchen  sink  and 
everything  else  will  be  coming 
our  way."  Jack  Rowell,  the 
coach,  said,  “and  Jason  has 
given  us  the  sort  of  briefing 
that  Will  Carling  undertook 
before  foe  game  against 
Scotland." 

While  England  flew  into 
Dublin  during  foe  afternoon, 
foe  first  board  meeting  was 
held  in  London  of  the  com¬ 
pany  that  will  run  foe  profes¬ 
sional  end  of  foe  English 
game.  There  will  be  a  general 
expectation  that  the  English 
Rugby  Partnership  —  fa¬ 
voured  to  replace  the  working 
title  of  “Newco”  applied  ini¬ 
tially  to  the  company,  though 
still  subject  to  due  legal  pro¬ 
cesses  —  can  live  up  to  its 
name  and  take  the  dub  game 
forward  in  conjunction  with 
the  RFU. 


Be  mine  tonight. 


Ditto. 


Bateman  happy  to  indulge  in  poetic  inspiration 


Gerald  Davies  mourns 


the  way  centres  have 


been  turned  into 


battering-rams 


The  art  of  centre  three- 
quarter  play  is  almost 
always  on  the  verge  of 
being  submerged  by  some 
weighty  tactical  and  technical 
theory.  In  what  is  repeatedly 
referred  to  as  the  "modern 
game"  the  role  of  the  midfield 
players  is  continually  ana¬ 
lysed  and  redefined. 

Usually  this  takes  foe  form 
of  diminishing  their  style  and 
vision,  which  is  ultimately  to 
the  detriment  of  the  game 
and,  some  iof  us  believe,  its 
ambitions  to  poetic  inspira¬ 
tion.  It  is  the  centre  with  foe 
timing  of  a  sweet  pass  and  an 
eye  for  the  gap  who  so  often 
begins  foe  dramatic  sweep 
which  gives  rugby  its  enter¬ 
prising  width  of  movement 
Centres  are  getting  bigger 


Five  Nations’ 


Championship 


in  every  way  —  an  additional 
pair  of  back-row  forwards. 
Out  goes  elegance  as  they  are 
perenved  as  no  more  than 
battering-rams,  1  fear.  Except 
that  once  in  a  while,  our  faith 
is  restored.  Sooner  or  later  the 
theorists  have  to  acknowl¬ 
edge.  reluctantly,  that  the 
verities  of  rugby  —  foe  speed 
of  the  ball,  the  accuracy  of  foe 
pass,  the  creation  of  space  and 
so  on  —  are  constant 
If  Brive,  in  foe  Heineken 
Cup  final,  gave  an  afternoon's 
lesson  in  foe  friction-less  arts 
of  centre  play,  Wales  provided 
a  vignette  of  what  is  possible 
against  Scotland.  The  catalyst 
for  Wales's  first  try  was  Allan 
Bateman  running  from  a 
deeper  position  than  is  nor¬ 
mally  advised  these  days.  He 
took  a  straight  course,  then, 
almost  allowing  foe  flight  of 
foe  ball  to  determine  matters, 
he  swerved  outwards  on  an 
angle.  In  taking  the  ball  late 
in  its  flight  Bateman  went 
beyond  Sant  Hastings  in  a 


Batezimu  has  adjusted  in  ^Iendid  s^e  to  foe  demazids  of  nigby  uzimn  at  uteziraluroa]  arid  dub  level  after  his^pell  in  rugby  league 


classical  outside  break  of  a 
kind  that  because  of  other 
players'  inability  to  after  a 
predetermined  alignment 
there  are  too  few  these  days. 

"1  changed  my  mind," 
Bateman.  31,  said.  "Had  I 
taken  my  original  line  of 
straight  running,  Hastings 
would  have  tackled  me. 
Because  of  Arwel  Thomas’ 
pass  I  could  angle  my  run  by 
letting  the  bad  do  foe  work. 
Had  1  started  from  a  flatter 
position  I  could  not  have  done 
it  I  had  to  begin  my  run  from 
further  back.  It  doesn't  matter 
if  it  is  a  flat  pass,  you  hit  foe 
bail  at  a  faster  pace,  which 
gives  yon  time,  if  you  wish,  to 
take  a  wider  angle." 

This  makes  abundant 
sense.  Yet  there  is  fittie  evi¬ 
dence  that  other  centres  prac¬ 
tise  the  simple  technique. 


However,  it  is  foe  way  they 
practise  at  Richmond. 

Bateman  is  grateful  to  be 
back  in 
leaving 
rugby  league 
years  at  Warrington  and  the 
past  two  with  Cronofla  La 
Australia.  In  his  first  year  at 
Richmond  he  is  delighted  to 
be  back  in  foe  game  that  he 
much  prefers. 

"When  I  moved  to  rugby 
league."  the  player  who  won 
four  caps  before  the  change 
said,  “I  noticed  a  massive 
difference.  Rugby  league  de¬ 
manded  that  you  be  fitter  and 
more  powerful.  It  was  also 
more  straight  forward  and 
direct.  The  defences  were  two 
straight  fines.  It  was  set  play 
all  the  time  short,  sharp 
bursts  of  action  followed  by 
periods  of  inaction.  It  was  a 


power  game.  But  in  order  to 
break  down  the  defences  we 
had  to  look  for  the  gaps,  run  at 
different  angles  and  to  em¬ 
ploy  decoys.  We  bad  to  hit  a 
flat  defence  at  pace." 

He  joined  Richmond  in 
October  last  year  and  has 
made  an  immediate  impact, 
He  played  for  the  Barbarians 
against  foe  Australians  before 
Christmas. 

“I  have  a  lot  to  be  thankful 
to  the  Barbarians."  he  said.  "I 
wanted  to  play  representative 
rugby  but  wasn't  too  sure 
whether  1  would  be  capable  of 
competing  at  that  level  so 
soon.  But  when  I  played  at 
Twickenham  ft  was  the 
chance  I  needed  and  found 
that  I  could  cope  with  the 
challenge." 

He  scored  a  try  but  stum¬ 
bled  so  much  that  be  only  just 


managed  to  keep  ins  balance 
as  be  almost  crawled  his  way 
to  the  line. 

He  admits,  too,  that  rugby 
union  nowadays  is  a  moth 
faster  game  where  players 
need  to  be  stranger. 

“If  I  felt  a  difference  when  I 
moved  to  league  I  must  say 
that  I  have  found  a  big 
difference  in  returning  to 
anion.  The  game  is  more 
organised.  The  laws  have 
speeded  up  the  game  and 
because  of  the.  continuity 
which  league  Iadcs.  a  player 
needs  a .  different  kind  of 
fitness  to  cope  with  a  more 
flowing  game. 

“Because  of  professional¬ 
ism  foe  playing  standards 
have  risen  to  foe  extent  that 
there  are  more  dubs  through¬ 
out  the  country  capable  of 
competing  at  the  highest  teveL 


As  opposed  to  foe  four  or  five 
who  could  do  so  when  I  left 
Neath,  there  are  dose  to  a 
damn  now." 

Since  his  impressive  return 
to  international  rugby,  which 
has  suddenly  placed  him  in 
foe  forefront  of  British  Isles 
selection  for  the  summer  tour 
to  South  Africa,  Bateman 
injured  himself  in  bis  dub’s 
match  against  Bedford  two 
weeks  ago.  He  damaged  foe 
cartilage  and  Egamdit  in  his 
knee.  He  has  undergone  an 
arthroscopy  and  missed  the 
Ireland  game.  He  has  trained 
tins  week  and  aH  Wales  must 
hope  that  he  is  fully  recovered 
for  match  with  France  tomor¬ 
row  at  the  Parc  des  Princes.  It 
is  quite  dear  that  the  Welsh 
back  division  does  not  func¬ 
tion  half  as  smoothly  without 

him 


Miller’s  growing  reputation 
built  on  strong  Gaelic  roots 


By  Karl  Johnston 


ALEC  DUNLOP,  a  lifelong 
stalwart  of  YMCA  Cricket 
Club  in  Dublin,  has  some 
advioe  for  the  Irish  Rugby 
Football  Union.  “They  should 


ic  football  matches,  identify 
the  most  talented  young  play¬ 
ers  and  then  persuade  them  io 
take  up  rugby."  he  said. 

The  suggestion  stems  from 
Dunlop's  admiration  for  Eric 
Miller,  and  few  would  dis¬ 
agree  when  he  says  that  the 
new  Ireland  No8  is  the  most 
promising  young  forward  to 
emerge  on  foe  Irish  interna¬ 
tional  scene  in  years.  Millers 
rise  and  rise  was  helped,  in 
Dunlop’s  opinion,  by  the 
Gaelic  football  that  he  played 
before  taking  up  rugby  at 
Wesley  College. 

Miller  was  also  a  cricket  all- 
rounder,  turning  out  for 
YMCA.  “I  just  played  for  the 
thirds  and  fourths,  really,"  he 
said.  He  also  played  cricket  at 
school,  and  was  capped  by 
Leinster  at  provincial  under-18 
level;  he  played  under-15  soc¬ 
cer  for  Dublin,  and  had  a 
Gaelic  foocboU  trial  with  foe 
foe  county  under-18  side. 

Gaelic  football  is  a  catch- 
and-kick  game  involving  soar¬ 
ing  leaps  for  possession  and  a 
high  degree  of  athleticism. 
Watching  Miller  either  in 
training  or  during  a  game,  it  is 
easy  to  understand  how  the 
youngster  from  Knockfyon.  in 


the  shadows  of  foe  Dublin 
mountains,  excelled  at  his  first 
sport,  with  BaJfyboden  St 
Endas.  before  going  ro  Wesley 

College  as  a  boarder, 

“That’s  when  I  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  rugby,  and  eventual¬ 
ly  1  didn’t  have  rime  for  Gaelic 
[footbaQj  or  soccer  any  more," 
Miller  said.  “So  I  played 
rugby  all  through  my  school 
career,  and  that’s  what  started 
me  in  foe  game,  really. 

"I  love  all  sports,  and  there 
is  not  any  one  game  which  I 
could  say  I  dislike.  1  miss 
playing  other  sports,  but  rug¬ 
by  has  taken  over  and,  these 
days,  I  simply  don't  have  rime 
to  play  anything  else." 

This  particular  Miller's  Tale 
has  been  a  fast-moving  one.  At 
Wesley  College,  he  was  a 
centre,  then  a  Hanker  and 


Miller  sporting  aH-nonnder 


ultimately  a  No  8.  Highlights 
of  his  school  career  included  a 
Leinster  Junior  Cup  final,  two 
Senior  Cup  quarter-finals  and 
—  most  disappointing  —  de¬ 
feat  in  the  Senior  Cup  serni- 
finaL 

“111  never  forget  that  day, 
lasing  to  Clongowes.  It  was 
terrible,  a  nightmare,"  he  said. 
However,  foe  consolations 
induded  a  place  in  the  Ireland 
Schools  side  that  won  the 
Triple  Crown  in  1992-93  and 
his  retention  of.  that  place  the 
next  year.  Thai  ft  was  on  to 
Old  Wesley  RFC,  and  repre¬ 
sentative  matches  for  Leinster 
Under-20.  Ireland  Under-21, 
Irish  Colleges  and  the  Leinster 
Development  XV. 

Last  season,  he  made  his 
Ireland  A  debut  and  shared  in 
the  Ireland  Under-21  side's 
Triple  Crown  success,  after 
joining  Leicester.  “The  best 
thing  I  ever  did,"  Miller  said 
of  the  move  to  England. 

“I  wanted  to  go  to  college 
near  there,  and  some  good 
friends  of  my  dad  knew  Peter 
Wheeler  |now  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive],  who  was  the  dub  presi¬ 
dent  at  the  time.  Anyway.  I 
was  a  television  supporter  of 
Leicester,  and  I  always  wanted 
to  play  for  them. 

“Going  to  Leicester  was  a 
big  help  to  my  game.  I've 
learnt  a  lot  from  Bob  Dwyer 
and  by  playing  alongside 
people  like  Dean  Richards. 
Martin  Johnson  and  Rory 
,  Underwood," 


Miller  advocates  the  profes¬ 
sional  game,  but  with  a  word 
of  caution.  “I’m  trying  to  get 
through  college;  as  wvU,"  he 
said.  “If  guys  can  spin  college 
“  iotyei 


out  over  a  couple  of  years  and 
don't  give  it  up,  they  could 
have  another  string  to 'their 
bows,  as  well  as  being  a 
professional  player.” 

The  new  international  is  not 
fated  by  the  prospect  of  the 
showdown  at  Lansdowne 
Road  tomorrow.  "I  can’t  wait 
for  it,  really,"  he  said.  "Eng¬ 
land  have  to  be  favourites,  but, 
‘  if  we  play  to  our  strengths, 
play  with  confidence  and  play 
our  own  game  and  stop  them 
playing  theirs,  it  will  be  very 
dose  —  I  know  we  can  do  it  I 
know  we  can  win  the  game. 

They  can  be  there  tor  foe 
taking,  ante  you  impose  your 
game  on  than,  and  I’m  con¬ 
vinced  of  that." 

The  Leicester  experience 
notwithstanding,  there  is  no 
doubting  the  loyalties  of  foe 
former  Gaelic  footballer  from 
Knoddyon.  When  Leinster, 
his  former  province,  played 
Leicester  in.  the  Heineken  Cup 
last  October,  Miller  contribut¬ 
ed  a  piece  to  Che  match 
programme. 

“I  must  spare  a  thought  for 
home,"  he  wrote,  “. . .  Ireland 
Is  the  greatest  place  nr  tire 
world  and  you  never  really 
appreciate  it  until  you've  been 
away.  I  know  that  sounds  a  bit 
clidieed.  but  the  green  is  stiff 
in  me  and  always  will  be." 


Prop  fined  £1,000  for 
punching  opponent 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


JASON  PAYERS,  foe  23-year- 
old  Edinburgh  Academicals 
prop  forward,  was  yesterday 
fined  £1,000  and  ordered  to 
pay  £500  compensation  at  a 
court  in  Jedburgh  after  befog 
convicted  of  assaulting  a  Kelso 

player  during  a  league  match 
last  November.  Payers  had 
already  been  banned  for  four 
years  by  foe  Scottish  Rugby 
Union  before  Christmas  for 
punching  Craig  Halliday,  of 
Kelso,  and  breaking  his  jaw. 

According  to  foe  defence, 
the  incident  happened  at  a 
lineoot  after  a  series  of  in¬ 
fringements  by  Halliday. 
David  Sole  and  J  Henry  Rich¬ 
ardson,  both  former  interna¬ 
tionals  connected  with  foe 
Academicals  dub.  wrote  to  foe 
court  in  mitigation. 

In  his  letter.  Sole  claimed 
that  it  was  an  unwritten  rule 
that  players  resolved  their 
differences  an  foe  field  if  foe 
referee  did  not  The  former 
Scotland  captain  added  that 

he  had  had  his  nose  broken  in 

three  places  bn  one  occasion 
but  refused  to  resort  to  court 
action. 

However,  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  Graham  Fisher,  said 
the  letter  displayed  an  dement 
of  cynicism  that  he  felt  was 
"rather  worrying"  for  the 
game. 

Although  Ireland  received 
foe  good  news  that  force 
senior  internationals.  Nidi 
Popplewell,  Jonathan  Bell  and 
David  Corkery,  yesterday 


passed  fitness  tests  for  the 
match  against  England  at 
Lansdowne  Road  tomorrow, 
they  were  forced  into  making 
one  change  in  the  A  team  to 
play  England  aTDannybrook 
today.  Shane  Leahy,  of 
Garryowen,  has  a  baric  injury 
and  bis  place  in  the  second 
row  has  gone  to  Steve  Jame¬ 
son,  of  St  Mary’s  College. 

Flayers  in  the  Emerging 
Wals  team  to  play  France  A 
at  F&rigueux-  tornght  have 
been  told  they  have  a  chance  of 
breaking  in  foe  M  Wales 
ride.  Terry  Cobner.  foe  nat¬ 
ional  director  of  rugby, 
yesterday:  “All  foe  selected 
Emerging  Wales  players  fig¬ 
ure  in  our  plans  for  the  Welsh 
*eam-  Whether  that  is.  kmg- 
fcnn,  medium  term  or  shoit- 
tom  doesn't  matter.  All  will 
benefit  from  this  exposure  to  & 
higher  lewd  of  competition." 

There  am  12  former  interna- 
■Jorals  in  foe  side,  including 
Derwyn  Jones,  the  6ft  lOia 
sxxmdmw  forward,  who  lost 
his  place  after  an  ineffective 
msplay  when  Wales  were 
Cfisfly  beaten  by  Australia  in 
December. 

^ercS°'  die  former 
Wales  and  Uaneffi  flanker, 
has  joined  his  forma-  Stradey 
^team-mate*  PhD  Davies 
Md  Colin  Stephans,  at  Leeds. 

IVrBOA  mV..  1 _ ... 


tone  times,  will  make  IS 
J™*  m  Courage  dubs 
Championship  third  division 
rontch  at  Exeter  tomorrow. 
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Fresh  challenges  for  a  talented  teenager  and  the  man  Keegan  sent  to  Coventry 
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aspire  to 


By  Lawrie  Madden 

jjMtf  .^0°D  of  foreign  imports 

risen tfJL5ne,^,game  "“V  have 
S-  a  t2ckie  to  a  torrent,  but 
P^club  is  attempting  to  produce 
Home  grown  players  to  stem  the 
its  ^  b®tter  known  for 

keifM  pSTChui?  spire  md  «ttspo- 
7«ny  Benn.  is  fast  achiev- 
mgfejne ; for  its  football  dub. 


^ifn°0Tl of  its  own  instead  of  being 
r  o^hadowed  by  its  neighbours. 

The  Spirenes  -  as  Chesterfield 
re  nicknamed  —  are  .chasing 
success  on  two  fronts.  A  second 
promotion  in  three  seasons  would 
■  put  them  in  the  Nationwide  League 
nrst  division  —  their  highest,  level 
since  1950  —  while  tomorrow  the 
v  club  competes  in  the  fifth  round  of 
the  FA  Cup,  again  for  the  first  time 


-  .  But  it  is  Davies,  the  teenage 
striker;  who  is  attracting  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  scouts.  Duncan,  seized  the 
opportunity  to  sign  him  when  he 
was  released  by  Sheffield  United 
because,  “he  lacked  strength  and 
speed’?, 

.Since  then  Davies,  now  19.  has 
tl„  IvV“i.‘*lu™  wuu-  established  himself  as  a  first-team 

■  hPHu«.^L^fbys.^re'  town,  nestled  tegu/ar  and  sees  his  strengths  as 

-  .  ren.  the  ones  of  Nottmeftam  '  “being  big,  strong  and  pacey.-His 

exploits  in  the  last  round  brought 
him  national  attention:  a  hat-trick 
against  first  division  leaders  Bolton. 
.Wanderers  set.  up  the  lucrative . 
derby  against  forest  tomorrow. 

Recently  Davies  turned  down  a 
proposed  £400,000  move  to  promo¬ 
tion  rivals  Bristol  City  and  his 
single-handed  destruction  of  Bolton 
has  sent  his  valuation  soaring.  “No 
disrespect  to  Bristol  City,  but  1  am 

-  .  -  - -  hoping  to  do  better  and  like  any  . 

sjjjk  when  Nottingham  For-  player.!  arp  hoping  fo  go  on  to  play 
erh  D*  ’he  FA  Carling  Premiershiix-^  ''n  tv»»fwtAr  i  Momn.  *  ho  mm  .. 
visit  Saltergate. 


John  Duncan,  the  former  Totten- 


V/jVv' 


CUP 


ham  Hotspur  and  Derby  County 
striker,  is  the  mastermind  behind 
this  success.  Now  in  "his  second, 
spell  as  manager  of  the  club, 
Duncan  disregards  the  omen  that 
you  nei-er  go  back. 

Duncan  places  great  emphasis  on 
team  preparation  rather  than 
tactics.  “The  tiling  is  to  get  players 
in  teams  and  positions  that  suit 
them;  then  they  are  more  likely  to  be 
able  to  show  what  they've  got"  he 
said.  •  •  : 

There  Is  no  doubt  that  he  places 
high  physical  demands  on  his 
players.  “Nothing  is  easy  tn  football 
but  it  does  make  it  easier  for  me  to 
train  and  coach  them  when  they  are 
'rilling  to  give  as  much  as  they  do.  I 


-ant  stress  enough  how  hard  they>.  . 
work  and  train.” 


mjfeTYonier  League;"  he  said. 

'Tomorrow,  Dairies  has  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  test  his  abflity.against  one 
of  his  ;dreani.  teams.  This  possibili¬ 
ties  are  not  lost  on  him.  “The  offer 
from  Bristol  City  was  a  confidence 
booster  "but  the  game  on  Saturday  is 
a  bigger  stage  and  an  opjtortunity 
for  me  to  match  myself  against  the 
Lbest”  ..  . ; 

Duncan  is  in  no  doubt  about  the 
future  of  his  protegk  “He's  a  young 
player  who  has  the  potential  to  go 
on  and  do  well.  At  this  stage  of  his 
development  I  have  seen  no-one 
better  at  his  age."  High  praise  from 
a  man  who  was  at  Tottenham  when  : 
Glenn  Hodcfle  was  starting  out  on 
his  professional  career. 

“Kevin  has  a  good  footballing 
brain  and  has  goals  under  his  belt 
his  application  and  intelligence  is 
excellent  and  given  an  even  break  I 
will  be  disappointed  if  he  doesn't 
make  it  to  the  very  top." 

Duncan  describes  the  meeting 
with  Forest  as  “the  biggest  game  in 
the  dub’s  history"  and  Davies 
believes  they  will  upset  the  form 
book.  “We  will  by  and  unsettle 
them.  If  we  can  put  ourselves  about 
chasing  and  tackling  we've  got  a 
‘  dumce,".he  ssddL 

may  Tjexinderdpgs  but  we 


Huckerby  steps 
out  of  shadows 
as  City’s  slicker 


By  Richard  Hobson 


DARREN  HUCKERBY  was  paid 
a  huge  compliment  within  hours  of 
Kevin  Keegan’s  resignation  as 
manager  of  Newcastle  United.  It 
came  in  a  hastily  organised  radio 
phone-in  on  that  mad  Wednesday 
afternoon,  when  callers  alternately 
praised  or  berated  Keegan  in  terras 
that  were  distinctly  black  or  white. 
Most  theories  followed  predictable 
lines. 

Then,  in  a  rare  moment  of 
original  thought  somebody  sug¬ 
gested  that  of  all  Keegan’s  mis¬ 
takes,  his  biggest  was  in  selling 
Huckerby  to  Coventry  City  without 
giving  the  youngster  a  proper 
chance  at  St  James'  Park. 

The  implication  that  Huckerby 
Tanked  alongside  some  of  the 
international  forwards  at  Keegan’s 
disposal  was  probably  exaggerated 
but  at  least  confirmed  foe  view  that 
within  six  weeks  of  joining  his  new 
dub,  Huckerby  had  become  recog¬ 
nised  as  mie  of  the  most  exciting 
young  talents  to  hit  the  Premier 
League  this  season. 

Speaking  before  _ 

the  European 
under-21  champion¬ 
ship  match  between 
England  and  Italy 
on  Wednesday. 

Huckerby  stressed 
that  he  aid  not  re¬ 
gret  moving  to 
Newcastle,  but  nor 
(fid  he  hold  misgiv¬ 
ings  about  his  de- 
Where  he 


‘Keegan’s  big 
mistake  was 
not  giving  him 
a  proper 
chance’ 


Davies  is  hoping  to  rise  to  the  occasion  against  Forest 


Duncan  also  has  aafaewd  eyefoe-.-,^«fc«n(ahmg>toHfear  from -Forest, 
spotting  ability  —  he  has.assejrnbled  ...  We  have  shown  we  are  difficult  to 
— — - beat"  Seventeen  clean  sheets  in  all 


in  entire  ream  for  £250,000  — 
.vhether  uncovering  and  nurturing 
»nung  talent  such  as  Tom  Curtis 
ind  Kevin  Davies  or  revitalising 
he  careers  of  journeymen  such  as 
Tony  Lormor  and  Gary  Lund. 

Curtis,  a  midfield  player,  was 
spotted  by  Duncan  while  playing 
or  Derby  County’s  A  team  and 
jnril  recently  combined  a  full-time 
decree  in  physical  education  and 
.jeography  at  Loughborough  Univ¬ 
ersity  with  part-time  football. 


competitions  this  season  bear 
testimony  to  his  words  and  the  goals, 
scored  by  Bolton  were  tire  first 
Chesterfield  have  conceded  in  the 
FA  Cup. 

Chesterfield  are  hoping  that  the 
realities  of  football  in  the  lower 
divisions  will  cushion  them  against 
the  expensivdyassembled  Forest 
team.  Each  Chesterfield  player  is 
responsible  for  his  kit  and  boots, 
and  money  is  saved  by  making 


Huckerby  has  found  fulfilment  since  his  move  to  Coventry 


distant  away  games  at  Plymouth 
and  Gillingham  day  trips  rather 
than  overnight  stays. 

Up  until  this  season,  training 
sessions  took  place  at  two  public 
paries  that  Kerin  Randall,  the 
assistant  manager,  has  named  Non 
Camp  and  San  Sira  This  season 
the  team  frequent  the  Nou  Camp 


because  it  is  quieter  and  not  so 
many  members  of  the  public  use  it 
to  take  their  dogs  for  a  walk. 

Under  these  conditions  it  is 
hardly  surprising  that  Duncan 
looks  for  players  who  are  “self- 
motivated  and  self-reliant".  Their 
character,  team  spirit  and  resilience 
are  qualities  Forest  should  beware. 


land  Keegan  a  remote  figure,  a 
man  with  too  much  on  his  mind  to 
spend  time  with  a  fringe  player,  he 
was  soon  singled  out  for  special 
attention  fay  Gordon  Strachan,  the 
Coventry  manager. 

In  find,  Huckerby,  20.  is  pleased 
simply  to  be  playing.  At  the  start  of 
the  season,  with  Newcastle's  re¬ 
serve  team  disbanded,  he  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  his  parents' 
home  on  the  outskirts  of  Notting¬ 
ham  on  the  weekends  when  his 
own  team  were  playing  away,  mid 
watched  his  mates  in  action  in  the 
amateur  leagues  around  the  city. 

“It  was  ridiculous  that  I  was  a 
fully  fit  professional  who  trained  all 
week  but  could  not  get  a  game, 
while  these  lads  did  their  job  from 
Monday  to  Friday  and  then  played 
more  football  than  I  did,” 
Huckerby  said.  “Towards  the  end  it 
was  very  difficult  to  stay  motivated 
when  I  knew  that  I  was  fifth  or 
sixth-choice  striker  and  the  only 

Sine  I  could  play  was  the  odd 
endly." 

His  problem  was  epitomised  in 
January  last  year  after  a  rare 
appearance  as  a  substitute  against 
Chelsea.  He  thought  he  was  mak¬ 
ing  progress.  A  week  later,  Keegan 
signed  Faustino  AsprOJa  for  £7.5 

million. 


“It  was  similar  when  Alan  Shear¬ 
er  joined  last  summer,"  Huckerby 
said.  “Of  course  I  learnt  from 
training  alongside  somebody  like 
that  but  it  meant  I  was  one  place 
further  down  the  order.  When  we 
were  told  the  reserves  had  been 
scrapped.  I  knew  it  was  time  to  go. 
When  I  first  went  to  Newcastle  I 
was  amazed  because  at  times  there 
were  more  supporters  at  training 
than  at  some  third  division  matches 
with  Lincoln  City.  But  that  cannot 
motivate  you  forever." 

Rejection  was  nothing  new  to  the 
youngster.  Four  years  earlier,  Notts 
County,  the  dub  he  supported  as  a 
child,  told  him  that  at  5ft  Sin  (he  is 
now  five  inches  taller)  he  was  too 
small  and  would  not  be  offered  a 
place  as  a  trainee.  His  father, 
however,  played  in  the  same  Sun¬ 
day  side.  Clifton  Rangers,  as  Keith 
Alexander,  then  manager  of  Lin¬ 
coln.  For  friendship's  sake  the  boy 
was  invited  for  a  trial  at  Sinril 
Bank.  Alexander  watched  for  20 
minutes  —  and  snapped  him  up. 

_  “His  finishing 

was  diabolical  in 
training  but  he  had 
great  pace,”  Alexan¬ 
der,  who  now  has 
Huckerby's  brother, 
Scott,  under  his 
charge  at  non- 
League  Ilkeston 
Town,  said.  “We 
bad  just  started  a 
proper  youth  policy 
at  ■  Lincoln  and 


Darren  was  better  than  the  players 
we  had.  He  made  his  debut  at  17 
against  Shrewsbury  as  a  substitute 
and  scored  within  five  minutes.” 

Lincoln  received  a  dub  record  fee 
of  £500.000  when  Huckerby  moved 
to  Newcastle  and  Alexander  be¬ 
lieves  that  Keegan  was  shrewd 
enough  to  realise  that  he  would 
make  a  profit  on  a  resale  if  the 
player  failed  to  break  into  the  first 
team.  Strachan.  For  his  part,  is 
entitled  to  fed  that  at  £1  million  his 
first  signing  is  a  bargain. 

As  Alexander  observed,  Hudc- 
erby  is  naturally  quick  with  foe 
confidence  to  run  at  defenders  but 
under  the  tutelage  of  Strachan.  he  is 
gradually  improving  the  tinting 
and  direction  of  his  runs.  His  first 
goal  came  against  Newcastle, 
which  he  describes  without  malice 
as  the  highlight  of  his  career.  That 
was  one  of  three  in  a  run  of  (bur 
matches,  all  won,  that  lifted  Coven¬ 
try  away  from  foe  relegation  area  of 
foe  Premiership. 

“Whatever  happens  I  can  say  1 
was  alongside  great  players  at 
Newcastle,"  Huckerby  said  as  he 
prepared  for  the  FA  Cup  fourth- 
round  tie  against  Blackburn  Rovers 
tomorrow.  “But  now  I  want  to  be  at 
foe  heart  of  things;  not  just  some¬ 
body  who  happened  to  be  there." 


Mcllroy’s 
declining 
number  in 
hot  pursuit 


of  leaders 


Non- League  Football 
by  Waiter  Gammie 


MACCLESFIELD  -Town  re¬ 
main  buoyant  in  their  pursuit 
of  Kidderminster  Harriers  at 
the  head  of  the  Vauxhall 
Conference,  having  dosed  the 
gap  from  15  paints  to  four, 
having  played  the  same 
number  of  matches,  by 
thumping  Hednesford  Town 
4-0  at  Moss  Rose  on  Tuesday. 
It  was  a  swift  way  for  Maccles¬ 
field  to  bounce  back  after  their 
2-1  deteat  away  to  Dover 
Athletic  last  Saturday  —  their 
first  in  the  .Conference  since 
December  10. 

Macclesfield’s  defence  has 
conceded  only  16  goals  in  29 
Conference  matches,  the  mid- 
field  has  been  highly  consis¬ 
tent  and  the  attack  has  been 
reinforced  by  the  arrival  of 
Peter  Davenport,  from  South- 
port,  and  Richard  Landon,  a 
loan  signing  from  Stockport 
County,  who  scored  twice 
against  Hednesford. 

Landau’s  loan  period  runs 
out  after  Macclesfield's  home 
match  against  Rushden  and 
Diamonds  tomorrow.  Sammy 
McIIroy,  the  manager,  said: 
“He’s  got  on  well  here  and  I’ll 
be  speaking  to  Dave  Jones  at 
Stockport  to  see  what  the 
position  is." 

One  player  who  has  not 
settled  is  Carwyn  Williams, 
the  former  North wich  Victoria 
forward,  who  has  been  placed 
on  the  transfer  list -at  his  own 
request.  McIIroy’  said:  “I’ve 
got  only  15  players.  I  had  18  or 
19  players  at  the  start  of  the 
season,  whom  1  thought 
would  give  us  every  chance  of 
winning  the  championship. 
Since  the  death  of  the  chair¬ 
man,  we’ve  had  to  cut  back 
and  simply  get  on  with  it 
We’ve  managed  ro  steer  dear 
of  injuries  and,  if  things  stay 
that  way,  who  knows?" 

Kidderminster  entertain  Al¬ 
trincham  tomorrow  and  Ste¬ 
venage  Borough,  15  points 
behind  the  leaders  with  four 
matches  in  hand,  meet  Ketter¬ 
ing  Town  at  BroadhalJ  Way. 
Stevenage’s  prospects  have- 
been  but  by  the  discovery  thar 
Barry  Hayles.  their  striker, 
fractured  his  leg  in  their  defeat 
away  to  Welling  United.  He 
will  be  out  for  at  least  a  month. 

Stevenage  and  Kiddermin¬ 
ster,  after  a  5-1  victory  in  a 
replay  away  ro  EmJey  on 
Tuesday,  are  two  of  only  five 
Conference  sides  through  to 
the  the  last  16  of  the  FA  Umbro 
Trophy  on  March  1.  Broms- 
grove  Rovers  may  yet  be  the 
sixth.  They  replay  against 
Hyde  United,  of  the  Unibond 
League,  for  the  second  time  at 
foe  Victoria  Ground  on 
Monday. 
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ARCHITECTS  REGISTRATION 
COUNCIL  OF  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM 


Architects  (Registration)  Act  I931p 
(as  amended) 


Architects  Registration  Board  Elections 
1997 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pmsaant  to  Seetioa  3  and 
foe  First  Scbednlt  to  tbe  Architects  Rc^jstratioD  Ad 
1931  (as  amended)  tbe  results  of  tbe  election  erf  seven 
registered  persons  to  the  Architects  Registration  Board 
is  as  follows; 


Number  of  batiot  papers  distributed  30,468 
Number  of  ballot  papers  returned  7,3  95 
Number  of  ballot  papers  invalid  73 

Total  number  of  valid  ballot  papers  counted  7,322 

Deemed  to  be  dected: 


In  order  of  election 


STANSFTELD-SMTraf  Co&n 
DUFFY  Francis 
LUDBROwen 
LEVETE  Amanda 
DEANS  Joyce  Blair 
HOLLAND  Larry  Aodersoa  L 
GOLDSCHMIED  Marco 


D  W  Smart  .  • 

Tie  Returning  Officer 

The  Architects  B^istratidn  Council  of  tbe  United 

Kingdom 

73  Hallatn  Street  - 
London  WIN  fiEE 


SPORTS  LETTERS 


Overseas  influence  is  positive  Prosecution  bad  for  football 


From  Ms  Jessica  Wheeler 


Sir,  1  am  surprised  that  some 
rugby  union  coaches  are  com¬ 
plaining  about  the  influx  of 
overseas  players  taking  the 
place  of  prospective  England 
players  in  the  senior  clubs. 

Bar  an  overseas  player  to  get 
into  his  new  dub’s  first  team, 
he  must  be  the  best  for  the 
position.  If  someone  else  is 
after  foe  same  position,  his 
game  must  improve  accord¬ 
ingly.  Surely  this  will  raise 
standards. 

In  addition,  as  David 
Hands  pointed  out  (article, 
January  30),  for  Richard  Hill 
to  play  alongside  the  former 
South  Africa  captain,  Francois 


Pienaar,  at  Saracens  is  like  a 
tutorial  in  the  game.  Hill’s 
debut  for  England  against 
Scotland  was  impressive. 

We  should  be  positive  about 
the  overseas  players,  who 
have  a  great  deal  to  offer 
British  rugby.  A  little  bit  of 
inside  information  does  not  do 
any  harm,  and  if  England 
aspire  to  beating  the  top  teams 
in  foe  world,  why  not  learn 
from  those  who  have  played  in 
them? 


From  Mr  Will  M.  VanderByl 


Yours  faithfully, 
JESSICA  WHEELER, 
Huntsman’s  House, 
Kennel  Drive, 
Badminton, 

Avon. 


Lack  of  interest 


From  Mr  Paul  Spetman 

Sir.  The  Rugby  Football 
Union  says  that  it  looks  after  _ 
foe  interests  of  the  junior  dubs  * 
as  well  as  tbe  senior  dubs  and 
the  national  teams.  Why  then 
does  my  dub.  Old  Gayton- 
ians.  find  itself  in  the  situation 
this  weekend,  when  Ireland 
play  England  at  Lansdowne 
Road,  that  we  are  unable  id 
travel  to  watch  the  game  (as 
we  always  have)  because  we 
have  a  league  match? 

The  only  way  we  can  get  to 


Ireland  is  if  we  forfeit  the 
match,  ruining  our  chances  of 
promotion,  or  field  half  a  first 
team  with  half  the  second 
team  (who  will  be  in  Dublin 
for  the  match  anyway). 

I  don’t  know  if  it  is  the  RFU 
or  Middlesex  County  RFU 
who  won’t  let  us  rearrange 
this  fixture,  but  whoever  set 
foe  agenda  for  junior  dubs’ 
league  matches  has  no  idea 
why  we  play  this  game. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PAUL  SFELMAN. 

50  Dorset  Waye, 

Heston,  Middlesex. 


Sir.  I  cannot  see  any  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  legal  action  that 
Bradford  City  are  planning  to 
take  against  Kevin  Gray,  the 
Huddersfield  Town  defender 
(report,  February  6). 

Gray's  tackle  on  Gordon 
Watson  in  a  match  on  Febru¬ 
ary  1  left  him  with  serious 
injuries,  but,  while  a  sum  of 
money  may  compensate  Wat¬ 
son  and  the  club  for  loss  of 
earnings  in  foe  short  term, 
such  a  case  would  not  benefit 
them  or  the  game  of  football  in 
general. 

Had  the  former  Stockport 
County  player,  Brian 
McCord,  nor  won  damages 
against  Swansea  City  and 
their  captain,  John  Comforth, 
last  year  in  such  a  case,  then 
Bradford  City  would  presum¬ 
ably  not  have  thought  of 
raking  this  action. 

If  Bradford’s  action  is  suc¬ 
cessful.  it  will  open  the  flood¬ 


gates  for  many  of  these  claims 
and  ruin  football  as  we  know 
it  Many  players  would  not 
make  tackles  for  fear  of  such 
an  incident  occurring  and  the 
reprisals  for  it 

Bradford  City  also  wish  to 
pursue  a  criminal  case  against 
Gray  under  sections  IS  and  20 
of  the  Offence  Against  The 
Person  Act.  This  charge  sug¬ 
gests  an  intent  to  injure. 

No  professional  footballer 
would  deliberately  set  out  to 
break  another’s  leg  in  a  game, 
especially  one  as  experienced 
and  gentlemanly  as  Gray. 
Yours  faithfully. 

W.VANDER  BYL 
126  Newtown  Road. 

Carlisle. 

Cumbria. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
fey  fox  to  0171-782  5211. 
They  should  radode  a 
daytime  telephone  number. 


Out  of  Africa 


From  MrR.  £1  Kemp 

Sir,  Further  to  Bryant'S  Eye 

(February  6)  tbe  first  distance- 


Positional  sense 


From  DrJ.  B.  Evans 
Sir.  Gerald  Davies  wrote  (Feb¬ 
ruary  T)  about  Welsh  rugby 
players  having  difficulties 
when  played  art  of  position.  I 
remember  one  Welshman 
who  managed  a  change  quite 
well:  Gerald  Davies. 

Yours  sincerely. 

JOHN  EVANS, 

Orchard  HiH,  Cross  Oak  Road, 
Berkhamsted,  Hertfordshire. 


runners  from  Africa  showed 
the  way  in  foe  1904  Olympic 
marathon.  Among  the  14  (of  a 
field  of  31)  who  completed  foe 
course  were  two  black  South 
Africans.  Lentauw  and  Yama- 
sani,  who  finished  ninth  and 
twelfth  respectively. 

They  were  both  in  St  Louis 
working  on  a  concession  stand 
at  the  world  Fair  to  which  the 
Olympic5  seem  almost  to  have 
been  added  as  another  side¬ 
show.  How,  or  by  whom,  they 
were  persuaded  to  run  1 
cannot  trace  but  their  achieve¬ 
ments.  so  long  overlooked, 
deserve  recognition. 

Yours  faithiully, 

R.E.KEMP, 

69  Bradgatg  Road,  Nottingham. 


Car  Insurance 
over  £300? 


Cut  your  costs, 
not  your  quality  of  cover. 


Call  Hastings  Direct  free  on 

0800  00  1066 
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‘Fat  and  useless  were  the  words  I  can  repeat  —  there  were  several  I  cant’ 


Le  Ussier  destined  to  walk  alone 


Now.  nor  many  people 
know  this.  In  1865. 
when  John  Wilkes 
Booth  shot  Abraham  Lincoln, 
he  was  harboured  briefly  by  a 
man  named  Dr  M  odd.  This  is 
all  true.  Consequently,  so 
deeply  unpopular  was  this  Dr 
Mudd,  that  he  became  a 
byword  for  —  well,  for  unpop¬ 
ularity.  It  was  all  jolly  unfair, 
as  it  happens.  His  family  have 
worked  to  clear  the  name  ever 
since.  Yet  we  stiU  say  “my 
name  will  be  mud".  And  thars 
the  way  it  goes. 

I  mention  this  for  a  good 
reason.  Because  one  day,  in 
the  distant  future,  when  your 
grandchildren  thoughtlessly 
hurl  die  wounding  insult  “led- 
tia”  at  each  other,  you  will  be 
able  to  say.  “I  know  where  that 
comes  from.'  IPs  a  corruption 
of  the  name  Le  Tissier  and 
dates  from  the  World  Cup 
qualifier  in  February  1997, 
when  Le  Tissier  became  die 
most  unpopular  man  in  Eng¬ 
land!"  And  they  will  look  at 
you  with  eyes  stretched  wide 
and  say  "God.  grandpa, 
you're  so  boring.” 

I  have  never  been  in  a  lynch 
mob,  but  after  Wednesday 
night  at  Wembley  Stadium  1 
have  direct  experience  of  what 
it  feels  like.  If  enraged  insults 
were  javelins,  Southampton’s 
Matt  Le  Tissier  would  have 
been  impaled  to  the  pitch  in 
the  first  15  minutes  by  the  folk 
sitting  in  block  22S. 

It  would  have  been  a  single 
whoosh-whoosh-whoosh- 
whump  like  the  archery  scene 
in  Oliviers  Henry  V.  Steam 
came  out  of  ears,  tops  were 
blown  off.  and  Le  Tissier  was 
always  the  man  to  blame. 
Even  standing  still  and  doing 
nothing  at  all,  he  got  their  goat 
—  perhaps  because  standing 
still  was  inappropriate  in  the 
circumstanoes.  Anyway,  "far 
and  "useless"  were  the  words  I 
can  repeat  There  were  several 
others  f  cant. 

The  fans  in  the  upper  sec¬ 
tion  of  block  228  —  mostly 
rather  fat  and  useless  them¬ 
selves.  if  I  may  say  so  —  were 
not  just  mildly  irritated  by  Le 
Tissier.  His  stodgy  demeanour 
obsessed  them,  and  they  kept 
leaping  up  and  pointing,  like 


LYNNE  TRUSS 


Kicking  and 
Screaming 


excitable  Chinese  at  a  public 
denunciation.  And  they  had 
their  reasons,  of  course.  1 
mean,  he  wasn't  single- 
handedly  responsible  for  los¬ 
ing  the  match,  but  on  this  day 
of  days,  it  was  curious  that  Le 
Ussier  seemed  to  be  heeding 
tiie  advice  normally  reserved 
for  sickly  Victorians  —  never 
run  when  you  can  walk. 

Obviously,  there  is  nothing 
certain  about  sport  but  I  had 
romantically  assumed  the 
opposite  would  happen  on 
Wednesday.  "Oh  good,  a 
chance  for  Le  Tissier.”  I 
thought  In  my  mind's  eye.  he 
would  embrace  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  prove  himself  worthy  of 
an  England  place,  the  way 
Gianiuca  Vlalli  played  like  a 
demon  when  finally  allowed 
on  for  Chelsea  against  Liver¬ 
pool  the  other  week.  Until 
Wednesday  night  Le  Tissier 
had  played  a  total  of  2G2 
minutes  for  England,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  some  time  ago. 

His  selection  for  the  Italy 
match  looked,  therefore,  like  a 
boy’s  dream.  Yet  he  was 
sidelined  throughout  and 
when  he  finally  left  the  field  in 
the  sixtieth  minute  —  to  be 
replaced  by  a  skipping,  ener¬ 
getic.  and  oh-so-popular  I^s 
Ferdinand  —  it  looked  very 
bad  for  him.  Arguably,  he's 
just  the  scapegoat  for  a  tactic 
that  didn’t  work.  But  Ferdi¬ 
nand's  entrance  really  rubbed 
it  in.  Here  come  the  marines. 


and  all  that  Sensitive  to  the 
occasion,  Ferdinand  almost 
cartwheeled. 

Fbr  me,  this  was  the  first 
international  I’ve  seen  in 
which  the  team  made  sense  as 
individuals.  I  now  know  what 
Stuart  Rsarcedoes  for  a  living; 
it  is  slightly  bizarre  to  see 
Batty,  McManaman  and 
Beckham  all  playing  in  the 
same  shirt,  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion.  Previously,  my  percep¬ 
tion  of  the  England  team  had 
echoes  of  the  1970s  supergroup 
composed  of  people  unheard 
of  elsewhere.  But  now  1  can  see 
how  Crosby  and  Nash  are  soul 
mates,  but  that  Stills  has 
different  ambitions.  while 
Young  is  on  a  planet  elsewhere 
on  his  own. 

I  have  reached,  in  fact,  the 
stage  of  thinking  it’s  a  mirade 
that  they  can  play  together  at 
all.  And  like  everyone  else  on 
Wednesday.  I  hated  the  risky, 
experimental  nature  of  Glenn 
Hoddle*s  side.  Give  us  what 
we  know,  for  heaven's  sake; 
this  is  serious.  David  Seaman 
was  injured,  but  that's  no 
excuse  for  giving  Ian  Walker 
all  that  responsibility.  Having 
just  read  Alan  Shearer's  Dion 
of  a  Season  (the  one  in  which 
he  famously  celebrates  win¬ 
ning  a  match  by  creosoting  a 
fence),  I  looked  forward  to 
seeing  Blackburn’S  Tim  Flow¬ 
ers.  whom  Shearer  repeatedly 
calls  one  of  the  best  goalkeep¬ 
ers  in  England. 


Incidentally,  the  Curse  of 
the  Programme  Overtak¬ 
en  by  Events  prevailed 
again.  Seaman  on  the  cover; 
articles  on  Gascoigne,  Vlalli 
and  England  2006.  It  was  a 
disgruntling  night  altogether, 
dominated  by  a  sense  that 
we'd  been  deluding  ourselves 
and  living  on  dreams. 

But  at  least  I  could  shuffle 
back  to  the  tube  station  and  get 
home  at  lam.  merely  stunned 
with  disappointment  and  shiv¬ 
ering  with  the  first  symptoms 
of  flu.  Poor  Le  Tissier  had  to 
walk  off  thanklessly  into  hist¬ 
ory  and  become  a  byword.  I've 
never  understood  why  people 
dislike  him  so  much;  but  I  am 
forced  to  accept  it  now.  They 
really,  really  do. 


* 


Dejected  and  in  despair,  Le  Tissier  trudges  off  at  Wembley  on  Wednesday  night 


GOLF:  SCORES  ADJUSTED  AFTER  PLAYERS  PROTEST  AT  BUGGY  RULING  IN  FIRST  ROUND  AT  SUN  CRY 


BOWLS 


Officials  make  mountain  out  of  steep  incline 


By  Mel  Webb 


THEY  were  allowed  not  to  march  right 
up  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  but  should 
definitely  have  marched  bade  down 
again.  The  first  day  of  the  Dimension 
Data  Pro-Am  in  Sun  City  degenerated 
into  near-farce  yesterday,  and  it  ail  had 
to  do  with  golfers  taking  rides  m 
buggies. 

At  the  heart  of  the  trouble  was  the 
steeply  elevated  14th  tee  at  Che  Lost  City 
course,  which  is  sharing  the  first  two 
rounds  with  the  nearby  Gary  Player 
course.  To  save  the  players  having  to 
carry  crampons  and  abseiling  rope  in 
addition  to  dubs,  they  were  allowed  to 
get  a  lift  on  a  buggy  onto  the  tee. 

So  far,  so  good;  bur  what  they  were 


not  told  was  that  tournament  officials 
had  decided  to  apply  a  local  PGA 
ruling  that  forbade  them  from  coming 
back  down  the  mountain  on  four 
wheels  instead  of  two  feet  The  result 
was  that  most  of  the  players  were 
penalised  two  shots,  including  Nick 
Price,  who  had  a  67  with  eight  other 
players  to  finish  the  day  two  shots 
behind  Ronnie  McCann,  South  Afri- 
can-bom  but  now  a  United  Stares 
citizen. 

When  Price's  misdemeanour  was 
discovered,  he  joined  the  rest  who  had 
hitched  a  lift  down  the  hill  and  had 
paid  for  it  with  a  two-shot  penalty.  He 
was  not  happy,  and  neither  were  the 
others,  and.  after  increasingly  heated 
protests,  the  decision,  which  players 


complained  they  had  not  been  told 
about  was  reversed  and  two  shots 
were  lopped  oS  the  unwitting  offend¬ 
ers’ scores  again . 

Price  was  relieved,  especially  as  he 
had  been  heading  nowhere  in  particu¬ 
lar  when  he  put  together  a  run  of  seven 
birdies  in  the  last  12  holes.  His  slice  of 
justice  having  been  achieved.  Price 
said  he  would  have  been  relieved  to 
have  finished  with  a  par  72. 

So  would  Severiano  Ballesteros.  The 
Europe  Ryder  Cup  captain  was  mak¬ 
ing  his  first  appearance  of  the  season, 
but  he  probably  wished  he  had  stayed 
at  home  in  Piedrefia  after  a  round  of  32. 
It  could  have  been  worse  —  he  was 
another  who  took  a  buggy  ride.  "It  was 
just  one  of  those  days,”  he  said.  The 


beleaguered  Ballesteros  has,  sadly,  too 
many  of  those  days  these  days. 

Tiger  Woods,  a  man  at  the  opposite 
end  of  the  career  curve,  is  not  put  in  the 
shade  too  often,  but  it  happened  to  him 
yesterday  in  the  Australian  Masters  at 
Huntingdale.  Woods  had  a  68  for  a 
share  of  fifth  place,  four  strokes  behind 
Lucas  Parsons,  of  Australia.  The  big- 
hitting  Woods,  21,  hirdied  all  four  par- 
fives  and  used  his  driver  only  once. 

Talking  of  drivers.  Nigd  Mansell 
was  frustrated  by  the  lade  of  speed 
among  his  rivals  in  the  Srrokesaver 
Masters  at  La  Manga,  Spain.  While 
they  loitered,  the  former  Formula  One 
driver  scorched  round,  but,  after  a  79. 
he  was  still  23  strokes  behind  David 
Park,  the  leader. 


Avon  ladies 
on  doorstep 
of  dub  final 


By  David  Rhys  Jones 


word-watcbihg 


SAILING 


Answers  from  page  46 
GRIGNARD 

(a)  Organic  chemical  compounds,  created  by  Grignard  reagents. 
tint  found  applications  as  some  of  the  most  versatile  reagents  in 
organic  synthesis.  Members  of  the  dass  contain  a  hydrocarbon 
radical,  magnesium,  and  a  halogen  such  as  chlorine.  An 
epouym  of  Francois  Grignard  (1871-1935),  French  chemist,  who 
shared  the  1912  Nobel  Prize  for  Chemistry. 

FTJCOID 

(a)  Resembling  or  belonging  to  seaweeds,  especially  those 
belonging  to  tfaejpoup  Fucaceae.  Or  containing  impressions  of 
swdv  seaweeds  wtfh  markings  similar  to  theirs. 

MAUSER 

(a)  The  first  successful  rifle  with  a  magazine.  Patented  in  1871  by 
Peter  Paul  Mauser  (1S3W9I4).  and  developed  and 
manufactured  in  1884.  in  time  for  the  Boer  War.  There  were  two 
versions:  11mm  and  7.92mm.  It  took  a  metal  cartridge.  In  the 
esrrfy  version  (be  soldier  had  to  give  the  weapon  a  sharp  tap  to 
throw  out  the  spent  cartridge. 

E  PI STASIS 

(a)  The  interaction  between  genes  at  different  {daces  on  a 
chromosome  in  which  one  can  mask  or  even  suppress  another. 
This  will  lead  to  the  expression  of  one  hereditary  characteristic 
and  the  exclusion  of  tne  other,  when  the  two  are  controlled  by 
aUries  of  different  gates.  More  widely  used  to  describe  any 
interaction  of  non-alfefic  genes.  Each  gene  may  have  favourable 


Food  poisoning  no  deterrent 


By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


effects  In  some  combinations  and 
overdominance  in  others. 


genes.  Each  gene  may  have  favourable 


effects  such  as 


SOLUTION'  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I N5!  creates  too  many  threats  for  Black  In  cope  with.  e.g.l.~exI3  2  Qg5* 
mating,  or  l ...  Qc7  2  Qbfr  again  mating. 


ADRIAN  DONOVAN  the 
skipper  of  Heath  Insured  ll  is 
continuing  to  hold  on  to 
second  position  in  the  tightly- 
fought  later  stages  of  the  short 
third  leg  of  the  BT  Global 
Challenge  across  the  Tasman 
Sea  from  Wellington  to 
Sydney. 

This  is  a  good  performance 
by  any  standard  but  is  espe¬ 
cially  so  given  that  seven  of  his 
1 4-strong  crew,  including  him¬ 
self.  have  been  struck  down 
with  food  poisoning  after  eat- 
in"  kidney  beans  in  a  freeze- 
dned  chilli  con  came. 

As  Donovan  reported  yes¬ 
terday.  the  Heath  crew  en¬ 
dured  a  "had  few  hours"  as 
they  succumbed  to  stomach 
cramps,  dizziness,  shivering 
and  vomiting  as  their  neatest 


rivals,  Toshiba  Wave  War¬ 
rior.  Pause  To  Remember, 
Concert  and  \udear  Electric 
tried  to  pick  them  off. 

“We  had  an  interesting  few 
hours  with  me.  John 
Shuffiebonom  fa  company  di¬ 
rector  from  Cheshire)  and 
Mike  Babcock  (a  solicitor  from 
London),  taking  two-minute 
spells  at  the  wheel  in  between 
throwing  up  over  the  stem." 
Donovan  said. 

"As  people  recovered,  we 
had  Concert  level  with  us  and 
the  others  coming  in  fast 
Everyone  was  now  very  tired 
other  from  working  extra  or 
recovering  from  the  sickness," 
Donovan  said.  He  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  catch  the  race  leader. 
Mike  Golding  on  Group  4. 
who  stili  leads  the  leg. 


Golding  has  a  notional  ten- 
mile  advantage  over  Donovan 
but.  with  450  stiles  still  to  sail, 
the  leg  is  wide  open,  with  five 
or  six  crews  capable  of  taking 
line  honours  on  Sunday.  The 
breeze  is  blowing  at  ten  to  14 
knots  out  of  the  southeast, 
enabling  the  yachts  to  fly 
spinnakers. 

In  the  Vendee  Globe  single- 
handed  non-stop  round-the- 
world  race,  the  leader 
Christophs  Aug urn.  of  France, 
on  Geodis.  is  now  only  900 
miles  from  the  finish  after 
passing  the  Azores.  Auguin  is 
hoping  to  reach  Les  Sables 
d’Olonne  by  Sunday  morning. 
He  is  on  course  to  break  the 
single-handed  non-stop 
round-the-world  record  by  up 
to  four  days. 


EGHAM  B,  who  were  hoping 
to  win  the  Yetton  Trophy  —  for 
the  national  women’s  inter- 
dub  championship  —  for  the 
third  time  in  succession,  suf¬ 
fered  a  79-77  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  Avon  Valley  in  the 
quarter-finals  yesterday. 

Both  home  rinks  won  for 
Egham.  but  the  away  rinks, 
skipped  by  Mavis  Steele  and 
Ann  Green,  went  down  by  one 
and  14  sheas,  respectively,  to 
Jean  Thompson  and  Maureen 
Timms. 

Avon  Valley'S  opponents  in 
die  semi-finals  at  New 
Earswick,  York,  on  March  8 
wall  be  Teign  bridge,  who  de¬ 
feated  Atiterley  81-72.  Boston, 
the  1994  champions,  swept 
past  Cumbria  9S-72.  and  will 
play  Desbo rough,  Maiden¬ 
head,  tiie  runners-up  last  year, 
who  beat  County  Arts  87-65. 

In  Wales,  Betty  Morgan’s 
hopes  erf  winning  three  nat¬ 
ional  indoor  titles  vanished 
yesterday  when,  with  Jenny 
Davies,  her  Radnorshire 
dubmate,  she  was  beaten  18-16 
by  Synthia  Morgan  and  JuUe 
Dawes,  the  defending  champi¬ 
ons,  in  the  final  of  the  pairs. 

Ann  Sutherland,  of  Torfaen, 
scored  on  only  12  out  of  28 
ends  in  the  Welsh  indoors 
singles  final  but  still  beat 
Jealian  Willis,  of  Swansea. 
Sutherland  screed  a  foil  house 
to  tie  the  scores  at  15-15  and  an 
even  more  important  treble  to 
win  21-20. 

Morgan,  who  will  play  the 
triples  final  today,  bounced 
bade  later  to  skip  her  Radnor¬ 
shire  team  to  the  fours  title. 


It’s  that  time 
of  the  week 


Friday  Night  is  Music  Night  Radio 2,  730pm. 

There  are  those  who  think  that  everylhirig.  wSer  because 

pasties,  hasgretetopotand 
they  listen  to  this  programme 


Xtei ta  Sidney Tbr*J«* 

relax  and  put  them  in  the  right  mood  for  the  weekend.  Tte 
helped  by  the  presenter.  Robin  Beyle,  who 

should  Sve  sSShack  hair  and  wear  a  & 

does.  For  Valentine’s  night  die  show  is  live  from  the  Hippodrome  m 

Golders  Green,  London. 


Hear  and  Now.  Radio  3,  lOjOOpm. 

I  have  not  heard  a  preview  tape  of  this  but  it  PronVsfiSr|°^l-^i 
absorbing  two  horns.  Desire,  by  Gerard  McBuije*  ^ 
composition  for  speaker,  chorus  and 

anight  drives  pamert  Sara.  Cato»  is  **  spal 


of  paintings  at  tiie  Tate  Gallery' in  London.  As  McBurnw  stuaieo i  a 

work  tonight  b  Seance  oy  James  Wood,  performed  by  the  New 
London  Chamber  Choir  and  the  Critical  Band.  peterBanurd 


WORLD  SERVICE 


7j00em  Simon  Mayo  9u00  Kwln  GWan- 
ha  1240  Mary  Anna  Hobbs  2.00pm 
f&4cyCanpb^4J»M3rkGoocfl0r7^O 
Pete  Tang:  Essential  Selection,  featuring 
the  bast  new  dance  music  ItLOO  One  in 
the  Jungle.  Two  hoivs  ot  drum  W  bass 
1240  Radio  1  Rap  Shew.  Presented  tv 
Urn  Westwood  3.00am  Deve  Clarke 
SJJO  Charts  Jordan 


&00wa  Sarah  Kennedy  7J3Q  Wake  Up 
To  Wogan  9J30  Ken  Bruce  11 .30  Anne 
RoUraan  taepm  Debbie  Thrower  ZM 
Ed  Stewart  5-OS  John  Dun  7.00 
Speaking  Vduntes.  vfth  Sarah  Kennedy 
TM  Friday  Night  te  Music  Night  Sea 
Choice  045  Rumpcto  for  the.  Defence. 
Leo  McKern  reads  John  Mortimer's 
classic  tales  9.00  Listen  to  the  Band 
IOuOO  Sheridan  Motley  12.09am 
Ctvles  Nova 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


SAOwa  Morning  Reports  BOO  The 
Breakfast  Programme.  Includes  Racing 
Preview- &3S.  Tha  Magazine  12.00 
Mdday  with  Mak.  Includes  1245 
Monsycheck  2.05  Ruscoe  an  Five  4J10 
John  (nvenfele  Nationwide  7J0Q  Neva 
Extra  7,35  Parfdnson  on  'Sport  &30 
Friday  Sport.  W8h  Rofcn  Baflay  Football: 
a  preview  ot  the  FA  Cup  fifth  round; 
Cricket:  the  latest  from  the  Itwd  Test 
between  New  Zealand  end  England  In 
Christchurch  «M»  Paper  Talk.  nAh 
Brian  Alexander  and  Derate  Sewed 
IldOO  News  Extra,  with  David  McNeil 
1 2J00  After  ffaus  2JOOam  Up  AS  Mght 


AA  tknas  in  GMT  News  on  the  how. 
SJMtem  Europe  Today  530  Europe 
Today  7.15  Oft  tha  Shetf  7J»  Shared 
Experiences  8.10  Words  at  Faith  8.15 
Music  Review  846  Earty  Versions  9.05 
world  Business  Report  9-15  Poors  on 
Fatih  945  Sports  Roundup  1030  BBC 
Engftsh  1045  Oft  the  Shaft  11-30 
Meridian  Books  12.05pm  Business 

12.15  Bltain  Today  1230  Soanes  In 
Action  2JJ6  Outlook  230  Muffltrack  335 
Sports  Roundup  3.15  Early  Versions 

3.30  Music  Review  4.15  World  Today 

4.30  BBC  English  445  Britan  Today 
530  World  Business  Report  £45  Sports 
Roundup  8L30  Focus  on  Faith  7JJ1 
Outlook  7-25  Words  ot  Fatih  7.30 
Mufttirack-9AS  Want  Business  Report 

9.15  Britain  Today  930  Paopte  and 
PoRics  1 0J0  Wbrid  Today 1 045 Sports 
Roundup  11.10  SpctfgM  11.15  Insid¬ 
er's  GWda  11.25  Book  Choice  11.30 
Mtfttrack  1230ani  Seven  Days  1245 
Britain  Today  1.30  Outfook  1.55  Wbrdg 
ot  Fatih  230  Science  In  Action  3.15 
Sports  Rouidup  3.30  Meriden  Uve  440 
Jazz  Now  and  Then  445  Seven  Days 


CLASSIC  FM 


TALK  RADIO 


4JXtem  Mark  Griffiths  630  Mte  Read 
9.00  Henry  Kefy  12-00  Susannah 
Simons  200pm  Concerto.  Tchaikovsky 
(Piano  Concerto  No  i  in  8b  minor  Op 
23)  330  Jarrfe  Crick  7.00  Classic 
Newsnighl  740  Sonata.  Mozart  (Flute 
Sonata  in  Bb  Major  KiQ)  8.00  Evening 
Concert  Wolf  Ferrari  (Doctor  Cupid 
Overture); :  Respighi  (Birth  ot  Venus); 
Prokofiev  (Romeo  and  Jufiet);  Tall 
-  (Spam  in  Mxtt)  10.00  Michael  Mappm 
140am  Safiy  Peterson 


5.00am  Chile  Ashley  and  Sandy  warr 
740  Pent  Ross  9jdd  Scott  Cttehotm 
12.00  Lorraine  Kety  2j00pai  Tommy 
Boyd  «J»  Drtvabme,  vrtth  Peter  Deetey 
7JOO  Moz  Dee's  Sportazone  IOlOO  Mfee 
Alan  1-OOsm  Ian  Colins  ■ 


VIRGIN  RAD IO 


ejOOm  Russ  'n‘  Jono  1090  Graham 
Dene  1.00pm  Jererny  Dark  4.00  Nicky 
Home  7.00  Paul  Coyle  (FM) /Robin 
Barits  (AM)  1090  Alar  Freeman  12J00 
Mark  Ponest  2JXtani  Howard  Pearce 


ejOOamOtr  AteMazart 

fDjvertfmento  in  D);  GSazunav 
(Concerto  batata  WC) . 

9-00  Morning  Collection. 
Stravinsky  (Circus  Polka); 

.  Dukas  (Symphony  in  C) 
1IL0Q  Musical  Encounters. 
Includes  Joaquin  (Motet 
Stabal  Mater  Dokxosa); ' 
Prokofiev  (Sonata  far 
Unaccompanied  Vtofins  in 
Unison);  Janacek  (Mladi) 
12.00  Composer  of  the  Wade 
Schumann 

1-00pm  News;  St  David's  Hall 
Lunchtfroe  RecftaL  Bemad 
d'Ascofi ,  piano.  Schumann 


(Bttampes);  Chopin  (Adante 
Spianato  and  Grande  Poto- 
narse  BriUarte  tn  E  flat) 

2J»  How  Do  You  Get  to 
Carnegie  HaB?  Sarah 
Chang,  vioSn.  Paganini  (Vio8n 
Concerto  No  1  in  D.  3rd  mvt) 
2.15  Music  Restored.  Wyneke 
Jordans  and  Lao  vrar 
Doesefcrar  play  historic  pianos 
from  the  cottectkm  erf  Edwin 
Beunk.  Schubert  (Overture  in 
.D  in  the  Itafan-Styte); 


’  Mandetaschn  (Overture.  A 
•  Mkfeummer  Night's  Dream) 

■  3JJ0  Minirig  the  Archive: 

Concluding  the  exploration 
into  the  musk>mafang  of 
SandorVegh 
5j00  Music  Machine  (r) 

5u15  In  Tune.  Indudes  Wider 

Soocata,  Organ  Symphony 
3  5):  Gluck  (O  Del  Me 
Dolce  Ardor);  Handel,  air 
Beecham  (love  in  Bath) 

7.30  BBC  Scottish  Symphony 
Orchesha.  under  Osmo 
Vanaka.  With  Paul  Meyer, 
clamet.  Uve  from  the  Music 
Hafi  in  Aberdeen.  Wagner 
(Overture  Tarmhauser)  8.10 
News  from  North  Britain  (3/5) 
&30  Pat  2.  Sibelius 
(Symphony  No  2) 

&20  tha  Outline  around  the 
Shadow  (5/5) 

840  Taking  Three  to  Tango. 

Includes  Stravinsky  (Tempo  <$ 
tango)  and  Frank  Zappa  (Ba- 
Bop  Tango)  (3/3) 

10.00  Hear  and  Now.  See  Choice 
124M  Composer  of  the  Waefc 
Ockaghem 

1.00  Through  the  Night 


5-SSam  Shipping  (LW)  6.00 
News  6,10  Farming  Today 
6^5  Pray**  far  the  uay  &3D 
.  Today  840  Yesterday  w 

Parliament 

9X0  News  &05  Desert  Island 
Discs:  Terry  Pratchett  fr) 

9-45  Feedback 

10- 00  News;  Autumn  Leaves  (FM) 
10.00  Deny  Service  jLW) 

10.15  On  This  Daw  (LW) 

1030  Women’*  Ifour 

11- 30  The  Natural  History 

Programme 

12M  News;  You  and  Yours 
12^5pm  Pood  Programme,  with 
Derak  Cooper  1255  Wbathar 
1.00  The  Worioit  One 
140  The  Archers  (r)  1.55 
Shipping  Forecast 
£00  Cta sale  SerieL-  The  Citadel, 
by  AJ.  Cronin  (^4)  W 
3JX>  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift 
4J)0  News  4.05  Kaleidoscope. 
Tiro  Martov  reads  an  new 

exppsd  of  London’s  art  world 

m  Fear  of  tho  Dog 
445  Short  Story:  Needy,  by 
MaeveBlnchy 

540  PM  5£0  Shipping  Forecast 
SJfcWsather 


aoo  sax  O'clock  News 
6J30  Going  Places.  Introduced  by 
David  Stafford 

.  7.00  News  745  The  Archer* 

7.20  Pick  of  the  Week 
8J>5  Airy  Questions?  Jonathan 
Dlmbieby  chairs  the  debate 
from  Chard  in  Somerset 
&50  Law  in  Action 
9.15  Letter  from  America 
SL30  Kaleidoscope  Feature  (FM). 
Tne  .writer  Bfaks  Morrison 
tafles  to  Sfteena  McDonald 
about  his  controversial  now 
•  book  4s  Weather 

*30-11.30  Test  Match  Special 
(LW).  Coverage  of  the 
second  day’s  ptay 
P*  World  Tonight  (FM) 
1045  Book  at  Bedtime:  House  of 
SpfendM  Isolation  (FM) 

1140  Ending  (FM) 

11  -25  Tea  Junction.  The  first  in  a 
new  series 

11 45  Today  In  Parliament 
1200  News  12M  Hie  Late  Boole 


l2J044Dam  Test  Match  Special 

4  m  M2: 9x*wed 

1.00  As  World  Sendee 


I*  ™  97.M9.8.  RADIO  2.  FM  88.0- 

! saisis. 

ssssa- 


ndu  rwjnj.  mw  i««,  1 035. Television  and 

Wi«B»  compiled  by  Pater  Dear,  hm  HuahwT  ^emarv 

s«nh,  sum  tikhm*.  Q^aor, 


FLAT  RATES  Ml  fWCE5  AM  IN  PENCE  PHtrttNIjrE 


call; 


NEW  PER  SECOND  BILUN6  - 


"rftaiiiBb  /fir 

fidhwy  ' : 
"'jiiifi  niia 


.  •  V/,> 


■  ^W^^^wrtitJesyoutoClSorSwiftcallfcJlaime. 

That's  over  4  firs  to  the  USA. 

-  gga^aggaggga:'ffir“ 


r..  Sit&fr  'ir  . 


CALL  IIS  NOW  " 

ftfmlomiaiononliurKireiisofottTefifesiirattonsandtnnpaHMi^w.!^ 


FREEPHONE  0800  769  0000 

Please  ask  for  extension  516 
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TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  14  1997 


TELEVISION  51 


*els  pinch 

is,n§  Pound 


'■hnl  «<>  jobs 


t ot  ta^e  long  to  discover 
bonobos  had  not  graced  ■ 
a«  Te’evw™n  screens  before. 

Wildlife  on 
graphically  revealed, 

™S*ySWCre  •“***  IVde... 

^alentme-s  Day,  onesuspects, 
7a7®  °*8  m  the  particular  paid)  erf 
rr^n  rainforest  that  this  litfle- 
f  .branch  of  the  great  ape 
jaiTifly  inhabits.  Romance?  wSI 
EJ  just  say  if  you  sat  a  hundred 
™®°»  at  typewriters  for  1,000 
wouldn’t  even  spell  it 
WQuId  get  very  far 
Shakespeare,  as  Efavid 
A”**bo™ugh  gently  explained. 

Bonobos  favour  one  particular 
rf  diffusing  tension:  sex.” 
fle  nad  the  pictures  to  prove  it. 
everyone  does  it  with  everyone 
fu  '  v"  Was  not  a  sentence  I  ever 
Joughr  I’d  hear  the  saintly 
AHenbcrough  whisper.-  On  The 
other  hand,  you  could  see  why  he 
Was  keeping  his  voice  down: 


"...  males  with  males,  females 
with  females,  adults  with  young." 

„■  As  tire  nation’s  living  zooms 
echoed  ,  to  a  chorus  of  “whars  he 
’doing  now  -daddy?"  the  wisdom  of 
Attenborough'S  opening  remarks 
came  into  question.  Bonobos  or 
pygmy  chimpanzees,  he  explained, 
were  perhaps  “our  nearest  living 
relative".  In  which  case  could 
somebody  please  explain  what 
Great  Unde  Bonobo  was  doing 
rushing  round  in  a  state  of 
excitement  that  would  not  be 
countenanced  after  midnight  let 
alone  af  8  o'clock?  And  where  did 
the  pygmy  bit  come  in? 

This- was  a  night  when  script¬ 
writers  anthropbrnorphised  at 
their  peril.  Shijimi,  the  small 
orphaned  male  who  was  supposed 
to  make  us  all-  go  “ah" ,  appeared 
to  be  the  primate  version  of  a  rent 
boy.'  Without  a  mother,  we  learnt. 
Shijimi  was  at  a  distinct  disadvan- 
tage  m  the.  complex  matriarchy . 
that  is  bonobo  society.  So  he  made 


up  for  it  by  being  extremely  nice  to 
the  folly  grown  males,  mutual 
grooming  and  er,  so  on. 

"These  alliances."  said  Aten- 
borough,  disapprovingly,  “are  no 
substitute-  for  a  mother's  tender 
care., .but  at  least  he  has 
friends."  Sadly,  however,  not 
enough-  Shijimi  spent  the  rest  of 
the  programme  being  beaten  up 
by  other  boys*  mothers  and  was 
eventually  mugged  by  an  infant 
less  than,  half  nis  see.  Despite 
much  evidence  to  the  contrary,  its 
not  all  fun  being  a  bonobo. 


Matthew 

Bond 


Ihere^dbeen  no  sex  at  all  so  far  in 
Reckless  (TTV).  in  contrast  to  the 
above  and  certainly  to  all  the 
fevered  hype  that  preceded  this 
series.  But  we  did  have  just  a  little 
bit  right  at  the  end  of  last  night’s 
episode  two.  “Take  off  your 
ckrfhes. please,"  commanded 
Anna  (Francesca  Annis).  So  Owen 
did;  offering  us  in  the  process  a 
brief  glimpse  of  the  Robson  Green 


bottom.  And  do  you  know,  it  didn’t 
look  a  bit  like  Great  Unde 
Booobo’s.  Nearest  living  relative? 
What  utter  nonsense. 

This  was  a  crucial  episode  for 
Paul  Abbott's  new  drama,  the  one 
that  would  determine  whether  we 
would  last  the  distance.  And 
despite  it  being  underwritten 
(whole  minutes  went  try  as  our 
highly  qualified,  professional  hero 
went  looking  for  his  out-of-work 


dad  so  he  could  borrow  the  money 
to  buy  a  new  suit)  and  occasionally 
•  unbelievable  (if  you  had  been 
unfaithful  would  you  really  con¬ 
fess  all  to  an  answering  machine?) 
the  answer —  in  my  case:  at  least — 
is  I  shall  be.  I  think. 

On  the  plus  side  the  music  didn't 
annoy  me  until  well  into  part  two. 
On  the  minus  side.  Owen  Springer 
(Green)  did,  which  was  worrying 
as  unless  I’d  got  the  plor  entirely 
wrong  he  was  supposed  to  be  our 
hero.  Abbott,  however,  is  playing  a 
clever  but  dangerous  game  and  toe 
main  reason  for  sticking  with  the 
series  (apart  from  Annis,  of  course) 
is  to  see  whether  he's  clever 
enough  to  write  himself  out  of  toe 
tight  comer  he  wrote  himself  into 
last  night 

Last  night,  you  see,  was  the 
night  the  dramatic  conventions  of 
eternal  triangles  were  turned  on 
their  head.  It  was  the  night  when 
the  hero  regressed  to  being  a 
tiresomely  obsessed  adolescent  f  I 


don't  go  for  older  women,  I  just  go 
for  you")  and  the  so-called  baddie 
(Michael  Kitchen,  playing  Anna’s 
husband  and  Springer’s  boss)  was 
revealed  as  witty,  clever  ("from 
Socrates  to  plastics  in  50  words  or 
under  —  that’s  why  you  married 
me" )  and  rich.  As  Anna  said  to  her 
best  friend:  “Would  you  jeopardise 
it  all  for  a  mah  15  years  younger, 
who  looks  tike  a  boxer?" 


Well,  you  would  if  your 
witty,  dever  and  rich 
husband  also  turned  out 
to  be  an  adulterer  and  your  jealous 
admirer  secretly  ensured  you 
found  out  about  it.  All  of  which 
meant  that  when  Owen  and  Anna 
finally  got  to  do  the  bonobo  thing, 
she  was  out  for  revenge  and  he 
was  feeling  thoroughly  ashamed 
of  him  sell  What  dunce  true  love 
now?  With  four  episodes  to  go, 
clearly  better  than  you  might 
think. 

Finally,  a  quite  outstanding  trio 


of  films  came  to  an  end  with  Ice 
Mummies  —  Horizon  Special 
(BBC2).  Tim  Haines's  film  lacked 
toe  natural  advantages  of  its 
predecessors,  in  that  the  finding  of 
a  new  ice  mummy  marked  toe  end 
of  his  film  rather  than  the  begin¬ 
ning.  The  scientific  detective  story 
that  made  toe  stories  of  the  Ice 
Maiden  and  ice  Man  so  fascinat¬ 
ing  was  just  starting  as  toe  body  of 
an  ice  cnild  made  its  way  down  toe 
slopes  of  Sara  Sara  in  the  Andes 
and  the  final  credits  rolled. 

But  what  it  lacked  in  applied 
science,  it  made  up  for  with  the 
mystery  of  the  Incas,  the  grim 
fascination  of  capo  cochcL  or  child 
sacrifice  ceremonies,  and  toe  ex¬ 
citement  and  exasperation  of  car¬ 
rying  out  an  archaeological  dig  at 
18,000  feet. 

"This  was  her  Heawn,"  con¬ 
cluded  Nigel  le  Vaillanft  narra¬ 
tion.  “Now  she’s  off  to  a  freezer  at 
Arequipa  University.’’  The  gods 
will  not  be  best  pleased. 
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6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (47527)  - 
7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (T)  (50545) 

9.00  Breakfast  News  Extra  (T)  (8760627) 
9-20  Style  Challenge  (1490066) 

9-45  KJtroy  (6758530) 

1030  Can’t  Cook,  Won't  Cook  (51085)  \ 

11 -00  News  (T)  and  weather  (6334733). 

WALES:  11.00  Welsh  Conservative 
Conference  (34805694) 

11.05  The  Really  Useful  Show  (3308882) 

11.35  Change  That  (521951 1) 

12.00  News  (T)  and  weaaher  (6343559)  * 
I2to5pm  The  Alphabet  Game  (5029627) 
12^0  Going  for  a  Song  (7203462) 

12^5  The  Weather  Show  (34327608) 

1.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (84062) 

1-30  Regional  News  (98244191) 

1- 40  Neighbours  (T)  (20813882) 

2- 05  FILM:  Outback  (1988)  A  -  headstrong 

young  woman  (Tushka  Bergen)  finds 
her  sen  tom  between  two  contrasting  men 
in  fum-of-toe-centuiy  Australia.  Directed 
by  Ian  Barry  (4673086) 

3- 30  Maydays  (1622172)  3JS0  the  Friday 

Zone  (3379820)  435  Newsround  Extra 
CO  (3053801)  5.10  Blue  Peter  [1} 
(1467882) 

5.35  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (98551 1) 

6.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (917) 

6.30  Newsroom  South  East  (269) 

7.00  Big  Break  Jimmy  White,  Gary  Wilkinson 

and  Rod  Lawler  cue  up  to  amaze  on  toe 
baize  m  toe  hot-potting  snooker  game 
show  P)  (9288) 

7.30  Top  of  the  Pops  (T)  (153) 

8.00  Dad’s  Army  Mainwaring  can  hardy 

control  his  excitement  when  he  finds  a 
real,  live  German  stuck  up  toe  town's 
clock  (r)  (I)  (5608) 

330  A  Question  of  Sport  vwto  guests  Errfyn 
Hughes  and  Fatima  Whitbread,  cricketer 
Afian  Lamb  and  rugby  unton  player  John 
Jeffrey  (I)  (7443) 

9.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (6795) 

930  IgSEEB  Silent  Witness  New  eight- 
reMBBU  part  drama  senes  featuring 
Amanda  Burton  as  forensic  pathologist 
Dr  Samartha  Ryan  (T)  (850511) 

10-20  [732223  The  Mrs  Merlon  Show  New 
LySWM  series  of  intimate  chat. 
Tonight's  guests  are  Jonathan  Ross  and 
Jeff  Banks  (7)  (596202)  WALES;  1030 
The  CeDuIoid  World  of  Dezmond  RezHo 
(596202)  1030  The  Mrs  Merton  Show 
,1605591  1130  FILM:  An  Officer  and  a 
Gentleman  (201207)  130am  FILM: 
Permanent  Record  (278286®  2-50  Nevus 
(8828825) 

1030  FILM:  An  Officer  and  a  Gentleman 

(1932)  with  Richard  Gere  as  a  Navy 
recruit  whose  relationship  wfth  mi8  worker 
Dc-bra  Winger  is  forced  on  to  the  sJdefinss 
3S  he  is  putthrough  his  paces  by  a  tough, 
uncompromising  sergeant  Directed  by 
Taylor  Hackfoid  (831 43795) 

1230am  FILM;  Permanent  Record  (1988) 
wfth  Keanu  Reeves  and  Alan  Boyce.  A 
high-school  is  thrown  into  turmoil  when  a 
bntltam  student  with  everything  to  five  for 
commits  suicide.  Directed  by  Marisa 
Silver  (7416738) 

230  Weather  (5326592) 


Vk)caPtu*+  end  tha  Vhtoo  phwCwlw 
The  numbers  re*  to  e*£  TV**#*™™ 


and  video  Programmer  am  tradsmarte  of 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


6.00am  Open  University  (6624085)  835 
Valued  Environments.  Environmental 
Values  (0  (7753849)  7.15  News  730 
■  Secret  Squirrel  and  Co  735  The  Reafly 
WBd  Show  (0  (T)  830  JiaaSo  Stories 
(7652424)  835  The  Record  930  The 
French  Experience  (8777917)  9.15  The 
•  Biology  Collection  (872917)  9.45  Watch 
1030  Playdays  (94375)  1030  Notch 
Pbtch  House  (4329443)  1030  Cosmo 
and  Dtos  in  Punjabi  (3300240)  1055 
Cosmo  and  Dike  in  English  (3309511) 
11.00  Look  and  Read  (2310337)  1130 
-  Short  Circuit  (7488882}  11.40  English 
Time  (1681240)  12.00  English  Fde 
(73207)  1230pm  Working  Lunch  (5290Q) 
130  Beane  (44444)  130  La  Club 
(98233085)  1.45  Words  and  Pictures 
2.00  Just  So  Stories  (r)  ' 

2.10  Sport  on  Friday  Highlights  of  the  skiing 
world  championships  from  Sestriere  to 
Italy  featuring  toe  men's  giant-slalom  and 
'  toe  women’s  combined  events,  and 
previews  toe  weekend's  five  nations 
.  matches  (267066)  335  News  (T)  4.00 
Today's  the  Day  (882)  430  Ready, 
Steady.  Cook  (406)  530  Esther  (7066) 
530 Going,  Going,  Gone  (646)  - 
R00  Star  Trek  (r)  (l)  (737608) 

6150  Electric  Circus  Includes  a  review  of 
Kenneth  Branagh's  version  of  Harriet 
(989530) 

730  A  WDd  Romance  An  amusing  look  at 
love  and  romance  in  toe  animal  kingdom 
(r)  (T)  (4630) 


r".  ,$W V- 


Tin  challenge  continues  (730pm) 


730 The  BT  Global  Challenge  Update  from 
the  second  leg  —  .  red  da  Janeiro  to 
Wfefflngton  via  treacherous  Cape  Rom 
(795)  . 

BJOO Wilderness  Wefts  In  toe. last  ot  toe 
series  Cameron  McNeish  walks  Knoydart 
with  poet  and  historian  Professor  David 
Craig  (T)  (6578) 

830  Gardening  from  Scratch  Helen  Yemm 
suggests  simple  design  ideas  and 
.  solutions  to  common  problems  (I)  (5085) 

9.00  Red  Dwarf  Lister  seeks  psychiatric  help 
tom  Kryten  (!)  (4337) 

930  Never  Mind  the  Buzzcocks  (r)  (7) 

(80085) 

10.00  Room  101  Germaine  Greer  reveals  her 
pet  hales  (r)fT)  (41608) 
ia30Newanfaht(T)  (256191) 

11.15  Spec*:  Above  and  Beyond  Mfiitaiy 
*  cadets  are  plunged  into  an  intergalactic 
'  war  (208714) 

1230  Stuff  toe  White  Rabbit  John  Lenahan 
hosts  a  new  offbeat  magic  show  (67660) 
12303.10am  FILM:  Summer  Interlude 

(1950.  Ww)  with  Maj- Britt  Nfeson  and 
Birger  Maims tea  7Ws  romantic  drama 
about  young  love  directed  by  .  Ingmar 
Bergman  esfabfchecf  Bergman’s  Inter¬ 
national  reputation.  Featuring  toe  Royal 
Stockholm  Opera  Ballet,  fn  Swedish  with 
Engfish  subtitles  (82202) 


m 


Silent  Witness  Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears 
BBC/,  930pm 

Amanda  Burton  returns  as  Dr  Sam  Ryan, 
the  steely  forensic  pathologist  whose 
business  is  gleaning  evidence  from  dead 
bodies.  Although  the  show  has  never  been 
shy  about  exhibiting  its  corpses,  high  ratinr 
suggest  dial  audiences  are  remarkabl 
unsqueamish.  On  the  slab  tonight  are  the 
mortal  remains  of  a  boxer  who  collapsed  and 
died  after  a  fight  but  has  a  head  injury  which 
was  sustained  outside  the  ring.  Trust  Ryan 
be  suspicious.  Meanwhile,  her  ram 
troubles  rumble  on.  Last  time  it  was  her 


characters  to  survive  from  . the  first  series. 
The  most  notable  newcomer  is  a  detective 
superintendent  (Mick  Ford)  who  has  tangled 
with  Ryan,  professionally  and  personally, 
before  and  looks  set  to  do  so  again. 


Hie  Mrs  Merton  Show 

BBC/.  1030pm  (Wales  &  Scotland.  1030. 
NI,  11j05) 

The  joke  which  underpins  this  enterprise  is 
that  by  assuming  toe  guise  of  a  dowdy 
Lancashire  housewife  Caroline  Aheame  can 
dare  to  ask  questions  that  would  be 
impossible  if  she  appeared  as  herself.  It  has 
worked  spectacularly,  even  embarrassingly, 
well  in  tiie  past  as  poor  Chris  Eubank  can 
testify.  But  either  Mrs  M  has  mellowed  or 
her  victims  are  getting  wiser.  Whichever 


television  performers  and.  in  Ross’s  case,  no 
stranger  to  the  talk  shew  host’s  chair.  The 
result  is  a  no-score  draw.  Aheame’s  forays 

liddle- 


imo  toe  studio  audience  (mostly  jolly  midi 
aged  women)  yield  a  little  more  arid  at  least 
noboefy  is  trying  to  plug  anything. 


Here's  Johnny 
Channel -4. 1030pm 
Johnpy  is  Johnny  Vaughan,  host  of  this 
channel's  Moviewaich  and  one  of  those 
noisy,  know-all  presenters  so  much  in  favour 
ar  the  moment.  His  new  show  is  not  easy  to 
define,  though  it  is  suffused  fay  what  is 
obviously  intended  to  be  an  irreverent  form 
of  humour.  One  of  the  regular  items  is 
having  fun  at  the  expense  of  a  celebrity  by 
visiting  his  home  area  and  asking  local 
people  what  they  think  of  him.  The  subject  is 
expected  to  squirm  with  embarrassment  as 


the  results  are  relayed  to  him,  the  studio 
audience  and  to  us.  Vaughan  also  fancies 
himself  as  an  investigative  reporter,  in  which 
guise  he  promises  to  reveal  what  it  is  that 
men  do  in  their  allotment  sheds.  And  there  is 
a  “lurker  of  the  week"  award  to  people  who 
manage  to  get  themselves  in  the  background 
of  television  news  reports. 


'  Flava 

Channel  4.  l2.4Sam 

The  show  celebrating  black  music  returns 
with  more  acts  that  toe  record  companies 
and  radio  stations  tend  to  ignore.  Flava  was 
the  first  British  television  programme  to 
feature  Killing  Me  Softly  by  the  Fusees, 
which  became  the  biggest-selling  single  in 
the  country  last  yearTli  can  also  claim  to 
have  furthered  tiie  career  of  Mark  Morrison. 
The  format  remains  toe  same;  a 
presenterless  assembly  of  videos,  interrupted 
only  by  short  pieces  to  camera  (known  as 
idents  m  the  trade)  by  artists  who  may  well 
appear  in  future  programmes.  The  show 
pndfes  itself  on  being  raw  and  uncensored 
and  some  of  the  material  is  hardly  family 
viewing.  Even  so,  to  put  Flava  on  so  late  may 
negate  the  whole  object  of  the  exercise,  which 
is  to  find  a  wider  audience  for  an  ignored 
area  of  popular  music.  Peter  Waymarfc 


6.00am  GUTV  (1304795) 

935  Win,  Los®  or  Draw  (1408065) 

935  Regional  Maws  (?)  (5483849) 

KLOO  The  Time,  The  Place  (81801) 

1030 This  Morning  (33736608) 

1230pm  Regional  News  (7)  (6332443) 

1230  News  (T)  and  weather  (7298530) 

1235  Wish  You  Were  Here?  (r)  (7213849) 
135  Home  and  Away  (7)  (15936172) 
1.50  Shorttand  Street  (4856795)  250 
H  igh  Road  (T)  (5734356) 

330  News  (T)  (5235231) 

335  Regional  News  (1)  (1109202) 

330  Rosie  and  Jbn  (7441646)  040  Daffy 
Duck  (7421882)  335  Zzzap!  (1636375) 
4.15  Jumanji  (9710085)  4.40  Gtadiatots; 
Train  2  Win  (3246375) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice  (7784085) 

540  News  (T)  and  weather  (168917) 

6. DO  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T)  (1 19424) 

635  KTV  Weather  (498578) 

6L30  HTV  News  (T)  (337) 

?J»  Wheel  of  Fortune  (I)  (4356) 


Tracy  Brabfn  stars  (730pm) 


730  Coronation  Street  Curly  tries  to  make 
Anns  see  sense,  while  Trice's  baby 
makes  an  unexpected  appearance  (T) 
.  (849) 


8.00  The  BOI  Croft  and  Skase  disagree  when 
they  have  to  choose  between  investi¬ 
gating  an  assaiit  charge  and  a  cocaine 
deal  (T)  (3004) 

830  Holding  the  Baby  Gordon  learns  he  is 
going  to  be  replaced  by  his  boss's 
secretary  and  his  layabout  brother  Rob 
feces  an  equally  terrible  problem  — 
somebody  has  offered  him  a  job  (2511) 
930  The  Ruth  Rendell  Mysteries:  May  and 
June  (2/2)  As  May  settles  into  her  new 
home  It  becomes  dear  she  is  replacing 
her  sister  In  everyone's  affections. 
Induc&rg  John's.  Only  Margery  senses  a 
sinister  undertone  (T)  (5337) 

1£X0O  News  (7)  and  weather  (61462) 

1030  FILM:  Look  Who’s  Talking  (1989)  with 
John  Travolta.  Kirstie  Alley.  Olympia 
Dukakis,  George  Segal  and  featuring  toe 
voice  of  Bruce  Willis.  Hughly  successful 
romantic  comedy  about  the  relationship 
that  devetopes  between  a  pregnant 
woman,  the  cabbie  who  drives  her  to  the 
maternity  hospital  and  her  newborn  baby, 
Mikey.  Directed  by  Amy  Heckerfing 
-  (58631578) 

1235am  Dial  L  for  Lirrv  Valentine’s  Day 
compilation  of  love  songs  featuring 
videos  by  Marvin  Gaye,  Madonna  and 
Hdf  Chocolate  (7410554) 

235  Club  Nation  (2995825) 

3.05  Shift  (1801 196) 

435  Dear  Nick  (r)  (5992757) 

5.00  Coronation  Street  (r)  (7)  (79080) 

530  News 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except: 

12£5pm-135  A  Country  Practice  (7213849) 
130  Savannah  (3228004) 

2.40  World  of  Wonder  (3543424) 

230-330  Our  House  (5734356) 

5.10-5.40  Shorttand  Street  (7784065) 
635-730  Central  News  (293849) 

1040  Central  Weekend  Live  (9008337) 
12.10am  Weekly  World  News  (7239028) 
1235  Dial  L  for  Lurv  (7410554) 

235  FILM:  Lover  Boy  (534047) 

330  Crazy  for  Love  (2537399) 

4A5  Central  Jobfinder  ’97  (8235738) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1230pm-123O  Illuminations  (6332443) 
1235-135  Emmerdate  (7213849) 

130  High  Road  (20628714) 
230330'Murder,  She  Wrote:  The  Return 
of  Preston  Gfles  starring  Angela 
Lansbury  (7882066) 

5.10-640  Home  and  Away  (7784085) 
6.00-730  Westcountry  Live  presented  by 
Alison  Johns  and  Richard  Bath  (72066) 
1235am  Dial  L  for  Lurv  (7410554) 


rf- 


As  HTV  West  except 

1235pm-135  A  Country  Practice  (7213849) 
135  Savannah  (4B64714) 

230-330  Justice  of  the  Land  (5734356) 
5.10-540  Home  and  Away  (7784085) 
630-730  Meridian  Tonight  (72066) 
1235am  DM  L  for  Lurv  (7410554) 

530  Freescreen  (79080) 


ANGUA 


As  HTV  West  except 
12.19pm  AngUa  Air  Watch  (6351578) 
1235-135  A  Country  Practice  (7213849) 
135  Savannah  (4864714) 

230330  Dogs  with  Dunbar  (5734356) 
5.10-540  Shorttand  Street  (7784085) 
635-7.00  Anglia  News  (293849) 

1039  Anglb  Afr  Watch  (243153) 

1030 AngUa  News  and  Weather  (62151 1) 
1045  In  the  Dark  with  Julian  Clary  (684849) 
11.15  Band  X  Live  performances  from  top 
regional  bands  Plus  interviews  with 
Cathy  Dennis  and  Rod  Argent  (433998) 
1235am  Dial  L  for  Lurv  (7410554) 


CHANNEL  4 


6.00am  Sesame  Street  (20375)  730  The  Big 
Breakfast  (25733)  930  Bewitched  (r) 
(48511) 

930  Schools  (T)  (687849) 

12.00  Bloom  (rj  (T)  (68375)  1230pm  Here's 
One  I  Made  Earlier  (r)  (95917)  1.00  Cybri 
(r)  (T)  (24541375)  135  The  Scarecrow 
(b/w).  A  Buster  Keaton  short  (15934714) 
130  FILM:  The  Clock  (1945.  b/w)  Romantic 
drama  with  Judy  Gariand  in  her  first  non- 
singing  rote.  Directed  by  Vincente  Minnelli 
(T)  (18736646) 

330  Travelling  Light  Tim  Grundy  and  Peter 
Hamilton  leave  Chester  for  toe  Newton 
Heath  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Football  Club,  the  birthplace  of 
Manchester  United  (T)  (443)  4.00  Fifteen 
to  One  (7)  (578)  430  Countdown  (7) 
(462)  5.00  Ricfd  Lake  (T)  (5462)  530  Pet 
Rescue  01  (714) 

630 TFl  Friday  (70608) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (T)  (412207) 

735 The  Political  Slot  An  MP  is  given 

the  chance  to  make  a  pertinent  personal 
comment  (385085) 

830  Bloom  Delphiniums,  Britain's  rarest  wiki- 
ftower  — foe  pasque  flower  and  the 
humble  buttercup  (3/6)  (T)  (1646) 

830  Brookside  While  love  might  be  in  the  air 
for  Bon,  kfick  might  be  applying  loo  much 
pressure  on  Elaine.  Will  toe  much  hyped 
cafe  bar  open  on  time?  (7)  (9563) 

9.00  Dressing  For  Breakfast  Louise  learns 
toe  truth  about  her  mother's  new 
boyfriend  ( 817)  (T)  (2733) 

930 Spin  City  Comedy  series  starring 
Michael  J.  Fox.  Ashley  is  given  toe 
chance  to  become  an  on-air  news 
reporter  (T)  (75153) 

1030  Rosearme  A  visit  to  a  luxury  health  spa 
proves  a  little  too  much  etlort  for 
Rosearme  and  Jackie  (T)  (69004) 


S4C 


Starts:  630  Sesame  Street  (20375)  7.00  The 
Big  Breakfast  (25733)  9.00  Bewitched 
(48511)  930  Ysgotlon  (687849)  1230 
Coflectars’  Lot  (68375)  1230pm  Hare's  One 
I  Made  Earlier  (95917)  1.00  Slot  Mefihrin 
(28820)  130  The  Living  Sea  (94288)  2.00 
Cynhadledd  y  Cejdwadwyr  (5578)  430 
Fffteen-to-One  (578)  430  Classic  Trains 
(462}  530  5  Pump  (5462)  530  Countdown 
(714)  630  Newyddion  (194240)  6.05  Heno 
(120530)  635  Gair  Am  Aur  (465240)  7.00 
Pobol  y  Cwm  (889191)  735  Y  Sloe  Gelt 
(398288)  630  Penctecwydd:  tonawr  — 
ChWBfror  (1646)  8.30  Newytktion  (9563)  930 
Pawb  an  Fam  (137646)  9-45  Pobt  y  Pwti 
(567191)  10.00  Brookside  (69004)  1030 
Here's  Johnny  (502882)  1136  The  Girlie 
Show  (151153)  1135  TFl  Friday  (848066) 
12.40am  Robin  (8441863)  12.45  Flava 
(72134)  1.15  FILM:  Dead  of  Night  (994283) 

3.10  FILM:  Man  In  the  Back  Seat  (1808009) 

4.10  FILM:  The  Legend  ot  He»  House 
(793873) 


Host  Johnny  Vaughan  (1030pm) 


1030 [ 


Hera’s  Johnny  New  series  of 
E2B5BJ  comedy,  chat  and  celebrity 
guests  hosted  by  Johnny  Vaughan  (1/7) 
(T)  (502882) 

tl.05  The  Girlie  Show  ( 6/12)  (151153) 

1 1.35  TFl  Friday  (r)  (848066) 

12Aaam  Robin  A  new  animated  series  from 
Sweden  —  strictly  for  adults  (8441863) 
Flava  (1/8)  New  music  series 
(72134) 


12.45 


1.15  FILM:  Dead  ot  fflght  (1945.  b/w)  with 
Mwvyn  Johns.  Five  tales  of  the 
supernatural.  The  directors  are  Alberto 
Cavalcanti.  Charles  Crichton,  Basil 
Dearcten  and  Robert  Hamer  (994283) 

3. 10  FILM:  Man  in  (he  Back  Seat  (1961)  A 
thntter  stating  Denen  Nesbitt  and  Keith 
Faiftner.  Directed  by  Vernon  Sewell 
(1808009) 

4.10  FILM:  The  Legend  of  Heti  House 

(1973)  A  supernatural  honor  directed  by 
John  Hough  (71723680)  Ends  at  530 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


•  For  more  rompirhensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 

channels,  see  the  Directory, 

published  on  Satnrday 
SKY  1 


•V 


1200 

3c- 


-ne  Gtov  (B471S3J  8fl0 

5  “ ..saosst  So 

-  10.00  AncSha  Wortd 

WMWy  1299381  l-OOpm 
-.Essaff  ZOO  Saly 
..--T-  3.00  Jrw  Jon®  (38172) 

^7 .572071 5J00 sar Tretett® 
‘  ,S723>  &C0  Beal  IV  (97951 

_*-r  cirferen  (3375(730 
r-ifittl  7 JO  «*  A-S-H 
-  rraS&  BJO  Walter.  Teas 
~ ~  ’--ccr,  10.00  High  modern 


1245pm  UM*  MBHon.  (TW9' 

(8299031)  2JB  Xtx  Btertr  How 
(461820)  420  Porco  Homo  C1MB) 

sss.'srssasiaG 

Top  10  (2268)  830  Stmt  Swa  Hhj 
tody  (1986)  (B4086J  1030  Kte  of 
WhfIMS)  (296260)  11A5  Mdltfadlo 
^K30)  IJOmn  MkWght 
Heat  (1BBS)  (296889)  330  PenWhkM 
(199S)  (77268^  4-50  Urn 
(1888)  (78818070) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


FOX  KIDS  NETWORK 


\ce 

630  *43.-rrS 


8.00 


130  Hi!  Mb  (2«41) 


finapm  My  FawotsOs  Onmfle  fHK7) 

(3300066)  830  SWriey  Vetanttne 

1030  M«r  JtekOy 
(4217917)  1145  The  Ha  (19^ 
(3001X53)  WWem  Om*"0  (I®68! 

[688447571  330435  The i  Coirf  «* 
Maete  CrWo  (1934)  (8S3340S) 
CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 


SKY  2 


- "S 9C2 to <5627820/ BAO 

7.00pn>  ^--er  i  a  rm  Pacific  DOW 

*4^1  ,A«  f  dan  me  OyO 
Sf  Showj599Z288) 


Ctrtmuous  eaHDore  from  Sum  tP_»gh 
fften  mr  Hms  as  tetawr  BMgmatCW 
NWO  (2B7ieaes)  zoo  Heme  gtfwaa. 

CeeeMeooe  (1  *&>  JgWISTg 
■IJSOm  "toe  Boertna  Twrttaf  rtggl 

P367B1 151 34&530  lOe^e  (472370®! 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL  ' 


OOGamThM  UHa  Ghostt  (7S68209)  630 
hspeoor  Gadget  (99018453)  730  Samurai 
P6ZB  C&s,  (5078240)  730  Wghty  Maprtn 
Power  Hangars  (5903375)  030  Masted 
Rktel  (5663630)  830  Qo«loo  (5682901) 
930  .Rfrnba's  Stand  (1012606)  935 
2 oobtee  Zoo  (4652434)  MB  Wy  Why 
.Party  (1947153)  1030  PwxcrtQ 
0885601)  1030  89y  W  Cut  (5856337) 
1130  Pnneass  Starts  and  the  JawU  Riders 
M1S2173  1130  Bumpaty  Boo  (4103801) 
1230  Rirba’s  Wand  (89322358)  1235pm 
ZbcteaeZoo  (9144^7®  1Z45-WlTy  Why 
Rsrty  (48329801)  130  PraocHo 
{597S51 1)  130  BBy  Cal  (9834801)  230 
Three  uatecnosa  pieesan  230  Inspec¬ 
tor  Gadget  (3250733)330  Samurai  Pi2za 
CMS  151 42337) 330  to  Ventura  (32S257S) 
430  Caspar  (324108^  430  M£hV 
Mrxptan  PtMar  Rangaw  (32472®)  530 
Masted  FMer  (5147882)  530  EpkWnan 
(3251849)  630  Goceataumpa  (3251482) 
530730  Sweat  VaQey  Ifoh  (3242714) 

SKY  SPORTS  1 


100  Yeere  at  Honor  (9325660)  230  Rod 
Seclng's  N^U  Qalery  (931 1467)  330-430 
Ptoat  tt*  13th  (3242221) 
TLC/PJSCOVERV _ 


SKY  NEWS 


x&sge.  I"*  bAnftgq" 
a  ssu.  tiavs  aueek 


nS2  -^-  zooPrhe  s 

psm  ■  "  Jzjr  ..nybaa  435  Ctw 
■die  Beaa  }1OTBLJS  Sml  (60090511) 

THF.  MOVIE  CHANN&. 
- -  .  lien 


eta,  mute  GoM  takea  eteirac  lOpn. 

Tracks  (Blfflaa^  025 

OuatJi  Aaes* 

7.15  The  Lttao- 

(871SS301  7AO 

jss»a'ass3»«jss- 


730 am  Sports  Cartre  (14799)  730  Wkes- 
ang  (5SS78)  830  Radno  New  (16559) 
930  Sports  Centre  IB0S11)  930  Qtatec 
Third  Teet  (S837S)  1130  Ttf*  Una 
(BOI  911  t230pn  NofiusMs  (47917)  130 
Brapean  PGA.  Goth  Onwneton  Data  Pn> 
Am  —  live  (1  ESI  53)  430  Wortd  Sport 
Special  (3530)  430  IPS  FoatbeS  WUes  v 
England — live  (18578)  830  Sports  Cerme' 
(2280E9  730  Nabusssrs  (5845)  730 
CriCtet  Third  Test  (B2483  930  Otctec 
Thtd  Test  —  Uve  pi 72649)  430aa*430- 
Sports  Certre  p0080)  • 

SKY  SPORTS  2 


Caruso  »d  C^e  In  Khs  of  Death  (Movie  Channel,  10pm) 


EUROSPORT 


B30pm  The  Ru£*  Club  (1471172)  Buoo 
tea  Hockey.  NHL  Tteter  Weak  (1468608) 
1030  TWesang  (I4ainq  -1130  Wom 
5X3(1  Spedd  (3310004)  1130  Tha  Rugby 
CU>  (2077443)  1230en»-13O  Sporte 
Came  (3)14689) 


730am  Cics-COuniry  Sang.  Sapporo 
nemrtonal  (64202)  530  Stew  woman's 
S&tem  (71482)1030  Speed  Stamg-Wtatid 
Cherrpionshps  (41733)  1230  Cross- 
Country  Sing:  Tartu  Marathon  [44820) 
130pm-  teemsdend  Uetorapons  Report 
(20240)  230  Tennis  Mmsade  ATP  —  Uw 
,pi5S^  330  Tannit  Ouba  Open  —  Lira 
(4332551)  730  Tans:  ttotea  AIR  — 
LM  (14781)  030  Bcning  (13375)  1030 
Suns:  Basis  Toumamert  (15462)  1130- 
»2J0  SpeeO  SteHnO  Vtestd  Owrpcn- 
tMps  (75337) 


230  A  place  Ot  Cate  (378162?)  3 30 
Bouquet  o S  Barbed  Wire  (2142917)  430 
Doctor  Sertes  h  Charpe  2  SSKJB20)  430 
Soft  Ends  (8396004)  530  Dempsey  and 
Makepeace  (39830B5)  630  Classic  Coo- 
isnton  Street  (9284269)  530  Pamftes 
16208849)  730  Doctor  Series,  to  Charge  2 
(3384714)  730  Cuckoo  Wafa  (6297733) 
830  Bouquet.-af  Barbod  Wire  (10823S6) 
030  Gtogur  Ooronetton  Steal  (S75S57B) 
935  3000  Lite  Guide  (4196530)  1030- 
f130Derppasy  and  fttespcace  (1008307) 

From  1130pcn-230wn  Man  and  Motets 

GRANADA  GOOD  UFE 


030am  Joy  at  paining  (2036579)  930 
Gardeners'  Diffly  (8650153)  10-00  Surprise 
Chet  (7160375)  1030  Our  House 

(20264621  1130  The  Parted  House 
(7227795)  11 30  Des  Old  House  (7228124) 
1230  Sweet  Thmge  (20167J4)  1230pm 
Graham  Ken  (5839019)  130  Today's 
Gourmet  (7659337)  130 Home  Agan  mlh 
Bob  Via  (5400630)  230  Horneune 
(5939989  230  Pisuure  ID  Go  (2833530) 
330  T«o  e  Country  (5S41733)  330-430 
ThS  Old  House  (2845375) 

D1SCOVH7Y  takes  ow  at  4.00pm. 
430pm  Ftertnp  Adventures  1  (2834882) 
430  Bteh  Tucker  Man  (Z82D066)  530 
ConnecMns  2  (S9S3578)  530  Beyond 
2000  (28M64S  630 WBd  Drags  ^6006381 
7.00  Beyond  2000  (5933714)  730  Mysteri¬ 
ous  Forces  Beyond  (28217B5)  830 
Jmeslca  R  (7456907)  930  Medteel  Detec- 
Vvee  (7247SSS)  030  Medtea I  DsecSMas 
[4956545)  1030  Jusace  Ftes  (3673838) 
1130  Speed  Merchants  (1669714)  1230 
No  Man's  Land  (9630283)  130am  Ftoad- 
show  ^658047)  130-230  Vltorid  ct  Adven¬ 
tures  (4742080) 

UK  GOLD  _ 


(77269)  7.00  Escape  trom  Juprter  (25117) 
730  Flash  Gordon  (10463)  830  Batman 
(48714)  830  Dennis  the  Menace  (45085) 
030  Earthworm  Jttn  (36337)  930  Bobby's 
World  (72637)  1030  (tomuaW  the  ftehdaer 
(91849)  1030  tzrsgoud  (65849)  1130 
Danger  Mouse  (24917)  1130  Groradate 
rtgh  (25646)  1230  Oscar's  Orchestra 
143801)  1230pm  Art  Attack  175443)  130 
Road  10  Awnlea  (71S98)  230  Ocean 
Odyssey  (7646)  230  Escape  from  Jupeer 
(2066)  330  Batman  (6153)  330  Plash 
Gordon  (751 1)  430  Earthworm  Jim  t»46) 
430-630  Denrvs  the  Menace  (5530) 


NICKELODEON 


(3135153)  1130  Young  aid  the  Restfess 
(5226240)  11-6S  New  I*  and  Mrs 
(64492191)  1223pm  Caff  tha  Doctor 
(549915581 1235  Tempesa  (1144207)  135 
Gorofar  BtoO  (6806356)  230  Agony 
Experience  (4478172)  330  Live  at  Three 
(64752)72)  43S  Jerry  Springer  (133D117) 
535  Lingo  (66295269)  530  Ludty  Ladders 
(4489288)  630  I  Dream  at  Jeanrra 
(8867627)  638  Beady.  Steady,  Cook. 
(18684241  735  (ntaftramn  UK  (1605085) 
7-40  Who':.  Sorry  Norf»  (23444431  835 
Roionda  (4220004)  930  FILM:  Game  at 
Low  (8302424)  1130-1230  Spicy  Sex 
Files  (8891785) 

CHALLENGE  TV  _ 


frOOwn  Tutlas  (340041  630  B*et  Mce 
(63*43)  730  Captain  Srawn  (94801)  730 
The  CtytXteeper  WWW)  830  Bruno  the 
Kid  (82630)  830  Hey  Arnold  (321 7 J)  9.00 
Huqrata  (98153)  930  Rusyais  (34443) 
1030  Aefirtilffart  Monsters  (54795)  1030 
Douq  (94337)  1130  Bocko  (79*43)  1130 
Bailey  hTpper  (701 721 1230  Kenan  and  Kel 
(18817)  1230pm  A to.  Mack  (*5556)  130 
Sister  StSJer  193172)  130  Moesha  (37530) 
230  Tha  Farals  (2172)  230  Wfehbcro 
(2220)  330  SnchrV  Artxnd  (1207)  330 
Aa31ri  R eel  Monsters  (M37)  430  Doug 
12795)  830  Press  Gang  (8849)  830-730 
Are  You  Afraid  ot  the  Qarfci  (2801) 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 


GRANADA  PLUS 


SKY  SPORTS  3 


£-r0eC7r  T.fo  90° 

rsw«a» 


*33791  830-1030 


1230  Bud  Pro  Sorting  (68319627)  i30pm 
Foetofl  League  Ravww  (8KC837S)  230 
Crick*  ThaCtTasl  (2672C4Q2)  430 Baska- 
7-Up  Tropty  Sen*flnal  Second  Leg 
(06882917)  830  &rd  Pro  Sjrtnfl 
(asaOBSTf]  7-00  Two  Mfarfa.  Sport 
i)  830  European  PGA  Go#- 
_i  DM8  ftrvftm  (38712443)  1030 
Certre  £28731578)  1130-1230 
i  Theditor  (296S999S) . 


830am  Krypton  factor  (1371730)  630 
TIcMe  on  tfn.Tvm  P0643004)  By45  Ma^c 
Bar  (4108830  730  Alscrte  (7D580E6) 
7.18  TcMa  on  the  Turn  £4002530)  730 
Cotmede  (303S5 1 1)  &00  QmdC  Qatre- 
ifai  Street  £2707627)  830  Famffies 
gTOewq  800  Dempsey  and  Makepeace 
IS3373B8)  1030  Spit  Ertte  @790898) 
1030  Coetoo  Wacz  C71&4S9  1130 
WS*l  Tha*  WMS  £3018559)  IZOQOasW 
CofOB&m  Straw  {27007)4/  1230pn) 
Faritea  £3014707)  130  Atxn  Motet 
{3012375)  130  Krypton  Factor  (446*2*8) 


From  630ra>A30  TV  W^l 
From  930-1230  Food  and  Wire 
From  i23O830pra  Heatti  and  BeaiAy 
From  330830  Home  and  Garden 


730ara  Teiystack  (7999530)  735  NBQh- 
txxas  (3570375)  830  Crossroads 

(B62628B)  835  EaaErtfert  (3681694)  930 
The  Bd  (2005608)  930  Boatfast  Mdh  the 
Brtwrete  @850171)  1030  Never  the  Twain 
(7162733)  10130  Tha  Saftnre  (2027820) 
1130  Ftodritad  Rtea  (16at207)  1230 
Crossroads  (2018172)  1230pm  Neigh- 
bouts  (8755707)  130  EaatEndais 

(9009004)  135  Two  Romes  (511330) 
230  For  the  Lowe  o I  At*i  (2642288}  MO 
Grtdmasler  (BB43191)  330  The  BO 
(2847733)  430  Al  Creatures  Grert  and 
SiTtal  [7243733)  530  Bob's  Frf  House 


730pm  Enrauffoneni  UK  (3288)  730 
Roseame  ^085)  830  Boacanna  0608) 
830  Monty  Pythons  (1443)  930  Cheats 
(992071  830  T«t  (257S5)  1030  Garry 
Storings  (19546)  1030  Fraser  (95066) 
11-00  Mcwie  CU>  151424)  1130  Moray 
Pythons  (83207)  1230  The  Cnnc  (50318) 
1230MII  Soap  (27711)  130  Cheers 
(77757)  130  Tan  (161341  230  ELK 
(38931)  230  Move  Club  (24738)  330 
Frasier  (80221 )  330-430  Garry  Sharringa 


530pm  Prize  Tme  (6072T53)  535  BtOcfr- 
bustera  (1353820)  535  Proa  Tim  [9618201 
530  Spetooune)  (80*8201 630  Prize  Time 
(478848)  830  Cachphrase  (724530)  635 
Prize  True-  (71119);  7M  Sate  rt  the 
Cemuy  (886066)  730  Prna  Time  (372646) 
730  Gives  Us  a  Clue  (856998)  8.10  Prize 
Time  (988356)  830  All  Quad  Up  (71G0GQ 
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MOTOR  RACING  46 

Pr ost  returns  to 
Formula  One  on 
day  of  reckoning 


SPORT 


FOOTBALL  49 

Also-rans  aspiring 
to  new  heights 
in  FA  Cup  challenge 
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Le  Tissier  must  not  carry  the  blame 

Hoddle  fails  to 
let  England 
in  on  the  secret 

By  Rob  Hughes,  football  correspondent 


THE  Italians  have  a  word  for 
what  happened  to  England  on 
Wednesday  night  auio- 
lesionistico.  self-wounding. 

As  the  Italy  players  dined 
late  after  the  1-0  victory  in 
their  World  Cup  group  two 
qualifying  game  at  Wembley, 
some  of  them  still  could  not 
believe  the  gamesmanship  at¬ 
tempted  by  Glenn  Hoddle,  the 
England  coach,  that  had 
played  into  their  hands,  or 
England's  attempts  to  sur¬ 
prise  them  with  the  maverick 
Le  Tissier  instead  of  flatten 
them  with  the  sheer  weight  of 
power  of  Ferdinand,  whom 
they  both  feared  and 
respected. 

“If  they  had  played  Ferdi¬ 
nand  horn  the  start  it  would 
have  given  us  far  more  prob¬ 
lems.  as  everyone  saw  when 
he  came  on  and  we  began  to 
feel  the  effects.-  Zola,  whose 
goal  had  proved  so  decisive, 
opined. 

Di  JVlatteo,  his  Chelsea  and 
Italy  team-mate,  said  that  the 
Italians  had  known  from  early 
in  the  day  that  England  might 
spring  Le  Ussier,  but  had 
chosen  to  do  nothing  about  it 
And  Costacurta.  the  AC  Milan 
centre  hack  who  had  sur¬ 
prised  even  himself  with  his 
efficiency  as  a  libero.  com¬ 
mented;  “I  was  really  sur¬ 
prised  he  {Hoddle}  played  Le 
Tissier  because  somebody  like 
lan  Wright  would  have  made 
it  more  difficult  for  me." 

Even  the  visitors,  then,  were 
homing  in  on  the  national 
scapegoat,  Le  Tissier,  as  if  he 
alone  was  responsible  for  a 
defeat  so  comprehensive,  so 
total  in  the  elements  of  tech- 
niqueand  tactics,  that  surely  it 
could  not  have  been  a  one- 
man  folly. 

By  all  accounts,  Hoddle  was 
intern  yesterday  on  “finding 
the  mole"  who  leaked  his 
intended  surprise  formation. 
He  should  not  waste  his 
breath  or  his  time. 

Rather.  England  can  ieam. 
in  both  the  short  and  long¬ 
term,  10  face  realities,  to 
appreciate  that  English  dis¬ 
comfort  on  the  ball  and  in  new 
formations  stems  from  that 
old  familiar  thing:  a  lack  of 
proper  schooling. 


Graham  Le  Saux  told  it  like 
it  is  as  soon  as  he  came  off  the 
field.  “They  passed  the  bail , 
better."  he  admitted.  “They 
knew  when  to  play,  when  to 
use  one  touch,  when  to  hold 
it" 

Pearce,  at  34  and  with  73 
caps  the  most  experienced,  as 
well  as  the  oldest  defender  in 
England  colours,  had  been 
negligent  in  allowing  Zola  to 
find  the  space  for  the  goal, 
even  if  Sol  Campbell,  the 
young  Tottenham  Hotspur 
centre  back,  blamed  himself 
yesterday  for  not  covering 
Pearce  and  attempting  the 
interception  a  crucial  half¬ 
yard  earlier. 

Behind  them,  Ian  Walker 
had  looked  out  of  position  at 
the  vital  moment.  He  has  an 
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RESULTS:  Moldova  0  England  3; 
Mddova  1  fluty  3.  England  2  Poland  1; 
Italy  1  Georgia  a  Georgia  0  England  2. 
Poland  2  Moldova  1;  England  0  Italy  1. 

MATCHES  TO  COLE;  Mar  29:  fc*  v 
Moldova.  Apr  2:  Poland  v  taty.  Apr  3ft 
England  v  Georgia;  Italy  v  Poland  May 
31:  Poland  v  England  Juna  T.  Georgia  v 
Moldova.  June  14:  Poland  v  Georgia. 
Sapt  1ft  England  v  Moldova.  Geo r&a  v 
Italy.  Sept  24:  Moldova  v  Georgia.  Oct  7t 
Moldova  v  Poland.  Oct  11:  (Cafy  v 
England;  Georgia  v  Poland 


excuse,  which  is  no  excuse  for 
him  being  there  in  the  first 
place.  Tony  Lanighan.  the 
Tottenham  physiotherapist, 
subsequently  confirmed  a  ru¬ 
mour  that  Walker  had  played 
with  a  pain-killing  injection 
into  an  inflamed  shoulder. 

“He  had  this  injury  for  a  few 
weeks,  but  didn't  tell  any¬ 
body."  Lanighan  said.  “We 
noticed  a  problem  when 
Roberto  Di  Matleo  scored 
Chelsea’s  second  goal  from 
long-range  against  us.  lan 
went  for  it  with  his  right  arm 
instead  of  the  left." 

Doubtless  the  Italians  knew 
of  this  defect  Did  Hoddle? 
One  is  hesitant  to  join  in  the 
melodrama,  the  Machiavel¬ 
lian  games  that  a  young,  and 
hopefully  still  learning.  Eng- 
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ACROSS 

4  Long-life  (milk)  (1,1,1) 

8  Made  of  baked  day  (7) 

9  Fight  off  (attacked  (S) 

(0  Stratum;  a  hen  (5) 

IJ  Yield  easily  to  (desire)  {7} 
12  In  shy.  humble  way  (8) 

14  Floating  platform  (4) 

15  Appearance (4) 

16  Naive;  several  Popes  (8) 

20  Cbnunit,  deliver  (7) 

21  Method  of  employment  (5) 

23  Simple  dress;  an  expedient 

(5) 

24  Bizarre.  Dafresqne  (7) 

25  Word  of  assent  (5) 


DOWN 

1  Calf-skin  parchment  (6) 

2  A  Paris  airport  (4) 

3  Prickles  (6) 

4  Reluctance  (13) 

5  Exchange  of  goods  (5) 

6  A  slapping  (of  liquid)  {8} 

7  Flowing,  speaking,  easfly 

m 

13  Spike,  as  dead  as  it  (S) 

15  Plague  grasshopper  (6) 

17  CoHedcd  works(6) 

18  By  three  times  (6) 

19  Walter—.  Tbuiber's  fenta- 

astp) 

22  Yemen  port,  once  British 
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land  coach  has  indulged  in 
this  past  fortnight.  But  Hoddle 
must  not  panic  into  joining  the 
chorus,  much  of  it  precon¬ 
ceived.  that  isolates  Le  Tissier 
as  the  fulcrum  of  England's 
sorry  disarray. 

Certainly  the  saint  of  South¬ 
ampton  did  not  impress.  Who 
did?  England  had  the  appear- 
anoe  of  the  unrehearsed:  inju¬ 
ries  to  key  players  contributed 
to  that,  but  so  did  the  strange 
and  protracted  England  game 
of  secrecy. 

Hoddle  waited  for  too  long 
for  lame  individuals.  The 
consequence  of  this  was  that 
not  only  was  the  nation  left 
guessing  at  the  Wembley  line¬ 
up  but  so  were  the  England 
players. 

They  learnt  whether  they 
were  in  or  out  at  around 
teatime  on  Tuesday.  Can  you 
imagine  Brazil.  Germany. 
Holland  or  Italy  going  into 
such  an  important  interna¬ 
tional  match  with  so  little 
preparation? 

Abroad,  away  from  our 
“superior"  island,  they  have 
long  accepted  that  there  are  no 
secrets  worth  preserving,  that 
the  public  has  a  right  to 
knowledge  of  players  in  a 
public  game,  that  practice 
sessions  might  as  well  be  free 
and  open.  Cesare  MaJdini,  at 
65  Italy's  new  national  coach, 
spoke  after  the  victory  of 
England  attempting  under¬ 
cover  games  that  were  outdat¬ 
ed  in  Italy  15  to  20  years  ago. 
“These  days,  in  every  corner  of 
the  world,  there  is  a  TV  set."  he 
said.  "Therefore  we  know  all 
of  the  English  players,  their 
defects  and  their  capabilities." 

It  was  like  a  tap  on  the 
shoulder  to  a  young  pretender. 
If  Hoddle  believed  that  Italy 
had  taken  any  kind  of  a 
chance,  for  example  in 
blooding  Fabio  Cannavaro  as 
the  marker  to  Alan  Shearer, 
he  is  mistaken.  Italy  go  in  for 
continuity;  Makiini  Sr  has  for 
ten  years  taken  care  of  the 
under-21  team.  And  so  he 
knew  Cannavaro  inside  out, 
knew  tiiat  he  was  suited  to  the 
task.  It  is  called  professional¬ 
ism  and  it  is  followed  on  the 
Continent  with  a  longer-term 
strategy  than  in  England. 
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Nick  Price  launches  a  drive  against  the  backdrop  of  hills  around  Sun  City  in  die  first  round  of  the  Dimension  Data  Pro-Am.  Report,  page  50 

Atherton  prepares  for  Ashes  mission 


From  Alan  Lee 

CRICKET  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  CHRISTCHURCH 

MICHAEL  ATHERTON  be¬ 
lieves  that  England  have  at 
last  hit  upon  a  team  likely  to 
offer  continuity  and  consisten¬ 
cy.  _  qualities  that  have  re¬ 
mained  elusive  during  his 
time  as  captain.  He  also 
suggests  it  should  be  kept 
together,  as  much  as  possible, 
for  the  forthcoming  Ashes 
summer. 

Such  confidence  may  seem 
dangerously  premature  after  a 
single,  overdue  Test  victory, 
but  Atherton  was  in  deter¬ 
minedly  upbeat  mood  on  the 
eve  of  the  final  Test  match 
against  New  Zealand,  which 
began  here  this  morning. 

Contrasting  sharply  with 
his  New  Zealand  counterpart. 
Lee  Germon.  who  is  assailed 
fay  criticism  on  all  sides  and 
faced  a  late  fitness  test  on  a 
grain  injury  flat  obliged  a 
stand-by  call  to  Adam  Pa  rare, 
Atherton  emphasised  his  view 
that  England  have  played 
praiseworthy  Test  cricket  all 
winter. 


“I  know  some  people  wfll 
take  no  notice  or  simply 
disagree  but  I  maintain  that 
our  Test  performances  have 
been  good  throughout  the 
tour.  We  have  had  the  odd 
poor  session,  though  these  are 
getting  fewer  and  less  serious, 
and  we  look  well  balanced. 
The  top  six  is  settled,  giving  us 
decent  totals,  and,  apart  from 
a  couple  of  occasions,  we  have 
bawled  with  some  penetra¬ 
tion. 

The  two  spinners  here  have 
become  a  key  part  of  our 
cricket  and  I  would  like  to 
think  that  will  remain  the  case 
tins  summer.  I  certainly 
believe  we  have  the  makings 
of  a  more  consistent  side  and 
hope  that  we  can  now  look 
forward  to  establishing  that 
degree  of  continuity  which 
makes  everyone's  job  a  bit 
easier." 

Although  admitting  that 
Dominic  Cork  has  ban  en¬ 
countering  problems,  Ather¬ 
ton  said:  “He  wfll  come  good 
again.  Pm  sure  of  that’  Cork 
might  have  benefited,  yester¬ 
day.  from  the  presence  of 
England's  bowling  consultant 


Ian  Botham,  but  he  was  once 
again  absent  and  his  input  to 
this  leg  of  the  tour  has  been 
negligible. 

Atherton  declines,  publicly 
at  least  to  look  ahead  so 
positively  an  a  personal  front 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
wants  to  retain  the  captaincy 
against  Australia  and  no  ques¬ 
tion  that  he  will  have  his  wish; 
so  long  as  England*  com¬ 
mand  of  this  series  does  not 
wither  over  the  coming  five 
days. 

Even,  while  his  team  was 
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Atherton:  confident 


underachieving  and  his  lead¬ 
ership  was  consequently 
under  intense  scrutiny.  Ather¬ 
ton  has  cut  a  relaxed  figure  on 
this  tour.  He  has  been  more 
comfortable  than  before  with 
his  tactical  grip  and.  in  Wel¬ 
lington.  his  manipulation  of 
the  game  through  bowling 
and  field  changes  was 
impressive. 

Bob  Bennett,  the  chairman 
of  the  .new  England  manage¬ 
ment  committee,  endorsed 
this  view  when  he  said  yester¬ 
day.  "There  was  a  sense  from 
the  outset,  in  Wellington,  that 
they  had  only  one  thing  in 
their  heads,  and  that  was 
winning.  You  may  say  this 
should  always  be  the  case  but 
too  often  negative  thoughts- 
creep  in." 

Bennett  has  spoken  regular¬ 
ly  by  telephone  with  Atherton 
and  the  coach.  David  Utiyd. 
during  the  tour,  and  since 
joining  the  party  he  has  had 
informal  meetings  with  each 
of  them.  “It  is  important  that  1 
don’t  deflect  them  from  the  job 
they  have  m  finish,"  he  said.  “I 
am  here  to  observe  and 
encourage." 


Bennett’S  committee  staged 
its  first  full  meeting  last 
month,  at  which  the  decisions 
included  the.  appointment  of 
John  Barclay,  manager  of  this 
tour,  to  chair  a  development 
committee,  and  the  reappoint¬ 
ment  of  Doug  Insole,  one  of- 
tiie  establishment  pillars  of 
the  English  game,  as  chair¬ 
man'  of  the  international  sub¬ 
committee. 

.  Identifying  a  new  chairman 
of  selectors  remains  the  out¬ 
standing  item  on  Bennett's 
agenda.  Although  the  role  is 
being  deliberately  downgrad¬ 
ed  in  its  scope  —  the  new 
chairman,  for  instance,  will 
defer  to  Bennett  on  disciplin¬ 
ary  matters  —  its  profile  will 
.remain high; 

Bennett  confirmed  yester¬ 
day  that  he  is  open-minded 
about  payings  salary  to  the 
successful  candidate,  who  wfll 
be  selected  only  after  a  short¬ 
list  of  contenders  have  been 
interviewed  early  next  month. 
Counties  are  free  to.  make 
nominations  but  Bennett's 
committee  can .  headhunt  if 
they  so  wish.  David  Graveney 
remains  a  dear  favourite. 


.TdUBt- 


Goulding  banned  for  two 
months  after  high  tackle 


THE  Rugby  Football  League 
(RFL)  disciplinary  comminee 
shewed  Bobbie  Goulding  no 
mercy  yesterday.  The  St  Hel¬ 
ens  captain  and  Great  Britain 
scrum  half  was  given  an  eight- 
match  suspension  for  a  head- 
high  tackle  that  led  to  his 
dismissal  in  the  Silk  Cut 
Challenge  Cup  fourth  round 
defeat  of  Wigan  lasr  Saturday. 

St  Helens  are  expected  to 
appeal  against  the  length  of 
the  ban.  which  means  that 
Goulding  cannot  appear  in 
the  Challenge  Cup  again  until 
the  final,  on  May  3.  Even  if  St 
Helens  do  get  through  three 
more  rounds  to  reach  Wem¬ 
bley,  Che  holders  will  also  be 
without  Goulding  for  their 
first  five  matches  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  Stones  Super 
League  title.  The  earliest  date 


By  Christopher  Irvine 

on  which  he  can  return  is  the 
match  at  Leeds,  on  April  1L 

The  severity  of  the  sentence, 
which  also  carried  a  £500  fine, 
was  a  surprise.  David  Howes, 
the  Sr  Helens  thief  executive, 
said:  “We  accept  n  was  a  high 
tackle,  but  consider  there  were 
mitigating  circumstances. 

■'We  are  considering 
grounds  for  appeal  and  have 
seven  days  to  lodge  that  1ft 
fair  to  say  that  the  dub  and 
player  are  devastated." 

Without  Goulding.  12  play¬ 
ers  still  managed  id  beat 
Wigan,  but  the  loss  of  their 
fteymafeer  leaves.  St  Helens 
seriously  disadvantaged  for 
the  next  two  months. 
Goulding  has  had  less  severe 
brushes  with  the  disciplinary 
panel  before,  including  a  fine 
for  misconduct  during  the 


Goulding.  left,  fcUs  Come,  of  Wigan,  last  weekend 


1993  Challenge  Cup  final 
while  he  was  playing  for 
Widnes.  but  he  was  taken 
aback  by  the  severity  of  his 
latest  punishment 

It  is  the  heaviest  suspension 
handed  out  by  the  RFL  disci¬ 
plinary  committee  since  '  it 
banned  David  Bradbury,  the 
Oldham  forward,  for  seven 
months  in  April  1995  for  a 
high  tackle  that  broke  the  jaw 
of  Lee  Harland.  of  Castieford. 

The  committee  tods  SO  min¬ 
utes  to  arrive  at  its  derision, 
which  came  24  hours  after 
Goulding  had  backed  dawn 
an  his  contract  dispute  at  St 
Helens  and  withdrew  a  trans¬ 
fer  request  However,  the  saga 
does  not  end  there  for  St 
Helens,  whose  officials  will 
appear  before  the  RFL  beard 
of  directors  with  their  counter¬ 
parts  form  Wigan  today  to 
explain  the  brawling  that  was 
sparked  by  Gould  mg's  tackle 
an  Neil  Cowie,  the  Wigan 
forward. 

It  is  likely  that  both  dubs 
wfll  be  fined,  in  keeping  with 
the  seriousness  with  which  the 
disciplinary  panel  viewed 
Goulding ‘S  stiff-arm  tackle. 
Not  only  was  the  sentence 
designed  to  curb  such  poten¬ 
tially  dangerous  challenges  in 
future,  members  presumably 
took  note  of  cite  damage  to  the 
game's  image  caused  by  such 
an  incident  in  an  important 
match  seen  widely  on  terrestri¬ 
al  television. 

Meanwhile,  (estyn  Harris. 
Colliding's  Great  Britain  half¬ 
back  partner,  has  been  invited 
back  to  training  by  Warring¬ 
ton.  Harris  has  been  training 
alone  since  relations  between 
him  and  the  dub  deteriorated 
and  he  was  placed  on  the 
transfer  list  with  a  value  of 
£135  million  last  July. 


Brighton’s 
appeal 
is  rejected 

BRIGHTON  and  Hove  Albi¬ 
on  foiled  yesterday  with  their 
appeal  to  the  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  against  a  two-point  pen¬ 
alty  imposed  after  pitch 
invasions  during  their  home 
game  against  Lincoln  City  on 
October  I  last  year.  After  a 
hearing  at  Lancaster  Gate^  the 
FA’S  headquarters,  an  appeals 
board  confirmed  that  two 
points  would  remain  deducted 
from  Brighton’s  total  at  the 
foot  of  the  Nationwide  League 
third  division. 

The  pitch  invasions  at  the 
Gakbtone  Ground,  involving 
protests  against  David 
Beflotti,  tiie  dub’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  arid  tile  rest  of  tiie 
Brighton  board,  took  place 
with  Brighton  already  .under  a 
suspended  three-paint  deduc¬ 
tion  imposed  after  a  match 
against  York  City  was  aban¬ 
doned  last  season.  Beflotti. 
who  put  the  dub’s  case  yester¬ 
day,  argued  in  vain  that  the 
punishment  could  influence 
Brighton*  league  survival, 
since  they  are  presently  three 
points  behind  next-placed 
Doncaster  Rovers. 

Southend  United  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  an  announcement 
today  on  the  future  of  Ronnie 
Whelan,  the  first  division 
chib’s  manager.  Whelan  was 
suspended  ty  the  dub  this 
week  after  bang  ordered  from 
the  touchline  during 
Southend’s  3-0  defeat  at 
Manchester  City  last  weekend 
in  an  incident  that  led  to  the 
dismissal  of  his  assistant. 
Theo  Foley,  and  charges  of 
misconduct  against  Whelan 
and  Foley. 

Patrick  KJuivert  is  to  join 
AC  Milan  from  Ajax  before 
the  start  of  next  season.  The 
Holland  striker,  20,  has 
signed  a  four-year  contract 
and  Ajax  will  red  eve  no 
transfer  fee. 
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